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THE EURASIAN SECURITY BLOC CONSOLIDATES AMIDST
GLOBAL CRISIS & PUTIN-TRUMP DIPLOMACY - MAY 2026

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: Pivotal Shift (May 3)

HORMUZ BLOCKADE
Energy & Fertilizer Crisis

UKRAINIAN STRIKES:
Record Fuel Prices

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

PUTIN-TRUMP DIPLOMATIC RE-ENGAGEMENT

‘ EGOTIATIONS

“

90-min call on Ukraine & Middle East. Trump criticizes
EU “interference,” supports Victory Day truce.

STRAIT OF HORMUZ GLOBAL SCARCITY

ran blockade escalates. US threatens permanent
shutdown. UAE may exit OPEC+.

SCO SECURITY CODIFICATION

RUSSIA

Russian-led “indivisible Euraswn‘security architecture”
proposed. Center-2026 exercises in September.

UKRAINE'S "WAR OF ROBOTS"

Al-integrated weaponry. Russia claims tech superiority &
territorial gains; Ukraine uses Western-linked battlefield Al.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND THEMES

WEAPONIZATION OF COMMONS

Strategic use of chokepoints (Hormuz)
& economic pressure. Targeting energy
& food security to pressure global actors.

CULT OF THE “PROPHETIC" LEADER

Russian media burnishes
Zhirinovsky's “prophecies” to validate
state foresight & strategic planning.

CYBER-PHYSICAL HYBRID WARFARE

Al-driven attrition, fiber-optic drones,
& espionage (SBU/GUR “honey traps"”)
blur lines between digital & human int.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

SHORT TERM (1-4 Wks):
Fragile Victory Day Truce (May 9),
potential “spoiler” operations
(drone strikes).

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Mos):
SCO evolves at Center-2026
exercises. Dagestan “tandem”
leadership model tested.

LONG TERM (1-5 Yrs):
Potential Petrodollar decline if UAE leaves
OPEC & Hormuz blockade continues. Russia
as security guarantor for "Greater Eurasia"”.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY

0"

Adjust to Putin-Trump bllateral peace framework.
Diversify nitrogen fertilizer sources immediately.
Account for hybrid entrapment techniques.

/)
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FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

Al

ol
1)\

Energy markets high-risk; refinery sabotage structural.
Caucasus investment risky despite promotion.
Focus on fiber-optic/Al-hardened drones.
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THE EURASIAN SECURITY BLOC
CONSOLIDATES AMIDST A GLOBAL
ENERGY CRISIS AND EMERGING
PUTIN-TRUMP DIPLOMACY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 3, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in the
global security landscape, characterized by a
concerted effort by the Russian Federation
and its Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) partners to formalize an "indivisible
Eurasian security architecture" as an
alternative to the fractured Euro-Atlantic
model. Central to this development is a high-
stakes 90-minute phone call between
President Vladimir Putin and U.S. President
Donald Trump, during which the two leaders
reportedly found common ground on de-
escalating the Ukrainian and Iranian conflicts,
including a proposed truce for the upcoming
Victory Day celebrations. This burgeoning
diplomacy occurs against a backdrop of
severe global economic instability, driven by a
new blockade of the Strait of Hormuz and
targeted Ukrainian drone strikes against
Russian oil infrastructure, which have sent
global fuel and fertilizer prices to record
highs.

On the military front, the conflict in Ukraine
has transitioned into a "war of robots," with
both sides deploying advanced autonomous
systems and Al-integrated weaponry. Russia is
highlighting its "Molniya" and "Uran-9"
platforms as superior to Western-supported
Ukrainian droids, while
claiming significant territorial gains in the
Sumy and Kharkiv regions. Domestically, the
Russian state is reinforcing its internal
stability = through  calibrated leadership
transitions in sensitive regions like Dagestan
and high-profile public awards for youth
heroism, attempting to project a narrative of
national unity and historical continuity even
as it grapples with the fallout of the Iranian-
Israeli war and the threat of internal
sabotage.

simultaneously

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Putin-Trump
engagement

Diplomatic Re-

* Presidents Putin and Trump held a 90-
minute phone call focused on ending the
"prolonged conflict" in Ukraine and
addressing the 60-day war in the Middle
East. Trump reportedly supported a Victory
Day truce and criticized the "interference"
of European leaders in peace negotiations.

