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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM:
INFLATION SURGE,
TAIWAN ENERGY CONSERVATION

MEDIUM TERM:
WORLD CUP “TRAVEL RECESSION"

LONG TERM:
5 ARCTIC/ALASKA AS NEW ENERGY HEARTLAND,
UNORTHODOX CENTRAL BANK POLICIES

STRICT Al MEDICAL REGS.

———— RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS ———————————————————

INTERNATIONAL POLICY:
« ESTABLISH “ENERGY SECURITY CORRIDOR" (ARCTIC/CENTRAL ASIA).
* FORMALIZE “DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY" PROTOCO
« UPDATE DIPLOMATIC CONSULTATION REQUIREMENTS.

PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
< RISK MITIGATION: DIVERSIFY SUPPLY CHAINS AWAY FROM HORMUZ/RED SEA.

LS. < INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITY: “SECONDARY RECOVERY" & MODULAR NUCLEAR.

 REGULATORY COMPLIANCE: PREPARE FOR “ZERO-TRUST" ARCHITECTURE &
INCREASED SCRUTINY.
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GLOBAL ENERGY MARKETS
DESTABILIZE AS US-IRAN
CONFLICT SEVERS HORMUZ
STRAIT, TRIGGERING GEOPOLITICAL
REALIGNMENT AND DOMESTIC
GOVERNANCE CRISES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

March 20, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point in the ten-day-old conflict between the
United States, Israel, and Iran. The de facto
blockade of the Hormuz Strait by Iranian
forces has triggered a global energy shock,
with crude oil prices surging toward $120 per
barrel and Iran warning of a $200 per barrel
future. This disruption—twice the scale of the
1956 Suez Crisis—is forcing a massive
realignment of global trade and energy policy.
India has secured a 30-day US waiver to
continue purchasing sanctioned Russian oil,
while European nations are reportedly
reconsidering their energy transition
timelines to manage immediate supply
deficits. The "Trump Effect" is palpable as the
US President threatens "20 times the
firepower" in response to Iranian attacks on
commercial shipping and regional energy
infrastructure.

In East Asia, Japan’s Prime Minister Sanae
Takaichi has moved to solidify a strategic
energy alliance with the US, pledging 400
billion dollars in energy and
investments. This move highlights a shift
toward "Sovereign Energy" and the
procurement of Alaskan crude to bypass the
volatile Persian Gulf. Meanwhile, Taiwan faces

nuclear

severe internal pressures, as energy reserves
for Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) are estimated
at only 11 days, creating an urgent threat to
power stability. Simultaneously, a significant
breach at Taiwan's National Institute of Cyber
Security (NICS) by internal actors has
exposed deep vulnerabilities in the state’s
digital sovereignty and security architecture
during a period of heightened regional
tension.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* The Hormuz Blockade and Global
Energy Volatility
o Iranian underwater drones and missile
strikes have targeted tankers in the
Hormuz Strait, leading to a 50 percent
increase in oil prices over a 48-hour
period.

o Israel has retaliated with strikes on oil
depots near Tehran, causing "black rain"
as atmospheric moisture saturated with
petroleum soot fell on the Iranian
capital.

(o]

Airlines in Asia and Europe are facing
existential threats as fuel costs now
account for over 25% of operating

expenses, with World Cup 2026 travel
costs projected to rise by 30%.
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* US-Japan

Realignment

o PM Sanae Takaichi’s visit to the White
House resulted in a joint declaration to
invest in modular nuclear reactors and
Alaskan oil extraction.

Strategic Energy

o Japan’s commitment to "appropriate
action" in the Hormuz Strait remains
legally ambiguous under its pacifist
constitution, despite Trump’s pressure
for naval escort participation.

* Taiwan's Domestic Security and
Economic Resilience
o Taiwan's Central Bank surprised markets
by loosening credit controls for second-
home buyers, increasing the loan-to-
value (LTV) ratio from 50% to 60% to
bolster domestic sentiment.

o A major cybersecurity scandal erupted
as an engineer at the National Institute
of Cyber Security (NICS) bypassed
firewalls to download sensitive state
data.

o Former CPC executive Xu Han, facing a
13-year sentence for a 27-million-dollar
corruption case, destroyed his electronic
monitoring device and fled, highlighting
gaps in high-tech judicial supervision.

* The US has warned Iran that any strike on

Qatari gas fields will result in the
destruction of Iran’s largest natural gas
field (South Pars).

Al, Technology Policy & Digital
Sovereignty

* Kaohsiung has partnered with Nvidia to

develop "Sovereign AI," while Tainan is
integrating Phison’s generative Al for city
governance and administrative efficiency.

e Skepticism toward Al in healthcare is

rising; a University of Oxford study found
that Al-led diagnoses were incorrect over
50% of the time when patients lacked
precise medical terminology.

* The emergence of "AI Actors" in China has

sparked fears of industry disruption and

the potential disappearance of human
background actors.

National Security & Geopolitical Power
Dynamics

* A US National Intelligence report claims

China is seeking to control Taiwan through
non-military means rather than a 2027
invasion, challenging previous Pentagon
timelines.

North Korean leader Kim Jong Un was seen

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS supervising tank exercises alongside his
daughter, Ju-ae, signaling continued
succession  planning amidst regional

instability.

Energy Security and Critical
Infrastructure

e The US Department of Defense has
requested an additional 200 billion dollars
to support operations related to the Iran
conflict.

* Taiwan's LNG reserves are reportedly
sufficient for only 11 days, significantly
lower than its 100-day oil reserve, creating
a potential "fuel-to-power" crisis if shipping
is delayed.

