TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

PALESTINETV

T H E

G D E L T

MAY 5, 2026

P R OJ E C T

PALESTINE NAVIGATES: GAZA PARTITION & STRATEGIC
REALIGNMENT AGAINST IRANIAN AGGRESSION

MAY 2026 REPORT: SHIFTING REGIONAL DYNAMICS, TERRITORIAL CONSOLIDATION, AND HUMANITARIAN CRISIS

GAZA

ISRAELI
CONTROLLED ZONE
(60% OF GAZA)

MILITARY
CHECKPOINTS

GAZA TERRITORIAL PARTITION:
Orange Line established; 60%
landmass controlled; EU Re]ecls
Border Changes; " “Disarmament”
guise for long-term occupation.

i
SEASONAL
RAINS WORSEN
DISPLACEMENT

FATAH POLITICAL
MOBILIZATION

FATAH AS “SOLE SAVIOR”:
National event to unify divisions,
manage political act, and
prevent Gaza's severing.

& SHORTTERM f| ./
5 (1-4 WEEKS)

* Heightened Jerusalem Tensions

(“Flag March", Al-Agsa)
* Gaza Humanitarian Degrades
(Rains, Aid Unrest)

PA shifts towards Gulf states, distances from Iran
to secure funds and political support; explicitly

POST-CONFLICT
GOVERNANCE
(MEDIUM TERM)

GAZA TERRITORIAL PARTITION:
Orange Line established;
60% landmass controlled;

EU Rejects Border Chan: es,
"Disarmament" guise fol
long-term occupation.

* I SETTLER

“ BYPASS ROADS

' (BILLION-SHEKEL
\ IN\IESTMENT]

LANI
y / SEIZUH%
O\ &

* JERUSALEM

GULF- JUHDANIAN BLOG
IONAL BACKING &

REG
BREAD SHORTAGE |  FINANCIAL STABILITY

& (15 LOAVES/PERSON)

LAND&  ABU DI
ADMINISTRATIVE
DEMOLITIONS

IRAN & "AXIS OF
RESISTANCE"

STHATEGIB REALIGNMENT:
PALESTINIAN AUTHORITY CONDEMNS
IRANIAN AGGRESSION

BLUE IDs &
DEMOGRAPHIC
 ENGINEERING

WEST BANK ACCELERATION:

Infrastructure for annexation;
E1 project threatens contiguity;
Bedouin communities displaced.

P e

REVISIONIST
HISTORICAL NARRATIVE

condemns attacks on UAE/Gulf infrastructure.

ECONOMIC SECURITY
& STATE CAPACITY

SALARIES,
WITHHELD p
FUNDS BASIC SERVICES
(ORPHAN CARE,
FOOD SUBSIDIES)

STRUGGLING UNDER
“UNPRECEDENTED CONDITIONS”

TAX REVENUES
) - DECONSTRUCTING ZIONISM:

Framing early Zionism as a
failed “fantasy” narrative to
bolster domestic resolve.

= MEDIUMTERM #° @Y LONG TERM
B (1-6 MONTHS) < (15 YERS) /5'%\

® Full-Scale Gaza Operations * De Facto West Bank Annexation
(Potential US "Green Light") (E1, Bypass Roads)

© Orange Line Formalization  PA's Pro-Western/Arab
(Permanent Military Infra) Realignment

* Fatah Leadership Renewal

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY:
o EU-Israel Rift on Gaza; Western Opening for PA Integration;
© Monitor West Bank "Administrative Demolitions”.

IMPLICATIONS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR:

o Extreme West Bank Risk; Non-Fi
Gaza Supply Chains; Long-Term Exclusion Zones.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 5, 2026, Palestinian media narratives
were dominated by a critical convergence of
territorial consolidation by Israeli forces in
Gaza and a sharp diplomatic pivot by the
Palestinian Authority (PA) regarding regional
security. Reports indicate that Israel is
entrenching its presence in Gaza through the
creation of a "Orange Line," effectively
controlling 60% of the territory and signaling
a move away from previous withdrawal plans.
This territorial shift is accompanied by
military  preparations for a
escalation, contingent on a "green light" from
the Trump administration under the guise of
total disarmament. The humanitarian
situation remains dire, with severe bread
shortages and the displacement of thousands
into rain-soaked tents as the conflict's death
toll continues to climb despite various
"ceasefire" claims.

renewed

Simultaneously, the Palestinian leadership has
taken an wunusually assertive stance in

regional geopolitics by condemning Iranian
drone and missile attacks against the United
Arab Emirates and vital Gulf infrastructure.
This alignment with the Gulf-Jordanian bloc
suggests a strategic effort by the PA to secure
regional backing and stabilize its financial
position as it faces extreme domestic
pressure. In the West Bank, the government is
highlighting a billion-shekel Israeli investment
in settler bypass roads and the imminent
advancement of the "E1" project, which
threatens to bisect the West Bank and finalize
the isolation of Jerusalem.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Gaza Territorial Partition: The Israeli
military has established what is being
termed the "Orange Line," seizing control
of more than half of Gaza's landmass and
prompting a formal rejection from the
European Union regarding any changes to
Gaza's borders.

* Diplomatic Shift on Iran: In a significant
departure from neutral rhetoric, the State
of Palestine issued multiple condemnations
of Iranian aggression against the UAE,
calling for an immediate halt to violations
of international law.

