TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

IRINN

MAY 4, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

IRAN ASSERTS NAVAL SOVEREIGNTY OVER HORMUZ AMID
GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS & DOMESTIC MOBILIZATION (MAY 2026)

A Visual Narrative of Escalating Tensions, Economic Impacts, and Strategic Shifts
TRAIT: A NEW MARITIME ORDER

Collection of "Transit Fees” Begun
(30% Military, 70% Public Welfare)

Warning Cruise
Missiles & Drones

—— US "Project Liberty"
(Dismissed as Bluff)

WESTERN ECONOMIC FRAGILITY IRANIAN DOMESTIC RESILIENCE
& FUEL CRISIS & RECONSTRUCTION
|

UK Authorized Flight
Iz Cancellations Due
to Fuel Costs

US GAS: UK JET FUEL: - s Anysts Ministry of Economy:) RECONSTRUCTION & Rectf)nstruclinn
$5-G/GALLON PRICESDOUBLED pyguterbovons® || ynevrnancial | NATIONAL EMPATHY | of 50001
o Prevent Layoffs

Housing Units in
to Control Energy (Iran Hamdel) Tehran Underway

I
]
e

Loans of 44 Million
Tomans/Worker
for Businesses

. s ——— A9 Minab School Bombing
Internal Polling: 61% View Western Coalition Rift: “Martyrdom” Used
War as “Strategic Mistake” France Refuses Naval Ops

£ for Mobilization
STRATEGIC SHIFT & FUTURE FORESIGHT

THE NARRATIVE OF ENERGY SECURITY & TRADE DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT
ECLINE” & LAWFARE

THE NARRATIVE CHINA DEFIES US SANCTIONS IRAN'S 14-POINT PEACE PLAN
“Vietnamization” of Conflict for US & "SHADOW FLEET” FLOWS (via Pakistan)
“Post-American World” Rhetoric China Bans Domestic Compliance
~ - Demands P t End to War,

US Base “Al-Udeiri” in Kuwait Suffers w:tl: Us S"anctlons emﬁg ﬁucf;aﬂag::cesgiov?s ¥
Significant Damage, 90% Withdrawal SlpertankerchiugesdtiatesBlockate Legal Proceedings in International

Asymmetric & Cheap Technology . with 19M B_arrels 5 Court for “War Crimes”
Defeating Trillion-Dollar US Military Global Nickel, Jet Fuel Prices at Record Highs

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):
Increased Naval Friction, Economic Re-engineering,

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Volatile Energy Markets Peace Plan Traction in Europe

Hormuz as "lIranian-Managed" Waterway,
Non-Dollar Financial System Strengthens

RECOMMENDATIONS: Diplomatic De-escalation, Energy Diversification for Europe, Prepare for Supply Chain Risks & Maritime Insurance Costs




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

IRINN

MAY 4, 2026

IRAN ASSERTS NAVAL
SOVEREIGNTY OVER HORMUZ
STRAIT AMID ESCALATING GLOBAL
ENERGY CRISIS AND DOMESTIC
MOBILIZATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 4, 2026, Iranian state media solidified
a narrative of "Victory in the Third Imposed
War," characterized by a transition from
defensive posturing to active enforcement of
naval sovereignty in the Hormuz Strait. The
Revolutionary Guard (IRGC) and the Iranian
Navy have published precise maps of their
operational zones, mandating that all
commercial and military traffic adhere to
Iranian "transit protocols" or face "serious
risks." This enforcement is framed as a
response to US "maritime piracy" and "Project
Liberty," a US-led effort to reopen the strait
that Iran dismisses as a failed bluff. State
rhetoric suggests the US is currently in a
"strategic trap," unable to secure the
waterway while suffering from domestic
inflation and fuel costs exceeding $6 per
gallon in some regions.

