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ASEAN SUMMIT 48 CONVENES
AMIDST GLOBAL ENERGY CRISIS
AND ESCALATING MIDDLE EAST

NAVAL WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The 48th ASEAN Summit in Cebu, Philippines,
opened under the shadow of a severe global
energy crisis precipitated by the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz following direct naval
engagements between the United States and
Iran. Regional leaders, led by Philippine
President  Ferdinand Marcos Jr. and
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto, are
attempting to forge a collective response to
skyrocketing fuel prices and supply chain
disruptions. President Prabowo utilized the
summit to project a nationalist image of
industrial independence, arriving in a

mesticall r Maung MV ical
vehicle, while emphasizing three regional
priorities: energy security, food sovereignty,
and the protection of ASEAN citizens in
conflict zones.

Domestically, Indonesia is managing multiple
crises and large-scale logistical operations.
The Hajj 2026 pilgrimage has become a focal
point for digital governance, with the Ministry

of Hajj and Umrah implementing a single-door
digital service (OSS) to manage over 110,000
pilgrims, while simultaneously battling a
surge in illegal visa schemes. Simultaneously,
a tragic eruption of Mount Dukono in North
Halmahera resulted in the deaths of foreign
nationals, highlighting gaps in disaster
management and tourism regulation. Despite
global volatility, the Ministry of Finance
reported a robust 5.6% GDP growth in Q1
2026, though officials warn that fiscal space is
increasingly threatened by energy subsidies
and global inflation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* 48th ASEAN Summit in Cebu:

o Leaders prioritize the ratification of the
ASEAN Framework Agreement on
Petroleum Security (APSA) to mitigate
the impact of the Middle East conflict on
regional fuel supplies.

(e}

President Prabowo advocates for a "one
voice" ASEAN policy regarding violations
of  international law, specifically
referencing attacks on UN peacekeepers
in Lebanon.

o The summit marks the full participation

of Timor-lLeste as an emerging full

member, viewed as a victory for
Indonesian regional diplomacy.
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* Middle East Naval Conflict and Energy
Impact:

o Iran's IRGC claims a large-scale missile
and drone attack on a U.S. destroyer
near the Strait of Hormuz in retaliation
for alleged ceasefire violations.

o The diversion of Iraqi oil ex
Syria via truck convoys illustrates the
desperate measures taken to bypass the
blocked Hormuz maritime corridor.

o ASEAN leaders discuss the integration of
the ASEAN Power Grid to facilitate
cross-border electricity trade and reduce
reliance on volatile global oil markets.

* Disaster and Domestic Safety:
o Mount Dukono eruption leaves three

includin W in rean
nationals, and several others missing;
authorities admit the climb was

conducted without official permits.

o A catastrophic bus and tanker collision
in South Sumatra results in 16 fatalities,
prompting calls for stricter transport
safety identifies.

o Khairul Saleh, a high-ranking member of
the Supreme Audit Agency (BPK), died in
a house fire in Jakarta during a home
renovation.

* Hajj 2026 Digital Transformation:

o The government has deployed the
"Nusuk" and "Ciscohat" digital systems
to streamline pilgrimage logistics and
health monitoring.

o Authorities have identified 95 cases of
illegal Hajj procedures and detained 80

individuals attempting to enter Saudi
Arabia on non-pilgrimage visas.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security: The state of energy
emergency declared by the Philippines
reflects a regional trend as ASEAN nations
face the dual threat of supply shortages and
price volatility. President Prabowo has called
for an
electric vehicles to decouple national security
from Middle Eastern stability.

ransition

Corruption & Governance: Social Affairs
Minister Saifullah Yusuf (Gus Ipul) proactively
engaged with the KPK to audit the "Sekolah
Rakyat" shoe procurement program following
public allegations of ©price padding.
Simultaneously, the KPK is investigating

bribery in Customs importations involving PT

BR and former officials.

National Security & Defense Industry: The
deployment of the Pin

MV3 to a foreign summit serves as a strategic
advertisement for Indonesia’s growing
domestic defense industry and a signal of
nationalist self-reliance under the Prabowo
administration.

Food Security: In response to the looming
threat of extreme El Nifio, Prabowo is pushing
for a regional food sovereignty plan that
includes strengthening intra-ASEAN trade and
stabilizing fertilizer supply chains disrupted
by high energy costs.

