TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CHANNELSTV

MAY 5, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

B K NIGERIA'S TRIPLE CRISIS: X N

Political Migrations, Economic Duality, & Global Tensions
(A May 2026 Strategic Briefing)

POLITICAL DEFECTION & LEADERSHIP SCHISMS
Elite Ambitions Outweigh Unity; Opposition Fragmented into Tri-Polar System

ADC COLLAPSE & NDC RISE PDP CHRONIC CRISIS

SUPREME COURT VERDICT
FAILED TO SETTLE;
Continued Legal &
Administrative Paralysis

ADC legislative
presence
diminished;
NDC posmoned as
17 House Members & P””‘G{Y'%%PZ‘;S“'°" OBIDIENT & KWANKWASIYYA
Senators Defect i CONSOLIDATION

MAKINDE FACTION
(Tanimu Turaki
Interim NWC)

WIKE FACTION
(Rejects as
Null & Void)

NNPCL REVENUE SURGE

CITIZEN'S DESPAIR
(Macro Win)

|
(Micro Pain) ‘

./,
o

> 1 300 WIDENING “TRUST DEFICIT"
NAIRA/LITER (Refinery Promises Unmet)

vs SECURITY & LAWFARE
°

\ JUSTICE CRACK

POOR TROOP
WELFARE
%
(Activist Remanded)

WELFARE
i
ARRAIGNED ON CYBERCRIME;

Raises Alarms on Free Speech & Democratic Norms

VCRU ESTABLISHED _/ Law Weaponized vs. |
(IGP Audit) — |

FEDERATION
ACCOUNT
(Exec Order #9)

2.88 TRILLION NAIRA

GDP GROWTH
(March 2026 Remittance)

(2025 Report)

XENOPHOBIC CRISIS

STRAIT OF HORMUZ BLOCDE
(South Africa)

(Global Energy)

=

REGULATORY &
TECH SHOCKS

X

AIRTIME LENDING

NIGERIA IRANIAN

~ PROJECT
FREEDOM

130+
VOLUNTARY
REPATRIATION
National Assembly Joint Ad-hoc
Committee; Diplomatic & VOLATILITY
Economic Retaliation Debated

SHORT TERM: 1-4 WEEKS

Heightened Unrest
(Repatriation Stories), "Justice

(o= NDC Overtakes PDP in
Assembly, NNPCL Refinery
Crack” Trial Flashpoint '::>

INTERNATIONAL
EXTORTION
ATTEMPTS

GLOBAL OIL PRICE \_

(Dictated by US-Iran Conflict)

Progress Crucial for Confidence

SUSPENDED
(40M DISCONNECTED)

KLEPT Al
WITHDRAWS
SERVICES
(95% Fraud Rate)

I‘I]

Regulatory Overlap & Al
Digital Sovereignty Risks

STRATEGIC 0UTLO0K & RECOMMENDATIONS

LONG TERM: 1-5 YEARS

CNG/EV Push for Energy
Independence, 50-Year Economic
@ Plan Institutionalization Key

RECOMMENDATIONS: Escalate Xenophobia Crisis to AU; Accelerate Regional Humanitarian Trade Corridor;
Private Sector: Brace for Regulatory Risk & Adopt Rigorous KYC




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

CHANNELSTV

MAY 5, 2026

NIGERIA NAVIGATES A VOLATILE
LANDSCAPE OF MASS POLITICAL
DEFECTIONS, A DEEPENING
PARTISAN LEADERSHIP CRISIS, AND
ESCALATING DIPLOMATIC
TENSIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA
AMID GLOBAL ENERGY
UNCERTAINTY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 5, 2026, marked a day of significant
political flux in Nigeria as the opposition
landscape underwent a seismic shift. The
African Democratic Congress (ADC) faced
near-total collapse as a mass defection of 17
House of Representatives members and key
senators to the newly registered Nigeria
Democratic Congress (NDC) signaled a major
realignment ahead of the 2027 elections. This
political migration is largely driven by the
arrival of high-profile figures Peter Obi and
Rabiu Kwankwaso into the NDC, effectively
positioning the party as the primary
alternative to the ruling All Progressives
Congress (APC). Simultaneously, the People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) remained locked in a
"chronic" leadership crisis, with rival factions
inaugurating competing committees and

claiming legitimacy despite a recent Supreme
Court verdict that was intended to settle the
matter.

