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ALGERIA: STRATEGIC AUTONOMY
D+ THROUGH TURKISH ALLIANCES & RENEWED
NATIONAL IDENTITY & FOOD SECURITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE (MAY 7, 2026)

Strategic Cooperation Council aims for $10B trade by 2030. Domestic focus on National Memory Law

B Pivot in statecraft. Turkey relations elevated to “comprehensive strategic partnership”. High-Level

and Baladna food sovereignty project. Dual-track approach for long-term structural resilience.

INTERNATIONAL OUTREACH:
WITH TURKEY

DOMESTIC RESILIENCE:

STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT !NATIONAL IDENTITY &

13 Agreements Slgned (Energy, Agriculture, Media)
Target: $10 Billion Trade Volume
Mutual Recognition of Driver's Licenses

FOOD SOVEREIGNTY . "
a

INSTITUTIONALIZING
“NATIONAL MEMORY"

L1

Directive for "National Sessions
on Memory"

Draft Law on National Memory
to Protect Narrative

Empbhasis on Colonial "Moral
Downfall" & Refusal to "Forget"
Crimes (May 8th Anniversary).

Joint Investment Promotion AGRICULTURAL SOVEREIGNTY
Industrial Pillars: Tosyali (Steel), Tayal (Textiles). INITIATIVES

REGIONAL CONFLICT FRAMING &
) Aligned Positions on Middle East =5z
(Gaza, Lebanon).
Condemnation of Violations in Somalia
(Horn of Africa as UN Charter breach).

ECONOMIC SECURITY & NATIONAL SECURITY &
INVESTMENT CLIMATE BORDER STABILITY

Dismantling Transnational Drug Networks
(84kg Cocaine Seized).

Strategic Focus on Sahel & Western Sahara.

Turkey as Facilitator of Regional Stability.
Algeria as "Gateway" to AfCFTA.

~$8 Billion Turkish Investments (Steel,
Textiles, Construction).

Preferential Trade Agreement Negotiations.

Baladna Project: First Harvest (Wheat &
Barley) in Adrar (300ha).

Turkish Dunaysir Project: Advanced
Desert Farming.

. Goal: Scale Up for National Food

Securig' & Mitigate Import
Dependence.

Framing Moroccan Internal Instability
(Protests, Demolitions) in Contrast to
Algerian Stability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, LEGISLATION, & FORESIGHT

LEGISLATIVE STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
/" TRENDS & THEMES ROUNDUP & RECOMMENDATIONS

Strategic Convergence:
Shared Geopolitical Identity,
“Strategic Autonomy" from
Western Alliances.

Identity as Statecraft:

“Memory" File as Loyalty Test Bills: Draft Law on National

& |deological Memory, Preferential Trade

Mobilization. Agreement (Algeria-Turkey).

The Southern Pivot: Focus: Identity Lawmaking
Desert Agriculture (Adrar) & Economic Formalization
for Economic Decoupling. via Executive Directives.

Short Term: Helghtened Domestlc
Mobilization, Potential Strain with France.

Medium Term: National Memory Law
Implementation, Expanded Southern
Agriculture.

Long Term: Turkey as Primary Non-

Hydrocarbon Investor, Energy Hub Integration. _/

Recommendations: Monitor Somalia
Alignment, Expect Hardened Ideological
Stance, Leverage Algeria as AfCFTA Hub.

Private Sector: Opportunity in Turkish
Industrial Model, Risk in Narrative Control,
Supply Chain Stability via Domestic Grain.
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ALGERIA ANCHORS STRATEGIC
AUTONOMY THROUGH TURKISH
ALLIANCES AND A RENEWED
FOCUS ON NATIONAL IDENTITY
AND FOOD SECURITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 7, 2026, marked a significant pivot in
Algerian statecraft, characterized by the
elevation of relations with Turkey to a
"comprehensive strategic partnership" and a
vigorous reassertion of national identity ahead
of National Memory Day. President
Abdelmajid Tebboune's visit to Ankara
culminated in the first session of the High-
Level Strategic Cooperation Council, yielding
13 agreements across vital sectors including
energy, agriculture, and media. This
diplomatic offensive aims to reach a $10
billion trade volume by 2030, leveraging
Turkish industrial expertise to bolster
Algerian infrastructure and its "near-shoring"
appeal for the African market.

