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POLAND MANEUVERS THROUGH A

FISCAL CRISIS AND REGIONAL

INSECURITY AS THE CENTRAL

BANK REPORTS RECORD LOSSES

AND RUSSIAN HYBRID THREATS

ESCALATE ALONG THE BALTIC

FRONTIER.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May  7,  2026,  Poland  found  itself  at  the

nexus  of  several  converging  crises,  ranging

from a historic fiscal shortfall at the National

Bank  of  Poland  (NBP)  to  escalating  hybrid

threats on the NATO eastern flank. The NBP

reported a staggering loss of 35.7 billion PLN

for the 2025 fiscal  year,  a development that

has  effectively  paralyzed  planned

contributions to the state budget and ignited a

fierce political debate over the "Safe" (unijny

sejf)  defense  funding  program.  While  the

government attempts to leverage this loss to

justify  low-interest  EU  loans  for  military

modernization,  the  opposition  and  the

Presidency are framing the move as an assault

on national sovereignty. This domestic friction

occurs  as  the  security  environment

deteriorates, highlighted by drone incursions

into  Latvian  airspace targeting  fuel

infrastructure near the Russian border, and a

massive  forest  fire  in  the  Puszcza  Solska

region requiring 600 emergency personnel.

Simultaneously, President Karol Nawrocki has

launched a high-stakes domestic challenge to

European  integration  by  calling  for  a

nationwide referendum on EU climate policy,

specifically  targeting  the  Green  Deal.  This

move  suggests  a  strategic  pivot  toward

"energy sovereignty" as a primary campaign

pillar  for  the  2027  electoral  cycle.  In  the

digital  and  social  spheres,  the  state  is

grappling  with  the  maturation  of  deepfake

technology,  as  seen  in  AI-generated  scams

featuring  state  officials,  and  a  major

crackdown  on  pedophile  networks  titled

"Operation  Hellfire."  These  developments

indicate a state capacity that is being tested

across  every  functional  pillar—economic,

environmental, digital, and kinetic security.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

NBP  Fiscal  Crisis  and  Defense  Funding

Conflict 

The  National  Bank  of  Poland  (NBP)

reported a record loss of 35.7 billion PLN in

2025,  largely  attributed  to  the

strengthening  of  the  Polish  Zloty  and

currency valuation shifts. 

The loss means no funds will be transferred

to  the  state  budget,  rendering  the  "Safe

0%" domestic funding project proposed by

the  Presidency  effectively  dead  for  the

foreseeable future. 
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The  government  plans  to  sign  a  multi-

billion  Euro  loan  agreement with  the

European  Commission  under  the  "Safe"

program  (approx.  3%  interest)  to  finance

arms purchases,  which PiS  critics  label  a

"Brussels deal" that bypasses the President.

Opponents  demand  0%  loans,  though

critics point out those were predicated on

non-existent NBP profits.

Regional Security and Hybrid Warfare 

Two drones, likely originating from Russia,

entered Latvian airspace and crashed near

a fuel  depot  in  Latgale,  prompting school

closures and a remote-learning shift in the

region. 

Polish  military  officials  confirmed  the

impending arrival  of  the first  F-35 fighter

jets in  May,  with  a  full  presentation

scheduled for June; the total contract for 32

jets is valued at over $4.5 billion. 

The  Puszcza  Solska  forest  fire  consumed

300 hectares and required 600 personnel,

including  Black  Hawk  helicopters  and

Dromader  aircraft,  to  prevent  the  blaze

from reaching the town of Józefów.

The Climate Sovereignty Referendum 

President  Karol  Nawrocki  formally

requested  the  Senate  to  authorize  a

referendum on EU climate policy to be held

on September 27, 2026. 

The proposed question specifically  asks  if

citizens support  policies that  increase the

cost  of  living and  energy  prices;  the

government  has  dismissed  this  as  a

"question  with  a  thesis"  designed  to

manipulate public opinion. 

Coalition politicians argue the referendum

is a distraction from eight years of neglect

in  renewable  energy  and  nuclear  power

investments.

Digital Sovereignty and AI Proliferation 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Paweł

Grzesiowski,  has  threatened  legal  action

after AI-generated deepfakes of his image

were  used to  promote  fraudulent  medical

treatments for hemorrhoids and psoriasis. 

