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MEDIUM TERM (Months): LONG TERM (Years):
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EU: Green hydrogen focus, wary of media laws.
US: Ag-partnership template.
Investors: Mining/BTP opportunities, navigate
complex regulations.
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ALGERIA PROJECTS REGIONAL
ECONOMIC LEADERSHIP WHILE
CONSOLIDATING ITS
CONSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORK
AMIDST INTENSIFYING
DIPLOMATIC ENGAGEMENT AND
REGIONAL TENSION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 5, 2026, Algerian state media
emphasized a narrative of robust economic
growth, institutional modernization, and
strategic regional positioning. The central
development is a newly released International
Monetary Fund (IMF) report projecting
Algeria’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP) to
exceed $317 billion in 2026, a milestone that
would place the nation as the leading
economy in the Maghreb and the fourth
largest in Africa. This economic surge is being
attributed to high-impact projects in the
mining, agriculture, and industrial
transformation sectors, as well as a
government-led effort to formalize and
digitize the national accounting system.

Concurrently, the presidency is leveraging
international  platforms  to signal a
commitment to the "Rule of Law." The 3rd

International Colloquium on Constitutional
Review, held in Algiers with United Nations
support, served as a vehicle for President
Abdelmajid Tebboune to reiterate his pledge
to the Algerian people for a state founded on
the absolute supremacy of the constitution.
This internal consolidation is paired with
aggressive diplomatic outreach, including
high-level visits from European Union and
Egyptian officials focusing on energy security,
green hydrogen, and migration management.
The state media also maintained a highly
critical focus on regional rival Morocco,
framing house demolitions and social unrest
there as evidence of systemic corruption and
state failure, contrasting it with Algeria's
perceived stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* IMF GDP Projections and Economic
Revaluation: The IMF has projected
Algeria’s GDP to reach $317.17 billion in
2026, representing a significant growth
raj from $2 illion in 2024.
Analysts attribute this to the integration of
the non-observed economy and strategic
investments in critical minerals like the
Gara Djebilet iron ore project and
phosphate expansion.

Constitutional Consolidation: The
Constitutional Court launched its third
international colloquium, emphasizing the
role of constitutional review in protecting
fundamental rights. The event featured
participation from the UNDP and legal
experts from Egypt and other nations,
intended to legitimize the 2020
constitutional reforms.
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* Strategic EU-Algeria Engagement: EU
Commissioner for the Mediterranean
Dubravka Suica conducted a series of high-
level meetings in Algiers, targeting
cooperation in green hydrogen, migration
management, and natural disaster
prevention.

* Agricultural Sovereignty and Industrial
Transformation: The Sevital group is
advancing a massive sugar beet project in
Ghardaia, aiming for 100% Algerian-
produced sugar by 2028. This $600 million
investment is designed to reduce import
dependency and strengthen national food
security.

* Hydrocarbon Integration with Egypt: A
memorandum of understanding was signed
between Sonatrach and Egyptian partners
for the marketing of crude oil and
petroleum products, signaling deeper
energy integration between the two
regional powers.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and State Capacity:
The government is prioritizing the
formalization of the economy and the
modernization of statistics. The "National
Addressing Reference" project, briefed to the
cabinet, is a key component of this digital
transformation aimed at improving public
service delivery and socio-economic planning.
Discussions in the "Déclic" talk show
highlighted the need for banking reform and
increased private sector productivity to
maintain GDP growth beyond hydrocarbon
rents.

Investment Climate: International interest
is growing in Algeria's agricultural sector. US
Deputy Secretary of State Christopher Lando
highlighted @ the  "Bledna" project, a

partnership with Qatar to establish a massive

milk production plant, which includes the
importation of 30,000 American cows to
Algeria's southern regions.

Rule of Law and Press Freedom: The
presidency marked World Press Freedom Day
by calling for a "free and responsible" media
that respects mnational security interests.
Tebboune’s message to the Constitutional
Court colloquium emphasized that
constitutional supremacy is the "fundamental
principle guiding the action" of all state
institutions, a move intended to frame current
governance as a break from previous eras of
impunity.

Food and Water Security: The Ministry of
National Defense (MDN) hosted an
international conference on the sustainability
of water and environment in the face of
climate change. This signals that water
management has been elevated to a matter of
national defense and strategic sovereignty.

