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COGNITIVE WARFARE:
“RAT CHAOS" AS POLITICAL WEAPON

. DE FACTO ABOLITION
D(Ecgﬁstitutional Court)

LIU CHIH-MING CASE
(Reversed Sentence)

Court ruling alienates legal
elite from public sentiment,
sparking intense outcry.
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(Taipei)

COVERT TRAVEL PROTOCOL
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Tightening diplomatic space
requires new travel norms.
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chain diversification looms.

PUBLIC SAFETY THREATS
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Al growth is critical, but supply

New drugs and privacy breaches
expose regulatory gaps.

| GOVERNANCE CHALLENGES

(Corruption, Regulatory Flux)

Local corruption and shifting
| standards create vulnerabilities.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT: Short-term unrest, medium-term political liability
from delays, long-term risk of “Fragile Hub” syndrome from over-reliance.
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TAIWAN NAVIGATES STRATEGIC
CONCESSIONS TO US INTERESTS
AMIDST JUDICIAL TURMOIL AND

MANUFACTURED DOMESTIC
POLITICAL CRISES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 5, 2026, was characterized by a complex
intersection of high-stakes defense budgeting,
controversial judicial shifts, and highly
polarized domestic political maneuvering in
Taiwan. The central narrative involves the
Taiwanese government balancing significant
concessions to United States interests—
specifically in military procurement and food
safety standards—against a backdrop of
domestic instability. Critics and opposition
lawmakers have raised alarms over a
perceived "zero-baseline" approach to US
demands, noting the relaxation of pesticide
residues on agricultural imports and a
massive, opaque defense budget that lacks

formal Letters of Offer and Acceptance for

major portions of the requested funding.

Domestically, the "Rat Chaos" (ZE=z&l) in
Taipei has emerged as a primary theater for
cognitive and political warfare. The opposition
alleges a coordinated ‘"rat-manufacturing"

campaign by the ruling party to undermine
Taipei Mayor Chiang Wan-an, utilizing
potentially falsified social media reports and
outdated imagery. Concurrently, the judicial
system is facing a crisis of legitimacy
following a Constitutional Court ruling that
has led to the de facto abolition of the death
penalty. This has sparked intense public
outcry, particularly regarding the
resentencing of a high-profile murderer,
leading the Prosecutor General to take the
rare step of filing an extraordinary appeal just
days before his retirement. These events,
combined with escalating tensions in the
Middle East and reports of US weapon
delivery delays, present a picture of a state
under significant external and internal
pressure.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Defense Procurement Gridlock: The
Legislative Yuan is deadlocked over a
massive military "special budget." The
ruling party is pushing for a 1.25 trillion
TWD package, while the opposition
demands a more supervised 800 billion
TWD cap, citing concerns that billions are
being allocated for commercial purchases

and internal investments that evade
standard legislative oversight.
* Judicial Backlash over Capital

Punishment: Public anger has peaked
following the reversal of the death sentence
for Liu Chih-ming, a 12-year-old murder
case. Critics argue the Constitutional
Court's "de facto abolition" (SEFREE)
standards are unreasonably lenient, leading
to a rare intervention by the Prosecutor
General to seek a unified legal
interpretation for "most serious crimes."
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* Food Safety for Trade
Reports indicate the Ministry of Agriculture
is relaxing standards for pesticide residues
on over 1,700 items, including US potatoes
and peanuts, ostensibly to facilitate the US-
Taiwan Initiative on 21st-Century Trade
(ART), sparking fears of compromised
public health for diplomatic gains.

Diplomacy:

* Presidential Travel Security: President
Lai’'s visit to Eswatini utilized a covert
travel protocol (ATA mode), involving the
use of the Eswatini King’s private aircraft
and a significantly altered flight path to
bypass Madagascar’s flight information
region, highlighting Taiwan's tightening
diplomatic space.

* Regional Conflict Spillover: Escalating
US-Iran hostilities in the Strait of Hormuz
have resulted in attacks on oil facilities and
a South Korean vessel being caught in the
crossfire, leading to immediate spikes in
international o0il prices and global
inflationary fears.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al & Technology Policy: Micron Technology,
a critical Nvidia supplier, is aggressively
expanding in Taiwan, aiming to reach 15,000
employees by late 2026 to meet surging HBM
demand. While AI is being integrated into
niche sectors like agriculture—evidenced by
the development of Al-powered ripeness
sensors for watermelons—Apple is reportedly
exploring manufacturing partnerships with
Samsung and Intel to diversify its supply
chain away from total reliance on TSMC.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The strategic
alignment between Taiwan and the US is
being tested by delivery delays. Reports from
the UK indicate the US is warning allies,
including Poland and Taiwan, to prepare for

shipment delays of Patriot missiles and F-16Vs
as inventory is diverted to conflict zones in
Ukraine and the Middle East.