Parallel to this international outreach, the
state is intensifying its focus on domestic
resilience and historical narrative. The launch

of the Baladna project’s first harvest in Adrar

signals a concrete step toward food

sovereignty, while President Tebboune’s
directive to draft a new Law on National
Memory serves to solidify the state’s anti-
colonial stance. Meanwhile, state media
continues to highlight systemic instability in
neighboring Morocco, contrasting it with
Algeria's purported stability and strategic
growth. This dual-track approach—securing
high-level international partnerships while
hardening the domestic ideological and
economic base—suggests an administration
focused on long-term structural resilience
amidst regional volatility.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Algerian-Turkish Strategic
Realignment: President Tebboune and
President Erdogan co-chaired the inaugural
council meeting, signing 13 agreements
and setting a tar f $1 illion in
bilateral trade.

o Agreements include mutual recognition
of driver’s licenses, cooperation in
media/information to combat
"disinformation," and investment
promotion through partnerships between
investment agencies.

o Major industrial players like Tosyali
(steel) and Tayal (textiles) were
highlighted as pillars of this long-term
in rial partnership.

* Institutionalizing "National Memory":
On the eve of the May 8th anniversary of
the 1945 massacres, the Presidency

announced two major mem roj .

o A directive was issued for "National
Sessions on Memory and History" and
the preparation of a draft bill on
National Memory to protect the

historical narrative.
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o Rhetoric heavily emphasized the "moral KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
downfall" of the colonial era and the

refusal to ‘"forget" historical crimes Diplomatic Engagement & International
against defenseless Algerians. Relations
* Agricultural Sovereignty Initiatives: * The elevation of the Strategic Cooperation
The Algerian-Qatari "Baladna" project Council indicates a shift from transactional
reached a symbolic milestone with its first trade to a long-term geopolitical alignment
harvest of wheat and barley in the southern with Turkey.
province of Adrar. * High-level exchanges emphasized
o The project utilizes 300 hectares of "multilateralism" and "diplomacy of
irrigated desert land, aiming to scale up equilibrium," with Turkey positioned as a
to support national food security. facili r of regional ili
o Parallel Turkish agricultural investments * Diplomatic activity extended to the "Med
in the south, such as the Dunaysir 9++" initiative, where Algeria discussed
project, emphasize advanced desert access to fertilizers and global food
farming techniques. security via the Strait of Hormuz.
* Regional Conflict Framing: Algeria and Economic Security & Investment Climate
Turkey expressed "aligned positions" on the
Middle East, specifically condemning * The Turkish Business Forum highlighted
zionist violations in Gaza and Lebanon. the attractiveness of Algerian energy costs

and its role as a "gateway" to the African

o Notably, the administration condemned
Y Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).

violations against the sovereignty of

Somalia, framing regional threats in the * Investments by Turkish firms currently

Horn of Africa as a breach of the UN total roughly  $8  billion, largely

Charter. concentrated in steel, textiles, and
construction.

* Focus on Moroccan Internal Instability:
Extensive  reporting detailed forced
demolitions and protests in Casablanca and
Agadir.

o Reports characterized the Moroccan Food and Water Security
regime (the "Makhzen") as repressive
and "deaf" to the housing and social
rights of over 100,000 families.

* A preferential trade agreement is under
negotiation to reduce tariffs and customs
barriers for specific goods.

* The "Baladna" project’s successful
experimental harvest in the Sahara
suggests a state strategy to mitigate import
dependence on strategic grains.

» State-supported Turkish investments in
Adrar are focusing on diversifying
production to include fruit trees and
greenhouse tomatoes.
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National Security & Border Stability

» Security forces reported the dismantling of

a transnational organized drug network

with links from Morocco to Europe, seizing
84kg of cocaine.

