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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RECOMMENDATIONS FOR

INTERNATIONAL POLICY PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS

« Reconcile sovereign law vs. humanitarian « Fintech opportunities in G2C platforms;
necessity; « Focus on agriculture in Gedarif/Blue Nile

+ Address Ethiopia-Sudan border tension; with government partnership;

« Support digital governance initiatives. « Risks to logistics due to air threats.
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SUDAN ASSERTS SOVEREIGN
AUTHORITY AMID ESCALATING
REGIONAL CONFLICT AND MOVES
TOWARD DIGITAL GOVERNANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 7, 2026, the Sudanese "Government
of Hope" intensified its campaign to
consolidate  sovereign legitimacy while
confronting a significant escalation in regional
hostilities. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
issued a stern directive to the United Nations
and international NGOs, explicitly rejecting
any registration with parallel humanitarian
bodies established by the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF) "Daghlo Militia." This move is a
strategic attempt to prevent the
institutionalization of the RSF’s political wing,
"Tasees," which the government characterizes
as a direct threat to the unity and territorial
integrity of the state.

Simultaneously, the conflict has taken a
dangerous geopolitical turn following drone
strikes on Khartoum International Airport.
Sudanese military officials and analysts have
directly accused Ethiopia of launching these
strategic drones from Bahir Dar, signaling a
breakdown in "good neighborly" relations and

alleging a coordinated effort between the UAE
and Ethiopia to destabilize the Sudanese
state. Domestically, Prime Minister Dr. Kamel
Idris led a high-profile delegation to
Omdurman to signal a return to normalcy,
announcing significant tax cuts for traders
and a transition to electronic payment
platforms to eliminate illegal collections and
"gray" economy leakages.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Rejection of Parallel Governance: The
Foreign Ministry summoned the UN
Resident Coordinator to declare that any
institutional dealing with the RSF-led
"National Authority for Humanitarian
Access" would be viewed as a violation of
Sudanese sovereignty and international
law. This follows an RSF order requiring
NGOs to register with them within 30 days.

* Ethiopian Drone Escalation: Military
trackers reportedly confirmed that drones
targeting vital infrastructure in Khartoum
originated from FEthiopian territory. This
development has prompted calls for the
government to reassess diplomatic ties and
border security with Addis Ababa.

* Omdurman Normalization Drive: Prime
Minister Idris toured the Sajjana and
Omdurman markets, ordering the
immediate restoration of electricity and
water services. He also slashed seasonal
licensing fees by 50% to encourage
displaced traders to resume operations.

* Blue Nile "Popular
Success: Reports from the Shamar region
in the Blue Nile highlight a successful
counter-insurgency effort where local
"Mustanfareen" (volunteers) used
traditional white weapons to repel heavily
armed RSF units, reportedly winning nine
consecutive battles.

Resistance"
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* Educational Continuity Abroad: Despite
the war, the Sudanese Academy in
Mauritania successfully conducted
elementary certificate examinations for the
third consecutive year, supported by the
Ministry of Education in Gezira State and
Mauritanian authorities.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International Relations & Geopolitical
Power Dynamics The Sudanese government
is navigating a fractured regional landscape.
While the Arab League, Kuwait, and the
Muslim World League condemned the airport
attacks, the focus has shifted toward the
"Ethiopian-UAE axis." Analysts suggest that
Ethiopia’s alleged involvement is an attempt
to weaken Egyptian influence by proxy
through the destabilization of Sudan. The
government is being urged to shift from
"traditional diplomacy" to more aggressive
international legal warfare to  hold
neighboring states accountable for hosting
"launching pads" for attacks.

Economic Security & Statecraft A pivot
toward digital governance is underway to
address systemic corruption and revenue loss.
The Prime Minister announced the upcoming
launch of the "Beladuna" (Our Country)
platform, a mandatory electronic payment
system for all government services. This is
intended to stop ‘"illegal collections" and
"levies" that have historically impoverished
citizens without benefiting the state treasury.
Furthermore, the government is exploring
strategic financing for agriculture through
partnerships between the Gedarif state
executive and banking sectors to ensure the
upcoming season's success.

National Security & Civil Unrest The rise
of "Popular Resistance" (Mustanfareen)

remains a cornerstone of the state's survival
strategy. In the Blue Nile and Gedarif regions,
community-based militias are being
. | | . hi ,
presenting a narrative of "One Army, One
People." However, internal fissures within
rebel movements are also emerging; clashes
were reported in the Kauda region between
the Al-Hulu faction and dissident gr over
control of gold mines, indicating that
resource-driven conflict remains a volatile
secondary threat.

