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CONGO’S 2026 TRANSITION:

CONSOLIDATION OF POWER & INSTITUTIONAL RESTRUCTURING

Following Sassou-Nguesso’s Re-election: A “March Toward Development” Amidst Challenges
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STATE-LED FINANCIAL & DIGITAL ENGINEERING
FINANCIAL SOVEREIGNTY (CDC)

CAISSE DES
DEPOTS

CAISSE DES DEPOTS CREATION BILL

Mobilize internal resources for infrastructure.
"Dormant” funds to projects.

DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY (Al & TELECOM)

CONGO TELECOM :
NATIONAL
Bt AISTRATEGK

Secure state’s digital footprint.
Aim for regional tech hub.

THE YOUTH GAP &
SUCCESSION SILENCE

826 !9
| Median 23

DEMOGRAPHIC DISCONNECT

Evasive on 2033 election.
“Year of Youth” as
compensatory policy.

INSTITUTIONALIZING CAPITAL
Shift from raw exports to mobilizing
domestic savings & strengthening
SOEs to reduce external reliance.

GOVERNANCE CHALLENGES & CONTROL
UTILITY CRISIS & “VANDALISM” NARRATIVE

CHRONIC FAILURES & BLAME
President attributes failures to “Kuluna” gang

4 vandalism (2,500 boreholes). Power line timeline set.

MEDIA PRECARITY & “LAWFARE”

9 & 2

PRESS FREEDOM & CORRUPTION PROBES

“Per diem” culture threatens independence. French
“ill-gotten gains” probes dismissed as defamation.

ECONOMIC STARVATION
Systemic poverty & “coupage”
neutralize watchdog role
without overt censorship.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

FORESIGHT TIMELINE
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SHORT TERM MEDIUM TERM
(WEEKS): (MONTHS): (YEARS):
BAD Meetings, CDC Resource Blue Fund vs.
Heightened Phase, Al Feasibility ~ Hydrocarbons,
Security. (Foreign Partners). Stéccession
riction.

LONG TERM

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY
Monitor CDC for transparency.
Leverage green-tech (Ranger).
Engage on rights in anti-gang ops.

FOR PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS
Congo Telecom IPO potential.
Agro-industrial opportunities
(mechanization). Tightening

forestry/mining compliance.
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CONSOLIDATION OF POWER AND
INSTITUTIONAL RESTRUCTURING
FOLLOWING THE 2026 CONGOLESE
RE-ELECTION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 6, 2026, the Republic of Congo
transitioned into a new phase of the Denis
Sassou-Nguesso administration following his
re-election in March 2026 with over 94% of
the vote. The day was defined by the
inaugural meeting of the new Council of
Ministers, signaling a shift toward aggressive
institutional modernization under the banner
of "Accelerating the March Toward
Development." The administration is
prioritizing financial engineering through the
creation of a national deposit fund (Caisse des
Dépots) and the massive recapitalization of
Congo Telecom to assert digital sovereignty.
This governance push aims to professionalize
the state apparatus while simultaneously
managing chronic failures in water and
electricity infrastructure that the President
characterizes as victims of "vandalism" by
urban gangs.

Simultaneously, the government is navigating
a complex relationship with the media and the

international community. While the President
dismisses French "ill-gotten gains"
investigations as sovereign defamation, the
local media landscape is grappling with
extreme precarity, where a "poisonous"
culture of "per diems" threatens journalistic
independence. Regionally,
positioning itself as a diplomatic hub,
preparing to host the African Development
Bank (BAD) annual meetings and aggressively
seeking $10 billion for the Congo Basin Blue
Fund. This convergence of high-level financial
planning and persistent domestic utility crises
reveals a government attempting to leapfrog
into digital and financial sophistication while
struggling with the basic tenets of service
delivery and social order.

Brazzaville is

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Post-Election Governance and
Ministerial Transition
o The first Council of Ministers since the
2026 election was held to provide
"orientation" for a new five-year mandate
focused on

o Major handovers occurred in the
Defense, Interior, and Hydrocarbons
ministries, with General Jean Olessongo
Ondaye taking charge of Interior to

combat rising urban banditry.

o A "Task Force" was mandated to

prioritize the digitalization of financial
agencies to improve revenue collection.
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* State-Led Financial Engineering
o The government approved a bill to
create the Caisse des Dépots et
Consignations (CDC), intended to
mobilize internal resources for major

infrastructure projects.

o Congo Telecom received a massive asset
transfer valued at over 143 billion CFA
to prepare for a potential IPO.

* National
Strategy
o Brazzaville launched a National Strategy
for Artificial Intelligence and the
digitalization of national languages to

foster digital sovereignty.

o Authorities aim to position Congo as a
regional tech hub for Central Africa
through the African Center for Research
in Al

Intelligence and Digital

» Utility Crisis and "Vandalism" Narrative
o President Sassou-Nguesso attributed the
failure of water systems to the vandalism

of 2,500 boreholes by "Kuluna" gangs.

oA 12-month timeline was set for
completing a high-tension power line
between Pointe-Noire and Brazzaville to
resolve chronic blackouts.

* Press Freedom and Economic Precarity
o Commemorations for the 33rd World
Press Freedom Day highlighted that
while no journalists are currently
imprisoned, they face systemic
intimidation and poverty.

o Media leaders denounced the "per diem"
system as a poison that transforms
journalists into institutional
communicators.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Digital Sovereignty & AI Policy The
government is moving beyond basic
connectivity toward advanced technology
policy. The launch of the National AI
Strategy is framed as a foundational
economic necessity, with instructions to
integrate the private sector and startups from
the design phase. Simultaneously, the
formalization of asset ownership for Congo
Telecom aims to secure the state's digital

footprint and financial independence.

