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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS

DESTABILIZE AS MIDDLE EAST

ESCALATION AND US AI FAILURES

DIVERGE FROM RUSSIAN

ECONOMIC STABILIZATION

EFFORTS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March  20,  2026,  marks  a  critical  inflection

point in the shift  toward a multipolar global

order,  characterized  by  a  massive  military

escalation  in  the  Middle  East  and  a

simultaneous  pivot  toward  economic  and

technological  sovereignty within the Russian

Federation.  The  primary  driver  of  global

instability is the expansion of the Iran-Israel

conflict  into  a  direct  confrontation  between

Tehran and Washington. Following the US-led

"Operation  Epic  Fury,"  which  utilized

advanced  AI  targeting  systems  to  strike

Iranian infrastructure, global energy markets

have entered a state of shock. The blockade of

the  Strait  of  Hormuz  has  sent  oil  prices

toward 150 dollars per barrel, while European

natural gas prices surged by 35 percent in a

single  day.  This  energy  crisis  is  further

exacerbated  by  the  failure  of  the  European

Union to secure alternative supplies or agree

on  a  unified  financial  strategy,  as  internal

divisions—most  notably  from  Hungary—

continue to stall aid packages.

In contrast to the chaos in the West and the

Middle  East,  Russia  has focused on internal

consolidation and the projection of influence

in  the  "Global  South."  The  Central  Bank  of

Russia (CBR) reduced its key interest rate to

15  percent,  signaling  a  belief  that  domestic

inflation  is  being  managed  despite  massive

external  volatility.  Strategically,  Russia  is

advancing  its  "technological  sovereignty"

through  Project  Barrage—a  stratosphere-

based internet system designed to provide an

alternative to Western satellite networks like

Starlink.  Furthermore,  the  day's  reports

highlight significant progress in the "Special

Military Operation" (SMO) zones, specifically

the  integration  and  reconstruction  of  newly

controlled territories such as Avdiivka, which

are  being  rebuilt  by  Russian  regional

specialists despite ongoing frontline activities.

The  convergence  of  these  events  reveals  a

deteriorating  Western  security  architecture.

The US reliance on "autonomous warfare" has

suffered  a  catastrophic  moral  and  technical

failure  following  an  AI-driven  strike  on  an

Iranian  school,  resulting  in  168  child

fatalities.  This  event  is  being  leveraged  by

Russian and international  media  to  question

the ethical foundations of Western technology

policy.  Meanwhile,  Russia's  deepening  ties

with  African  nations  like  the  Republic  of

Congo  and  its  leadership  in  regional  sports

through  the  Paralympic  Games  in  Italy

underscore  a  strategy  of  persistent

engagement in the face of Western attempts

at isolation.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Middle East Regional War and

Energy Blockade 

The Strait of Hormuz is effectively blocked,

interrupting  approximately  40%  of  global

nitrogen fertilizer exports and a significant

portion  of  world  oil  supply,  leading to  12

percent weekly price increases for urea and

carbonite. 

US  forces  are  preparing  for  a  potential

seizure or blockade of Khark Island, Iran’s

primary  oil  export  hub,  as  the  Trump

administration  shifts  toward  a  "digital

preparation" doctrine for conflict.

Iranian  forces  have  retaliated  against  US

and allied targets, with reports of strikes on

a Kuwaiti oil refinery and US bases in the

UAE and Iraq.

Qatar  Energy  has  declared  force  majeure

on  LNG contracts  for  the  next  five  years

following Iranian strikes on the Ras Laffan

complex, threatening the energy security of

Italy, Belgium, and China.

Russian  Monetary  Policy  and

Economic Stabilization 

The Central Bank of Russia lowered the key

rate  by  50  basis  points  to  15  percent,

noting that domestic consumer demand is

cooling  and  inflation  is  approaching

targets.

CBR  Governor  Elvira  Nabiullina

emphasized that while external risks from

the  Middle  East  are  high,  the  Russian

budget  rule and  conservative  oil  price

estimates are insulating the economy.

The  Russian  "Professionalitet"  program is

expanding  to  ensure  the  labor  market  is

supplied  with  graduates  capable  of

"thinking  with  their  hands"  for  modern

industrial roles.

Strategic  Technological

Sovereignty: Project Barrage 

The  Foundation  for  Advanced  Research

(FPI)  announced  the  "Barrage-1"  system,

utilizing stratosphere balloons as "pseudo-

satellites" for  5G  internet  and  military

communications.

The  system  is  designed  to  be  "record-

cheap"  compared to  space launches,  with

reusable platforms capable of loitering over

specific Arctic and Asian zones for months

using hybrid hydrogen-solar power.

Russia  is  testing  three  new  domestic

aircraft  (Il-114,  Superjet  100,  MS-21)  in

Arctic  conditions to  finalize  import

substitution of the aviation fleet by the end

of 2026.

