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DEFIANT RESILIENCE AMIDST

SUCCESSION CONSOLIDATION AND

THE 60TH DAY OF THE THIRD

IMPOSED WAR

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Iranian  state  apparatus  is  currently

navigating the 60th day of what it terms the

"Third Imposed War," a conflict characterized

by a naval blockade of the Strait of Hormuz,

significant  infrastructure  damage  from  US

and  Israeli  strikes,  and  a  profound  shift  in

domestic leadership. Following the martyrdom

of  the  previous  Supreme  Leader,  the

consolidation  of  power  under  Ayatollah

Seyyed Mojtaba Khamenei is being projected

through  public  pledges  of  loyalty  from  the

judiciary, military, and civil sectors. The state

is leveraging this transition to instill a sense

of  "revolutionary  renewal,"  framing  the

conflict  not  as  a  crisis,  but  as  a  "Great

Awakening"  that  has  elevated  Iran  to  the

status  of  the  world's  fourth-ranking  power.

Domestic  stability  is  being  maintained

through  a  massive  social  mobilization  effort

known  as  the  "Jan  Fada"  (Life  Sacrificer)

movement,  which  claims  over  31  million

volunteers prepared for  social,  medical,  and

military service.

Strategically,  Tehran is  exploiting  the  global

economic  fallout  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

closure  to  isolate  the  United  States.  With

Brent crude surpassing 111 dollars per barrel

and US domestic  gasoline prices reaching 6

dollars,  Iranian  rhetoric  portrays  President

Trump as "trapped" and facing a "suicide of a

superpower."  Simultaneously,  Iran  is

strengthening  its  "Eastern  Pivot,"  evidenced

by  high-level  diplomatic  engagements  with

Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg and a major

policy shift by Pakistan to open transit routes

for  Iranian goods.  On the tactical  front,  the

conflict has shifted toward attrition, with Iran

and its proxies increasingly utilizing low-cost

FPV  drones  to  negate  Israeli  and  US

technological  advantages,  while  the  Iranian

military  warns  of  high-readiness  to  capture

US  soldiers should  a  full-scale  ground  or

amphibious escalation occur.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Succession  and  Leadership

Consolidation 

Judiciary  Chief  Mohseni  Ejei  publicly

reaffirmed  that  under  the  leadership  of

Ayatollah  Seyyed  Mojtaba  Khamenei,  the

Islamic Revolution will continue toward its

goal of a "New Islamic Civilization."

State  media  has  begun  a  coordinated

campaign  to  humanize  the  new  leader,

releasing  poetry  and  academic  reflections

on  his  "civilization-building"  vision  for  the

youth of the Muslim world.
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The Strait  of  Hormuz and Global

Energy Warfare 

Iran  maintains  a  "restricted  navigation"

policy  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  which  it

frames as a legal response to US "maritime

piracy"  and  ship  seizures.  This  blockade

has driven oil prices to their highest levels

since the start of the war on February 28.

Major General Mohsen Rezaei warned that

any  US  attempt  to  forcibly  reopen  the

Strait  would  result  in  the  sinking  of  US

warships and  the  mass  capture  of

personnel.

Aramco  has  reportedly  suspended  LPG

exports due  to  damage  sustained  by  its

Juaymah facilities during recent hostilities,

further tightening global energy supplies.

Tactical  Shifts:  FPV  Drones  and

Attrition 

Hezbollah has successfully integrated FPV

(First-Person  View)  drones  into  its

operations,  claiming  to  target  Israeli

Merkava tanks and troop assemblies  with

high  precision,  bypassing  traditional

electronic warfare defenses.

Iranian officials are touting the "failure" of

the  Israeli  "Iron  Beam"  laser  system,

calling  it  an  ineffective  toy against  the

saturation of low-cost drone swarms.

Diplomatic  Realignment  and

Regional Influence 

Foreign  Minister  Araghchi  met  with

Vladimir  Putin  in  St.  Petersburg;  Putin

reportedly  expressed  support  for  Iran’s

sovereignty and sent personal greetings to

the new Supreme Leader.

The  Iraqi  Coordination  Framework  has

appointed  Ali  al-Zaidi as  the  new  Prime

Minister, a move seen as stabilizing a key

regional ally during the conflict.

