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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

| SUDAN: PROJECTING VICTORY & RECONSTRUCTION,
INTENSIFYING REGULATORY CONTROL & DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE

THE NARRATIVE: FROM CONFLICT TO “RECONSTRUCTION & NORMALIZATION”

MILLION-UNIT
YOUTH HOUSING

& | TRANSITION

WEAPONIZA]
RSF HIGH-LEVEL OF NORMALCY

(RAPID SUPPORT DEFECTION

FORCES) (e.g., Brig. Gen. Nour al-Qoba)

Strategic Turning Point: Framing RSF
as collapsing; intelligence gains to
delegitimize and target supply lines.

Large-Scale Projects: Re-establishing capacity.
“National Power Grid Rehabilitation” & “Youth
Housing" as key metrics of state success.

THE MECHANISM: CONSOLIDATING CONTROL & FILLING THE VACUUM

“STATE CLEANSING"
(TATHIR)
Purifying the state from
“"malignant” influences
(corruption, smuggling) via
= Anti-Money Laundering
Committee.

GOVERNANCE
CONSOLIDATION

LEGAL
REALIGNMENT
(UNESCO)
Aligning Antiquities
Law for recovery &
enforcing standards.

MEDIA REGULATORY
CRACKDOWN
June 1 Permit Ultimatum
to curb “undisciplined
reporting” & silence
independent voices.

“BALADNA”
DIGITAL PLATFORM
Digitizing trade for
transparency &
“Digital Sovereignty”.
DEMOCRATIC BLOC
(STATE-ALIGNED COALITION)
Filling the “political vacuum" to
preempt external diplomatic tracks.

THE OUTLOOK: DIPLOMATIC PARADOX, FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

DIPLOMATIC PRESSURE
& REGIONAL INTEGRATION

EU STANCE
REDIRECTED

Using international
pressure to target regional
adversaries & defend
legitimacy.

Pursuing partners for
energy & infrastructure
(e.g., Tika, Saudi fuel,
Egypt link).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& IMPLICATIONS

FUTURE PATH

SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM
(1-4 WEEKS): (1-6 MONTHS):
MediaDeadline & Regional Conferences, I I
Military Strikes Deepened Dependency Civilian"

LONG TERM

POLICY: Monitor press freedom risks &
& assertiveness in UN.
> ® INVESTORS: Prepare for mandatory
=4 digital transactions & stricter mining
regulations.
RISK ASSESSMENT: "Hope" projects
rely on state liquidity.
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SUDAN PROJECTS A NARRATIVE OF
IMMINENT VICTORY AND SYSTEMIC
RECONSTRUCTION WHILE
INTENSIFYING REGULATORY
CONTROL AND DIPLOMATIC
PRESSURE ON REGIONAL
ADVERSARIES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On April 29, 2026, Sudanese state media
broadcast a coordinated narrative of
transition from active conflict toward
"reconstruction and normalization," branded
under the aegis of a "Government of Hope."
While military operations continue, the
government is increasingly focused on re-
establishing state capacity through large-scale
infrastructure projects, such as the million-
unit  youth housing initiative and the
rehabilitation of the national power grid. This
pivot to governance is bolstered by reports of
high-level defections from the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF), most notably Bri

Nour al-Qoba, which the state characterizes
as evidence of a total militia collapse.
Simultaneously, the government is tightening
its grip on the domestic information
environment, issuing a one-month ultimatum

for all media outlets to obtain official permits
or face legal consequences.

The diplomatic landscape is defined by a
paradox of international engagement and
pointed accusations. The European Union has
officially called for foreign actors to stop
fueling the conflict, a sentiment state analysts
have redirected specifically toward the United
Arab Emirates (UAE). Despite the ongoing
war, Sudan is actively pursuing regional
integration, evidenced by the return of over
300  citizens from
implementation of the "Baladna" digital trade
platform. These developments suggest a
strategic effort by the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF)-aligned government to fill a perceived
political vacuum and project sovereignty to

Kuwait and the

both domestic audiences and international
observers, even as the humanitarian crisis in
Darfur and Blue Nile remains acute.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* High-Level RSF Defections and
Intelligence Gains: The defection of
Brigadier neral r al- , a senior
commander in North Darfur, is being
framed as a strategic turning point.
Officials expect his "witness-king"

testimony to reveal clandestine foreign

supply routes and the identities of regional
backers, further delegitimizing the RSF.