Failure  of  Western  AI  Ethics  and

Autonomous Warfare 

The US "Operation Epic Fury" against Iran

utilized  the  "Maven"  and  "Claude"  AI

systems  to  rank  thousands  of  targets in

real-time,  bypassing  traditional  military

bureaucracy.

A catastrophic  "system glitch"  resulted in

the  bombing  of  a  school in  Minab,  Iran,

sparking  an  international  outcry  and

revealing  that  ethical  constraints  on  AI

models  like Claude were removed for  the

operation.
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Reports confirm an F-35 stealth fighter was

forced to make an emergency landing after

being  targeted  by  Iranian  air  defenses,

challenging  the  narrative  of  US

technological invincibility.

SMO  Progress  and  Regional

Integration 

Russian  forces  have  taken  control  of

Sopych  in  the  Sumy  region and  are

advancing  toward  the  Oskol  River,

expanding  the  "safety  zone"  along  the

border.

Reconstruction of Avdiivka and Kurakhovo

is  underway,  with  specialists  from

Chelyabinsk and Yugra rebuilding housing

and restoring gas and water to the civilian

population.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security

The EU Summit failed to provide a "Plan B"

for  the  looming  global  oil  shortage,  with

prices exceeding $118 per barrel and gas

reserves  in  the  Netherlands  hitting  a

critical low of 8 percent.

Russia  is  pivoting  natural  gas  strategy

toward the domestic LNG market to ensure

sovereignty  in  energy  consumption  and

transport,  reducing  reliance  on  volatile

export markets.

AI & Technology Policy

The  Russian  Ministry  of  Digital

Development  is  drafting  legislation  to

regulate AI, focusing on preventing risks to

citizens while encouraging the deployment

of  "autonomous  systems"  in  industry  and

medicine.

The  emergence  of  "Project  Barrage"

suggests  a  shift  in  telecommunications

policy,  moving  away  from low-earth  orbit

(LEO)  satellites  toward  more  defensible

and localized stratospheric solutions.

Biosurveillance & Disease Outbreaks

A  major  outbreak  of  an  unspecified

infectious  disease  among  livestock  in  the

Novosibirsk  region has  forced  an

emergency  cull  to  prevent  its  spread

beyond regional borders.

Rosselkhoznadzor  is  investigating  the

cause,  with  federal  monitoring by  Vice-

Premier Dmitry Patrushev to build a more

secure livestock model.

Coalition  Cohesion  &  Diplomatic

Engagement

The  EU  faces  a  "demonstration  of

impotence"  as  Hungary’s  Viktor  Orban

continues to  veto  a  90 billion euro credit

for  Ukraine,  demanding  guarantees  for

Russian  oil  transit  via  the  "Druzhba"

pipeline.

Russia is strengthening its "African Pivot,"

celebrating 62 years of  relations with the

Republic  of  Congo,  where  Russian

specialists  have  built  a  network  of  500

wells and provided mobile medical labs.

Domestic Social Order

The celebration  of  Uraza  Bayram (Eid  al-

Fitr)  saw  over  300,000  participants  in

Moscow and  millions  across  Russia,  with

Vladimir  Putin  emphasizing  the  role  of

Islam  in  strengthening  family  values  and

protecting the state.
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The government is launching a program to

open  1,000  childcare  rooms in  Russian

universities  by  2030  to  support  student

parents.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Russian  legislative  and  executive  actions

today focused on institutional continuity and

the  regulation  of  emerging  technologies,

while  international  lawfare  saw  a  unique

development  in  South  America  regarding

foreign conflicts.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Russian AI Regulation Law: Proposed by

the  Ministry  of  Digital  Development  to

create a normative base for the deployment

of  industrial  and  consumer  AI  while

mitigating safety risks.

Colombian  Anti-Mercenary  Law:

President  Petro  signed  legislation

prohibiting Colombian citizens from serving

as  mercenaries  in  foreign  conflicts,

specifically  targeting  those  recruited  for

Ukraine.

Central  Election  Commission  (CEC)

Appointments: President  Putin  signed  a

decree  reappointing  Ella  Pamfilova and

other members to the CEC for a new term,

ensuring administrative stability.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

CBR Key Rate Decision: Elvira Nabiullina

held a press conference detailing the logic

behind the 50bp rate cut, focusing on the

"budget  rule"  and  cooling  consumer

demand.

EU Summit in Brussels: Leaders met to

discuss  the  Iran  crisis  and  Ukraine  aid,

resulting  in  "beautiful  statements" but  no

concrete financial or energy solutions.

