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THE RAMADAN WAR STALEMATE:

IRANIAN CONTROL OF THE STRAIT

OF HORMUZ AND THE EROSION OF

US STRATEGIC DETERRENCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 3, 2026, marks a critical juncture in the

aftermath  of  the  "Ramadan  War,"  a  40-day

conflict between the United States, Israel, and

the Iranian-led "Axis of Resistance." Following

a  fragile  ceasefire  initiated  in  April,  the

geopolitical  landscape  has  shifted  toward  a

high-stakes economic and maritime standoff.

The  Islamic  Republic  of  Iran  has  effectively

asserted sovereign authority over the Strait of

Hormuz, implementing a "new management"

system that includes the collection of transit

tolls in non-dollar currencies and a permanent

ban  on  US  and  Israeli  vessels.  This  move

serves as a direct challenge to decades of US

naval hegemony in the Persian Gulf and has

triggered  a  global  energy  crisis,  with  oil

prices surging and secondary impacts hitting

global  food  security  through  fertilizer

production disruptions.

In  Washington,  the  Trump  administration

faces a domestic and international credibility

crisis.  Recent  Senate  hearings  have  grilled

Defense  Secretary  Pete  Hegseth over  the

legality of the war and the perceived failure to

achieve  "regime  change"  despite  the

assassination  of  top  Iranian  leaders.  Public

approval  for  President  Trump  has  reached

record  lows  as  the  US  economy  begins  to

fracture,  evidenced  by  the  bankruptcy  and

shutdown of Spirit Airlines due to doubling jet

fuel  costs.  Meanwhile,  the  administration's

"blockade of a blockade" strategy is failing to

stop  Iranian  oil  exports,  with  dozens  of

tankers reportedly bypassing US naval  units

to reach Asian markets.

Regionally,  the  conflict  is  transforming  the

nature  of  engagement.  Hezbollah  has

introduced  fiber-optic  guided  drones in

southern  Lebanon,  a  technological  leap  that

renders  traditional  electronic  jamming  and

multi-billion  dollar  air  defense  systems

ineffective. This "war of attrition" has forced

the  withdrawal  of  elite  Israeli  divisions  and

exposed US regional bases as "sitting ducks."

As  diplomacy  remains  stalled  in  Islamabad,

Iran's IRGC has issued a stark ultimatum: the

US  must  choose  between  an  "impossible

military operation" or a "bad deal" on Tehran's

terms,  signaling  that  the  window  for  a

negotiated settlement is rapidly closing.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Nationalization  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz: Iran has formally implemented a

new maritime law requiring all non-hostile

commercial vessels to pay tolls for passage.

The law permanently  bars  US and Israeli

ships and  establishes  a  specific  corridor

drawn by the IRGC Navy. 
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US  Domestic  Political  Instability:

President  Trump’s  disapproval  rating  has

hit  62% amid record inflation and energy

costs.  Lawmakers  are  increasingly

questioning  the  legality  of  the  war under

the  1974  War  Powers  Resolution,  noting

that  the  60-day  window  for  unauthorized

military action has expired. 

Hezbollah’s  Technological

Breakthrough: The  Lebanese  resistance

has  successfully  deployed  low-cost,  fiber-

optic drones that evade radar and jamming.

These  weapons  have  inflicted  significant

casualties on Israeli armor and personnel,

forcing  a  re-evaluation  of  ground

operations in South Lebanon. 

Failure  of  the  US  Naval  Blockade:

Despite  Washington’s  efforts  to  choke

Iranian  trade,  81  Iranian  or  Iran-linked

vessels have  successfully  transited  the

Strait since the blockade began on April 13,

with  supertankers  reaching  as  far  as

Indonesia. 

Global Economic Fallout: The closure of

the Strait to G7 nations has caused a 40%

jump in US petrol  prices.  Global fertilizer

production is at risk due to the disruption

of  natural  gas  shipments  (LNG),

threatening  a  secondary  crisis  in  global

food security.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

The  US  national  gasoline  average  has

reached $4.39 per gallon, up from under $3

before  the  conflict,  creating  severe

inflationary pressure. 

