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SUDAN SIGNALS A RETURN TO
STATEHOOD IN KHARTOUM WHILE
EXPOSING EXPANSIVE EXTERNAL
PROXY NETWORKS AND INTERNAL
FRACTURES AMONG REBEL
FACTIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 8, 2026, marked a strategic turning point
for the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF)-led
government as it aggressively signaled a
return to normalization in the capital while
launching a multi-front diplomatic and
intelligence offensive. Prime Minister Kamel
Idris and General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan
emphasized the restoration of state capacity,
highlighted by the resumption of normal
operations at Khartoum International Airport
and the symbolic reopening of the Green
Square (Al-Saha al-Khadra). The government
is leveraging these milestones to urge the
diaspora and civil servants to return, framing
Khartoum as a stabilized environment despite
ongoing localized skirmishes and the lingering
effects of war. The return of the Yemeni
Embassy to the capital was touted as evidence
of recovery and renewed international
confidence in the state's territorial control.

Simultaneously, the Sudanese government
moved to dismantle the legitimacy of the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF) by exposing its
alleged external support structures and
parallel governance attempts. A high-profile
defector from the RSF, Ali al-Tayyib, provided
granular intelligence regarding Emirati-run
training centers and the use of regional
airports in Chad, Libya, and Somalia to funnel
weapons. This was bolstered by a formal
diplomatic rejection of the RSF’s attempt to
establish a "National Humanitarian Access
Authority," which the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs characterized as an illegal attempt to
infringe on national sovereignty. The state is
also contending with a complex internal crisis
within Abdulaziz al-Hilu’s SPLM-N in the
Nuba Mountains, where reports of a "thaw" or
internal rebellion suggest a violent fallout
over gold revenues and al-Hilu's alleged
alignment with the "Emirati project."

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Restoration of Critical Infrastructure and
Normalization

* Prime Minister Kamel Idris officially
confirmed that Khartoum International
Airport has resumed full civil aviation
operations with full technical capacity for
domestic and international flights.

* The government reopened the Green
Square, a major public landmark, after
extensive rehabilitation following
destruction by RSF militias, signaling a
push for social stabilization.

e The National Cooperative Institution
opened its 15th low-cost sale center in
central Khartoum to alleviate the cost-of-
living crisis after the destruction of
traditional markets by rebel forces.
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Intelligence Disclosures and Proxy * Strategic locations like Koudi and Jebel

Warfare Allegations Arden are reportedly under the control of
dissident "noble" factions within the
* Defected RSF commander Ali al-Tayyib movement who reject al-Hilu’s coordination
detailed the "Zionist-Emirati project" to with the RSF.
dismantle Sudan, revealing that 480

e The conflict has exacerbated a
humanitarian crisis, with reports of

children dying of hunger in mountain caves

* Al-Tayyib named specific airbases used for as factions clash over resources.
RSF logistics, including N'Djamena (Chad),
Al-Jufra and Benghazi (Libya), and sites in
Somalia, all allegedly facilitated by the
UAE.

officers have recently returned to SAF
ranks due to ideological disillusionment.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Digital Sovereignty and Transformation
e Sudanese Ambassador to Russia,

Mohammed Al-Ghazali, publicly denounced e The Khartoum State Government is

the Emirati-fun ron located 30 prioritizing the "Baladna" digital platform

kilometers from the Sudanese border in to centralize government  revenue

Ethiopia. collection and administrative performance
tracking.

S ignt d Parallel G
overeignty an aratie overnance * The North State is integrating border

Conflict . . . o
crossings with digital monitoring systems
* The Ministry of Foreign Affairs summoned to improve nomic oversight and trade

UN and international aid agencies to issue flow.

a "red line" regarding the RSF's newly

) C National Security and Territorial Integrity
formed "National Humanitarian Access

Authority," warning that any institutional « Military Intelligence reported significant
cooperation with this body would be seizures of narcotics in the Bahri military
treated as a violation of Sudanese zone, indicating a link between illicit trade
sovereignty. and militia funding.

* The government cited a 2025 UN Security « The government is implementing new
Council resolution to justify its ban on security measures to counter drone threats
parallel governance structures created by originating from Ethiopia, following recent
the militia. targeted attacks on civilian infrastructure.

Internal Fractures in the Nuba Mountains Biosurveillance and Public Health
(SPLM-N)
* Prime Minister Idris launched the "Sudan

* Reports from Kauda indicate a significant Free of Mosquitoes" initiative, supported by
internal rebellion against SPLM-N leader a gift of 15 spray vehicles from Gen.
Abdulaziz ~ al-Hilu, driven by  his Burhan to combat malaria and dengue
monopolization of gold revenues and secret fever.

dealings with the UAE.
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* A national polio response campaign and a
Hepatitis B awareness program were
inaugurated to stabilize the health
environment in safe states like River Nile
and Kassala.

Elite Politics and Leadership Dynamics

* General Burhan engaged in high-profile
"Sufi diplomacy," visiting the Sheikh Hamad
al-Nil mosque to secure the spiritual and
social backing of the influential Sufi orders
for the "Karama Battle."

e Prime Minister Idris met with Musa Hilal,
head of the Revolutionary Awakening

Council, to solidify tribal support in Darfur
against the RSF’s hegemony.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The government's legislative and regulatory
activity focused on delegitimizing rebel
administrative bodies and planning for post-
war reconstruction through a new five-year
strategic framework. Key events included
administrative decrees regarding
humanitarian oversight and state-level
infrastructure planning.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED

* Five-Year Strategic Plan (2026-2030): A
roadmap currently being formulated to

harmonize  ministerial programs for
reconstruction an nomic resilien
across all safe states.