Health & Biosurveillance Despite the
conflict, the Ministry of Health is maintaining
its public health mandates. Celebrating World
Malaria Day in Port Sudan, the government
signed a strategic honor charter with
international partners to drive toward a
"Malaria-Free Sudan." The health strategy is
increasingly reliant on "community

awareness" and the integration of local
municipalities to combat disease vectors in

war-impacted urban centers.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on institutional
reform, particularly in the agricultural and
transparency sectors, alongside executive
decrees aimed at stabilizing recaptured
territories.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Gezira Project Law Amendment (2005):
The Minister of Justice announced the
formation of a committee to amend the
Gezira Project L.aw to address application
issues, protect state assets from
encroachment, and formalize state
ownership of production processes.
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* National Integrity and Transparency
Act: A new oversight body was formalized
with the appointment of Police Lt. Gen.
Abdeen Al-Tahir as the Head of the
I . B - ission,
tasked with  monitoring government
expenditure and conduct.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Foreign Ministry Press Briefing: Formal
notification to UN agencies rejecting RSF-
led humanitarian structures as violations of
Security Council resolutions.

* Omdurman Executive Tour: Prime
Minister Idris and the Governor of
Khartoum held an on-site market hearing,
resulting in immediate executive orders for
tax relief and infrastructure repair.

* Traffic Week Launch: The Ministry of
Interior inaugurated Arab Traffic Week
under the slogan "Slow Down, We are
Waiting for You," including a 50% discount
on all traffic-related fees for citizens.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Humanitarian
Legitimacy A critical battleground has
emerged over the administration of
humanitarian aid. The RSF’s attempt to force
NGO registration is a "soft state" tactic
designed to gain de facto international
recognition. The government's counter-move
—threatening to expel or punish organizations
that comply with RSF mandates—forces
international actors into a binary choice
. This trend
suggests that humanitarian corridors will
become increasingly politicized, potentially
leading to aid blockages in RSF-controlled

ween legitim n

areas if the UN adheres to the government's
sovereign demands.

The Digital State as a War Survival
Mechanism The push for the "Beladuna"

electronic platform and the digitalization of

traffic and licensing services is not merely
modernization; it is a survival strategy. By

eliminating cash transactions, the government
aims to starve local corruption networks and
ensure that every pound of revenue reaches
the central "Government of Hope" treasury.
This digitalization of the social contract is
intended to restore public trust in state
institutions even as those institutions remain
under military siege.

Regional Proxy War Escalation The explicit
naming of Ethiopia and the UAE as aggressors
marks the end of diplomatic ambiguity. Public
sentiment, as reflected in citizen interviews, is
shifting from internal grievance to xenophobic
hostility toward neighboring states perceived
as ‘"betraying" Sudanese hospitality. The
narrative of "Ethiopian drones" targeting
"civilian infrastructure" like the airport serves
to galvanize nationalist fervor and justify
continued  mass  mobilization of the
Mustanfareen.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
significant diplomatic cooling between Sudan
and Ethiopia, potentially involving the
withdrawal of ambassadors. The 30-day
deadline imposed by the RSF for NGO
registration will create a operational crisis for
aid agencies, likely resulting in temporary
suspensions of services in Darfur and
Kordofan as NGOs navigate the legal risks of
compliance with "illegal" bodies.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
"Beladuna" platform rollout will likely face
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implementation hurdles in conflict zones but
could stabilize the exchange rate in
government-held areas by centralizing
revenue. Agricultural yields in Gedarif and
Blue Nile will be the primary indicator of state
resilience; failure to secure harvest financing
through the new banking agreements could
lead to severe food insecurity by late 2026.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Sudan is moving
toward a highly decentralized security model
where "Popular Resistance" groups may
become permanent paramilitary fixtures,
similar to regional models in Iran or Iraq. The
"state of citizenship" projects mentioned by
leadership will struggle against the reality of
a militarized society, leading to a long-term
challenge in disarming these groups once the
primary RSF threat is neutralized.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community  must

reconcile the tension between sovereign
law and humanitarian necessity. Strict

adherence to the Khartoum government’s
demands may leave millions in RSF zones
without aid.

* Regional mediators
addressing the
tension immediately to prevent the civil
war from expanding into a full-scale
interstate conflict.

should pivot to
Ethiopia- n rder

e Support for Sudan's digital governance
initiatives could be a non-kinetic way to

strengthen state capacity and reduce

corruption in the transition period.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The shift to electronic payments (Beladuna)
presents an entry point for fintech firms
specializing in government-to-citizen (G2C)
platforms and secure transaction
processing.

Agricultural investors should focus on the

Gedarif and Blue Nile regions, where the

government is actively prioritizing
infrastructure and credit facilities for the

"Security and Resilience" agricultural
season.
 Significant risks remain regarding

infrastructure; the recent drone attacks on
Khartoum Airport indicate that logistics
and supply chains remain highly vulnerable
to strategic air threats despite local ground

gains.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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