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DELCY RODRIGUEZ CONSOLIDATES
POWER AS PRESIDENT-IN-CHARGE
AMID A RECORD NATIONAL ENERGY
CRISIS AND 100-DAY EVALUATION
OF THE AMNESTY LAW.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 9, 2026, serves as a critical juncture for
the Venezuelan administration under
President-in-charge Delcy Rodriguez, who is
navigating a systemic energy crisis and a
delicate political reconciliation process.
National electricity demand reached a record-
breaking 15,579 MW, the highest in nine
years, forcing the executive to demand that
the private sector activate self-generation and
proposing a national recovery plan. This
infrastructure strain is being publicly
attributed to high temperatures, illegal digital
mining, and the ecological degradation of the
Caroni river basin due to illegal mining
operations that threaten the Guri reservoir's
hydroelectric capacity.

Simultaneously, the administration celebrated
the first 100 days of the "Convivencia
Democratica y Paz" program, framing the

controversial Amnesty Iaw as a successful
tool for national stability,. While the

government promotes the return of migrants
through the "Vuelta a la Patria" program, it
remains embroiled in "legal warfare" at the
International Court of Justice (IC]) over the
Essequibo territory. The geopolitical
landscape is further complicated by a Trump-
era US State Department led by Marco Rubio,
whose diplomatic efforts in Italy reveal a
fractured Western stance regarding military
campaigns against Iran and the moral
authority of Pope Leo XIV.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e National Electric (SEN)
Infrastructure Crisis

o National demand peaked at 15,579 MW

on May 7, signaling a critical threshold

for the aging grid.

System

o The President-in-charge has called for
immediate private sector self-generation
to mitigate load shedding.

o Experts warn that a total grid recovery
would require over $20 billion and five to
six years of sustained investment.

* 100-Day Review of the Amnesty Law
and National Dialogue
o The administration defended the
Amnesty Law as "correct" for national
reconciliation, despite some crimes
remaining excluded.

o Rodriguez ordered the Supreme Tribunal
of Justice (TS]) to develop a doctrine on
diversity as a fundamental human right.

o New judicial reforms are proposed to
address systemic failures and corruption
within the criminal penal system.
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» Territorial Dispute at the IC]
o Foreign Minister Ivan Gil rejected
Guyana's arguments at the IC] as
repetitive and lacking historical truth.

o Venezuela is prepared to present its
historical evidence on May 11, insisting
on bilateral negotiations over judicial
intervention.

* International Public Health Alert:

Hantavirus Outbreak

o The Dutch cruise ship MV Ondius,
carrying an outbreak of Hantavirus, is
being quarantined off the coast of

Tenerife.

o Spanish authorities and the WHO are
coordinating a massive evacuation and

repatriation of passengers  while
monitoring for epidemic potential.

» Shifting
Geopolitics
o US Secretary of State Marco Rubio met
with Italian PM Giorgia Meloni to
reconcile differences following Donald
Trump's criticisms of Pope Leo XIV.

US-European-Vatican

o Italy and other European partners
remain hesitant to support US military
escalations against Iran.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Energy Security: The government is
increasingly desperate to stabilize the grid,
targeting illegal digital mining as a
scapegoat for systemic failure. Projections
show that even with new turbines, the lag
in manufacturing and delivery (up to 6
years) makes a medium-term solution
unlikely without massive foreign tech
intervention.

* Economic Security & Resilience: With
the exchange rate hitting 500.46 VES per
USD, the banking sector is pivoting toward
dual-currency accounts for residential and
commercial entities to protect against
rampant inflation.

* Environmental Governance: Venezuela
currently holds the highest deforestation
rate in Latin America, primarily driven by
mining south of the Orinoco. This is directly
impacting hydroelectri neration as river
basins dry up and sedimentation increases.

* Legal (Lawfare): The
administration is utilizing the IC]J
proceedings to stoke nationalist sentiment
while  simultaneously defending the

Amnesty Law to pacify domestic opposition
and court international legitimacy.