* The administration continues to frame the
Sahel region and Western Sahara as areas

of strategic concern where Algeria must

regain initiative and influence.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current legislative focus is primarily on
identity-based lawmaking and
formalization. The Presidency is leveraging
administrative directives to bypass traditional
legislative gridlock on sensitive issues like
national history, while also seeking to
streamline international trade via executive-
level bilateral agreements.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

economic

* Draft Law on National Memory:
Proposed legislation aimed at protecting
historical facts and codifying the state's
narrative on the colonial period.

* Preferential Trade Agreement (Algeria-
Turkey): Negotiations launched for an
accord to reduce duties on a specific list of
goods to boost trade toward $10 billion.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Joint Briefing (Tebboune-Erdogan): A
high-profile event where both leaders
confirmed consensus on Palestine, Libya,
and the Sahel.

* Algerian-Turkish Business Forum:
Meeting of 300 public and private
companies to discuss near-shoring and

technology transfer.

* Memory Day Message: Presidential
address emphasizing the state's refusal to

forgive colonial-era "extermination"
massacres.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Strategic Convergence with Turkey

The relationship with Turkey has evolved from
a purely economic trade-off (Algerian gas for

Turkish textiles) into a shared geopolitical
identity. Both nations seek ‘"strategic

autonomy" from Western-centric alliances.
Turkey offers Algeria a path to standardizing
its industrial sector to European levels
without the political baggage of traditional
European partners. For Turkey, Algeria serves
as a stable hub for Mediterranean and African

power projection.
Identity as a Statecraft Tool

The administration is increasingly using the
"Memory" file as a litmus test for diplomatic
and domestic loyalty. By proposing a Law on
National Memory, the government is
effectively "lawfaring" history to ensure
internal cohesion. This focus on the dark
colonial past serves to maintain a permanent
state of ideological mobilization, particularly
useful when facing regional pressures from
neighboring Morocco.

The Southern Pivot: From Desert to
Breadbasket

There is a concerted shift toward Sahara-
based industrial agriculture. Projects in Adrar

(Baladna, Dunaysir) are no longer mere
experiments but are being integrated into the

national food security strategy. This "southern

pivot" aims to utilize deep aquifers and vast
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land to decouple the Algerian economy from
volatile global grain markets.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Expect heightened domestic mobilization
and potentially strained relations with
France following the rhetoric surrounding
Memory Day.

* Bilateral working groups will likely begin
fast-tracking the preferential trade list to
show immediate progress on the $10 billion
goal.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The draft law on National Memory will
likely move through the legislative process,
potentially creating new legal barriers for
foreign
interpretations of the colonial era.

* Further investment in southern agriculture

will likely be announced as the "Baladna"
project expands into dairy production.

historical research or media

Long Term (1-5 Years):

e If current trends continue, Turkey could
displace traditional European partners as
the prim non-hydrocarbon inv r in
Algeria.

» Structural integration of Algerian gas into a
Turkish energy hub for Europe could
reshape Mediterranean energy flows,
provided the 2027 contract renewals are
secured.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomats should monitor the Algerian-
Turkish alignment on Somalia; this
represents a widening of Algeria’s security
concerns into the Horn of Africa.

* The "Memory" legislation indicates a
hardening of the state's ideological stance;
international partners should expect

increased sensitivity on historical issues in
bilateral talks.

» Algeria's growing role as a "hub" for Turkey
within the AfCFTA makes it a key node for
any regional African trade strategy.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: Turkish industrial success in
Algeria (Tosyali, Tayal) provides a proven
management roadmap for other foreign
investors seeking to benefit from low
energy costs.

* Risk: Increasing state control over
historical and national narratives may lead

to regulatory changes in media and

education sectors.

* Supply Chain: The move toward domestic
grain production in the south offers long-

term stability for the domestic agro-
industrial supply chain but requires
significant water management oversight.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
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trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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