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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT AND

DOMESTIC POLITICAL WARFARE:

THE MAY 2026 TRUMP-XI SUMMIT

AND TAIWAN’S INTERNAL

SECURITY CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May  6,  2026,  marks  a  pivotal  moment  of

convergence  between  global  strategic

maneuvering  and  intense  domestic

polarization  in  Taiwan.  Internationally,  the

focus  is  squarely  on  U.S.  President  Trump’s

upcoming  two-day  summit  in  Beijing  with

President Xi Jinping. The agenda is expected

to  cover  the  Taiwan  Strait,  trade,  and  the

volatile  situation in  the Persian Gulf.  Trump

continues to assert U.S. dominance in AI over

China, framing the technology as the primary

theater  of  superpower  competition.

Simultaneously,  a  sudden  de-escalation  or

confusion  in  the  Middle  East  has  emerged,

with Trump pausing "Freedom of Navigation"

escort  plans  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  citing

potential  breakthroughs  with  Iran,  despite

ongoing attacks on UAE oil infrastructure.

Domestically, Taiwan is embroiled in a surreal

but high-stakes political conflict termed "Rat-

gate."  Allegations  have  surfaced  that

Legislator Shen Pao-yang and the ruling party

are deploying "cognitive warfare" by utilizing

misleading  videos  of  rat  infestations to

undermine  Taipei  Mayor  Chiang  Wan-an's

administration. This localized dispute reflects

deeper anxieties regarding the 2026 mayoral

elections and the use of digital disinformation.

More substantively,  Taiwan’s energy security

is  at  a  breaking  point;  the  government  is

reportedly  preparing  to  restart  nuclear

reactors to meet the massive power demands

of  the  AI  and  semiconductor  industries,

effectively  reversing  years  of  "nuclear-free"

policy.  This  pivot  is  marred  by  financial

scandals involving the costly disposal and re-

purchase of nuclear fuel rods.

The security  apparatus is  also  under fire as

high-level  corruption  and  surveillance

scandals break. A "Model Police" officer was

implicated in leaking investigation secrets to

organized  crime  figures,  while  a  major

medical beauty group, Aili (E-Leely), is under

investigation for installing hidden cameras in

clinic ceilings. These incidents, combined with

debates  over  an  NT$800  billion  military

procurement  budget  and  controversial

relaxations  of  U.S.  agricultural  import

standards,  portray  a  state  struggling  with

internal  cohesion  and  regulatory  integrity

while facing immense external pressure.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Trump-Xi  Beijing  Summit  and  AI

Supremacy 

President Trump’s upcoming visit to Beijing

is  viewed  as  a  critical  "over-the-table"

negotiation where Taiwan may be used as a

bargaining  chip for  trade  concessions  or

Iranian cooperation.
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Trump explicitly stated the U.S. lead in AI is

absolute, noting that "AI plants" are being

built  across  the  country  to  maintain  a

competitive edge over China.

Secretary  of  State  Pompeo  signaled  that

maintaining regional  stability  in  the Indo-

Pacific remains a priority, yet analysts fear

a  weakening  of  U.S.  support for  Taiwan

during direct leader-to-leader talks.

Taiwan’s  Nuclear  Energy  Reversal  and

Financial Loss 

The  government  is  moving  to  restart

Nuclear  Power  Plant  3  (NPP3)  and  is

seeking  to  purchase  new  fuel  rods from

Westinghouse.

A  significant  scandal  involves  NPP4  fuel

rods,  valued  at  NT$8  billion,  which  were

sent  to  the  U.S.  for  storage  at  a  cost  of

NT$400  million  under  the  Tsai

administration; they remain unsold with no

buyers.

Taiwan  Power  Company  (Taipower)  faces

massive  losses  (NT$283.8  billion),  while

electricity demand is projected to rise from

400,000  kW  to  1  million  kW  annually,

driven largely by TSMC’s expansion.

"Rat-Gate" and Cognitive Warfare 

Legislator  Shen  Pao-yang  is  accused  of

orchestrating  a  disinformation  campaign

using  outdated  or  misidentified  videos of

rats to damage Taipei’s image.

Shen proposed the use of hormonal "birth

control"  for  rats,  a  suggestion mocked by

experts  as  more  expensive  and  less

effective than traditional culling, potentially

creating  "pet  rats"  instead  of  eliminating

pests.