Corruption & "Lawfare" President Sassou-
Nguesso remains defiant against international
corruption probes. He explicitly labeled
French investigations into "ill-gotten gains"
(bien mal acquis) as
arguing that French justice lacks legitimacy
by failing to send rogatory commissions to
establish facts on Congolese sail.
Domestically, the newly appointed Minister of
Control and Quality of Public Service has been
tasked with an "obligation of results" in

fighting anti-values within the administration.

vereign

Economic Security & Hydrocarbons While
the President maintains a goal of economic
diversification, the discovery of 100 million
barrels by TotalEnergies at the Moka field is
viewed as a modest but helpful addition. The
government is attempting to balance this
petroleum dependency by preparing the Blue
Fund for the Congo Basin, aiming to

mobilize 10 billion dollars for green
investment.

Domestic Stability & Security
Architecture The administration is

intensifying its "permanent" operation against
Kuluna and Bébés Noirs gangs. The
President defended the use of "public force"
to ensure populations can circulate at night,
framing security as a prerequisite for
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democracy. The Ministry of the Interior also
signaled a focus on the crisis in passport
issuance, labeling it a document that should
not be a "luxury."

Diplomatic Engagement Congolese

diplomacy is pivoting between traditional
partners and new  alignments. The
administration highlighted the President's
recent visit to Russia as a sign of Congo's
audible voice globally. New diplomatic copies
of credentials were received from Morocco
and the Vatican, with the latter discussing a

ial Papal visit,

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity was centered on the first
post-election cabinet session, focusing on
financial reform and state-owned enterprise
restructuring. The executive branch is moving
rapidly to formalize new financial vehicles to
support its development agenda.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Caisse des Dépots et Consignations
(CDC) Creation Bill: A proposed law to
establish a public financial institution to
secure "dormant" resources and finance

structural projects.

* Congo Telecom Asset Decree: A decree
authorizing the transfer of state-funded
infrastructure (PCN phases 1, 2, and 3) to

Congo Telecom's capital, valued at 143
billion CFA.

* Digitalization of Regies Financieres:
Direct instructions to the Prime Minister to
form a task force for the immediate

digitalization of revenue-generating
agencies.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Presidential Interview (Moisi Téléma):
President Sassou-Nguesso addressed his
41-year tenure, dismissed succession
questions, and labeled foreign corruption
probes as defamation.

e Ministerial Orientations (Health):
Minister Jean-Robert Ibara warned health
officials that "those not ready for the
journey will be left behind."

e Media Roundtable (World Press
Freedom Day): Journalists debated the

financial precarity of the Congolese press

and the threat of "pseudo-journalists" on
social media.

* Regional NGO Assembly: The election of
Jean Diodio Goma as Secretary General of

the Central African Federation for Persons
with  Disabilities, noting Congolese
leadership in this sector.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Youth Gap and Succession Silence A
recurring theme is the demographic
disconnect between the 82-year-old President
and a nation with a median age of 23. While
the President dismisses the "age of the
carrier" in favor of the progress of ideas, he
was notably evasive on the 2033 election
(when he will be 89), stating the question
should not be discussed now. The "Year of
Youth" decree appears to be a compensatory

policy for a 40% youth unemployment rate.

Resource Nationalism and Financial
Resilience The government is moving toward
a more sophisticated "Resource Nationalism
2.0." Instead of just exporting raw materials,
there is a push to institutionalize capital
through the Caisse des Dépots and to
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strengthen Congo Telecom as a "pillar of
digital sovereignty." This suggests a desire to
reduce reliance on external IMF/World Bank

strictures by mobilizing domestic savings and
state-owned assets.

Press Precarity as a Tool of Control The
discussion on media freedom revealed a
subtle form of control: not through
imprisonment, but through economic
starvation. The "per diem" (or "coupage")
culture is so entrenched that journalists
cannot afford basic groceries without source-
provided payments. This systemic poverty
creates a ‘"prostitution" of the profession
where news 1is replaced by institutional
communication, effectively neutralizing the
media's watchdog role without the need for
overt censorship.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The host role for
the African Development Bank (BAD)
meetings (May 25-29) will be the primary
focus of state capacity. Expect a heightened
security presence in Brazzaville to prevent
gang activity and project international
stability. Infrastructure "polishing" around the
Palais du Peuple and major hotels will likely
cause localized transport disruptions.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The newly
created CDC will begin its initial resource
identification phase, which may involve
auditing dormant accounts in commercial
banks, potentially creating friction in the
banking sector. The Al strategy will move to a
"feasibility" stage, with potential MOU
signings with foreign tech firms, likely from
Russia or China, given recent diplomatic
trends.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The success of the
2026 mandate hinges on "de-carbonizing" the

budget through the Blue Fund. If the $10
billion target is not met, the government will
likely revert to deeper hydrocarbon
exploration to sustain the massive asset
transfers to SOEs like Congo Telecom. The
succession question, though currently stifled,
will become a major source of elite friction as
the 2033 horizon approaches.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community should
monitor the Caisse des Dépots for
transparency, as such funds can become
vehicles for off-budget spending.

* The "Ranger" technology project in Congo's
parks indicates an openness to green-tech
partnerships that could be leveraged for
carbon credit verification.

* Diplomatic engagement with the new
Interior Minister is critical to ensure that
anti-gang operations do not devolve into

wider human rights liberty violations.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Congo Telecom's recapitalization signals a
serious intent for an eventual IPO, offering
a rare opening in the Central African
telecoms market.

* Investment in the agro-industrial sector
is being prioritized as a solution to youth
unemployment; incentives for
mechanization are likely forth-coming
from the FIGA fund.

* Regulatory compliance in the forestry and
mining sectors will likely tighten as the
state emphasizes economic diversification
over pure petroleum dependency.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=TELECONGO_20260506_160000

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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