* Teacher Licensing Regulation:

Implementation of mandatory electronic
exams for teacher certification in Sennar to
ensure educational standards during the
transition.

* Traffic Penalty Amnesty: A 50%
reduction in all traffic-related fines and
licensing fees was announced to encourage
civic compliance and ease the financial
burden on residents.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* RSF Defector Press Conference: Ali al-
Tayyib provided testimony on the RSF's use
in Al-Ain and

suicide drone

Emirati trainin
specialized courses in
operations and intelligence.

* MFA Diplomatic Briefing: A formal
session with UN agencies to reject the
RSF's "National Humanitarian Access
Authority," asserting that all aid must flow
through state channels.

* Khartoum State Security Meeting:
Reviewed the impact of drone attacks and

authorized demolition of illegal settlements

used as staging grounds for militia activity.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The UAE as the "Archenemy" Narrative

A cohesive strategic narrative has emerged
across state media, identifying the United
Arab Emirates not merely as a supporter of
the RSF, but as the architect of a "Zionist-
Emirati" scheme to liquidate the Sudanese
state. This rhetoric has moved from vague
accusations to granular military intelligence,
with state TV broadcasting names of airports,
specific training camps in the UAE (e.g., Al-
Ain and Ghayathi), and the involvement of the
"Tessis" group. This serves to nationalize the
conflict as an anti-colonial struggle, effectively
rallying disparate groups like the Sufi orders
and former rebels (Musa Hilal) under the SAF
banner. The linkage of SPLM-N’s al-Hilu to
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this same Emirati project marks an expansion
of this narrative to the south, framing him as

a mercenary trading gold for Emirati

patronage.

The "Khartoum is Safe" Normalization
Campaign

The government is engaged in a high-stakes
psychological operation to convince the
populace and the international community
that Khartoum is no longer a combat zone.
The reopening of the airport, the Green
Square, and the return of the Yemeni Embassy
are the cornerstones of this effort. By
establishing "low-cost sale centers" in central
ministries, the SAF is attempting to perform
the functions of a welfare state, contrasting
its "order" with the "chaos" of RSF-controlled
areas. The Prime Minister’s call for the
diaspora to return is an attempt to jumpstart
the economy and validate the state's victory in
the battle for the capital.

Internal Fractures as a Military Catalyst

There is a notable trend of reporting on
internal rebel collapse. The defection of 480
RSF officers and the intelligence they brought
suggests a degradation of RSF cohesion. More
critically, the uprising against al-Hilu in the
Nuba Mountains indicates that the gold-based
economy that sustained rebel groups is
becoming a source of terminal internal
friction. The shift from "soft" political
solutions to "toothed" military resolutions
within the SPLM-N suggests that the era of

rm rebel ntrol in Kauda may be
ending due to internal mutiny rather than
external SAF pressure.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
intensification of SAF offensives in the Nuba

Mountains as they seek to capitalize on the
internal split in SPI.M-N. In Khartoum, the
resumption of international flights will likely
lead to a gradual return of technical and
diplomatic personnel, though the risk of long-
range drone strikes from Ethiopia or RSF-held
pockets remains a primary threat to
normalization.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The rejection
of the RSF's humanitarian body will create a
significant friction point with international
NGOs. We may see a "bifurcation of aid,"
where some agencies risk SAF ire by
operating in RSF areas, potentially leading to
expulsions or license revocations of major
international organizations. The "Baladna"
digital platform will likely be used to filter
"loyal" wvs "rebel" civil servants for salary
payments.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the "Emirati
project" narrative holds, Sudan’s foreign
policy will permanently pivot toward a Russo-
Iranian-Chinese axis. The expressed solidarity
from Russia suggests a nascent security
architecture is being built to counter the
perceived Gulf-Western influence. Domestic
stability will hinge on whether the state can
move from "military cooperation" to a
sustainable civilian economic model as
outlined in the 2026-2030 strategic plan.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The formal rejection of RSF-linked aid
bodies means diplomatic missions must
strictly coordinate through Port Sudan or
SAF-controlled Khartoum to avoid

violations of sovereignty that could lead to

complete diplomatic breaks.
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* The emergence of a "Drone Corridor" from
Ethiopia requires regional mediators to
address the transnational nature of the
technology being supplied to militias.

* Engagement with SPLM-N should shift to
identifying the "noble" dissident factions,
as al-Hilu’s declining legitimacy makes him
a volatile and potentially obsolete partner.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* The reopening of Khartoum Airport
presents a high-risk/high-reward window
for logistics and essential services
providers, though insurance premiums will

remain exceptionally high due to the risk of

drone incursions.

* Agribusiness and infrastructure firms

should focus on River Nile and Gedaref
states, where the state's five-year plan is
centralizing investment and where the
security environment is most stable.

* The gold mining sector in the Nuba
Mountains remains a conflict zone; any
investment or trade involving gold from
this region risks involvement in proxy
financing and internal rebel purges.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

rchive.or ils/tv.
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