Corruption & Governance: Local
governance continues to be marred by petty
corruption. A  social® (Social Affairs
Department) official in Yilan County was
arrested for bribery and extortion of
community development associations over a
two-year period, highlighting vulnerabilities in
regional welfare oversight.

Domestic Stability & Social Order: Public
safety is threatened by the rise of "zombie
juice" (Etomidate-laced e-cigarettes), which
has been linked to numerous vehicular
accidents and erratic behavior.
Simultaneously, the discovery of hidden
cameras in medical linics across
Taiwan has exposed significant gaps in
private-sector surveillance regulation and
consumer privacy protection.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The primary legislative focus centered on the
fourth round of cross-party negotiations
regarding the "Special Regulations for Naval
and Air Combat
Additionally, the Ministry of Agriculture and
the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW)
are under scrutiny for regulatory changes to
import standards.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Power Enhancement."

* Military Procurement Special Budget: A
debate over three versions: the DPP's 1.25
trillion TWD, the KMT central leadership's
380 billion "plus n," and Jaw Shaw-kong’s
800 billion TWD proposal with strict freeze
mechanisms for items lacking official US
price quotes.
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* Pesticide Residue Standards: A proposal
to relax residue limits on US peanuts and
potatoes, intended to meet trade
agreement requirements but criticized as a
health-for-trade swap.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Taipei City Rat Control Briefing: Mayor
Chiang Wan-an countered opposition claims
of an epidemic, providing data showing

declining rat sightings from 258 in
February to 49 in April.

* Prosecutor General’s Final Briefing:
Outgoing PG Hsing Tai-chao defended his

filing of an extraordinary appeal in the Liu

Chih-ming case, arguing for a more
stringent interpretation of "most serious
crimes" in capital cases.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Cognitive Warfare as Municipal Policy The
"Rat Chaos" in Taipei exemplifies a new trend
where municipal hygiene issues are
weaponized via social media. The emergence
of a "Rat Radar" reporting system, which was
proven to validate plush toys and old photos
as real rat sightings, suggests a coordinated
effort to create a narrative of administrative
failure. This "2.0 Recall" strategy focuses on
destroying a political figure's image through
constant, low-level irritation rather than major
policy debates.

The "Sweetheart" Trade Trap Taiwan
appears to be entering a "no-limit" concession
phase with the US. Lawmakers pointed out
that Taiwan is unilaterally relaxing food safety
and trade barriers (such as the "sprouting
potato"” ban) without reciprocal gains in
international organization membership (like
the CPTPP) or concrete US commitments to

defense delivery timelines. This trend risks
hollowing out domestic regulatory sovereignty
under the guise of "strategic alignment."

Judicial Alienation and Populist Backlash
There is a widening chasm between the legal
elite—represented by the Constitutional Court
—and the "legal sentiment" of the general
public. The court's move toward de facto
abolition of the death penalty is seen by
victims' families as protecting human rights
for killers while ignoring the "heart-wrenching
pain" of the bereaved. This alienation is
fueling a populist distrust of the judiciary that
could have long-term implications for social
stability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
rights groups
mobilize against the recent death penalty
reversals. The May 20 inauguration will likely
see the formalization of the 1.25 trillion TWD
defense budget despite opposition protests,
potentially leading to legislative brawls or a
complete breakdown in cross-party dialogue.

social unrest as victims'

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The relaxation
of pesticide standards will likely lead to "food
safety nationalism," with consumers favoring
local brands over imported US produce. US
weapon delays will become a major political
liability for the Lai administration as the gap

between budgetary outlays and physical

delivery grows more visible.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Taiwan’s total
reliance on Al-driven economic growth and
US-centric defense may lead to a "fragile hub"
syndrome. If the US continues to prioritize
other theaters (Middle East/Ukraine), Taiwan
may be forced to seek alternative regional
security architectures or significant domestic
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military reform to address the lack of
hardware.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The US should clarify delivery timelines for
F-16V and Patriot systems to maintain the
credibility of its deterrence in the Taiwan
Strait, as budget frustration is mounting

among cross-party lawmakers.

* Regional partners should note the "covert
travel" (ATA) precedents, which may
become the new standard for Taiwanese
high-level diplomacy to avoid Beijing's
airspace blocks.

e Allies must address the "hantavirus" and
"rat-borne" disease outbreaks reported on
cruise ships and in urban hubs to prevent a

regional health crisis.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Investors should
monitor Apple's potential shift to Samsung/
Intel for AI chips, which could end TSMC'’s
exclusive dominance in high-end mobile
processors within two years.

Regulatory Compliance: Companies in
the food import sector should prepare for a
volatile regulatory environment where
safety standards fluctuate based on trade
negotiation cycles rather than scientific
consensus.

Infrastructure Security: The medical and
beauty service sectors face immediate
reputational risks; providers must
implement rigorous anti-spy-camera audits
to restore consumer trust following the
nationwide discovery of hidden surveillance
devices.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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