Public  broadcasters  (TVP,  Polskie  Radio,

PAP)  have  signed  a  formal  agreement to

launch  a  joint  fact-checking  initiative,

"sprawdzamto.pl,"  to  combat  Russian

disinformation and AI-manipulated content.

The Minister of Digital Affairs emphasized

that disinformation is now a component of

hybrid  war,  capable  of  destabilizing  the

state faster than kinetic attacks.

Public Health and Internal Stability 

An  outbreak  of  Hantavirus  on  the  MV

Hondius cruise  ship  resulted  in  at  least

three  deaths;  the  ship  is  currently  being

diverted to the Canary Islands for medical

evacuation. 

"Operation Hellfire" led to the arrest of 123

individuals and the seizure of 330,000 files

related  to  child  sexual  exploitation,  with

suspects ranging in age from 19 to 94. 

New national standards for perinatal care

took  effect,  mandating  access  to

pharmacological pain relief (epidurals) and

psychological  support  for  women  after

miscarriages.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Statecraft 

The NBP loss represents a failure of fiscal

planning according to critics, as the central

bank  failed  to  realize  gains  on  gold

reserves  in  time  to  offset  Zloty

appreciation. 
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The government is prioritizing the EU Safe

program to  bridge  the  defense  spending

gap, arguing that Poland’s rating is lower

than  the  EC’s,  making  unassisted  loans

more expensive.

Energy  Security  and  Regulatory

Environment 

A  major  fire  at  a  containerized  energy

storage facility in Czajków (2 MW power)

demonstrated  new  risks  in  the  green

transition; the fire involved 11,000 battery

cells and forced a large-scale evacuation. 

Debate continues over the unprofitability of

domestic  coal,  with  Konfederacja  leaders

arguing  that  EU  regulations  are  forcing

Poland to import coal from overseas despite

having large domestic reserves.

Cybersecurity and AI Technology Policy 

The government is pushing for the AI Act

implementation by  late  2027,  focusing  on

high-risk systems in policing and borders. 

The Ministry of Digital Affairs is proposing

a digital tax on platforms like Google and

Meta, arguing that they monetize user data

and  spread  disinformation  without  paying

their fair share to the Polish state.

Diplomatic Engagement 

Prime Minister  Donald  Tusk’s  visit  to  the

Vatican  and  meeting  with  Pope  Leo  XIV

focused  on  the  theme  of  "Peacemakers,"

with a formal invitation for a papal visit to

Poland in 2028. 

Tusk also engaged with Italian PM Giorgia

Meloni to negotiate a new bilateral treaty,

highlighting  that  trade  between  the  two

nations exceeded 36 billion Euro in 2025.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day  was  dominated  by  presidential

initiatives  challenging  EU  frameworks  and

government  efforts  to  regulate  the  nascent

cryptocurrency  market  following  the  Zonda

Krypto failure.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Climate  Referendum  Proposal:

Submitted  by  President  Nawrocki  to  the

Senate, seeking a public vote on rejecting

the EU Green Deal. 

Cryptocurrency  Regulation  (3rd

Version): A  government  bill  targeting

fraud  in  the  crypto  sector following  the

Zonda  Krypto  collapse;  a  rival  108-page

presidential  bill  was  also  submitted,  with

the  government  claiming  it  is  a  "copy-

paste" of vetoed regulations. 

Reprographic  Fee  Regulation  (Opłata

Reprograficzna): A  controversial  new

regulation  extending  fees  to  smartphones

and  tablets to  compensate  artists;  the

opposition has labeled this a "Tusk Tax." 

Lex Kamilek Implementation: Continued

discussion  on  the  strengthening  of  child

protection laws following the sentencing of

a high-profile child murder case.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Adam  Glapiński  NBP  Briefing:

Scheduled  to  explain  the  central  bank’s

record 35.7 billion PLN loss and its impact

on monetary policy. 

Fact-Checking  Alliance  Signing: The

Ministry  of  Digital  Affairs  oversaw  the

signing of  a  memorandum between major

media outlets to launch "sprawdzamto.pl." 
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Perinatal  Standards  Presser: The

Ministry  of  Health  announced  the

implementation  of  new  standards for

maternity care effective immediately.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Hybrid  Warfare  and  Infrastructure

Vulnerability The  drone  incident  in  Latvia,

coupled  with  sabotage  attempts  on  Polish

railways,  suggests  a  broadening  of  Russian

hybrid  tactics.  The  goal  appears  to  be  two-

fold:  probing  NATO  response  times  and

causing "background anxiety" among civilian

populations.  The  use  of  Ukrainian-origin

drones  redirected  by  Russia (or  false  flags)

indicates  a  more  sophisticated  narrative

warfare  intended  to  decouple  Baltic  and

Polish support for Kyiv.

