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ACTING PRESIDENT RODRÍGUEZ

CONSOLIDATES "NEW MOMENT"

THROUGH JUDICIAL EXPANSION

AND DEBT RE-

INSTITUTIONALIZATION AMID

GLOBAL ENERGY VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 5, 2026, marks a pivotal juncture for the

administration  of  Acting  President  Delcy

Rodríguez,  as  the  government  aggressively

pursues a narrative of "re-institutionalization"

to decouple from the ideological rigidities of

the  previous  decade.  Domestically,  the

administration is leveraging its first 100 days

to  push  through  a  partial  reform  of  the

Supreme Court (TSJ),  expanding the bench

to 32 magistrates under the guise of "judicial

celerity."  This  move  occurs  alongside  a

significant  shift  in  economic  diplomacy,

evidenced  by  the  appointment  of  Calixto

Ortega  as  Governor  to  the  IMF  and  the

issuance  of  US  OFAC  License  58,  which

authorizes  preparatory  steps  for  a  massive

restructuring  of  Venezuela’s  $170  billion

public  debt.  The  narrative  of  "normalcy"  is

further bolstered by the resumption of direct

commercial  flights  between  the  US  and

Venezuela,  signaling  a  transactional  detente

with the Trump administration.

The  administration’s  pivot  toward

"authoritarian  pragmatism"  is  strategically

timed to exploit a deteriorating global security

environment.  As  the  Middle  East  nears  a

state  of  total  war—with  the  US  launching

"Project Liberty" to break an Iranian blockade

of the Strait of Hormuz—Venezuela’s rising oil

production  (1.23  million  barrels  per  day)  is

being positioned as  a  critical  alternative  for

Western  markets.  However,  internal  friction

remains  evident;  while  the  government

reports  a  "descending  trend"  in  inflation  to

10.6%  for  April,  opposition  leaders  and

independent  analysts  warn  that  the  "new

moment" lacks true democratic depth, citing

the  continued  detention  of  military  figures

and  the  selective  application  of  the  Law  of

Amnesty.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Expansion of the Supreme Court (TSJ)

The National  Assembly  approved the  first

discussion of  a  reform to Article  8 of  the

Organic  Law  of  the  TSJ,  increasing  the

total  number  of  magistrates  to  32 to

allegedly  address  procedural  delays  and

"judicial overcrowding."

Critics,  including  Deputy  Luis  Florido,

argue  that  the  designation  of  public

powers has  remained  a  closed-door

government  process  rather  than  a  broad

national consensus.

The  reform  proposes  expanding  the

Constitutional  Chamber  to  seven

magistrates  and  other  chambers  to  five

each.
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Debt  Restructuring  and  IMF  Re-

engagement

The US Treasury issued General License

58,  allowing  US  professionals  to  provide

legal  and  financial  consultancy  to  the

Venezuelan government  for  potential  debt

restructuring.

Calixto  Ortega  has  been  named

Venezuela’s  Governor  to  the  IMF,  a

move intended to unlock roughly $5 billion

in previously frozen Special Drawing Rights

(SDRs).

Acting  President  Rodríguez  has  directed

that  any  resources  recovered  from

international  unblocking  be  funneled  into

completing  pending  housing  units via

the  Great  Housing  Mission  Venezuela

(GMVV).

Strait of Hormuz and Global Energy Crisis

US  President  Donald  Trump  threatened

that  Iran  would  be  "borred  from  the

face of the earth" following missile strikes

on US-escorted commercial vessels.

The  US  "Project  Liberty"  has  reportedly

sunk  seven  Iranian  fast  boats while

attempting  to  secure  a  maritime  passage

that handles 20% of global oil and gas.

Venezuelan oil  exports  rose 14% in  April,

with  445,000  barrels  per  day flowing

directly to the United States.

Technology Policy and AI Scrutiny

The  UK  government  is  conducting  an

exhaustive  analysis  of  "Mitos," a  high-

level reasoning model by Anthropic, due to

concerns  over  its  argument  capacity

influencing  human  behavior  and  potential

for dual-use in cyberattacks.

The US Pentagon signed agreements with

seven  AI  leaders,  including  SpaceX  and

OpenAI,  but  pointedly  excluded

Anthropic following  the  company’s

objections  to  military  use  of  its  "Claude"

model.

Elon Musk's xAI faces allegations that its

Grok  model  was  trained using  output

from OpenAI’s ChatGPT.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Stabilization

The BCV reported  that  monthly  inflation

fell to 10.6% in April from a January peak

of  32.6%,  though  year-on-year  figures

remain at 611.9%.

The  BCV  plans  to  inject  1.35  billion

dollars into the banking system during

May to stabilize the exchange rate, which is

projected to settle around 611 Bolivars per

USD.

The  private  sector,  represented  by

Fedecámaras,  describes  the  increase  of

the minimum income to $240 as a "first

step" but demands a deeper review of the

Organic  Law  of  Labor  to  manage  the

burden of retroactive severance pay.

Rule of Law and "Re-institutionalization"

The  administration  claims  to  have

processed over 8,000 amnesties in three

months, though opposition figures like Luis

Florido maintain that hundreds of political

and military prisoners remain in custody.

Government  rhetoric  has  shifted  from

"being  rich  is  bad"  to  a  pragmatism that

seeks  market  understanding,  while

maintaining  political  control  through  a

"Peace and Coexistence" framework.
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Judicial  authorities  are  opening

"maternal-infant"  units in  women’s

prisons  (INOF)  as  part  of  a  campaign  to

humanize the penitentiary system.

Biosurveillance and Public Health

The  WHO  is  monitoring  a  mortal

Hantavirus  outbreak on  an  Atlantic

cruise  ship,  with  three  confirmed  deaths

and  suspected  person-to-person

transmission.

