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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 5, 2026, marks a pivotal escalation in the

Sudanese  conflict,  as  the  Transitional

Sovereignty Council and the Sudanese Armed

Forces (SAF) shifted from fighting a domestic

insurgency  to  formally  accusing  regional

neighbors of direct military intervention. The

government  held  a  high-profile  press

conference presenting forensic telemetry data

from  downed  unmanned  aerial  vehicles

(UAVs) to prove that UAE-owned drones are

being launched from Bahir  Dar,  Ethiopia,  to

strike strategic targets in Khartoum, the Blue

Nile, and Kordofan. This development has led

to  the  immediate  recall  of  Sudan’s

ambassador  to  Ethiopia  and  a  pledge  to

escalate  the  matter  at  the  UN  Security

Council,  transforming the "Battle of Dignity"

into a broader regional confrontation.

Simultaneously,  the  Sudanese  state  is

attempting  to  project  an  image  of  internal

stability  and  administrative  resilience.  Even

as  Khartoum  International  Airport  faced

attacks,  the  government  (drone) مسيرات����� 

announced a 91% pass rate for intermediate

school  exams  and  continued  the  large-scale

mobilization of Hajj pilgrims. This "dual-track"

narrative—portraying a nation under external

siege while maintaining core civil functions—

aims to bolster domestic morale and counter

"malicious rumors" circulated on social media

by the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and their

backers.  However,  the  move  to  a

"confrontation state" footing is evident in the

Cabinet’s  focus  on  tightening  gold  export

regulations and land tenure laws to secure the

wartime economy.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Formal  Accusations  of  Regional

Aggression

The  SAF  Spokesman,  Brig.  Gen.  Assem

Awad  Abdul  Wahab,  presented  evidence

that drone flights began on March 1, 2026,

originating  from  Bahir  Dar  airport  in

Ethiopia. 

Telemetry  from  a  downed  "S88"  drone

allegedly confirms ownership by the United

Arab  Emirates  and  shows  flight  paths

targeting  Khartoum  International  Airport

and  the  White  Nile,  North  Kordofan,  and

South Kordofan regions. 

Foreign  Minister  Mohieddin  Salem

announced  the  recall  of  the  Sudanese

Ambassador to  Addis  Ababa,  Al-Zain

Ibrahim, for consultations, signaling a near-

total breakdown in diplomatic relations. 
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Saudi  Arabia  and  Egypt  issued  strong

condemnations of  the  targeting  of

Khartoum  International  Airport,

characterizing  it  as  a  violation  of

international  law  and  Sudanese

sovereignty.

Wartime  Governance  and  Economic

Controls

The  Council  of  Ministers,  chaired  by  the

Prime Minister, reviewed a new gold export

policy aimed  at  curbing  smuggling  and

maximizing state revenue through stricter

penalties and central bank oversight. 

The  government  introduced  a  "Million

Housing  Units"  project  specifically  for

youth and vulnerable groups to manage the

internal  displacement  crisis  and  plan  for

post-war reconstruction. 

Emergency  land  reform  committees  were

tasked  with  addressing  "illegal  seizures"

and  streamlining  land  ownership  laws  to

prevent  the  "demographic  alteration"

allegedly pursued by the militia. 

Societal Resilience and Civil Functions

Khartoum  State  announced  successful

intermediate  exam  results for  2025-2026,

used as a propaganda tool to demonstrate

that  the  state  remains  functional  despite

the ongoing drone threat. 

The  first  wave  of  Hajj  pilgrims  from  the

Blue  Nile  and  other  regions  departed  for

Saudi  Arabia,  with  the  government

emphasizing  that  religious  duties take

precedence over the conflict's hardships. 

Arab Traffic Week was launched with a 50%

reduction  in  vehicle  licensing  fees  in

several  states  to  encourage  a  return  to

normalcy  and  civilian  registration  in

"liberated" areas. 