Domestic stability remains a primary focus of
the Ebrahim Raisi administration, with the

Ministry of Economy launching a massive
three-tier financial support package to
prevent labor layoffs in businesses affected by
the conflict. While infrastructure damage from
US and Israeli strikes is acknowledged—
notably the "martyrdom" of 168 students in
the Minab school bombing—the government is
aggressively promoting reconstruction and
"national empathy" (Iran Hamdel) campaigns.
Internationally, Iran is highlighting a growing
rift in the Western coalition, citing France’s
refusal to join US naval operations and
China’s open defiance of US sanctions by
continuing to purchase Iranian "shadow fleet"
oil.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Enforcement of the "Hormuz Protocol"

e The IRGC published a detailed map
defining the limits of the Hormuz Strait,
extending from Mubarak Mountain in Iran
to Fujairah in the UAE, and from Qeshm to
Umm Al-Quwain published the map.

e Commander of the Khatam al-Anbiya
Central Headquarters warned that any
approaching US naval assets would be
targeted for attack.

* Reports indicate that Iran has begun
collecting "transit fees" for environmental
and safety services, with 30% allocated to
military funding and 70% to public welfare
collecting transit fees.

Western Economic Fragility and Fuel
Crisis

* UK jet fuel prices have doubled, leading the
British government to
cancellation of flights.

authorize the
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» US gas prices are reportedly approaching
$5-6 per gallon, with analysts claiming the
US has "run out of options" to control
energy costs.

* Internal US polling cited by Iranian media
suggests 61% of Americans view the war
with Iran as a "strategic mistake" war is a
mistake.

Domestic Economic
Reconstruction

Shielding and

* The Ministry of Economy has initiated a
support program for small, medium, and
large enterprises, offering loans of 44
million Tomans per worker to prevent
layoffs.

* Major infrastructure projects, including the
Shahid Soleimani Freeway in Qom, were
inaugurated to demonstrate state capacity

Soleimani Freeway inaugurated.

* Reconstruction of over 5,000 housing units
in Tehran's Region 4 is underway following
"US-Zionist" missile strikes 5,181 units

repaired.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Regional Influence

* Iran has rejected US "Project Liberty" as a
propaganda tool and insists that no naval
transit has occurred without explicit

Iranian rdination.

* The IRGC Navy reportedly fired "warning
cruise and drones at US
destroyers attempting to enter the strait
with radars turned off.

missiles"

Energy Security & Trade

* China has officially banned its domestic
companies from following US sanctions,
signaling a total collapse of the US
maximum pressure campaign.

* Iran’s "Shadow Fleet" continues to move oil
to the Far East, with one supertanker (the
*Huge*) successfully evading US naval
blockades with 19 million barrels.

Labor & Social Order

* The government has increased the credit
for "Omid Cards" for mothers and
expanded the "Kalabarg" (electronic
coupon) system for 87 million citizens.

* Public gatherings under the "Iran Hamdel"
banner have continued for 64 consecutive
nights, serving as a barometer for regime

social support.
Diplomatic Engagement & Lawfare

* Iran has presented a "14-point peace plan"
through Pakistan, which demands a
permanent end to the war but refuses

nuclear con ions.

* Legal proceedings have been initiated in
the International Court against the US for
"war crimes" related to the Minab school

bombing.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity has shifted toward
wartime emergency measures and social
welfare expansions. The Raisi administration
is utilizing "data-driven governance" to
identify  distressed sectors and target
subsidies to maintain the labor market.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260504_100000

BILLS & POLICIES DISCUSSED

* The 14-Point Peace Proposal: A
diplomatic framework submitted to the US
via Pakistan, insisting on an unconditional
withdrawal of US forces and a 30-day
timeline for a permanent ceasefire.

* Hormuz Transit Fee Law: Implementation
of a maritime levy on all commercial
vessels passing through Iranian-controlled

waters, with fees payable in Rials.

* Enterprise Support Tier-3: A new policy
targeting large firms (over 50 employees)
to provide working capital and liquidity for
wages.

