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Following assassination of predecessor at conflict start (Feb 28), new Ieadershlp shifts doctrine to
“ACTIVE RESISTANCE". National Unity emphasized amidst elite casualties (e.g., Ali Larijani).

FRONT 1: ASYMMETRIC FRONT 2: ENERGY WARFARE
MILITARY ESCALATION & THE STRAIT CHOKEPOINT
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GLOBAL OIL
PRICES

US F-35 STEALTH
SURGE TOWARD
FIGHTER DOWNED $150/BBL

(First Combat Loss
claimed by Iran)

EUROPEAN
US NAVAL RETREAT: RECESSION FEARS:
USS Gerald R. Ford Diesel >€2.50,
withdraws from Red severe logistics
Sea; US deterrence disruptions in Italy,
challenged. Austria.

SRI LANKA
(Ansarullah (defying US

NARRATIVE WAR: mobilization) warnings)
NATO SUSPENDS IRAQ MISSION:  Iran promotes US “incompetence” & REGIONAL REALIGNMENT:
Coalition cohesion fractures isolation; divergence grows between  Non-aligned states shift behavior;
under Resistance fire. US rhetoric and tactical reality. Axis of Resistance mobilizes.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & GLOBAL IMPLICATIONS

SHORT-TERM RISKS MEDIUM-TERM TRENDS LONG-TERM HORIZON
(1-4 WEEKS) s MONTHS) (1-5 YEARS)
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Intensified “False Flag ) Economic pain fuels EU civil Permanent Energy
ors

concerns (blaming neigh unrest. US Midterm Elections DE-DOLLARIZATION pushed by Tehran.
South Lebanon escalation to become ?rimary war theater Persian Gulf security architecture moves
“Land Invasion” phase. via inflation pressure. toward regional alliance EXCLUDING US.

KEY TAKEAWAY: Iran prepares for a long war of attrition, believing its “sanctions-hardened” economy
can outlast Western political cycles through integrated military and energy leverage.
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THE ISLAMIC REPUBLIC
CONSOLIDATES UNDER NEW
LEADERSHIP WHILE LEVERAGING
ENERGY MARKETS TO COUNTER A
US-ISRAELI MILITARY OFFENSIVE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On March 20, 2026, marking the convergence
of Nowruz (the Persian New Year) and Eid al-
Fitr, Iran transitioned to a wartime
governance footing under newly appointed
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba
Khamenei. Following the assassination of his
father and predecessor during the initial
stages of a conflict that began on February 28,
2026, the younger Khamenei’s first public
message emphasized national unity and a
"resilient economy" in the face of what Tehran
terms the "Third Imposed War." This
leadership transition occurs amidst heavy
military exchanges, with Iran claiming
significant successes in downing an F-35
stealth jet and targeting US naval assets,
forcing the withdrawal of the USS Gerald R.
Ford from the Red Sea.

The strategic landscape is dominated by
Iran’s closure of the Strait of Hormuz to
"enemy" vessels, a move that has sent global

oil prices toward $150 per barrel and
triggered economic recessionary fears in
Europe and the United States. While the
Trump administration maintains a narrative of
military victory, Iranian officials and regional
analysts highlight a growing disconnect
between US rhetoric and the tactical reality,
where US bases in Kuwait, Qatar, and the

UAE have become vulnerable to high-
precision  strikes. Concurrently, the

suspension of the NATO mission in Iraqg
signifies a fracturing of Western coalition
cohesion in the region.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Leadership Succession and Consolidation

* The Assembly of Experts officially
appointed A llah i Muj

Khamenei as the new Supreme Leader,
emphasizing his military background
during the Iran-Iraq war and his scholarly
credentials to ensure regime continuity.

* The new leader’'s Nowruz message
identified three major confrontations in the
past year: a 12-day war in June 2025, a
failed coup in January 2026, and the

 Significant elite casualties were mourned,
including National Security Chief Ali
Larijani and IRGC Spokesman Brigadier
General Ali Muhammad Naini, both killed
in recent US-Israeli strikes.

Asymmetric Military Escalation

e Iran launched the 68th wave of "Operation
True Promise 4," wutilizing "Nasrullah"
rockets and cluster munitions against
Israeli targets in Tel Aviv, Haifa, and the
Negev.
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e Tehran claims the US has lost at least 16
military aircraft, including 10 Reaper
drones and the first-ever combat loss of an
F-35 stealth fighter.

* The IRGC reported the withdrawal of the
USS Gerald R. Ford and the destabilization
of the USS Abraham Lincoln in the Indian
Ocean, framing US naval power as
increasingly hollow.

Regional Geopolitical Realignment

* NATO has suspended its mission in Iraq,

evacuating approximately 600 troops as
regional bases face persistent rocket fire
from the Islamic Resistance in Iraq.

* Yemen’s Ansarullah movement has declared
full mobilization, with leaders suggesting
the destruction of American regional

capabilities is imminent.
* Sri Lanka notably disregarded US warnings

to rescue Iranian sailors after their vessel
was torpedoed by the US Navy, signaling a
shift in non-aligned state behavior.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Energy Warfare

* The "Resilient Economy" slogan for the
year 1405 focuses on generating wealth
despite sanctions and utilizing the energy
lever to pressure Western economies.