Warfare

National Security & Migratory Trends:
The "Vuelta a la Patria" program continues
to fly Venezuelans back, with the latest
flight arriving from Miami with 156
passengers. This is framed as a sign of
domestic stabilization, though the economic
reality remains volatile.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Current legislative and executive activity is
focused on judicial restructuring and
economic protectionism. The administration is
balancing the release of political actors with
the need to maintain control over critical
infrastructure and territorial integrity.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e Amnesty Law (Ley de Amnistia):
Evaluated after 100 days; credited with
favoring over 9,000 Venezuelans but
criticized for its limitations and ongoing
judicial corruption.
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* Reform of the Penal Justice System: A
proposed overhaul intended to eliminate
discrimination against the poor and
prioritize trials in liberty over pretrial
detention.

* Judicial Power Restructuring: The
Supreme Tribunal (TS]) is set to expand to
32 magistrates as part of a broader re-
engineering of the judiciary.

* Paraguana Tax Exemption Decree:
Regional legislation aimed at making the

peninsula a duty-free shopping destination
to spur tourism.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* SEN Operability Meeting: Delcy
Rodriguez convened the cabinet to address

the 9-year high in energy demand.

* Convivencia Democratica 100-Day
Balance: A televised forum featuring
Ernesto Villegas and President-in-charge

Rodriguez evaluating civil peace.

» ICJ Oral Sessions: Foreign Minister Ivan
Gil's press conference regarding the
rejection of Guyanese territorial claims.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Presidenta Encargada" Shift

The consistent reference to Delcy Rodriguez
as "Presidenta encargada" (President-in-
charge) throughout all broadcasts suggests a
significant internal political transition. Her
role has shifted from a mere vice-presidential
administrator to the public face of the state's
foundational peace agreements and

sovereignty defense. This appears to be a
calculated rebranding of the executive to
appear more conciliatory and "diverse" while
maintaining a hard line on sovereign rights.

The Energy-Environment Feedback
Loop

A dangerous trend is emerging where illegal
mining is both a cause of environmental
degradation and a primary consumer of
unstable energy. The mining south of the
Orinoco is identified as a threat to the Guri
dam's water levels, while the government
illegal digital
mining (crypto-mining) for overloading the
grid. This suggests that the state is losing
control over the country's energy-heavy grey
markets.

simultaneously denounces

Fragile Normalization

The government is working overtime to
project a return to "normality." This includes
promoting beauty pageants, high-end medical
showrooms, and celebrity lifestyle news.
However, this is contradicted by reports of 71
tons of donated medicines and a currency that
has devalued to a point where condominiums
require specialized banking to survive the
week. The "normalization" is a thin veneer
over a state still reliant on international aid
and survivalist economic strategies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The IC] hearing
on May 11 will likely trigger a surge in
nationalist rhetoric. Domestically, expect
increased load shedding as temperatures
remain high and the government struggles
to enforce self-generation mandates on the
private sector. The Hantavirus repatriation
process in Spain will serve as a test case
for post-COVID international sanitary
protocols.
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* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
Amnesty Law's next chapter will be tested
by whether the government actually
prosecutes the "judges who charge for
amnesties" mentioned by Rodriguez.
Economic pressure will mount as oil prices
hover at $40/barrel, far below the $70
needed for Venezuela's extra-heavy crude
to be profitable, likely forcing more
aggressive moves into gas exports.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): Venezuela faces a
structural "extractive model" crisis. As the
global energy transition accelerates, the
country's reliance on heavy oil and
minerals will become a liability. Without a
massive pivot to renewable energy (wind/
solar), the national grid will remain in a
state of permanent "recovery" while the
southern forest ecosystems face total
collapse.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The shift toward Delcy Rodriguez as
President-in-charge signals a potential
window for renewed diplomatic
engagement focused on diversity rights and
judicial reform, though her nationalist
stance on the Essequibo remains a major

* The US-Italy tension regarding Iran and
the Vatican suggests that the Western
coalition is fragmented; any regional policy
must account for Italy's refusal to escalate
militarily.

* Biosurveillance efforts must be increased
for Hantavirus variants (specifically the
Andes virus) as cruise ship traffic continues
to act as a vector for zoonotic diseases.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Risk: Operations in Venezuela
must account for the high probability of
mandatory self-generation and a grid that
cannot support high-intensity industrial
loads without private investment in solar or
win k

Banking & Inflation: Investors should
utilize the new dual-currency banking
instruments to hedge against a VES that is
rapidly losing value despite government
claims of controlled inflation.

* Supply Chain Opportunity: The
decommissioned nuclear reactor uranum
and the pivot toward nuclear medicine
suggest a niche market for high-tech
radiological and clean-room medical
equipment.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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