Mayor  Chiang  Wan-an  has  labeled  the

coordinated  sightings  a  cognitive  warfare

operation (2.0  version  of  previous  recall

efforts) ahead of local elections.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AI and Technology Policy 

The U.S.  administration is  prioritizing the

construction of AI-specific infrastructure to

counter Chinese advancements.

Taiwan’s energy policy is being retrofitted

to  support  the  "computational  power"

required for national strength in AI.

Technological  surveillance  concerns  have

escalated following the discovery of hidden

cameras  disguised  as  smoke  detectors in

private medical facilities.

Energy Security 

A  shift  in  the  "Nuclear-Free  Homeland"

policy is evident as the Lai administration

faces  an  imminent  power  shortage that

could cripple the semiconductor sector.

Opposition  lawmakers  argue  that  the

current green energy policy is a source of

corruption,  favoring  "green-affiliated"

companies  at  the  expense  of  national

treasury stability.

National Security & Defense Procurement 

The Legislative Yuan is deadlocked over an

NT$800  billion  military  budget,  with  the

KMT demanding the U.S. provide a "Letter

of  Offer  and  Acceptance"  (LOA)  before

funds are released.

Lawmakers express frustration over delays

in F-16V deliveries while the U.S. continues

to  request  advance  payments,  leading  to

accusations that Taiwan is being treated as

a "fat cat" (panzi).
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New  threats  include  "mosquito  drones"—

2cm  bionic  robots  capable  of  stealthy

infiltration for surveillance.

Biosurveillance & Food Safety 

The Ministry of Agriculture and MOHW are

criticized for relaxing import standards for

U.S.  chicken  despite  the  H5N1  avian  flu

outbreak in several U.S. states.

The  relaxation  of  pesticide  residue  limits

(MRLs)  for  over  100  U.S.  agricultural

products has  sparked  public  health

concerns, with some fruit residues found to

be 100 times over previous limits.

A Holland-America cruise ship outbreak of

Hanta  virus has  resulted  in  three  deaths

and multiple infections, prompting a WHO-

led investigation in Spain.

Corruption & Rule of Law 

Former "Model Police" Captain Liu Zongren

was  released  on  NT$100,000  bail for

leaking  investigative  details  to  figures

involved in the "88 Lounge" scandal.

An illegal "one-stop shop" for black-market

abortions and medication  was  discovered,

targeting  undocumented  migrant  workers

and  claiming  daily  revenues  of

NT$100,000.

A  high-profile  medical  tycoon,  Zhang

Rushan,  faces  indictment  for  sexual

misconduct and  surveillance  violations

across 18 clinic branches.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Legislative  Yuan  is  characterized  by

intense  partisan  friction  regarding  defense

spending  and  energy  mandates.  Lawmakers

are  also  scrutinizing  the  executive  branch's

handling  of  international  trade  negotiations,

specifically regarding agricultural  safety and

arms procurement transparency. Key sessions

focused on the audit of failed nuclear fuel rod

sales  and  the  lack  of  oversight  in  "Special

Budgets."

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Military  Procurement  Special

Regulation: Debate  continues  over  the

NT$800  billion  budget.  The  opposition

(KMT/TPP)  insists  on  a  procedural

requirement for a formal U.S. LOA before

approval,  aiming  to  prevent  "empty"

spending on undelivered weapons.

Nuclear Power Plant Restart Proposals:

Legislative  discussions  on  amending  the

"Nuclear-Free Homeland" timeline to allow

emergency  reactivation of  NPP3  units  to

meet AI industrial needs.

Plastic  Bag  Restriction  Policy:

Evaluations  of  the  14  types  of  venues

prohibited from providing free plastic bags,

with  calls  to  close  loopholes  involving

"commemorative"  or  "branded"  reusable

bags that increase total plastic waste.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Nuclear Fuel Rod Audit: Auditor General

Chen  Ruimin  admitted  to  the  Legislative

Yuan that the NPP4 fuel rod policy was a

failure  of  management  and  strategy,

leading to massive storage costs without a

sale.

