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THE RAMADAN WAR:
STRATEGIC STALEMATE & GLOBAL FALLOUT

DAY 60: Iran Leverages Energy Architecture Against Fracturing US-Israeli Alliance.

Conflict evolves into high-stakes war of attrition with severe global economic disruptions &
NGB B¢ W\ [ US political instability. Iran transitions power to Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei, emphasizing
endurance. US naval assets face “humiliating defeat.” Nominal ceasefire “hanging by a thread.”

( et )

IRAN'S CONSOLIDATION) . | * 'STRAIT OF HoRMLE. US-ISRAELI CRISIS

& DEFIANCE WEAPONIZATION & FRACTURE

New Leader emphasizes national endurance, : VESSEL - =
rejects Western collapse narratives. s 1 26+ TRANSITS S ; /% e
State organs remain defiant; dismisses US PER BARREL PLUMMET —— gggﬂ'{‘fﬁé ;,AE"#"AESSI A/
claims.of oil infrastructure desl.rucliqn. £ oiL (1 20 FEW) — .
Offers live-stream proof of well integrity. f Secretary Hegseth grilled over $25B cost &

New naval weapon warned to “strike fear". De facto control drives global oil surge. munition depleyon: Loss'o! 44US aircraft ($8B).
Humanitarian crisis expands to

¥ Cascading failures in supply chains for PLASTICS, . . e
- ALUMINUM, FERTILIZERS (30-47% spike). international waters, isolating alliance.
European ailines face fuel surcharges & re-routing. HUMANITARIAN
FLOTILLA

UNIFIED SECURE
UNSOLIATION OILRIG

CHOKED EXPENSIVE ISRAELI FORCES SEIZED USREAR
SUPPLY CHAIN SECURITY RISK PLANE TICKET HUMANITARIAN FLOTILLA
" =

FINANCIAL STATECRAFT REGIONAL ASYMMETRY
& DE-DOLLARIZATION & INFLUENCE el

sy B ®

JAMMED STRATEGIC  TECHNOLOGICAL PATHOLOGY OF
RADAR RISH AMBIGUITY ~ ASYMMETRY LEADERSHIP
« US withholds $500M from Iraq (liquidity crisis). . Higbulla!l deployg ﬁher-optip drones immune « Collapse of US “complete control” narrative vs. reality.
« Iran/Russia shift to national currencies within to jamming, altering battlefield. + Low-cost tech neutralizes Western advantages.
BRICS to bypass “dictatorship of the dollar". + “Greater Israel” project cited as war driver. + Focus on US executive “mental stability” to
« UAE faces investor confidence crisis. + Bahrain revokes citizenships for sympathy. delegitimize overtures.

BRICS / RUBLE
&RIAL

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
FORESIGHT High-intensity hostilities likely Global food shortages peak Permanent shift in Persian Gulf security
TIMELINE if ceasefire expires. (late summer, civil unrest). architecture. Inevitable structural
Intensified US domestic protests. BRICS “de-dollarization" accelerates. change to European energy dependency.

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

|\ T(V] N « Engage regional mediators (Pakistan, Qatar), bypass US intermediaries. | + Anticipate 3-4 month supply chain lag (plastics/aluminum).
& ACTION + Establish “Global Governance Initiative” for maritime friction. « Divest from US bonds/hedge against yield spikes.
+ Urgent humanitarian intervention for Gaza aid. « Prioritize land-based logistics corridors, avoid Strait.

REPORT NARRATIVE POSTER | ENGLISH ONLY | NO QR CODES



TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

PRESSTV

APRIL 30, 2026

THE RAMADAN WAR REACHES A
STRATEGIC STALEMATE AS IRAN
LEVERAGES ENERGY
ARCHITECTURE AGAINST A
FRACTURING US-ISRAELI
ALLIANCE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On the 60th day of the "Ramadan War," the
conflict between the United States-Israeli
alliance and the Axis of Resistance has
evolved into a high-stakes war of attrition
characterized by severe global economic
disruptions and domestic political instability
within the United States. Following the death
of the previous Leader of the Islamic
Revolution, Iran has successfully transitioned
power to Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei, who
today emphasized national endurance and the
failure of Western efforts to incite internal
collapse. Iranian state organs remain defiant,
dismissing claims from the Trump
administration regarding the imminent
destruction of oil infrastructure and instead
highlighting the "humiliating defeat" of U.S.
naval assets in the region.