China has demonstrated high resilience by

maintaining 1.2  billion  barrels  of  onshore

reserves and  diversifying  into  renewable

energy, positioning it to market itself as the

"only reliable superpower." 

The UAE’s surprise withdrawal from OPEC

suggests  a  fracture  in  the  oil  cartel,

possibly intended to appease US demands

for  increased  production  while  shielding

Dubai's economy from war costs.

Security Architecture and Regional Power

Projection

Reports indicate that 14 out of 17 US bases

in the region sustained severe damage or

were  completely  destroyed  during  the

"Operation  True  Promise  4"  missile  and

drone waves. 

Iran is leveraging its 8,000 km land border

to  bypass  the  naval  blockade,  utilizing

corridors  through  Pakistan,  Iraq,  and

Central Asia to maintain trade. 

The US has withdrawn anti-missile defense

systems from East Asia to redeploy them to

West  Asia,  causing  concern  among  Asian

allies  like  the  Philippines  about  American

abandonment.

Diplomatic Engagement and Lawfare

Pakistan  has  emerged  as  the  primary

mediator, handling 14-point proposals from

Tehran, though trust remains non-existent

following  the  "betrayal"  of  previous

negotiation rounds. 

The  UN  has  expressed  "grave  concern"

over the seizure of the commercial  vessel

Tosca,  which  was  carrying  essential

medical  supplies,  labeling  the  blockade  a

threat to humanitarian law. 
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European  states  are  accused  by  UN

rapporteurs  of  "Israelization"  for  cracking

down  on  anti-war  activists and

humanitarian flotillas bound for Gaza.

Digital Sovereignty and Cybersecurity

Strategic analysts warn that subsea fiber-

optic cables in the Strait of Hormuz are a

critical vulnerability; sabotage could cause

regional internet outages and paralyze AI-

dependent economies in the Gulf. 

The  use  of  AI-generated  Lego  animations

and  memes  has  allowed  Iran  to  compete

effectively  in  the  "cognitive  warfare"

domain,  shifting  the  narrative  before

official US responses are formulated.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative bodies in both Iran and the United

States are responding to the conflict with new

frameworks  for  maritime  law  and  executive

oversight.  While  Tehran  is  codifying  its

control over the Strait,  Washington is facing

internal  legal  challenges  to  its  war-making

authorities.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Iranian  Strait  of  Hormuz  Regulatory

Law: A 12-point legislative plan to establish

full  sovereignty  over  the  strategic

waterway.  It  mandates  that  "hostile

countries"  pay  war  reparations  to  transit

and permanently bars Israeli-linked vessels.

US  War  Powers  Resolution  (1974)

Modification: Debated  in  the  context  of

the current conflict's  illegality;  lawmakers

argue  that  the  executive  branch  has

exceeded its authority to wage war without

a congressional mandate. 

UAE-Israel  Security  Agreement: A  new

deep-tech  and  cybersecurity  cooperation

pact aimed  at  redefining  the  regional

balance  of  power  in  the  face  of  Iranian

missile capabilities.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Senate  Armed  Forces  Committee

Hearing: Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth

and General Dan Kane were humiliated by

lawmakers over the failure to anticipate the

"horizontal escalation" of the war and the

depletion of US interceptor munitions. 

Human Rights Conference in Baghdad:

Intellectuals  and  clerics  condemned  US-

Israeli  war  crimes,  citing  the  deaths  of

1,701 Iranian civilians, including hundreds

of women and children. 

Spanish Foreign Ministry Press Event:

Minister  José  Manuel  Albares  demanded

the immediate release of a Spanish national

abducted from the "Sumoud Global Flotilla"

by the Israeli Navy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Escalation Dominance

The  conflict  has  exposed  a  fundamental

shift in warfare. The US/Israeli strategy of

"vertical  escalation"  (decapitation  strikes

on  leadership  to  force  surrender)  failed

because it  misunderstood Iranian political

culture. Tehran responded with "horizontal

escalation," widening the geography of the

war to include every US base in the region

and the global energy market. 
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The  reliance  on  multi-billion  dollar

platforms (F-35s, aircraft carriers) is being

undermined by asymmetric tools like fiber-

optic  drones  and  land-based  missile

batteries that are cheaper, more numerous,

and more adaptive.