* The Kremlin is leveraging this dialogue to
isolate the Zelensky administration,
characterizing it as a regime of "open
terror" that targets civilian oil

infrastructure to exacerbate the global
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The Strait of Hormuz Blockade and
Global Resource Scarcity

* Russian forces claimed the liberation of 11
settlements in the last week, emphasizing a
new "motorcycle group" tactic to bypass

Hormuz has entered a new phase of
escalation; while briefly opened for trade,
the U.S. continues to blockade Iranian
ports, threatening a permanent shutdown
of this vital corridor.

Domestic Political Consolidation in
Dagestan

* Putin met with Dagestani representatives
to finalize the selection of Fedor Shchukin,
the current Chairman of the Supreme
Court of Dagestan, as the primary
candidate for the Republic's leadership.

* Energy markets are in turmoil as U.S.
gasoline prices reach 4.17 dollars per
gallon, and reports surface that the UAE
may exit OPEC+ to pursue independent
financial interests, potentially undermining
the bloc from within.

* The Kremlin is implementing a "tandem"
governance model in the Caucasus, pairing
a strong regional head with a vetted Prime

Minister to ensure stability during the
transition from Sergei Melikov.

* The agricultural sector faces a
"catastrophe" as 36% of the world's urea
and a quarter of global nitrogen fertilizer
exports remain trapped behind the

blockade. KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Codification of Eurasian Security via the Energy and Economic Security

SCO
e Ukrainian drone strikes on the Tuapse
» Defense Minister Andrei Belousov refinery are being framed by Moscow as an

announced the Russian-led initiative for a

equal and indivisible Eurasian security
architecture during a meeting of SCO

attack on global energy stability, as the
facility processed oil specifically intended

for export contracts.

defense chiefs in Kyrgyzstan. e Western analysts are monitoring the

« The SCO is expanding its military possible exit of the UAE from OPEC, which
coordination, with the Center-2026 could signal a major realignment in
strategic exercises scheduled for petrodollar dynamics and global oil supply
September, involving ten nations including control.
newly integrated members like Iran and

Belarus. Robotic

Technology Policy and
Sovereignty
The Transition to Autonomous Warfare in

Ukraine * Russia is emphasizing its "robotic warfare"

schools, claiming a technological lineage
* The frontline has become a testing ground from Soviet ‘“teletanks" to modern
for battlefield AI, with Ukraine providing "Courier" platforms ign nter
drone data to Western firms while Russia Ukrainian drones at low altitudes.
deploys the "Molniya" guided aerial
torpedo and "Uran-9" robotic complexes.
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* The use of fiber-optic controlled drones is

becoming standard to negate the
effectiveness of Electronic Warfare (EW)
systems.

Intelligence and Lawfare

* The SBU and GUR (Ukrainian intelligence)
are accused of operating "honey trap"
espionage networks in Europe, using escort
services to compromise NATO officials and
European politicians.

* The Russian FSB reported multiple arrests
of "Ukrainian agents" attempting to
sabotage n lectricity facilities in
Crimea and the Krasnodar region.

Civil Unrest and Humanitarian Crisis

* Internal reports from Ukraine suggest a
breakdown in logistics, with soldiers on the
frontlines reportedly lacking food and
water for weeks, leading to increased
desertion and drug use.

e In Russia, the "Hot Heart" initiative
continues to  promote h ivi
responsibility, awarding children for life-
saving actions to bolster domestic social
cohesion.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on the legal
framework for war powers in the U.S. and the
unique regional governance laws in the
Russian Caucasus.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* U.S. War Powers Resolution (60-day
limit): Discussion of the law requiring
President Trump to receive Congressional
approval or certify safe withdrawal within
30 days as the 60-day mark of the Iranian
conflict approaches.