* West Bank Settlement Acceleration:
Israeli authorities have allocated over one
billion  shekels for
infrastructure, while moving to seize land
in Abu Dis to relocate Bedouin communities
for the E1 project.

settlement road

* Fatah Political Mobilization: Preparation
for the Fatah movement
conference is being framed as a national
"savior" event intended to end internal
divisions and provide a political alternative
to the current state of "chaos."

upcoming
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* Jerusalem Demographic Pressures:
Reports emphasize the use of "Blue IDs"
and administrative demolitions as tools of
demographic engineering, with poverty
rates among Jerusalem  Palestinians
reportedly reaching some of the highest
levels globally.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Regional Influence & Power Projection
The PA is actively distancing itself from the
"Axis of Resistance" by positioning itself as a
reliable partner to the Gulf states. This is
evidenced by the cabinet’s focus on "good
neighborliness" and the explicit condemnation
of Iranian interference in Arab state
sovereignty. This move appears designed to

protect the remittances and financial support

originating from Gulf partners.

Economic Security & State Capacity Prime
Minister Mohammad Mustafa’s cabinet is
prioritizing the recovery of "withheld funds"
(tax revenues) from Israel to pay civil servant
and military salaries. The state is currently
operating under "unprecedented conditions,"
struggling to maintain basic services like

orphan care and food subsidies in the Gaza
Strip.

* Food and Water Security: Bakeries in
Gaza are operating at minimal capacity,
with a limit of 15 loaves of bread per
person as infrastructure continues to fail.

* Rule of Law: The PA is promoting "popular
resistance" through the Fatah movement as
a disciplined political tool, attempting to
differentiate its governed actions from
"uncalculated adventures" that have led to
the current war.

* Security Architecture: Israel is
reportedly deploying additional combat
brigades into Gaza, transitioning from a

high-intensity war to a long-term military
occupation and "disarmament" phase.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity focused on administrative
responses to the occupation and regional
crises rather than new domestic legislation.
High-level cabinet meetings and diplomatic
briefings centered on international law and
the rejection of unilateral territorial changes.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: While no
specific bills were named, the cabinet
discussed legal measures to retrieve tax
revenues and international diplomatic
initiatives to stop settler violence.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: The
Palestinian Cabinet held its weekly session
hair PM Mohamm M fa,
focusing on diplomatic pressure to stop the
"Orange Line" expansion.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: The
Ministry of Education in Tubas held a

workshop on open educational resources to

adapt teaching methods to the current
security environment.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Revisionist Historical Narrative A
prominent theme across multiple broadcasts
is the systematic deconstruction of Zionist
history. Analysts and historians on the channel
are framing early Zionism as a failed "fantasy"
narrative that only succeeded due to British
colonial intervention. By highlighting early
Zionist leaders' skepticism about the viability
of the land, the PA media seeks to undermine
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the "historic right" claim, replacing it with a
narrative of artificial imposition. This is a
clear effort to bolster domestic resolve by
delegitimizing the foundational ideology of the
adversary.

Normalization of Permanent Occupation
The discourse regarding Gaza has shifted
from "ending the war" to "managing the
partition." The introduction of terms like the
"Orange Line" and the report that Israel now
controls 60% of Gaza suggests that the
Palestinian leadership is preparing the public
for a semi-permanent loss of territory. This is
coupled with the West Bank's "E1" project,
which is portrayed as the final step in
"Tudaizing" the city and ending the possibility

of a contiguous Palestinian state.

Fatah as the "Sole Savior" There is a
concerted effort to rehabilitate Fatah’s image
as the only organization capable of managing
the "political act" and preventing the total
"severing" of Gaza from the Palestinian body
politic. By  framing upcoming  party
conferences as essential to national survival,
the PA is attempting to reassert its legitimacy
over Hamas and other factions, particularly in
the eyes of an international community wary
of regional instability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
tensions in Jerusalem surrounding the "Flag
March" and "Unification Day" anniversaries,
as right-wing Israeli groups and ministers like
Ben-Gvir push for new "facts on the ground"
at Al-Agsa. In Gaza, the humanitarian
situation will likely degrade further as
seasonal rains destroy makeshift camps,
potentially triggering small-scale civil unrest
over bread and aid distribution.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
resumption of full-scale military operations in
Gaza is probable if the Israeli government
secures a "green light" from the U.S.
administration. This period will also see the
formalization of the "Orange Line" through
the construction of permanent military
infrastructure. Fatah will likely use its
conference to announ new | rshi
aimed at governing Gaza post-conflict.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The E1 project and
the billion-shekel settlement roads will likely
lead to the de facto annexation of large
swathes of the West Bank. The PA's pivot
against Iran suggests a long-term realignment
where the Palestinian cause becomes more
integrated into a pro-W rn, Arab-]
security architecture, potentially at the cost of
its relationship with regional militant proxies.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The EU's rejection of the "Orange Line"

indicates a growing diplomatic rift between
Brussels and Jerusalem over Gaza's final

status.

* The PA's condemnation of Iran provides a

diplomatic opening for Western powers to

integrate the Palestinian Authority into
regional defense dialogues.

* Monitoring Israeli "administrative
demolitions" is crucial, as they are being
used as a non-kinetic tool for rapid

territorial expansion in the West Bank.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investments in the West Bank face extreme
risk from massive infrastructure shifts that

settler bypass roads over

traditional commercial corridors.

prioritize

* Supply chains in Gaza are non-functional,
with bread and basic sustenance now
controlled by military-directed distribution
nodes.

* The Israeli "Orange Line" policy suggests a
long-term exclusion zone for reconstruction
efforts in 60% of Gaza, limiting future
investment  opportunities to
densely populated strips.

narrow,

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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