The strategic centerpiece of the day is the
continued weaponization of the Strait of

Hormuz. Despite a nominal ceasefire that is
"hanging by a thread," Iran continues to
exercise de facto control over maritime traffic,
driving global oil prices to over $126 per
barrel and causing cascading failures in
global supply chains for plastics, aluminum,
and fertilizers. In Washington, the political
fallout is intensifying; Secretary of War Pete
Hegseth faced a bruising six-hour
congressional hearing where lawmakers
labeled the war a "strategic blunder" and a
"self-inflicted wound." Simultaneously, the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza has expanded into
international waters, with Israeli forces
reportedly seizing a large humanitarian flotilla
near Crete, further isolating the alliance from
European and regional partners.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Consolidation of Iranian Leadership

* Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei issued a high-
profile message on National Persian Gulf
Day, framing the humiliating defeat of U.S.
and Israeli forces as the precursor to a new
global order.

* Nationwide rallies were held to renew
allegiance to the new leader, signaling a
successful transition 40 days after the
death of the previous leader.

e Parliament Speaker Mohammad Bagir
Ghalibaf asserted that the Iranian
government and military remain completely
united, contrary to Western reports of
internal rifts.

U.S. Military and Political Crisis

» Secretary of War Pete Hegseth was grilled
by Congress over the ballooning costs of

the war, estimated at $25 billion, and the
depletion of critical munitions.
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e Reports confirm the loss of 44 U.S. aircraft
since late February, including F-15s and
MQ-9 Reaper drones, costing
approximately $8 billion in air assets alone.

* The USS Gerald R. Ford is set to leave West
Asia following 300+ days of deployment,
citing technical failures and the need for
major repairs, reducing the U.S. naval
footprint.

Global Economic Fallout

* Oil prices have surged to over $126 per
barrel as daily transits through the Strait of

Hormuz have plummeted from 129 to just a
few vessels.

* The blockade has triggered a 30-47% spike
in fertilizer prices (nitrogen and urea),
threatening global food security and
pushing an estimated 30 million people
toward poverty.

* European airlines warned of significant

hikes in ticket prices due to fuel surcharges

and the necessity of re-routing around the
conflict zone.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Critical Infrastructure

* Ghalibaf dismissed President Trump's
social media claims of exploding oil
infrastructure, offering to live-stream well
operations to prove their integrity.

* Iran's Navy Commander, Rear Admiral
Shahram Irani, warned of a dreadful new
weapon that will be revealed soon to "strike
fear" into enemies near Iranian waters.

* Total Energy CEO warned that France's
energy reserves will only last 2-3 months if
disruptions in the Strait of Hormuz persist.

Economic Security & Financial Statecraft

* The U.S. Treasury has withheld $500
million in cash shipments to Iraq, citing
concerns over funds reaching the Islamic
Resistance, sparking a liquidity crisis in
Baghdad.

e Iran's Ambassador to Moscow confirmed a
strategic shift toward national currency use
(Ruble and Rial) within the BRICS
framework to bypass the "dictatorship of
the dollar."

* The UAE is facing a significant investor

confidence reports  of
expatriates relocating as the "security
promise" of Dubai is undermined by
regional instability.

crisis, with

Regional Influence & Power Projection

* The "Greater Israel" project is cited by
regional analysts as the central driver of
the war, with Israel allegedly seeking to
annex southern Lebanon up to the Litani
River.

* Hizbullah has introduced fiber-optic guided

drones that are immune to electronic
jamming and GPS spoofing, significantly
altering the battlefield dynamics in
southern Lebanon.