The ship, the "Hundius," was denied entry

to Cape Verde, highlighting the continuing

fragility of international health protocols in

the maritime sector.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The National Assembly is currently operating

at  a  high  tempo,  focusing  on  structural

reforms to the judiciary and the formalization

of  new  administrative  procedures  to  align

with the "Rodríguez Doctrine" of governance.

The  legislative  agenda  is  characterized  by

rapid approvals with minimal prior exposure

of bill texts to opposition benches.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Partial  Reform of  the  Organic  Law of

the TSJ: Expands the bench from 20 to 32

magistrates. Approved in first discussion

by a qualified majority.

Order  of  Merit  "Aristóbulo  Istúriz": A

new  national  decoration  to  honor  the

legacy of the late educator and politician.

Law  of  the  Venezuelan  Red  Cross:

Approved  to  re-establish  the

organization  as  an  auxiliary  organ of

the state under national jurisdiction.

Upcoming  Legislation: The  Assembly

signaled upcoming debates on the Law of

the General Inspectorate of Tribunals and

the  Law  of  the  School  of  Magistracy  to

professionalize judicial staff.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Judicial  Postulations  Committee:

Giuseppe  Alessandrello  reported  that  70

people  have  been  interviewed for

upcoming judicial vacancies.

Motor Agroalimentario Meeting: Acting

President  Rodríguez  announced  a  31.1%

growth in internal consumption for the

first quarter.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Transition  from  Ideology  to

Technocracy

The  "Rodríguez  Moment"  represents  a

strategic  cooling  of  the  Bolivarian

Revolution’s  rhetorical  fires.  Transcripts

suggest a deliberate rebranding of  the state

as  a  "service  provider"  rather  than  a

"vanguard  of  the  proletariat."  This  is

evidenced  by  the  focus  on  economic

pragmatism  and  "detoxification" from

ideological polarization. The administration is

positioning  itself  to  be  judged  by  its

management  of  the  exchange  rate  and

inflation rather than its adherence to socialist

dogma.  However,  this  technocratic  shift  is

essentially  "Authoritarianism  2.0,"  where

power  is  consolidated  not  through  street

violence, but through the capture of judicial

and regulatory institutions.

Transactional Diplomacy with the Trump

Administration
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The  relationship  between  Caracas  and  the

second Trump administration has moved into

a  transactional  phase.  Trump's  "Project

Liberty"  in  the  Middle  East  increases  the

strategic  value  of  Venezuelan  heavy

crude,  prompting the US to favor "licenses"

over  "sanction  lifting"  to  maintain  leverage.

The  issuance  of  License  58  is  a  significant

signal; it allows Western creditors to begin the

long  process  of  bringing  Venezuela  back

into  the  global  financial  fold.  The

appointment  of  career  diplomats  like  John

Barrett  as  the  US  Charge  d'Affaires  and

Coromoto Godoy to the UN suggests a move

toward formalizing this new status quo.

The "Social Listening" of Discontent

Internal  government  reports  suggest  a  deep

awareness  of  "conflict  nodes"  and  social

media  hate  speech.  There  is  a  documented

trend of exhaustion with the political class

on  both  sides.  The  administration  is

responding by using "soft" power—celebrating

sports victories and hosting beauty expos—to

cultivate a feeling of normalcy while using the

"Operation Tuntun" punitiveness to  deter

radical remnants. The government's narrative

now  hinges  on  "Hope"  rather  than

"Resistance."

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  the  final

selection  of  the  32  TSJ  magistrates  to  be

dominated  by  individuals  vetted  for  their

technical  proficiency  but  loyal  to  the

Rodríguez-Cabello  axis.  Domestic  attention

will  remain on the Expo Belleza 2026 and

Mother’s  Day  events  as  the  government

pushes  "consumption"  as  proof  of  recovery.

Potential for isolated protests over the lack of

a  base  salary  increase to  accompany

bonuses.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Preparation

for  debt  restructuring  will  accelerate.  The

government will likely move toward a "dual-

currency" formalization (modeled after the

Peruvian  sol/dollar  parity)  as  it  seeks  to

stabilize  the  currency  before  the  next

electoral cycle. The resumption of flights will

likely lead to a surge in remitted goods and

"nostalgia tourism."

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Venezuela  is

transitioning into a "China-style" model where

the  political  center  is  absolute,  but  the

economy  is  liberalized  for  strategic  sectors

(Oil,  Gas,  Mining).  The  export  of  gas

molecules and  the  stabilization  of  oil

production  above  1.5  million  bpd  will

determine  if  this  model  can  survive  without

Maduro at the helm.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

The  shift  toward  professionalizing  the

diplomatic corps (e.g.,  Godoy, Placencia)

suggests  that  international  actors  should

prioritize  technical  engagement  over

ideological condemnation.

The US should monitor if the TSJ expansion

leads  to  more  efficient  commercial

dispute resolution,  a  key  demand of  oil

majors like Chevron and Eni.

Regional stability depends on whether the

Law of Amnesty is  eventually  applied to

the military sector to prevent future coup

attempts.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

License 58 opens a window for holders of

defaulted bonds to engage in preparatory

discussions; however, strict compliance on

the exclusion of Russian or Chinese entities

remains mandatory.

Investors  in  the  agro-industrial  sector

should  note  the  80% state  coverage  of

technical  training and  focus  on  regions

like Cojedes and Monagas for "sustainable"

ventures.

Retailers should prepare for  a 12% unit-

sales bump following the disbursement of

"Bono  de  Guerra"  and  other  state-

integrated income payments.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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