World  Boxing  Congress  2026: Russia

was admitted into World Boxing,  allowing

Russian  boxers  to  compete  for  2028

Olympic slots, albeit under a neutral status.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  the  Global

Commons The  blockade  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz  and  the  subsequent  US  move  to

potentially  block  Khark  Island  represents  a

total  shift  in  the  "Freedom  of  Navigation"

doctrine.  For  decades,  the  US  ostensibly

protected  the  global  commons;  now,  it  is

actively considering blockade tactics to choke

the  Iranian  economy.  This  is  forcing  non-

aligned  nations  (India,  China)  to  seek

alternative,  land-based  or  stratospheric

corridors.  Project  Barrage  exemplifies  this

pivot,  as  Russia  seeks  to  move  its

communication  infrastructure  into  a

proprietary "vertical" space that is harder to

block  or  intercept  than  traditional  sea  or

space lanes.

The "Post-Human" Battlefield and Moral

Erosion The  tragedy  in  Minab,  Iran,

highlights  a  dangerous  trend  in  Western

military  doctrine:  the  "cultural

transformation" of warfare toward algorithmic

speed. By integrating AI systems like Maven

and Claude to identify "thousands of targets

per hour," the US has removed the "human-in-

the-loop" safeguards. The Russian narrative is

successfully  framing  this  not  as  a  technical

error, but as an ethical choice by Western tech

companies  to  remove  safety  limiters  for  the

sake  of  "operational  efficiency,"  thereby

positioning  Russia  as  a  more  "conservative"

and "human-centric" regulator of AI.

Multipolar  Reconstruction  vs.  Unipolar

Destruction A stark contrast is being drawn
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between  the  effects  of  conflict  in  different

regions. In the Donbas, the reportage focuses

on the restoration of civil life in Avdiivka, with

a focus on "multinational unity" (Uzbek, Tajik,

and  Russian  workers).  Conversely,  the  US/

Israeli  campaign  in  Iran  is  characterized  as

"scorched  earth," targeting  refineries,

schools,  and  civilian  infrastructure.  This

thematic  divergence  aims  to  convince  the

"Global  South"  that  Western  intervention

brings  permanent  ruin,  while  the  Russian

model—regardless of the initial conflict—leads

to  eventual  regional  reconstruction  and

stability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Energy prices in

the  US  and  Europe  will  remain  at  record

highs  as  the  Hormuz  blockade  persists.

Expect domestic fuel prices in the US to hit

$5-6  per  gallon,  potentially  impacting  the

Trump administration's popularity. Retaliatory

Iranian strikes on "soft" energy targets in the

Gulf (refineries in Saudi Arabia or Oman) are

highly  probable.  In  Russia,  the  livestock

disease in Novosibirsk may lead to temporary

meat  price  spikes  until  the  emergency

measures stabilize the supply chain.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A significant

"Great Rebalancing" of  the LNG market will

occur  as  Qatar’s  long-term  contracts  are

suspended.  China  will  likely  deepen  energy

ties  with  Russia (Power  of  Siberia  2)  as  its

Middle Eastern supplies are threatened. The

Russian  aviation  sector  will  begin  the  mass

delivery of domestic MS-21 and Superjet 100

aircraft, effectively ending the dependence on

Boeing/Airbus for internal routes.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If Project Barrage is

successful, it will create a fragmented global

internet where  stratospheric  "pseudo-

satellites"  replace  LEO constellations  in  the

Global South. The US "Epic Fury" failure will

likely  lead  to  a  global  treaty  or  restrictive

regime  on  the  use  of  autonomous  AI  in

warfare,  led  by  Russia  and  China.

Strategically, the reconstruction of the Donbas

will  be  used  as  a  template  for  Russian

"Civilizational  State"  expansion,  emphasizing

regional resilience over global integration.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Western  nations  must  prepare

for "asymmetric AI retaliation." The strike

on the Iranian school has created a pretext

for Tehran or its proxies to target Western

civilian  infrastructure using  similar

autonomous systems.

Energy: Diplomatic  efforts  should

prioritize  "Hormuz  De-escalation"  over

"Khark Island Blockades." The current US

strategy  is  bankrupting  European  allies

while enriching Russian energy firms.

Diplomacy: Engagement  with  Africa

should  shift  from  "security  aid"  to

"infrastructure  parity."  Russia’s  Congo

model (education  and  water)  is  winning

more  soft  power  than  Western  military

training.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Global  fertilizer  and

agriculture  firms  should  expect  long-term

shortages.  The  blockade  of  Hormuz  has

disconnected 40% of the nitrogen market;

alternative sourcing from Russia or North

Africa is essential.
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Investment  Opportunity: Russian

"Sovereign  Tech"  (Project  Barrage)  and

domestic  aviation  components  represent

high-growth areas as Russia completes its

exit from Western tech ecosystems.

Regulatory  Compliance: Tech  firms

involved in AI development must implement

"Minab  Safeguards."  The  legal  and

reputational  risk  of  autonomous  system

failure is now the highest it has ever been

in the history of the industry.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T
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