Domestic Stability & Regional Influence:
State media continued to broadcast narratives
of Moroccan social wrath and humanitarian
crises in the Western Sahara/Morocco region,
likely intended to reinforce domestic Algerian
cohesion by highlighting regional instability.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Algerian government reviewed several
regulatory frameworks intended to
standardize infrastructure maintenance and
enhance social protection systems.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Executive Decree on Construction
Standards: Outlines procedures and
conditions for the approval, construction,
and operation of products used in road and
airport infrastructure.

* Social Security Financing Plan: A
comprehensive action plan to ensure the

sustainability of retirement funds and social

inclusion impact in light of demographic
shifts.

* Mining Law 22-18: Discussed as the
framework that opened the mining sector

to foreign participation while retaining
state control over strategic minerals.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Constitutional Court Colloquium:
President Tebboune delivered a message
(read by Court President Leila Aslawi) on

the primacy of constitutional law.

* Government Briefing on National
Addressing: Prime Minister’'s report on
the socio-economic impact of modernizing
the national address system by 2030.

* Ministerial Meeting on Hydrocarbons:
Bilateral talks with Egypt regarding the
Hassi  Berkine field expansion and
marketing MoUs.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Narrative of Economic
Exceptionalism: Algeria is clearly attempting
to pivot from being viewed as a "rentier state"
to a regional industrial power. The emphasis
on the GDP reaching $317 billion is being
used to justify recent austerity and import-
restriction policies. The "Déclic" program
highlighted that this growth is ‘"real

production" and not just a hydrocarbon surge,
pointing to import substitution in the BTP
(building/public works) and agricultural
sectors. The successful "Bac Blanc" and "BEM
Blanc" mock exams and the birth of rare white
lion cubs at the Ben Aknoun zoo are utilized
as domestic indicators of "normalcy" and state
competence.

Legal Warfare and Institutional
Legitimacy: The government is wusing
"Lawfare" internally to solidify its position. By
focusing on constitutional review and the
"Rule of Law," the Tebboune administration
seeks to institutionalize the Hirak-era reforms
while maintaining control over the narrative

! nsible" The Constitutional
Court is being framed as the final safeguard
for citizens, a mechanism intended to redirect

social grievances into formal legal channels.

Geopolitics of Energy and Resources:
Algeria is positioning itself as a vital partner
for the EU’s green transition. The meetings
with EU Commissioner Suica regarding green
hydrogen suggest Algiers is leveraging its gas
infrastructure to secure a future in the
renewable energy market. At the same time,
the reliance on Egyptian expertise for
petroleum product marketing suggests a
pragmatic approach to regional cooperation
to stabilize energy revenues.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect the
conclusion of mock exams and the finalization
of the African Swimming Championships in
Oran, which will be framed as a major
logistical success. The government will likely
continue to publicize IMF data to counter any
domestic criticism regarding the cost of living.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Further
formalization of energy agreements with
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Egypt and the EU is expected. The "National
Service Census" for the 2009 cohort will be a
key administrative priority, reflecting
continued emphasis on national defense and
state registry accuracy.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The success of the
sugar beet and dairy projects will determine if
Algeria can truly achieve food sovereignty.
The $317 billion GDP figure sets a high
benchmark; failing to meet this projection due
to potential hydrocarbon price volatility would
pose a significant risk to the current
administration's legitimacy.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The EU should capitalize on the green
hydrogen dialogue but remain wary of
Algeria's  strict  "national constants"
regarding media and press freedom.

* The US-Algeria partnership in the
agricultural sector (Bledna) offers a
template for non-hydrocarbon engagement
that could stabilize regional food supply
chains.

* Observers should monitor the UNDP's role

in the Constitutional Court to see if
reforms translate into
increased judicial independence.

institutional

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Significant opportunities exist in mining
and BTP, but investors must navigate a
complex regulatory environment that
prioritizes local integration and state-led
"sovereignty."

* The focus on modernizing statistics and
digitization will likely improve market
transparency, but bureaucratic "lethargy"
remains a noted risk in the banking sector.

* The development of the electric vehicle and

motorcycle market (Moto Expo) indicates a

growing consumer segment interested in
technology-led urban mobility solutions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated more about the GDELT Project at https:/
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. archive.org/details/tv.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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