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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE CONVERGENCE:

Regional Landscape on May 9, 2026

Localized Wars of Attrition & High-Stakes Mari
Define a Region in Profound Instability

THE LEVANT:

THE REGIONAL EQUATION:
Convergence & Integration
Strategies

Protracted Conflict &
Humanitarian Crisis

New Sham Project

Strategic “New Sham” project (Egypt,
Jordan, Iraq, Palestine) championed as
economic survival mechanism. Railway,

energy, and transport links to bypass

chokepoints and insulate from global shocks.

Failure of Global Lawfare
Skepticism of international law. Israeli
actions proceed without “cost of
punishment.” Strategic shift towards
: - practical integration” over legal reliance.
Gaza: Protracted Phase &
Territorial Redraws
Shift to protracted phase under US-Iran
cover. Healthcare system collapse (86%
diagnostic decline, medicine shortages).
Environmental crisis $450k tons waste).
"Yellow & Orange' lines represent
demographic engineering.

West Bank: Systemic Settler
Violence & Displacement
Surge in settler violence, home burnings,
symbolic atrocities (exhumations).

1 Billion shekel budget for bypass
roads, creating a "dual-road" system
and "continuous Nakba“.

W A !
® Societal Fracture
Economic standstill (88%
Gaza unemployment),
lack of basic services,
and domestic violence
create a "pressure
cooker” effect.

Total Socio-Economic
Collapse of Palestinian Labor
Catastrophic unemployment. Labor
excluded from Israeli market for 31
months, causing massive national
income loss. Social safety nets stalled.

THE STRAIT:
Kinetic Flashpoint
& Global Risks

US-Iran maritime conflict resumes.
Tactical engagements, disabled vessels,
and exchanged fire near Qeshm
Island. UNSC resolution debated
with Russia/China veto threat.

S S
High-stakes maritime standoff
threatens global energy architecture
and regional trade resilience. US Central
Command reports disabling vessels.

International Relations &
Foreign Policy Shift
International Christian leaders lobby
for UNRWA funding. Spain and Ireland
lead European shift towards punitive
measures against Israel,
suspending agreements.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):
Heightened Jerusalem tensions,
increased Hormuz skirmishes.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
Israeli “Phase 2" in Gaza,
accelerated Jordan-Iraq

integration.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS: Establish Gaza medical
corridor, caution on Hormuz resolution, address
West Bank social order.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

Structural regional changes, potential

“"New Sham"” economic stabilizers or
permanent low-intensity warfare.

INVESTOR RISKS: Diversify from Hormuz routes,
expect agricultural disruption, opportunities in
Jordanian “New Sham" infrastructure.




TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

PALESTINETV

MAY 9, 2026

THE REGIONAL LANDSCAPE ON
MAY 9, 2026, IS DEFINED BY THE
CONVERGENCE OF LOCALIZED
WARS OF ATTRITION IN GAZA AND
LEBANON WITH A HIGH-STAKES
MARITIME STANDOFF BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES AND IRAN IN
THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The reporting on May 9, 2026, depicts a
region in a state of profound instability,
characterized by a "new equation" where
massive military force is being leveraged to
fundamentally alter the Palestinian national
project. In Gaza, the conflict has shifted into a
protracted phase where territorial redraws
are occurring under the cover of a broader
US-Iran regional conflagration. The
humanitarian situation is critical, with the
healthcare system in a state of total collapse,
exemplified by the life-threatening shortages
of specialized medicines for chronic patients
and a burgeoning environmental crisis due to
the accumulation of hundreds of thousands of
tons of waste.

Concurrently, the West Bank is experiencing a
surge in systematic settler violence that has

moved beyond property destruction to
symbolic atrocities, such as the exhumation of
remains in Jenin. Strategically, the "New
Sham" project—a  proposed economic
integration between Egypt, Jordan, Iraq, and
Palestine—is being championed as a vital
survival mechanism against global economic
shocks and supply chain disruptions. This
integration is increasingly seen as a necessity
rather than a luxury, as the Strait of Hormuz
remains a kinetic flashpoint between US naval
forces and Iranian assets, threatening the
global energy architecture and regional trade
resilience.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-Iran Maritime Conflict in Hormuz:
Tactical engagements between the US
Navy and Iranian forces have resumed in
the Strait of Hormuz. The US Central
Command reported disabling two vessels
attempting to enter an Iranian port, while
Iran claimed to have exchanged fire after
an alleged US attack on a tanker near
Qeshm Island. The UN Security Council is
currently debating a US-drafted resolution
supported by Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and the
UAE to enforce maritime security, though
Russia and China threaten a veto.