* Major Asian nations, including Myanmar,
Vietnam, and the Philippines, report only
30 days of oil reserves remaining.
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Corruption & Rule of Law

e Tainan City Councilor Li Fu-chung was
searched and interrogated by investigators
over allegations of defrauding the state of
assistant fees.

e The San-Lien Group’s 2.2-billion-dollar
pyramid scheme reached a legal
conclusion, with the Chairman arrested as
a flight risk while the CEO remains at large
abroad.

* Internet celebrity "Night Owl Chicken"
(Chen Neng-chuan) was arrested upon

return to Taiwan after serving two years in
a Cambodian prison for staging a fake
kidnapping.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on managing
economic volatility and security lapses. The
Central Bank’s adjustment of housing policy
dominated financial discourse, while the
Ministry of National Defense faced scrutiny
over its dwindling 8.4-billion-dollar
procurement budget for anti-dron

In the legislature, a "Special Regulation Bill"
for the 2026 World Cup security and logistics
is scheduled for review next week.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Central Bank Real Estate Credit Policy:
A revision to the "Selective Credit Control"
measures, raising the LTV for second-home
mortgages to 60%, aimed at easing
pressure on "exchange-home" families.

* Anti-Drone Defense Procurement:
Debates over the 8.4 billion TWD allocation
for counter-UAS technology to protect
critical infrastructure from Iranian-style
drone threats.

* Civil Service Merit Reform: Proposed
changes to the performance review system
for government employees, moving away
from forced quotas for the lowest "C" grade
to a three-tier performance-based
structure.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* NICS Security Breach Inquiry:
Investigators detailed how a female

engineer exploited a "tunneling" loophole
to download sensitive data, leading to calls
for a total audit of NICS internal protocols.

* World Cup 2026 Logistics Presser:
Experts warned that international ticket
costs may spike 30% due to aviation fuel
surcharges and flight rerouting to avoid
Middle Eastern airspace.

* SEF Board Meeting: Chairman Su ]Jia-
chyuan emphasized that "maintaining
peace in the Taiwan Strait" is paramount as
international turmoil increases in 2026.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of
Chokepoints

Energy

The current blockade of the Hormuz Strait
represents a strategic evolution where state-
sponsored non-state actors (and drones) can
paralyze global energy flows. Unlike previous
oil shocks, the 2026 crisis is defined by a
"double squeeze": the physical closure of
Hormuz and the retaliatory destruction of
refining capacity. Taiwan’s precarious 11-day
LNG reserve highlights a critical vulnerability
for industrialized island nations; without a
continuous "pipeline on water," the domestic
economy is roughly two weeks away from a
total power grid failure.
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The Fragmentation of Global Alliances

Trump’s aggressive rhetoric regarding
"unconditional surrender" and his jokes about
Pearl Harbor during the Takaichi visit
illustrate a highly transactional US foreign
policy. Allies like Japan are responding by
decoupling their energy security from the
Middle East through massive bilateral deals
for Alaskan resources. Conversely, India’s
pivot toward Russian oil under a US waiver
shows that major developing economies will
prioritize domestic stability over US-led
sanction regimes when energy prices threaten
social order.

Erosion of Institutional Trust and

Internal Security

Taiwan is currently grappling with a "Trust
Deficit" caused by high-profile failures in
governance and law enforcement. The NICS
breach is particularly damaging, as the very
institution designed to protect the state’s
digital integrity was compromised from
within. Coupled with the escape of Xu Han
and the fraud case of a city councilor, a
narrative  of
emerging. This is exacerbated by the "Night
Owl Chicken" saga, which reflects a cultural
trend of "post-truth" content creation that can
have real-world diplomatic consequences.

systemic  vulnerability is

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
global inflation as shipping surcharges and oil
prices filter through supply chains. Taiwan
will likely enter an "emergency energy
conservation" mode if Hormuz remains closed.
Further cybersecurity audits across all
government departments are inevitable
following the NICS scandal. Tensions on the
Korean Peninsula may escalate as Pyongyang
capitalizes on US preoccupation with Iran.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 2026
World Cup faces a significant "travel
recession" as airfares become prohibitive.
Central banks globally, following Taiwan's
lead, may be forced into unorthodox credit
loosening to prevent a housing market
collapse amid high interest rates. Japan’s
Takaichi administration will likely move to
reinterpret the constitution to allow for
limited naval escorts in the Persian Gulf under
the guise of ‘"protecting vital national
interests."

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in
the global energy map will see the Arctic and
Alaskan regions become the new "strategic
heartland" for East Asian energy security. The
failure of AI to provide reliable healthcare
outcomes in the 2026 study will likely lead to
strict new regulations on "algorithmic medical
advice," slowing the pace of Al integration in
the public sector. Taiwan’s "Sovereign AI"
initiative will be the test case for whether
small states can digital
independence from both US and Chinese tech
giants.

maintain

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Establish a multilateral "Energy Security
Corridor" for LNG that bypasses Hormuz,
potentially leveraging new routes through
Central Asia or the Arctic.

* Formalize "Digital Sovereignty" protocols
to prevent internal sabotage of national
cybersecurity hubs, treating internal data
theft as an act of state-level espionage.
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e Update diplomatic "Consultation
Requirements" with the US to ensure allies
are not blindsided by unilateral military
escalations, as seen in the Iran strikes.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Risk Mitigation: Diversify supply chains
away from any materials requiring passage
through the Hormuz Strait or the Red Sea,

as insurance premiums will remain
elevated indefinitely.

* Investment Opportunity: Focus on
"Secondary Recovery" and modular nuclear
technology companies, following the

massive Japan-US energy deal.

* Regulatory Compliance: Prepare for
increased scrutiny and  "Zero-Trust"
architecture requirements in government
contracting following the Taiwan NICS
breach.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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