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International Relations & Foreign Policy

Sudan  is  intensifying  its  "Legal  Warfare"

(lawfare)  against  the  UAE  at  the  UN

Security  Council,  using  the  new  drone

evidence to support existing claims of state-

sponsored terrorism. 

Diplomatic  engagement  with  China  and

Belarus is being prioritized; the "Sudanese-

Chinese  People's  Friendship"  event

highlighted China as a "strategic partner"

for  post-war  reconstruction  and

infrastructure investment. 

There is a concerted effort to differentiate

between  the  "Ethiopian  regime"  of  Abiy

Ahmed  and  the  "Ethiopian  people"  to

prevent a full-scale ethnic or cross-border

civilian conflict. 

Economic Security & Financial Resilience

Gold  remains  the  primary  pillar  of  state

survival; the cabinet is moving to centralize

exports to prevent the RSF from funding its

operations through illicit mining. 

Agricultural  stability  in  Kassala  is  under

review,  with  the  "Horticultural  Sector

Technical  Committee"  reporting  that

despite  the  war,  exports  of  citrus  and

bananas continue, though they face severe

energy shortages and lack of cold storage. 

The "Zadna"  company is  being positioned

as a key state actor in solving energy crises

for  large-scale  agricultural  projects

through solar power integration. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_050000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260505_153000


Internal Stability & Social Order

The  "Popular  Resistance"  (Mustanfareen)

continues  to  be  integrated into  the  SAF's

command  structure,  with  officials

emphasizing  national  unity across  ethnic

lines in Kordofan and Darfur. 

The  government  is  actively  combating

"Information  Warfare,"  with  psychologists

and analysts  appearing on state media to

warn  against  the  psychological  impact  of

rumors intended  to  create  panic  among

returning civilians. 

The  Ministry  of  Interior  is  using  "Arab

Traffic Week" to re-establish the presence

of  police  forces in  Khartoum,  providing a

visible sign of state authority in the capital.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current governance structure is operating

via  decree  and  emergency  cabinet  sessions,

focusing  on  economic  survival  and  national

sovereignty.  Legislation  discussed  primarily

centers on resource control  and land tenure

as  defensive  measures  against  the  RSF's

territorial gains.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

Gold  Export  Regulation  Reform: A

proposed overhaul of gold trading laws to

increase  penalties  for  smuggling  and

mandate  all  exports  through  the  Central

Bank of Sudan. 

National  Land  Tenure  &  Urban

Planning  Act  Amendments: Emergency

legislation to unify land decisions, prevent

"illegal  occupancy,"  and  address  the

"demographic  alteration"  observed  in  war

zones. 

Youth Housing Project (Million Units):

A  strategic  plan  to  initiate  state-funded

housing  to  stabilize  the  displaced  youth

population. 

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

Joint Security & Foreign Ministry Press

Conference: The defining event of the day,

where  the  forensic  drone  data was

presented to the international press. 

Khartoum  State  Intermediate  Exam

Declaration: Governor  Ahmed  Osman

Hamza presided over the release of results,

emphasizing that "education is  the bridge

to the future" even during wartime. 

Kassala  Horticultural  Forum: A

gathering  of  agricultural  stakeholders  to

discuss export  logistics and the transition

to solar energy for irrigation. 

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Regionalization of Drone Warfare

The conflict has evolved into a sophisticated

technological war. The government’s decision

to publish telemetry from the "S88" drone is a

calculated move to strip the UAE of "plausible

deniability."  Analysts  suggest  that  by

identifying Bahir Dar as a launch site, Sudan

is setting the stage for potential cross-border

retaliatory strikes or a formal declaration of

war  against  the  Abiy  Ahmed administration.

This  indicates  that  the  SAF  believes  it  has

enough conventional military and intelligence

capability to threaten regional actors, not just

a domestic militia.