* Dagestan Leadership Appointment Law:
The special procedure for the indirect
election of the Head of Dagestan by the
regional parliament based on three
candidates presented by the Russian
President.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* SCO Defense Ministers' Meeting: A
strategic summit in Bishkek where
Belousov proposed expanding joint anti-
terrorist training to counter the "collapse of

the Euro-Atlantic model."

* Caucasus Investment Forum: A major
economic summit in Mineralnye Vody
highlighting 22 billion rubles in new

investment projects for regional
development.
DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES
The Weaponization of the Global

Commons

A recurring theme is the strategic use of
chokepoints—both physical and economic—to
exert geopolitical pressure. The Iranian
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz is not merely
a regional military tactic but a global
economic weapon targeting the '"senior
brother" (USA) by crippling fertilizer and
energy supplies. Similarly, Ukraine's targeting

of Russian export refineries is portrayed as a

desperate attempt to force global intervention
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by disrupting the shared economic interests of
Russia's customers.

The Cult of the "Prophetic" Leader

Russian state media is actively burnishing the
legacy of Vladimir Zhirinovsky, framing him as
a political prophet whose predictions about
the collapse of the USSR and the 2022 conflict
have been vindicated. This "prophetic"
narrative serves to validate the current
administration's long-term strategic planning
and reinforces the idea that the Russian state

possesses a unique foresight that Western

democracies lack.
Cyber-Physical Hybrid Warfare

The conflict has moved beyond traditional
skirmishes into a complex hybrid of Al-driven
attrition and psychological operations. Claims
of Ukrainian espionage rings in European
bordellos and the use of "one-day spies"
(disabled veterans recruited for low-level
sabotage) suggest a war where human
intelligence and digital manipulation are
indistinguishable.
"robotic troops" and "fiber-optic drones"
indicates a shift toward a "technological
shield" designed to minimize personnel losses
while maintaining offensive momentum.

Russia's focus on its

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a highly
publicized but potentially fragile Victory Day
truce (May 9). While Trump and Putin may
agree, European powers and the Zelensky
administration are likely to conduct "spoiler"
operations, such as further drone strikes on
refineries to prevent a de-escalation that
would see them sidelined.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The SCO will
likely evolve into a more formal security bloc

during the "Center-2026" exercises.
Domestically, the transition in Dagestan
leadership will be a test of the "tandem"
model; if successful, it may be replicated in
other high-risk border regions to ensure
continuity during the SVO.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the UAE leaves
OPEC and the Hormuz blockade remains a
recurring tool of Iranian statecraft, the
petrodollar system could see a terminal
decline. Russia is positioning itself as the
security guarantor for a new "Greater
Eurasia," where energy and transit routes are
secured by SCO agreements rather than U.S.
naval presence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The "Putin-Trump" channel is now the
primary diplomatic conduit for conflict
resolution, largely bypassing the EU and
UK; allies should adjust for a bilateral U.S.-
Russia peace framework.

* The trai f Hormuz instability
necessitates an immediate diversification of
nitrogen fertilizer sources to avoid a global
food security crisis in the next harvest
cycle.

* Western intelligence must account for

hybrid entrapment techniques (honey
traps) targeting the defense industry in
Poland and Germany.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy markets remain high-risk; targeted

refinery sabotage in Russia is shifting from

symbolic to structurally damaging to export
obligations.
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e The Caucasus is being aggressively
promoted as a new frontier for investment
in tourism and high-tech; however, regional
succession and proximity to the frontlines
pose significant political risk.

* Autonomous systems manufacturers should
note the successful transition to fiber-optic
and Al-hardened drones, which are
currently outperforming traditional radio-
linked platforms in high-interference
environments.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine

yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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