* Rural Cooperative Guarantee
Expansion: Increasing the guarantee limit
for rural and nomadic cooperative members
from 5 million to 100 million Tomans.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* Ministry of Economy Briefing: Dr.
Rahimi detailed the use of "Shaparak"
transaction data and tax analysis to map
war-im in IS.

* Foreign Ministry Press Conference:
Spokesman Esmaeil Baghaei emphasized
that Iran is the "guardian of the strait" and

that US threats have no utility.

* IRGC Naval Briefing: Detailed the
interception of US destroyers and the

publication of the new maritime map.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Narrative of "American Decline" State
media is heavily investing in the
"Vietnamization" of the Iran conflict for the
US. Analysts frequently cite the "post-
American world," suggesting that the US has

lost its role as the global "hegemonic center"
post-American world. This is supported by
reports of US bases in the region, particularly
"Al-Udeiri" in Kuwait, suffering significant
damage from IRGC "Vadeh Sadegh 4"
operations, forcing a 90% withdrawal of
personnel. The narrative suggests that while
the US spends $1 trillion on its military, it is
being defeated by Iran’s "asymmetric" and
"cheap" drone/missile technology cheap

technology winning.

Strategic Patience vs. Economic
Asymmetry Iran’s strategy appears to be a
calculated “"attrition" of Western energy
markets. By restricting Hormuz and forcing
the US into "Project Liberty" bluffs, Iran is
driving global prices of nickel, jet fuel, and
crude to record highs nickel prices spike. The
state believes that the Iranian population,
accustomed to 47 years of sanctions, has a
higher '"resilience threshold" than Western
voters who are revolting against gas prices.
The use of local platforms like "Eitaa" and
"Bale" for "digital economy" growth during
internet outages is highlighted as a form of

digital sovereignty.

The "Minab Martyrdom" as a Moral Pivot
The bombing of the Shajareh Tayyebeh school
in Minab has been elevated to a central pillar
of Iranian war propaganda. It is used to justify
the "Third Imposed War" label and to mobilize
children as "Mohitiar" (environmental/social)
activists under the Mission Makan program.
This theme merges nationalist mourning with
a religious call to action, framing the conflict
as a struggle for "g>" (truth) against "JbL"
(falsehood) truth vs falsehood.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Increased naval friction is likely as Iran
begins enforcing its "transit fees." Any US
attempt to escort ships without Iranian
coordination will likely result in warning

fires or interceptions.

* Global energy markets will remain volatile;
if the UK fuel crisis worsens, expect more

severe domestic flight restrictions in

Europe.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

e Iran will likely complete the re-
engineering" of its toward
"downstream industries" and "raw material
processing” to bypass maritime export

reliance downstream industry shift.

* The 14-point peace plan may gain traction
with European allies (France/Spain) who
are increasingly vocal about independence
from US policy.

economy

Long Term (1-5 Years)

e Structural shifts in global oil transit: The
Hormuz Strait could transition into a
permanently "Iranian-managed" waterway
with international acceptance of Iranian
maritime law.

e The acceleration of the "Non-Dollar"
financial system (BRICS/China-Iran) could
fundamentally weaken the US Treasury's
sanctions capability.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic De-escalation: The US and its
allies should evaluate the Iranian 14-point
plan seriously, as the current "Project
Liberty" naval posture is being effectively
neutralized by Iranian asymmetric forces.

* Energy Diversification: European states
must accelerate alternative fuel sourcing as
the "Hormuz risk" is no longer a theoretical

threat but an enforced reality.

* Alliance Friction: Policy makers should
prepare for a fracture within NATO
regarding Iran, as states like France and

Spain licl ndemn

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: High-tech
components and critical minerals (Nickel)
will see continued price spikes due to
transit restrictions.

* Maritime Insurance: Commercial vessels
should expect mandatory "Iranian
insurance" or transit fees, adding a fixed
cost to all Middle Eastern logistics.

* Infrastructure Investment:
Opportunities exist in Iranian
reconstruction and "digital sovereignty"
sectors as the state pivots toward local

platforms.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
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trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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