On the economic front, the administration
reported a 60% surge in remittances from the
Nigerian National Petroleum Company
Limited (NNPCL) to the federation account,
totaling 2.88 trillion Naira for March 2026.
However, this macro-level success stands in
stark contrast to the lived reality of citizens
facing petrol prices exceeding 1,300 Naira
and a widening "trust deficit" regarding
government promises to revamp domestic
refineries. The security architecture is also
under intense following the
"abductive" subsequent
arraignment of social activist "Justice Crack"
for exposing the poor welfare of frontline
troops, an incident that has raised alarms
regarding human rights and democratic
norms.

scrutiny
arrest and

Internationally, Nigeria is recalibrating its
relationship with South Africa following a
wave of xenophobic attacks against its
citizens. The National Assembly is moving
toward diplomatic engagement while some
lawmakers advocate for harsher economic
retaliation against South African interests.
Globally, the ongoing US-Iran conflict in the
Strait of Hormuz continues to dictate the
"bullish" trajectory of oil prices, complicating
domestic energy stability despite the
administration’s aggressive push for
Compressed Natural Gas (CNG) and electric
vehicle adoption.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Mass Political Realignment: 17 members
of the House of Representatives and
several senators defected from the ADC
and other parties to join the NDC, following
the arrival of Peter Obi and Rabiu
Kwankwaso. This effectively
diminishes the ADC's legislative presence
and consolidates the "Obidient" and
"Kwankwasiyya" movements under a single
banner for 2027.

PDP Leadership Schism: The Makinde-
led faction of the PDP inaugurated an
interim national working committee led by
Tanimu Turaki, citing a leadership vacuum
following the April 30 Supreme Court
ruling. The rival Wike-aligned faction
immediately rejected this move as null and
void, signaling continued legal and
administrative paralysis within the party.

move

Xenophobic Crisis in South Africa: The
Nigerian National Assembly resolved to
constitute a joint ad-hoc committee to
address rising attacks on Nigerians in
South Africa. At least 130 Nigerians have
already registered for voluntary
repatriation as diplomatic tensions mount
over the safety of the diaspora.

NNPCL Revenue Surge: Driven by
Executive Order Number Nine, NNPCL
remitted 2.8 trillion Naira to the federation
account in March, a massive increase from
February. The order prevents the company
from traditional profit deductions for
exploration @ and management  fees,
redirecting funds to the three tiers of
government.

Security Activist Arraignment: Justice
Mark Chidiebere (Justice Crack)
remanded in DSS custody after being
arraigned on charges of cybercrime and
felony. The case stems from his social
media posts documenting the inadequate
feeding of Nigerian Army personnel,
sparking a debate over the limits of free
speech in a democracy.

was

Strait of Hormuz Blockade: US Defense
Secretary Pete Hegseth announced that
Project Freedom—a US military effort to
guide commercial ships through the Strait
of Hormuz—is successfully challenging
Iranian attempts at "international
extortion," though global oil prices remain
volatile.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Coalition Cohesion: The opposition
coalition in the ADC "crumbled" as leaders
failed to agree on zoning and primary
election formats. The failure of the OBI-
Atiku-Kwankwaso union suggests that elite
ambitions continue to outweigh the need
for a united front against the incumbent
APC.

Regulatory Environment: A significant
dispute has emerged between the Nigerian
Communications Commission (NCC) and

the FCCPC over airtime lending
regulations. The suspension of these

services has disconnected nearly 40 million
Nigerians from an informal credit lifeline,
raising concerns about regulatory overlap
harming investor confidence.
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* Energy Security: The Presidential CNG
accelerating, with 350
conversion centers established nationwide.

Initiative is

The administration views energy
in ndence as a long-term goal to

mitigate the impact of global oil price
spikes caused by the US-Iran war.

* Al and Digital Sovereignty: Nigeria faced
a digital setback as the US-based data
company "Klept AI" withdrew services and
implemented an IP ban on the country,
citing a 95% fraud rate in data uploads.
Simultaneously, experts at the "Beam"
discussed how Al is transforming warfare,
warning that countries not controlling their
own algorithms will face "operational
limitations."

* Succession and Stability: Zenith Bank
founder Jim Ovia retired as chairman after
12 years, handing over to Engineer Mustafa
Bello. The transition caused immediate
profit-taking in the equities market,
highlighting the sensitivity of Nigerian
financial institutions to elite leadership
changes.

National Security Architecture: The
Inspector Police (IGP)
established the Violent Crime Response
Unit (VCRU) and ordered a nationwide
audit of arms and ammunition to rebuild
public trust following recent extrajudicial
killings.

General of

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Nigerian Senate and House of
Representatives focused heavily on security
funding, electoral reform, and economic
planning. A major bill was presented to
repeal the 2019 Police Trust Fund Act to
establish a more sustainable funding model,
while two amendments to the Electoral Act
2026 sought to modernize the service of

election petitions and adjudicate pre-election
disputes more efficiently. Discussions also
commenced on a 50-year national
economic plan to ensure long-term stability
across successive administrations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Nigeria Police Trust Fund (Repeal and
Re-enactment) Bill: Seeks to increase
statutory funding from 0.5% to 1% of total
revenue accruing to the
Account to enhance technological and
operational capacity.

Electoral Act 2026 Amendment (HB
2761): Proposes electronic service of
election petition processes, though some
lawmakers expressed concerns over the
reliability of SMS and email service in a
high-fraud environment.