Media Regulatory Crackdown: The
Ministry of Culture and Information has
mandated that all local and international
media platforms, including digital outlets,
secure official work permits by June 1,
2026. This move is explicitly aimed at
curbing ‘"undisciplined" reporting that
officials claim harms national values.
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* Critical Infrastructure and Energy
Recovery: The Ministry of Energy
announced short- and medium-term plans
to rehabilitate the electrical grid, noting
that massive destruction to generation and
distribution facilities requires significant
funding. This is coupled with the launch of
the "Baladna" platform to digitize and
secure import-export transactions.

* Refugee Repatriation and Social
Normalization: The arrival of the first
voluntary return flight from Kuwait
carrying 300 Sudanese citizens is being
used to signal that the capital is once again
safe for habitation. Similarly, the hosting of
1,600 Darfuri students for exams in Nile
River State is presented as a model of
national unity.

* Legal Realignment with International
Norms: The government is prioritizing the
alignment of the 1999 Antiquities
Protection Law with UNESCO standards to
facilitate the recovery of looted artifacts.
Concurrently, a high-level committee led by
Ibrahim Jaber is enforcing anti-money
laundering and counter-terrorism financing

standards.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
The government is leaning into digital
governance to streamline trade and monitor
the financial sector.

* The "Baladna" platform was launched to
link government institutions electronically
for import and export transactions, aimed
at reducing corruption and accelerating
clearing processes.

* Mining officials announced a shift toward

using Artificial Intelligence (AI) systems to

monitor occupational health and safety
standards in the gold sector.

* Sudan's embassy in Ethiopia began issuing

National Numbers and passports to citizens

abroad, attempting to maintain the state's
link to the diaspora via digital identity.

Corruption & Governance The ‘'illegal
collection" of road fees and checkpoints
remains a major hurdle for economic recovery.

* The Technical Committee for Preventing

Illegal Collection issued decisions to
remove checkpoints on the Medani-Sennar

road, describing them as a source of
corruption.

* The government stressed that all revenue

must be deposited via electronic or

approved paper receipts to ensure funds
reach the Ministry of Finance rather than
local militias or corrupt officials.

Energy Security Rebuilding the power sector
is viewed as the linchpin for citizen returns.

* The Ministry of Energy is addressing

massive damage to the network, warning
citizens to stop illegal connections that

destabilize the fragile grid.

» Strategic cooperation with Egypt

(electricity link), Saudi Arabia (fuel), and
Libya (fuel via the Sahel-Sahara Bank) is

being formalized to secure stable supply
chains.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260429_010000

Critical Minerals Gold remains the primary
engine of the state economy, though its
environmental impact is under fire.

* Nile River State reportedly produces 70%
of Sudan's gold, but the governor warned
that mining operations must be moved at
least 25km away from residential and
agricultural zones to protect public health.

* The Mineral Resources Company declared
2026 the year of safety and health, focusing
on the psychological and social
environment of mining workers.

International Relations & Foreign Policy
Sudan is aggressively defending its legitimacy
while seeking reconstruction partners.

» Turkey's Tika agency is rehabilitating the
Soba West Central Nursery and provided
solar power and transformers to various
universities and localities.

* State analysts condemned the "Berlin
Conference" and the "Quartet" for
excluding the official government, viewing
these initiatives as attempts to legitimize
the RSE.

* Sudan praised Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince
for direct engagement with the US to
clarify the ‘"real situation" in Sudan,
countering what it calls a "distorted mental
image" in the West.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The governance focus today centered on
tightening regulatory frameworks over the
media, financial transparency, and -cultural
property, alongside ambitious social welfare
proposals for the post-war phase.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Antiquities Protection Law of 1999

(Amendment): Discussion of urgent
legislative amendments to update

definitions of cultural property and stiffen

penalties for looting and illegal export,
aligning with UNESCO's 1970 convention.

* Mining Occupational Safety Standards:
Implementation of continuous improvement
principles and Al-driven monitoring for
mining site safety.