The  Financialization  of  Defense The

collapse  of  NBP  profits  has  turned  defense

spending  into  a  partisan  battlefield.  The

government  is  moving  toward  European

financial  solidarity (low-interest  EU  loans),

while  the  opposition  utilizes  "sovereignty"

rhetoric  to  argue  that  any  borrowing  from

Brussels  is  a  trap.  This  trend indicates  that

the  "Polish  Miracle"  of  defense  spending  is

hitting its first major fiscal ceiling, forcing a

choice  between  slower  modernization  or

deeper EU integration.

The  AI  Disinformation  Arms  Race State

actors  are  now  openly  admitting  to  an

asymmetric  war  in  the  "infosphere." The

transition  from  simple  text-based  botting  to

high-fidelity deepfakes of state health officials

marks a new era of risk for public trust. The

government's  push  for  a  digital  tax  and

platform accountability is no longer just about

revenue;  it  is  a  defensive  measure  to  force

tech giants to assist in state security or face

fiscal penalties.

Social Conservatism as Policy Shield The

high-profile  sentencing  in  the  Kamilka  case

and the new perinatal standards suggest the

government is attempting to address "human

dignity"  and  "safety"  to  offset  the  economic

pain  of  inflation  and  energy  costs.  By

improving comfort and justice in the domestic

sphere, the administration seeks to maintain a

social  mandate  during  a  period  of  high

regional instability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Political  tension

will  peak as the Senate debates the Climate

Referendum. Expect the government to reject

the proposal or heavily amend the questions,

triggering  mass  protests  from  agrarian  and

right-wing groups. Military readiness will  be

highlighted as the first F-35 jets land on Polish

soil, likely accompanied by a major NATO air-

policing exercise in the Baltic  to respond to

the Latvian incursions.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  NBP’s

fiscal  situation will  limit  the  government's

ability  to  maintain  high  social  spending,

potentially leading to a revision of the 800+

program  or  other  benefits.  The  "Safe"

program  loans  will  be  finalized,  but  legal

challenges  from  the  President’s  office

regarding the legality of bypassing the budget

will  likely  end  up  in  the  Constitutional

Tribunal. The launch of "sprawdzamto.pl" will

become  a  central  pillar  in  the  2026  local

elections as a tool against "fake news."

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Poland’s  energy

landscape will  be defined by the outcome of

the Green Deal conflict. If the referendum (or

its sentiment) succeeds, Poland may face stiff

financial  penalties  from  the  EU,  but  could
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consolidate  a  new  regional  bloc  of  "Energy

Sovereign"  nations.  The  shift  toward  AI-

governed  public  services  will  accelerate,

though digital fraud will become the primary

threat  to  senior  citizens,  requiring  a

fundamental  overhaul  of  the  national  digital

identity system.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

NATO  partners  should  prepare  for

increased airspace violations in the Baltic

corridor  as  Russia  tests  the  resolve  of

"peripheral" NATO members like Latvia. 

EU  diplomats  must  address  the  growing

sovereignty  rift in  Poland  regarding

defense loans,  or risk the "Safe" program

being  portrayed  as  a  tool  of  centralized

control. 

The Polish experience with disinformation

"flattening" (responding  within  12-16

hours)  should  be  studied  as  a  model  for

other frontline states.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Investment  Risk: The  volatility  of  the

Polish Zloty remains a primary concern for

the NBP; investors should expect continued

interventions  or  a  possible  shift  toward

Euro-pegging debates if losses persist. 

Cyber Compliance: Companies operating

in  Poland  must  prepare  for  aggressive

new  digital  regulations and  possible

"digital taxes" as the state seeks to fund its

fact-checking  and  cyber-defense

infrastructure. 

Green  Tech  Opportunity: Despite  the

referendum rhetoric, the fire at the energy

storage  facility highlights  an  urgent  need

for  advanced  fire-suppression  and  safety

technologies  for  large-scale  battery

systems.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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