Federation

* 50-Year National Economic Plan Bill:
Aims to mandate long-
goals that survive the four-year election
cycle, promoting sustainable growth and
institutional consistency.

Agricultural Bills: The Senate passed the
National Food Reserve Agency
Establishment Bill 2026, the National
Cassava Policy Coordination Council Bill,
and the National Rice Development Council
Bill to bolster food security.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Police Monthly Conference: The IGP
directed all
commands and announced a shift to
"intelligence-led operations" through the
newly constituted VCRU.

commissioners to audit
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* NDLEA-Ghana Cooperation: Chairman
Buba Marwa met with Ghana’s Narcotics

Control Commission to tighten the noose on

illicit drug trafficking and money
laundering across the West African
subregion.

* Kutsuna State Healthcare Dialogue:
Officials expressed concern over persistent
non-compliance in polio immunization
campaigns, citing data reporting gaps and
the need for localized messaging.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of Opposition
and the Rise of the NDC

The rapid migration of federal lawmakers
from the ADC to the NDC suggests that
Nigeria is returning to a tri-polar political
system (APC, PDP, and NDC). The NDC is
clearly benefiting from the personal brands of
Peter Obi and Rabiu Kwankwaso, whose
movements have merged to create a
formidable third-party entity. However, this
trend reveals a systemic weakness: Nigerian
politicians continue to treat parties as "special
purpose vehicles" for individual ambitions
rather than ideological institutions. The
collapse of the ADC coalition only months
after its formation underscores the inability of
opposition elites to resolve internal power-
sharing disputes regarding zoning and
primary formats.

Macro-Economic Wins vs. Micro-
Economic Despair

A striking divergence has emerged between
the state's financial resilience and the
individual's economic security. The record
NNPCL remittances and 11.2% GDP growth in
2025 (as touted by President Tinubu in Paris)

indicate a successful tightening of the fiscal
screw. Yet, the same policies—specifically the
removal of subsidies and floating of the Naira
—have driven fuel to 1,300 Naira per liter and
caused widespread hunger. The
administration is struggling to bridge this
gap, as evidenced by the skepticism
surrounding new MOUs for refineries.
Without a tangible improvement in living
standards, the "renewed hope" narrative risks
complete exhaustion before 2027.

The Weaponization of Law and
National Security

The case of "Justice Crack" highlights a
troubling trend of "lawfare" being used
against civic transparency. By wusing the
Cybercrimes Act to prosecute an activist for
highlighting poor military conditions, the state
is signaling that it prioritizes institutional
reputation over institutional reform. This is
mirrored in the PDP schism, where factions
are using the court system not just for justice,
but to paralyze their opponents'
administrative capacity. These developments
suggest a narrowing of the civic space and an
increasing reliance on coercive state power to
manage dissent.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect
heightened social unrest if the repatriated
Nigerians from South Africa return with
stories of further brutality. The dismissal of
police officers and army personnel involved
in misconduct may provide temporary
public appeasement, but the "Justice
Crack" trial on May 25 will become a
flashpoint for human rights protests.
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* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The NDC
will likely overtake the PDP as the primary
opposition voice in the National Assembly
as more lawmakers defect. If the MOU with
Chinese firms for the Port Harcourt
refinery does not show physical progress by
Q3 2026, business confidence in NNPCL
will plummet, potentially leading to a
pullback in the equities market.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): The push for CNG
and electric mobility could structurally shift
Nigeria away from its extreme sensitivity to
the Strait of Hormuz -conflict, provided
infrastructure gaps are closed. However, if
the political class fails to institutionalize a
50-year economic plan, the 2027 election
cycle will likely trigger another round of
fiscal instability as spending surges to
secure votes.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Nigeria must escalate the South African
xenophobia crisis to the African Union
Commission level, as bilateral MOUs on
"early warning signs" have historically
proven ineffective in preventing violence.

e The US-Iran conflict necessitates that West
African nations accelerate the
humanitarian corridor for trade in the
Strait of Hormuz to prevent a regional food
security crisis driven by fertilizer and
logistics shortages.

* Mali’'s deepening alliance with Russia’s
Africa  Corps represents a terminal
breakdown in ECOWAS'’s collective security
influence in the Sahel, requiring a new
pragmatic engagement model for the
regional bloc.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Regulatory Risk: The overlap between the
NCC and FCCPC poses a high risk to the
telecoms and fintech sectors. Investors
should expect continued disruption in
mobile credit services until a formal
jurisdictional boundary is legally codified.

Banking Volatility: The retirement of
tier-1 bank founders signals a mandatory
transition period under CBN guidelines.
Diversifying portfolios to include non-
banking blue chips like Seplat or Aradel
may mitigate leadership-driven equity
drops.

Tech/AI Outlook: The IP ban by Klept Al
serves as a critical warning to the Nigerian
tech ecosystem. Companies must adopt
much more rigorous KYC and data integrity
protocols to prevent international platforms
from redlining Nigerian users due to
fraudulent traffic.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
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level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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