* Youth Productive Housing Policy: A
proposal for one million productive housing
units designed to move beyond traditional
aid to a productive economic model for
youth.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Ministry of Information Press Circular:
Issuance of a legal ultimatum to media
outlets to register and obtain permits by
June 1, 2026, or face prosecution.

* Anti-Money Laundering Committee
First Meeting: Ibrahim Jaber chaired the
inaugural meeting to execute standards

in mon laundering, terrorism
financing, and gold smuggling.

Displacement Briefing: The
Governor of North Darfur requested a
precise census of displaced persons and
host families to better allocate
humanitarian aid.

e Darfur

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

From Crisis Management to "State
Cleansing" A recurring linguistic shift is
evident across several broadcasts: the use of
the term "cleansing" (tathir) rather than just
"liberation." This applies not only to the
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physical removal of RSF "filth" from cities but

also to the economy and information space.
The Anti-Money Laundering Committee spoke
of "cleaning the Sudanese square" of war-
related effects like currency speculation and
gold  smuggling. This  suggests  the
government is framing its current phase as a
purification of the state apparatus and society
from "malignant" influences introduced
during the conflict.

Filling the "Political Vacuum" Political
analysts highlighted a critical concern: the
"political vacuum" left by the conflict, which
they argue has been filled by "enemies of
Sudan" who '"roam the world"
represent the Sudanese people. The
consolidation of the "Democratic Bloc"—a
coalition of political parties and armed
movements aligned with the state—is being
positioned as the only legitimate civil face of
the nation. This reflects an urgent effort to
preempt international diplomatic tracks (like
the Berlin or London conferences) that might
favor non-SAF-aligned civilian groups.

laimin

The Weaponization of Normalcy The state
is aggressively projecting normalcy as a
strategic tool. High-profile coverage of
reopening Khartoum's airport to international
flights (via Kuwait Airways) and the hosting of
Darfur's students for exams in the relatively
peaceful north serves to contrast the state's
"order" with the "chaos" of RSF-held areas.
This narrative is essential for encouraging the
return of middle-class professionals and the
diaspora, whose skills are needed for the

reconstruction of the energy and health

sectors.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry of
media registration applications as the June 1

deadline approaches. Platforms that fail to
comply—particularly those perceived as
neutral or sympathetic to the RSF—will likely
be blocked or their local offices raided. On the
military front, the intelligence provided by

Nour al-Qoba may lead to surgical strikes on
RSF supply lines in North Darfur.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The

government will likely attempt to hold
regional "conferences for reconstruction" in
Khartoum or Port Sudan to bypass external
diplomatic tracks. The Million Housing Unit
project and energy grid repairs will become
the primary metrics of state success.

However, the dependency on Turkey, Saudi
Arabia, and Egypt for these projects will

deepen Sudan's alignment with a specific
regional bloc.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The transition of
rmed movements in liti within
the Democratic Bloc will reshape Sudan's
political landscape. If successful, this
"militarized civilian" governance model could
stabilize the country but may delay a return to
pure technocratic or liberal democratic rule.
The nti-mon launderin
established now will be the foundation for
Sudan’s eventual reentry into the global
financial system.

framework

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The EU’s stance on foreign interference is
being utilized to pressure the UAE;
policymakers should prepare for
heightened Sudanese diplomatic
assertiveness in international forums like
the UN Security Council.
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* The government's new media licensing

requirement poses a risk to press freedom;
diplomatic missions should monitor the

June 1 deadline to prevent the total
silencing of independent voices.

* Reconstruction efforts are increasingly
channeled through Turkish and Saudi
agencies, potentially sidelining Western
NGOs and developmental partners.

For Private Sector/Investors:

e The "Baladna" platform represents a
ignificant shif war ransparency in
trade; importers and exporters should
prepare for a transition to mandatory
digital transactions.

* The mining sector is facing stricter
environmental and safety regulations; firms
operating in Nile River State must evaluate
their proximity to residential zones to avoid
legal shutdowns.

Infrastructure opportunities in housing and
power are expanding, but rely heavily on
government "Hope" project guarantees,
necessitating careful risk assessment of the
state's financial liquidity.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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