Pakistan  issued  a  directive  officially

permitting  the  movement  of  goods from

third countries through its territory to Iran

via the ports of Gwadar and Karachi.

Domestic Resilience and Economic

Mobilization 

The  government  announced  a  significant

increase  in  worker  benefits,  raising  the

housing  allowance from  900,000  to  3

million  Tomans  to  mitigate  the  impact  of

war-time inflation.

The  "Jan  Fada"  movement  has  reached  a

milestone,  with  31.1  million  citizens

registering to support the state, with 60%

of participants aged 20 to 45.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Critical  Infrastructure  and  Energy

Security The "Third Imposed War" has seen

over  487  points  of  impact on  Tehran’s

electrical grid alone. Despite this, the Ministry

of  Energy  claims  that  90% of  equipment  is

now domestically produced, allowing for rapid

reconstruction. However, the country faces a

significant imbalance in electricity and gas as

it enters the summer peak, prompting calls for

"energy jihad" and domestic conservation.

Economic  Security  and  Statecraft The

administration  is  pivoting  toward  a  "war

economy"  model.  To  counter  the  naval

blockade,  the  state  is  encouraging  "socially-

led"  trade  and  domestic  investment.  The

Central  Bank is  implementing monetary and

credit  policies to  manage  inflation  while

ensuring  the  supply  of  basic  goods.
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Meanwhile,  the  "Hormuz  Check"  strategy  is

being used as a financial weapon to break the

dominance of the US dollar.

Labor  and  Industry Despite  the  war,  the

Ministry of Labor reports a 0.2% decrease in

the  unemployment  rate  for  Winter  1404

compared  to  the  previous  year.  To  support

workers in damaged industries, the state has

allocated  130  trillion  Tomans for  micro-

resources and employment support,  focusing

on "labor resilience."

National Security and Domestic Stability

The "Jan Fada"  movement  serves  as  a  dual-

purpose  mechanism  for  civil  defense  and

psychological warfare. By claiming that over

50% of  the  eligible  population  is  "on  the

battlefield,"  the  state  projects  an  image  of

total  national  unity.  This  is  reinforced  by

nightly  "awakening"  rallies  and  public

displays of mass weddings in public squares

to signal that life continues normally despite

the conflict.

International Relations and Bloc Politics

Tehran is framing its struggle as the catalyst

for a global "Strategic Realignment." Iranian

analysts claim the war has created a major rift

between  the  US  and  Europe,  encouraged

Russia to accelerate its Ukrainian campaign,

and paved the way for China to take Taiwan

within  the  next  few  years  by  exposing  US

military overextension.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  has  focused  on

"Emergency  Governance,"  with  the  cabinet

and  parliament  (Majlis)  working  to  stabilize

the  economy  and  infrastructure.  Oversight

committees  are  conducting  field  visits  to

ministries to ensure readiness for a prolonged

conflict. 

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

New  Housing  Allowance  Policy:

Approved  by  the  Cabinet  to  triple  the

housing  subsidy for  workers  to  3  million

Tomans for the year 1405.

Agricultural Electricity Discount: A new

50%  discount on  electricity  tariffs  for

farmers  who  adhere  to  consumption

patterns during the war.

National  Housing  Movement

Expansion: Allocation  of  100-200  million

Toman interest-free loans for applicants in

the bottom four deciles of the population.

Law  on  Carrying  Weapons  Reform:

Proposed amendments to legalize broader

weapon use for environmental and border

guards in light of the security situation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Majlis  Health  Commission  Visit:

Lawmakers  visited  the  Ministry  of  Health

to  audit  drug  supplies and  treatment  for

40,000 war casualties.

Special  News  Dialogue  with  Mohsen

Rezaei: The  General  outlined  the  "four

paths"  for  the  US:  suicide,  retreat  to

Congress,  continued  blockade,  or

surrendering to Iranian conditions.

