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THE US-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN:
GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS & DIPLOMATIC COLLAPSE

From Preemptive Strike to Asymmetrical War: Energy Markets Brace
for Historic $180/Barrel Oil Price Hike as Norms Shatter.
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THE US-ISRAEL WAR ON IRAN HAS
TRIGGERED A GLOBAL ENERGY
CRISIS AND A COLLAPSE OF
DIPLOMATIC NORMS AS ENERGY
MARKETS PREPARE FOR A
HISTORIC $180 PER BARREL OIL
PRICE HIKE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The conflict between the United States, Israel,
and the Islamic Republic of Iran has entered
its third week, characterized by a shift from a
"preemptive" strike narrative to an
asymmetrical war of attrition. While the US
and Israel have successfully targeted high-
level Iranian leadership—including the
Minister of Intelligence and the IRGC
spokesman—the Iranian state appears to be
maintaining structural integrity through a
decentralized "mosaic" defense and clear lines
of succession. The battlefield has expanded
horizontally, with Iran striking energy
infrastructure in Qatar and Israel in
retaliation for attacks on its own natural gas
fields, specifically the South Pars facility. This
has sent Brent Crude toward $110 per barrel,
with analysts and Saudi officials warning of a

surge to $180 if the Strait of Hormuz remains
blocked through April.

The Trump administration is facing significant
internal and external pressure as the
"imminent threat" justification for the war is
publicly challenged by
intelligence officials. Director of National
Intelligence Tulsi Gabbard and
counter-terrorism officials have admitted that
Iran was not actively enriching uranium or
planning an attack on the US prior to the
strike. Simultaneously, the administration is
exploring the desperate
"unsanctioning" 140 million barrels of Iranian
oil currently at sea to stabilize global markets.
Diplomatic relations have reached a nadir,
highlighted by Russia summoning the Israeli
ambassador after an IDF strike nearly killed
an RT news crew in Lebanon, an event
Moscow has characterized as a deliberate
violation of international law.
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measure of

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Energy Infrastructure Warfare and

Market Destabilization

e Israel conducted a major strike on the
South Pars gas field, the world’s largest
natural gas reserve, which supplies 20% of
the world's liquefied natural gas.

* Iran retaliated by targeting an oil refinery
near Haifa and Qatar’s LNG terminals,
citing the use of regional bases for US-

e The US Treasury is considering lifting
sanctions on 140 million barrels of Iranian
oil to provide a two-week supply buffer for
the global market.
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Leadership
Resilience

Decapitation and State

e The funeral for Iranian Minister of
Intelligence Ismail Khatib was held
following his assassination in Tehran.

* The Iranian Supreme Leader delivered a
Nowruz address, claiming the state has
suppressed a coup attempt on January 12th
and remains united against "global

arrogance."

* Analysts suggest the IRGC’s decentralized
command structure allows for sustained
operations despite the loss of top-tier
military and political figures.

The Strike on Journalists and Diplomatic
Fallout

* RT correspondent Steve Sweeney and
cameraman Ali Rida were injured by a
precision fighter jet strike on a bridge in
southern Lebanon.

* The Russian Foreign Ministry summoned
Israeli Ambassador Simona Halperin to
protest the strike, which was captured on
multiple cameras.

* The UK government has largely ignored the
attack on Sweeney, a British national,
focusing instead on his previous reporting
activities.

Netanyahu’s "Jesus vs. Genghis Khan"
Controversy

* Prime  Minister @ Netanyahu sparked
international outrage by comparing the
legacy of Jesus Christ unfavorably to
Genghis Khan to emphasize that "might

makes right."

* The comments were condemned by the
Catholic Church and the Iranian Foreign

Ministry as an insult to Christian religious
bilities.

* Netanyahu later backtracked, claiming he
was quoting historian Will Durant to argue
that morality requires power for survival.

Russian Domestic Militarization

* Documentaries detailed the training of new
cadets at the Ryazan Guards Higher
Airborne Command School, focusing on the
VDV'’s role in current operations.

* Recruitment efforts emphasize the
"Airborne Brotherhood" and the use of new
technologies such as FPV drones and
decentralized mortar teams.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Blockade Dynamics

* The total shipping blockade in the Strait of
Hormuz is forcing the world to look for
alternative pipeline routes through the
Arabian Peninsula to Israeli Mediterranean
ports.

e Saudi Arabia warns that if the conflict is
not resolved by late April, the $180/barrel
price target will be met.

e The strike on the South Pars field has

impacted the global helium supply chain,
critical for the US semiconductor industry.

National Security and
Whistleblowing

Intelligence

* DNI Tulsi Gabbard testified that the
intelligence community did not assess an
imminent nuclear threat from Iran prior to
the war.
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e Former Counter-Terrorism Director Joe
Kent resigned in protest, stating the
"imminent threat" narrative did not exist
and the war was driven by Israeli interests.

e US Secretary of War Pete Hegseth is
requesting another $200 billion from

Congress to refill ammunition and fund
future ground operations.

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics

* NATO has begun a temporary withdrawal
of mission personnel from Iraq due to the
threat of Iranian-backed militia attacks.

* BRICS nations, specifically India and the
UAE, are recalibrating relations with the

US as the war threatens their economic
stability.