* Iran has implemented a "smart" closure of
the Strait of Hormuz, allowing passage to
allies like India while blocking vessels from
nations participating in the aggression.

* European nations, specifically Italy and
Austria, are reporting diesel prices

exceeding €2.50 and severe logistics

disruptions due to the maritime blockade.

Domestic Stability and Social Order

* In contrast to the panic reported in Israeli
shelters, Iranian media highlights millions
of citizens in the streets celebrating
Nowruz and Eid, refusing to use bunkers as
a show of defiance.

* The leadership is leveraging "martyrdom"

narratives (specifically the killing of
schoolgirls in Minab) to harden public
resolve and synchronize internal unrest
with external defense.

Psychological Warfare and Narrative

Control

* Tehran is aggressively promoting a
narrative of US "incompetence," comparing
current Pentagon briefings to the "5 o'clock
follies" of the Vietnam War.

* The "Palestine Classified" segment claims
the Trump administration is compromised
by Mossad assets and linked to the Epstein
network, a narrative intended to
delegitimize US foreign policy to a Western
audience.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was characterized by executive
decrees and high-stakes diplomatic messaging
rather than traditional parliamentary activity,
as Iran remains in a state of war. Major policy
shifts were signaled through the New Year
addresses and international legal appeals.

* Leadership Decree on Regional
Relations: The new Supreme Leader
expressed readiness to take necessary
steps to improve ties with Pakistan and
Afghanistan to prevent Muslim division.
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* IAEA Appeal: Iran officially requested the
IAEA to condemn US attacks near the
Bushehr nuclear power plant, citing
violations of international law regarding
operational nuclear facilities.

* Strategic Economic Policy: The
President reaffirmed that Iran does not
seek nuclear weapons, adhering to the
standing religious fatwa, despite the
current military escalation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Strategic Patience"

Iran has shifted from a doctrine of strategic
patience to one of "Active Resistance." The
transcripts indicate that Tehran no longer
views US military might as an insurmountable
deterrent. By targeting high-value assets like
the F-35, Iran is attempting to shatter the
myth of Western technological supremacy.
This trend suggests that Iran is prepared for a
war of attrition, believing its "sanctions-
hardened" economy can outlast the "inflation-
sensitive" political cycles of the West.

Fragmentation of the Western Bloc

A recurring theme is the perceived isolation of
the US and Israel. Reports of NATO’s
withdrawal from Iraq and European
reluctance to join a naval coalition in the
Strait of Hormuz suggest that the
"Transatlantic Alliance" is under extreme
stress. The divergence between Trump’s
"America First" rhetoric and the economic
reality of European energy dependence is
being actively exploited by Iranian diplomacy
to drive a wedge between Washington and its
allies.

Sacrifice as a Governance Tool

The rapid appointment of Mujtaba Khamenei
and the public mourning of elites like Ali
Larijani are being used to synthesize a
national identity rooted in perseverance. The
"leadership from the trenches" narrative
contrasts with the depiction of Western
leaders in bunkers, aiming to ensure domestic
stability even if the "chain of command" is
physically targeted.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect an intensification of "false flag"
concerns; Iranian officials are warning that
Israel may replicate Iranian drones to
attack neutral neighbors like Turkey or
Oman to force them into the conflict.

* Military escalation in South Lebanon is
likely to reach a "land invasion" phase,
which Hezbollah claims will be a "killing

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

 If the maritime blockade -continues,
European economic contraction will likely
lead to civil unrest and political shifts in
Italy, France, and Germany, potentially
forcing a unilateral European diplomatic
opening with Tehran.

* The US midterm elections will become a
primary theater of war, with Iran timing its
economic disruptions to maximize

inflationary pressure on the GOP.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A successful Iranian "defense" would lead

to a permanent de-dollarization of the
energy market, as Tehran demands
payments in alternative currencies or
digital assets for Strait passage.
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* The security architecture of the Persian
Gulf will move toward a "Regional Alliance"
excluding the US, as monarchies realize the

US umbrella is porous.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

* Diplomatic channels should focus on
"maritime de-escalation" as a separate
track from the nuclear issue to prevent a
global energy collapse.

* The suspension of the NATO mission in Iraq
requires an immediate reassessment of
counter-terrorism capacity in the Levant to
prevent an ISIS resurgence.

* Recognition of the new leadership in
Tehran will be the primary hurdle for any
future ceasefire negotiations.

For Private Sector/Investors

* Supply Chain Risk: High risk of total
cessation of fertilizer and petrochemical
exports from the Gulf, impacting global
food security through 2027.

* Energy Strategy: Firms must accelerate
the transition to non-Gulf energy sources;
Brent Crude volatility is expected to exceed
$200 per barrel if ground troops enter

Iranian territory.

* Investment Climate: Significant capital
flight from Dubai and Doha to Hong Kong

and Singapore is anticipated as the region

remains a high-kinetic war zone.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend

analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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