* Bahrain has moved to revoke the
citizenship of dozens of nationals for
expressing sympathy with Iran, a move
condemned by human rights activists as a
violation of international law.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on aggressive
oversight of the Trump administration's war
conduct and the financial repercussions of the
blockade. Debate in Tehran and Washington
reflects two different realities: one of defiant
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consolidation and the other of fractured
accountability.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* U.S. House Armed Services Committee
Hearing: A volatile session where
Secretary Pete Hegseth was accused of
lying to the public about war objectives and
the ‘"catastrophic" bombing of an
elementary school in Iran that killed 165
children.

* National Persian Gulf Day Statement:
President Pezeshkian reaffirmed that
regional security must rely on regional
cooperation and the exclusion of "hostile
states" from maritime governance.

* Iraqi Central Bank Briefing: Officials
addressed the risk of dangerous escalation

following the U.S. Federal Reserve’s
decision to halt dollar shipments required
for public sector salaries.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Strategic Ambiguity

The conflict has transitioned from localized
skirmishes to a transparent global war of
attrition. Iranian analysts suggest the U.S.
"unilateral ceasefire" was not a diplomatic
gesture but a strategic pause necessitated by
the failure to compel Iranian capitulation
through bombardment. The narrative of
"complete control" over the Strait of Hormuz
by U.S. forces is increasingly contradicted by
field data and economic indicators, suggesting
a growing gap between U.S.
dominance and operational reality.

declared

Technological Asymmetry in Regional
Warfare

A significant trend is the emergence of low-
cost, high-impact technology neutralizing
traditional Western military advantages. The
deployment of hundreds of fiber-optic drones
by Hizbullah represents a technological shock
that bypasses advanced electronic warfare
systems. This asymmetry extends to the "
on finances," where bond sales and currency
swaps are becoming frontline weapons
against the U.S. financial system's reliance on
the petrodollar.

war

The Pathology of Leadership

State media and international commentators
are increasingly focusing on the "mental
stability" of the U.S. presidency. Allegations of
dementia and derangement against Donald
Trump are being amplified by both domestic
U.S. critics and foreign adversaries. This
psychological framing serves to delegitimize
U.S. diplomatic overtures and portrays the
war as the result of personal instability rather
than coherent national interest.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a resumption of high-intensity
hostilities if the "ceasefire" expires without
a formal extension, as both sides have
utilized the pause for ical recalibr

* Domestic protests in the U.S. are likely to
intensify following the Hegseth hearings
and reports of high civilian casualties in
Iran, potentially impacting 2026 midterm
election strategies.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Global food shortages are predicted to peak
in late summer due to fertilizer supply
disruptions, likely resulting in civil unrest
in vulnerable nations like Pakistan, Egypt,
and Kenya.

* The "de-dollarization" trend within BRICS
will likely accelerate as Iran and Russia
finalize alternative payment corridors to
mitigate the impact of the U.S. naval
blockade.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The "security architecture" of the Persian
Gulf is undergoing a permanent shift. Iran’s
successful resistance to a major U.S.-Israeli
campaign suggests that regional hegemony
can no longer be maintained through
conventional naval presence alone.

Structural changes to European energy
dependency are inevitable, as the fragility
of the Strait of Hormuz has been fully
exposed, necessitating long-term shifts
toward non-Middle Eastern energy sources.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic efforts should bypass U.S.
intermediaries and engage with regional
mediators like Pakistan and Qatar, as Iran
has officially rejected direct talks with the
Trump administration.

e Establishment of a "Global Governance
Initiative" is needed to address maritime
frictions outside the U.N. Security Council,
given the paralysis caused by U.S. veto
power.

* Urgent humanitarian intervention is

required to secure aid delivery to Gaza, as

traditional naval flotillas are now being
intercepted in international waters.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers must

anticipate a 3-4 month lag for plastic and
aluminum shortages to propagate globally

due to the blockade.

e Financial Resilience: Institutional
investors should divest from U.S. bonds or

hedge against bond yield curve spikes as
"unwritten sales ceilings" are hit by Arab
institutional investors.

* Logistics Adaptation: Maritime insurance
rates will remain prohibitive; logistics firms
should prioritize land-based corridors or
alternative routes that avoid the Strait of
Hormuz entirely.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260430_083000

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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