» African nations, led by Ghana and Namibia,
are pushing a UN resolution for

comprehensive reparations for  the
transatlantic slave trade, leveraging

shifting global power dynamics.
Religious and Social Order

* The Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem has been closed to the public

citing security concerns, threatening Easter
services.

* Israeli security forces dispersed Muslim
worshippers at the Al-Agsa Mosque with

stun grenades during Eid al-Fitr.

eIn Tehran, 18,000 homes have been

destroyed or damaged by US-Israeli strikes,

displacing tens of thousands of civilians.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The US Congress is currently debating a
massive $200 billion supplemental funding bill
for the war effort, while the Senate Oversight
Committee has held a "Worldwide Threats"

hearing that exposed significant rifts between
the DNI and the White House. International
bodies, specifically the UN, are preparing to
vote on a major resolution regarding African

reparations on March 25th.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Supplemental War Appropriation
($200B): A request by Pete Hegseth to
fund multi-million dollar missile strikes and
refill munitions; critics note this amount
equals the GDP of

* UN Resolution on Reparations:
Supported by 54 African Union member
states to address structural inequalities and
the return of looted artifacts.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Senate Worldwide Threats Hearing: DNI
Tulsi Gabbard confirmed Iran's enrichment
capabilities were obliterated last year and
no attempt has been made to restore them.

* Commander-in-Chief Trophy
Presentation: President Trump joked
about Pearl Harbor and "taking Cuba"
while congratulating the Navy on their
victory and their recent "complex military
maneuvers" against Iran.

* Russian Foreign Ministry Presser: Maria
Zakharova condemned the strike on
journalists as a deliberate attempt on their
lives and a violation of the Geneva
Conventions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Petrodollar Crisis and the
"Unsanctioning” Paradox The most

significant economic trend is the sudden
realization in Washington that the US cannot
maintain a war with a major oil producer
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without nomi 1f- ruction. The
proposal to "unsanction" Iranian oil while
simultaneously bombing Iranian territory is
viewed by economists as an act of pathetic
desperation. This reveals a fundamental
weakness in the US sanctions regime: when a
target is large enough, sanctions become a

suicide pact for the global economy.

Decentralized Resistance Vs.
Conventional Hegemony Iran’s "Mosaic
Defense" has proven more resilient than US
planners anticipated. By decentralizing
command and dispersing missile inventories,
Iran has maintained a high volume of fire even
as its central leadership is decimated. This
theme suggests that conventional airpower
alone is insufficient to force regime change in
a geographically rugged and militarily
prepared nation like Iran.

Digital Sovereignty and Media
Deplatforming The cancellation of Rick
Sanchez’s YouTube channel reflects a broader
trend of media warfare. Platforms are
increasingly being viewed as political tools
used to enforce war-time narratives. The
migration of alternative media to platforms
like BitChute and X highlights a fracturing of
the digital public square, where dissent on
foreign policy is increasingly pushed to the

fringes.

The Rise of the Global South Alignment
Across the transcripts, there is a recurring
narrative of non-Western nations (India, UAE,
African Union) seeking to distance themselves
from US "neocolonialism." The war is

accelerating the creation of a new security
architecture in the Persian Gulf that excludes
the US, as regional actors realize that hosting
US bases makes them a military target rather
than a protected ally.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) Expect a further
escalation of ‘"energy warfare" as Iran
continues to target Gulf LNG facilities to force

a global ceasefire. The price of gasoline and

jet fuel will likely skyrocket, causing force
majeure cancellations in the airline industry.
Internal US political strife will intensify as the
Gabbard/Kent whistleblower narratives gain
traction, potentially leading to Congressional

investigations into the war's origin.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) The US may be
forced to choose between a full-scale ground
invasion (requiring up to 3 million troops) or a
humiliating withdrawal. Global inflation will
likely enter a "cataclysmic" phase as supply
chain collapses move from fuel to minerals
and medicine. A shift in the European energy
strategy is inevitable, as they realize the
blockade of Hormuz is a permanent threat
under current conditions.

Long Term (1-5 Years) Structural changes
to the global financial order are likely, with
the ‘"petroyuan" or other BRICS-based
currencies replacing the petrodollar in energy
trade. Regional security in the Middle East
will likely move toward a littoral-state
architecture that marginalizes US influence.
The "nuclear anarchy" predicted by some
analysts may become reality as regional
powers like Saudi Arabia and Turkey seek
deterrents in the wake of the Iranian invasion.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e Diplomatic missions must prioritize the
protection of media personnel in conflict
zones to ensure the transparency of
information.

* The US must address the legal and
constitutional rifts regarding the War
Powers Act to prevent "freelancing"” by the
executive branch.

* Regional actors should accelerate the
development of in nden ri
architectures to mitigate the risk of being
drawn into US-Israel-Iran conflicts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors should diversify energy portfolios
away from the Persian Gulf and toward

non-littoral producers to hedge against the

Strait of Hormuz closure.

* Companies in the semiconductor industry
must secure alternative helium sources as
the Qatar hub remains a primary military
target.

* The airline and logistics industries should

prepare for sustained fuel shortages and
consider long-term shifts in global trade

routes.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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