Systematic Displacement and Settler
Violence in the West Bank: Settler
groups, often under military protection, are
accelerating efforts to displace Palestinian
communities. Significant incidents include
the burning of homes in Al-Lubban ash-
Shargiya and the "horrific" exhumation of a
recently buried body in Al-Assa’sa south of
Jenin, an act described by the UN as a
symptom of dehumanization. Additionally,
the Israeli government has allocated over
one billion shekels for new bypass roads to
facilitate settler expansion through 2028.
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» Total Socio-Economic Collapse of
Palestinian Labor: Unemployment has
reached catastrophic levels, with 88%
joblessness in Gaza and 28% in the West
Bank. The labor market is reeling from the
31-month exclusion of Palestinian workers
from the Israeli market, resulting in an
estimated monthly loss of 1.35 billion
shekels in national income. Efforts to
establish a social security or insurance
framework remain stalled by political and
financial hurdles.

Regional Integration Strategy ("New
Sham"): Jordan, Egypt, and Iraq are
advancing plans for railway, energy, and
transportation links to bypass regional
chokepoints. This includes connecting Iraqi
oil to Jordan's Agaba port and a trilateral
"New Sham" project intended to insulate
regional
"unpredictable" shocks of the US-Iran war
and global supply chain volatility.

* Collapse of Gaza’s Health and
Environmental Infrastructure: Medical
diagnostic capabilities have declined by
86%, leaving th nds with ing or
treatment. Specifically, 237 Thalassemia
patients are facing a "battle for survival"
due to a lack of blood units and medicine,
with 50  deaths already recorded.
Environmental hazards are peaking as
450,000  tons of waste surround
displacement camps in Khan Younis.

economies from the

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security and Integration

* The Palestinian private sector is attempting
to maintain a national economic identity by
seeking preferential trade agreements and
Arab integration to replace dependencies
on the Israeli market.

* Jordan is positioning itself as a geopolitical
hub for crisis management, leveraging its
"New Sham" partnership to ensure food
and energy security through trilateral
cooperation with Egypt and Iraq.

* Gaza’s internal economy is suffering from
extreme inflation and
degradation, with physical banknotes (10
and 20 shekel notes) being rejected by
merchants due to wear and lack of liquidity.

currency

Domestic Stability and Social Order

* High costs of living and dowries are
creating a marriage crisis in Palestine, with
youth unable to form families, potentially
leading to social fragmentation and
increased migration.

* A significant spike in domestic violence and
"crimes of passion" is being analyzed
through a psychological lens, attributed to
the cumulative pressure of economic
deprivation, constant military threat, and
untreated PTSD.

International Relations and Foreign
Policy

e International christian leaders (over 300)
are lobbying Washington to restore UNRWA
funding and halt military aid to Israel,
signaling a shift in traditionally supportive
domestic US constituencies.

* Spain and Ireland are cited as lead
European nations shifting toward punitive
measures against Israel, including the
suspension of military and economic
agreements totaling billions of euros.
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Labor and Industry

e Israeli attempts to replace Palestinian
laborers with foreign workers from South
Asia have largely failed in the construction
sector, leading to continued economic
stagnation on both sides of the Green Line.

* Labor unions are advocating for a social
safety net or "unemployment insurance" to
protect workers against future shocks,
though funding remains the primary
obstacle.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy discussions are
dominated by international efforts to regulate
the Strait of Hormuz and regional attempts to
forge new economic blocs. Domestically,
Israeli policy is shifting toward permanent
infrastructure for settlement expansion.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o UNSC Resolution on Hormuz: A US-
led proposal, co-authored by Bahrain,
Saudi Arabia, and the UAE, seeking to
prohibit mining in the Strait and
potentially authorize force to ensure
navigation. It faces a Russian/Chinese
veto threat.