Technology Policy: The ASEAN Digital
Economy Framework Agreement (DEFA) is
targeted for signing in November to create a
unified regional digital ecosystem, aiming to
boost MSME access to a market of 700 million
consumers.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance in early 2026 is defined by a shift
toward ministerial restructuring and digital
integration, formalized through new legal
frameworks. Efforts to rehabilitate the police
oversight body (Kompolnas) and standardize

Hajj logistics through dedicated ministries are
the primary legislative priorities.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Law No. 14 of 2025: Establishes the legal
foundation for the new Mini f Hajj an
Umrah, separating it from the Ministry of
Religious Affairs to improve efficiency.

Presidential Regulation (Perpres) No.
92 of 2025: Provides the organizational

structure for Hajj and Umrah management.

* Government Regulation (PP) 50 of

2025: Offers a 50% discount on BPJS
Ketenagakerjaan (Social Security)

premiums for independent workers until
the end of 2026.

* ASEAN Trade in Goods Agreement
(ATIGA): Discussion on accelerating
updates to ATIGA to remove non-tariff

barriers during the current global
economic crisis.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Social Affairs Ministry Audit: Minister
Gus Ipul met with KPK leadership to

request oversight of procurement for the
2026 budget year.

* Police Reform Commission: Jimly
Asshiddigie met President Prabowo to
discuss strengthening Kompolnas, making
its recommendations legally binding rather
than merely advisory.

* Finance Ministry Briefing: Minister
Purbaya Yudi Sadewa announced that IDR
300 trillion in surplus funds was moved to

state banks (Himbara) to stabilize the
Rupiah and stimulate growth.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Energy-Security Nexus: The transcripts
reveal a region in a state of high alert. The
closure of the Strait of Hormuz is no longer a
theoretical risk but a present reality
impacting every pillar of ASEAN policy. This
has forced a pivot from long-term climate
goals to immediate diversification of energy
sources. The "Maung" vehicle is not just a car;
it is a symbol of a state that anticipates a
future where global supply chains for critical

machinery and fuel are permanently
compromised.
Pilgrimage as a Digital Laboratory:

Indonesia is using the Hajj 2026 season as a
massive testbed for digital sovereignty. By
issuing the "Kartu Nusuk" (digital identity) in
Indonesia before departure and utilizing real-
time health and logistics tracking (Ciscohat),
the state is attempting to assert control over a
historically chaotic and corruption-prone
process. However, the fr n rver
outages reported during peak registration
periods indicate that the digital infrastructure
is still struggling to scale.

Resurgence of Resource Nationalism: The
Ministry of Finance’s move to implement a
"Windfall Tax" on nickel indicates that the
government intends to capture more value
from commodity surges to fund its "Sekolah
Rakyat" and other populist social programs.
This, combined with the VP's focus on
modernizin fishin KNMP),
suggests a "bottom-up" economic strategy

villages
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aimed at fortifying domestic resilience against
global shocks.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
naval tensions in the Strait of Hormuz, which
will likely keep global oil prices above $120/
barrel. In Indonesia, the search for missing
Singaporeans on Mt. Dukono will likely result
in a temporary ban on all volcanic tourism and
a major review of trekking permits. The Hajj
"Muzdalifah" peak period will be the ultimate
test for the digital coordination of 1.8 million

pilgrims.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The ASEAN
Power Grid pilot projects will likely receive
fast-tracked funding as nations seek
alternatives to oil. Domestic fiscal pressure
will mount, potentially forcing a reallocation

of the state budget toward energy subsidies,
despite the 5.6% growth rate. The KPK'’s

investigation into Customs corruption may

widen to include higher-level political figures.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Indonesia is
positioning itself as the central hub for
ASEAN’s digital economy and a primary
advocate for "Strategic Autonomy." If the
Maung platform proves successful at the
summit, it could lead to Indonesian defense
exports becoming a significant part of the
regional security architecture. Timor-Leste’s
integration will security
dynamics of the South Pacific and Indonesia’s
eastern border.

transform the

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

e The ASEAN Maritime Center proposal
represents a critical opportunity for joint
patrols and maritime security cooperation;
Western and Indo-Pacific partners should
offer technical support.

* The regional pivot toward bioenergy and
hydrogen in response to the Hormuz crisis

suggests a  shift in infrastructure
investment priorities.

e Timor-Leste's inclusion requires enhanced

capacity-building programs to ensure it
meets ASEAN's economic and political
standards.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: The energy
emergency in the Philippines and logistics
shifts in Indonesia signal rising operational
costs for manufacturers relying on regional
maritime transport.

* Investment Opportunity: Indonesia's IKN
Smart City Command Center and digital
Hajj systems offer a roadmap for large-
scale public sector digital transformation
contracts.

Regulatory Risk: The proposed Windfall
Tax on nickel and other commodities
suggests that extractive industries will face
higher fiscal burdens to support domestic
social spending.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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