Agricultural Import Standards Presser:

Lawmaker Hou Han-ting revealed that the

government  is  quietly  loosening  pesticide

residue  standards for  over  100  U.S.  farm

products to appease trade partners.
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Taipei  Municipal  "Rat"  Inquiry: Mayor

Chiang Wan-an responded to interpellations

regarding  coordinated  rat  sightings,

defending the city's hygiene record against

what he terms political "disinformation."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Mundane  Issues

The  "Rat-gate"  controversy  demonstrates  a

trend where local sanitation and pest control

issues  are  elevated  to  "national  security"

concerns  through  the  lens  of  cognitive

warfare.  By  reframing  rat  sightings  as  a

failure of municipal governance or a Chinese-

style disinformation campaign, political actors

are bypassng traditional policy debate in favor

of  high-engagement,  emotionally  charged

narratives. This suggests that the 2026 local

elections  will  be  fought  primarily  on  the

digital  front,  with  "truth"  becoming

increasingly  secondary  to  narrative

dominance.

Energy Pragmatism vs. Ideological Legacy

Taiwan is  witnessing the silent  death of  the

"Nuclear-Free" ideology. The sheer volume of

energy  required  by  TSMC’s  2nm  and  AI-

focused  plants has  forced  the  Lai

administration  into  a  pragmatic  retreat.

However,  the  government  is  attempting  to

frame  this  as  "enhancing  energy  resilience"

rather than an admission of policy failure. The

massive financial losses from NPP4 serve as a

cautionary tale of the high cost of ideological

shifts without a viable transition plan.

Erosion of Regulatory Sovereignty There is

a growing perception that Taiwan is  making

significant  concessions  on  food  safety  and

agricultural  standards to  secure  U.S.  favor

ahead of the Trump-Xi summit. The relaxation

of  pesticide and avian flu protocols  is  being

interpreted by critics  as  a  "self-dwarfing" of

regulatory  independence.  This  creates  a

domestic vulnerability where the public feels

their health is being sacrificed for geopolitical

protection that remains uncertain.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): The  immediate

fallout of the Trump-Xi summit will dictate the

volatility  of  the  Taiwan  Strait.  If  Trump

secures a trade deal  or Iranian concessions,

Taiwan  may  see  a  temporary  cooling  of

tensions, but with a higher long-term risk of

abandonment.  Domestically,  expect  arrests

related to the Aili clinic surveillance scandal

to  expand  as  more  victims  come  forward

across the 18 branches.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  military

procurement budget will likely be passed but

in  a  truncated  or  phased  manner as  the

opposition  continues  to  use  the  LOA

requirement as leverage. Taipower will likely

announce  another  price  hike despite  the

nuclear restart, as the cost of new fuel rods

and green energy infrastructure continues to

mount.  The  "Rat-gate"  narrative  will  likely

transition into other municipal "failures" (e.g.,

water quality or road safety) as the mayoral

race intensifies.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Taiwan’s structural

reliance  on  nuclear  power  will  likely  be

formally  reinstated,  with  potential

investments in small modular reactors (SMRs)

to power localized AI clusters. The U.S.-China

AI  race  will  solidify  Taiwan’s  role  as  the

indispensable "foundry," but this also makes it

the  primary  target  for  cyber  and  physical

sabotage.  Domestic  stability  will  remain

fragile  as  "cognitive  warfare"  becomes  the

standard operating procedure for all political

parties.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security:  Allies  must  monitor  the  "LOA"

dispute closely, as it represents a crisis of

trust between  the  Taiwanese  legislature

and the U.S. defense establishment.

Diplomatic:  Regional  partners  should

prepare for a "transactional" U.S. approach

to  Taiwan,  where security  guarantees are

linked directly to trade and semiconductor

access.

Health: International health bodies should

coordinate  on  Hanta  virus  protocols

following the cruise ship deaths, especially

as  global  tourism reaches  "Golden  Week"

peaks.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Energy  Risk:  Investors  in  Taiwan’s  tech

sector must account for prolonged energy

instability and  higher  costs  during  the

transition back to nuclear power.

Regulatory  Compliance:  The  medical  and

aesthetic  industries  in  Taiwan  will  face

drastic  new  surveillance  and  privacy

regulations following the Aili scandal; firms

should  audit  their  facility  security

immediately.

Supply  Chain:  Importers  of  U.S.

agricultural  products  to  Taiwan  should

prepare  for  stricter  scrutiny  or  public

boycotts as the relaxation of pesticide and

avian  flu  standards  becomes  a  major

political flashpoint.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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