Ministry  of  Labor  Briefing: Minister

Midary  discussed  the  "resilience  of  the

labor  market"  and  the  return  of  200,000

workers to the market following initial war

shocks.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Jan  Fada"  Doctrine:

Socialization of Defense 
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Iran has successfully "socialized" its national

defense,  transforming  civilian  life  into  a

logistical tail for the military. The "Jan Fada"

movement is not merely a volunteer list; it is a

mechanism to integrate medical professionals,

teachers, and engineers into a resilient state

structure that can survive the decapitation of

its  leadership.  By linking the defense of  the

"Soil  of  Iran" to the religious "Iran of Imam

Reza,"  the  state  has  merged nationalist  and

religious  fervors  into  a  singular  identity  of

resistance.

Narrative  Control:  The  "Failed

Superpower" 

A  consistent  theme  across  all  broadcasts  is

the psychological deconstruction of American

power.  State media frequently  cites  Western

analysts  like  John  Mearsheimer  and  articles

from Foreign Affairs and Newsweek to tell the

Iranian  public  that  the  US  is  in  a  state  of

suicide. By highlighting US domestic issues—

such  as  the  Epstein  files,  6-dollar  gasoline,

and  Congressional  infighting—Tehran  is

framing  the  war  as  a  conflict  the  US  has

already lost on its own "home front."

Technological Asymmetry: The End

of "Expensive" War 

The Iranian military narrative emphasizes that

"expensive"  systems  like  the  Iron  Dome  or

aircraft carriers are being rendered obsolete

by  "cheap"  Iranian  and  Hezbollah  drones.

There  is  a  clear  strategic  intent  to

demonstrate  that  1,000-dollar  drones can

successfully  challenge  billion-dollar  defense

architectures,  thereby  encouraging  other

global actors to challenge US hegemony.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect a period of  heightened naval  tension

as  the  US  faces  a  "Monday  deadline"

regarding  Congressional  authorization for

continued  conflict.  Iran  is  prepared  for  a

"desperation  strike"  by  the  Trump

administration  to  save  face,  but  Mohsen

Rezaei’s  public  calls  to  ready  weapons  in

western and southern provinces suggest Iran

has  preemptively  mobilized  for  a  ground  or

amphibious  incursion.  Domestic  focus  will

shift  heavily  to  "summer  peak"  energy

management  to  prevent  civil  unrest  from

blackouts.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

The  consolidation  of  Seyyed  Mojtaba

Khamenei’s  power  will  likely  be  completed

through a series of high-profile "unity" events

and military victories. If the Strait of Hormuz

remains  restricted,  global  supply  chain

disruptions in  chips  and  electronics  will

intensify, potentially forcing European powers

to  break  from  the  US-led  blockade.

Reconstruction  of  231  damaged  university

sites and  industrial  hubs  will  become  a

primary driver of the domestic economy.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

Iran is positioning itself for a post-US regional

order.  The formalization of  the Pakistan-Iran

trade corridor and the stabilization of a pro-

Tehran government in Baghdad point toward

a  contiguous  land  bridge  of  influence.

Structural  changes  to  the  global  energy

market, including a total shift of 27% of the

world’s population away from the US dollar,

could lead to a permanent multipolar financial

system where Tehran is a primary energy and

security hub.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  "Third  Imposed  War"  has

fundamentally  broken  the  Western

"Maximum  Pressure"  consensus.

Diplomatic  efforts  should  prepare  for  a

multilateral  negotiation format  that

includes  Russia,  China,  and  regional

neighbors, as Iran now considers bilateral

talks with the US "meaningless."

Watch  for  the  "Monday  deadline"

mentioned by Iranian military leadership as

a critical inflection point for escalation or a

face-saving  retreat  by  the  US  executive

branch.

The effectiveness of FPV drones in Lebanon

necessitates an immediate re-evaluation of

naval  and  armored  troop  protections  in

high-intensity littoral environments.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  Chain  Risk: High  risk  of

prolonged  disruption  in  LPG  and  oil

markets as long as the Hormuz "restricted

zone" remains active.  Diversification away

from Gulf-dependent energy is critical.

Logistics Opportunity: Pakistan’s opening

of  land  routes offers  a  potential,  albeit

high-risk,  alternative for Eurasian trade if

sea lanes remain closed.

Investment  Climate: While  the  Iranian

domestic  market  appears  resilient,  the

sanctions-heavy  environment (affecting

27%  of  global  population)  suggests  that

long-term  investments  will  increasingly

flow  through  non-Western  financial  rails

(e.g., BRICS-aligned systems).

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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