Administrative Normalcy as Resistance

There is a clear trend of using the "civil state"

as  a  psychological  weapon.  By  conducting
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national exams, managing Hajj logistics, and

holding  traffic  festivals,  the  government  is

messaging both the RSF and the international

community that the state is not "failed." This

is  crucial  for  maintaining  the  loyalty  of  the

civil service and the merchant class. The focus

on Hajj  services in  the  Blue  Nile  and other

regions  serves  as  a  powerful  symbol  of

continuity in a deeply religious society.

The Gold and Agriculture Pivot

The state is frantically trying to diversify its

"war  chest."  With  the  traditional  oil-based

economy shattered,  the  focus  has  shifted  to

centralizing  gold and  revitalizing  the

horticultural sector in areas like Kassala. The

government  is  attempting  to  move  from

"traditional  agriculture"  to  "modernized

exports" (e.g., grapefruit and bananas for the

global  market)  to generate foreign currency,

though energy and cold storage infrastructure

remain the primary bottlenecks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  a  significant  spike  in  border

tensions between Sudan and Ethiopia. The

recall  of  the ambassador is  often the last

step before a formal suspension of relations

or limited border skirmishes in the Fashaga

region. 

The  government  will  likely  present  its

"drone  telemetry  dossier"  at  the  UN

Security  Council,  potentially  forcing  a

public  vote  that  would  oblige  UAE  and

Ethiopia to defend their positions. 

Increased  domestic  crackdowns  on  gold

smuggling  as  the  new  cabinet  directives

take effect.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

Khartoum International Airport may remain

a  "gray  zone"  of  security;  while  the

government  pledges  its  immediate  return

to service, the persistent drone threat from

Ethiopia  will  likely  deter  international

commercial carriers except for those from

allied nations like Kuwait. 

A  likely  shift  in  regional  alliances:  Sudan

will draw closer to the Turkey-Qatar-Egypt-

Russia axis to counter the UAE-Ethiopian-

RSF bloc. 

Reconstruction  planning,  such  as  the

"Million Housing Units," will begin in "safe"

zones  (Omdurman,  Port  Sudan)  to

incentivize the return of the middle class.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The Sudanese military structure will likely

be  permanently  altered,  with  the

integration of "Popular Resistance" groups

creating  a  new,  more  decentralized  but

heavily  armed  national  security

architecture. 

Economic reliance on China and Russia for

infrastructure  will  deepen,  potentially

creating  a  "debt-trap"  or  "resource-for-

security" long-term dependency. 

The Nile Basin's water politics will become

inextricably  linked  with  this  conflict,  as

Sudan's  rift  with Ethiopia over the Grand

Ethiopian  Renaissance  Dam  (GERD)  is

exacerbated by military hostilities.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Security  Crisis: Mediators  (US,  Saudi

Arabia)  must  pivot  from  a  "civil  war"

mediation  framework  to  a  "regional

conflict"  framework,  as  the  UAE  and

Ethiopia  are  now  formally  accused

participants. 

Humanitarian  Access: The  "Voluntary

Return"  of  civilians  to  Khartoum is  being

used  as  a  sign  of  victory;  international

NGOs must vet these areas for drone strike

risks before supporting resettlement. 

Sanctions  Watch: Financial  monitors

should prepare for new designations if the

UNSC  accepts  the  evidence  of  external

state involvement in the airport attacks.

For Private Sector/Investors

Gold  Industry: Stricter  compliance  and

"know your counterparty"  (KYC) protocols

are essential as the Sudanese state tightens

export laws and centralizes trade. 

Agricultural  Export  Risk: While  the

Kassala sector remains productive, the lack

of  cold  storage  and  energy  makes

investments in solar-powered irrigation and

logistics  a  high-risk/high-reward

opportunity. 

Infrastructure Vulnerability: Port Sudan

remains  the  only  viable  entry  point;

Khartoum-based operations  are  subject  to

drone disruption regardless of SAF claims

of "normalcy."

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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