o Israeli Settler Infrastructure Budget:
A confirmed one billion shekel allocation
for bypass roads intended to further
isolate Palestinian urban centers and
connect settlements directly to Israel.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Ministerial Integration Meeting: A
multi-lateral meeting involving Jordan,
Syria, and Lebanon to discuss gas and

electricity supply lines to Beirut via
Damascus.

o Labor Union Briefing: Shaher Sa'ad,
General Secretary of Palestinian Labor
Unions, called for an immediate
intervention by the ILO to address the
rights of workers excluded from the
Israeli market for nearly three years.

o

Religious Policy Reform: Dr. Majed
Saqr of the Ministry of Awqaf proposed
mandatory pre-marital counseling and
economic "simplicity" to combat the
social impact of high dowries and
financial instability.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Geography

A clear trend is emerging in the
"weaponization of geography," where military
operations in Gaza are being used to establish

permanent "Yellow and Orange" territorial
lines. These lines represent more than just

security zones; they appear to be a strategy of
demographic separating
Palestinians from arable land and the sea
while preventing return to northern Gaza. In
the West Bank, the billion-shekel road projects
serve a similar purpose: creating a "dual-
road" system that effectively annexes territory
by making Palestinian movement impossible
while settler transit remains seamless.
Analysts suggest this is a "continuous Nakba"

designed to erase the national project through
physical fragmentation.

engineering,

The Failure of Global Lawfare
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There is a pervasive sense of skepticism
regarding international legal institutions.
Despite the rhetoric of European nations or
the "recommendations" of the ICC and IC],
Israeli military actions proceed without the
"cost of punishment." This has led to a
strategic shift among regional actors (Jordan,
Egypt, Iraq) toward "practical integration"
rather than legal reliance. The Palestinian
narrative has arguably won the global "moral
battle," but the physical battle remains
dictated by those outside the '"circle of
accountability."

Societal Fracture and the "Pressure
Cooker" Effect

The combination of total economic standstill,
lack of basic healthcare, and systemic
violence is creating a "pressure cooker" effect
on Palestinian society. The rise in domestic
violence and the inability of youth to afford
marriage social rituals are signs of a
fracturing social fabric. When citizens can no
longer rely on the state for protection, health,
or even a dignified burial, as seen in Jenin, the
risk of uncoordinated, desperate social unrest
or mass migration increases significantly.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect

heightened tensions in Jerusalem
surrounding "Jerusalem Day" settler

marches, which could trigger a multi-front
escalation. In the Strait of Hormuz, the
failure of the US-led UNSC resolution will
likely lead to increased unilateral naval
escorts and a high probability of further
kinetic skirmishes between US and Iranian
vessels.

* Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Israeli
government will likely push for "Phase 2" of
the Gaza strategy, which may involve a
permanent military administration in
specific zones before the upcoming Israeli
elections. Economic integration talks
between Jordan and Iraq will accelerate as
Hormuz risks force Iraq to finalize land-
based oil export routes via Agaba.

*Long Term (1-5 Years): Structural
changes to the regional architecture are
probable. If the "New Sham" project
succeeds, Jordan and Egypt will become
the primary economic stabilizers for a
fragmented Palestine, potentially replacing
traditional donor reliance. Conversely, if
settler road networks and "Yellow Line"
zones in Gaza are completed, the two-state
solution will be physically impossible,
leading to a permanent state of low-
intensity regional warfare.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Prioritize the establishment of a "medical
corridor" for Thalassemia and dialysis
patients in Gaza, as the current mortality
rate is scaling toward a humanitarian
catastrophe.

* Exercise caution regarding the UNSC
resolution on Hormuz; without Russian/
Chinese buy-in, the resolution may increase
regional friction rather than secure trade.

Address the "exhumation incident" and
cemetery sanctity through diplomatic
channels to prevent a total collapse of
social order in the northern West Bank.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Diversify away from
maritime routes through Hormuz;
engagement in the Jordanian/Iraqi railway
and land-link projects offers a hedge
against prolonged naval conflict.

* Agricultural Disruption: Expect
continued volatility in Palestinian
agricultural exports (e.g., from Deir Ballut)
as settler interference prevents harvesting,
impacting regional food supplies.

* Investment Opportunity: The Jordanian
"New Sham" initiative presents
opportunities in energy infrastructure and
cross-border logistics as Jordan seeks to
stabilize its neighbors through integrated
grids.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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