The  Economic  Weaponization  of

Geography

Iran has successfully transitioned the Strait

of Hormuz from a defensive liability into an

offensive economic lever. By controlling the

flow of 20% of global oil and a large portion

of  LNG,  Tehran is  forcing the US and its

allies to bear the domestic political cost of

the  war  through  gas  lines  and  airline

collapses. 

The "de-dollarization" of the Strait's tolls is

a  strategic  move  to  erase  the  US  dollar

from  regional  commercial  equations,

mimicking the 1956 nationalization of  the

Suez Canal.

Domestic Fracture vs. National Unity

A stark contrast has emerged between the

two  adversaries.  While  the  US  is

experiencing  elite  descent  and  public

outrage over  the  war's  cost,  Iran  is

reporting  "unprecedented  national  unity."

Nightly  rallies  across  all  provinces—

including  traditionally  restive  areas  like

Sistan-Baluchestan—suggest  that  the

foreign threat has consolidated support for

the Islamic establishment. 

The  martyrdom of  Ali  Khamenei  is  being

framed not as a rupture but as a source of

"missile fuel" for the nation, with over 32

million  people  allegedly  signing  up  for

"sacrifice for homeland" campaigns.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): The  ceasefire  is

highly  likely  to  collapse  if  the  US  naval

blockade continues.  Iran views the blockade

as  a  direct  violation  of  the  truce and  has

indicated that its "premium arsenal" remains

unused.  Expect  further  targeting  of  Israeli

armored  units  in  South  Lebanon  by

Hezbollah’s  FPV  drones  and  potential

"sabotage"  events  involving  subsea  cables  if

trade isn't restored.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  US

November midterm elections will  serve as a

referendum on  the  war.  Projections  suggest

the  Republicans  will  lose  control of  one  or

both  chambers  of  Congress,  potentially

leading to impeachment proceedings against

Trump for his conduct of the war. Global food

prices  will  spike  as  the  fertilizer  shortage

impacts harvests in the Global South.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in

the global  energy trade is  underway.  If  Iran

maintains toll  collection in Yuan and Rubles,

the  dominance  of  the  petrodollar will  be

permanently  weakened.  Regional  US  allies

like the UAE and Saudi Arabia may "decouple"

from Washington’s security umbrella, seeking

protections from China or Russia as US bases

are proven to be liabilities rather than assets.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

De-escalate the Maritime Standoff: The

"blockade of a blockade" is failing to stop

Iranian exports while bankrupting Western

industries.  A  return  to  the  14-point

Islamabad  framework  is  the  only  viable

path to preventing a total regional war. 
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Reassess  Base  Security: Forward-

deployed  US  assets  in  the  Gulf  are

strategically  exposed.  Policy  should  shift

toward a withdrawal from damaged bases

to  prevent  further  loss  of  high-value

hardware  like  the  $618M  MQ-4C  Triton

drones. 

Address  the  Fertilizer  Crisis:

International  organizations must  prioritize

the  restoration  of  LNG flows through the

Strait  to prevent a catastrophic famine in

Sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Diversify  Energy  Exposure: Avoid

reliance  on  Persian  Gulf  maritime  routes

for the next 12 months. Companies should

pivot  toward  Chinese  renewable  energy

and  battery  stocks,  which  are  benefiting

from the gasoline-powered vehicle crisis. 

Supply Chain Adaptation: Logistics firms

must  utilize  Pakistan’s  six  new  land

corridors as  a  "transit  bridge"  to  sustain

trade with  West  and Central  Asia,  as  sea

routes remain contested. 

Monitor US Political Risk: The potential

for midterm election volatility and a shift in

congressional  control  may lead to  sudden

changes in sanctions regimes and military

spending; hedges should be placed against

a weakening US dollar.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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