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THE RAMADAN WAR ENTERS DAY 70

AS IRANIAN STRATEGIC CONTROL

OF THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ

TRIGGERS A GLOBAL ENERGY AND

FOOD SECURITY CRISIS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 9,  2026,  marks  the 70th day since the

commencement  of  the  "Ramadan  War,"  a

conflict  that  has  fundamentally  shifted  the

geopolitical architecture of West Asia and the

global economic order. Despite a fragile and

frequently violated ceasefire initiated in mid-

April,  the region remains in a state of  high-

intensity  strategic  deadlock.  Iran  has

leveraged  its  geographic  position  to

effectively  nationalize  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

imposing  selective  transit  fees  in  non-dollar

currencies and blockading vessels associated

with  the  "Epstein  Coalition"  (the  US  and

Israel).  This  move  has  precipitated  a

catastrophic  drawdown  of  global  oil

inventories  at  the  fastest  pace  in  recorded

history,  with  energy  costs  soaring  and  a

critical  nitrogen  fertilizer  shortage

threatening  to  destabilize  food  supplies  for

nearly half the global population.

The  military  dimensions  of  the  conflict

suggest a spectacular failure of conventional

Western  deterrence.  While  US  intelligence

estimates suggested significant degradation of

Iranian assets, Tehran now claims its missile

inventory  and  launcher  capacity have

rebounded  to  120%  of  pre-war  levels.

Simultaneously,  the  US  military  industrial

complex  is  facing  a  crisis  of  sustainability,

having  expended  nearly  half  of  its  Patriot

PAC-3  interceptor  stocks  and  over  1,000

Tomahawk  missiles  for  an  inconclusive

military  outcome.  In  southern  Lebanon,  the

Israeli ground invasion has transitioned into a

sustained ambush, with IDF forces unable to

hold  territory  against  Hezbollah’s

decentralized  drone  and  guerrilla  tactics,

leading to rising domestic frustration in both

Tel Aviv and Washington.

Domestic  stability  in  the  United  States  is

deteriorating as the economic cost of the war

becomes personal for voters. With gas prices

surpassing  $4.10  per  gallon  and  a  reuters/

ipsos poll putting President Trump’s approval

at 36%, the administration is struggling with

internal  fractures.  A  group  of  30  House

Democrats has broken decades of precedent

by demanding an official acknowledgement of

Israel’s nuclear arsenal, signaling the collapse

of  the  bipartisan  consensus  on  West  Asia

policy.  As  the  unipolar  moment  appears  to

end, a multipolar reality—defined by the rise

of  the  "Petro-Yuan"  and  the  strategic

alignment of Iran, Russia, and China—is being

formalized  on  the  battlefield  and  in  the

markets.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Strategic  Missile  Recovery  and

Deterrence Parity 

Iran  officially  reports  that  its  strategic

missile  reserves  have  not  only  recovered

but  exceeded  pre-war  levels,  reaching

120%  capacity,  contradicting  CIA

assessments of 75%.

The IRGC warns that any further strikes on

Iranian  tankers  or  coastal  infrastructure

will  be  met  with  immediate  "powerful

strikes"  on  US  bases  and  vessels in  the

region.

The  US  has  reportedly  shot  away  a

significant  portion  of  its  advanced  air

defense hardware, including 53% to 80% of

specific  interceptor  stocks,  raising  doubts

about  its  ability  to  sustain  a  large-scale

follow-up conflict.

The  "Nationalization"  of  the  Strait  of

Hormuz 

Tehran  is  moving  to  formalize  its  control

over  the  waterway  via  a  Hormuz

Management  Law,  which  would  treat  the

international shipping lane as a sovereign

gateway where "hostile states" are denied

passage  or  forced  to  pay  compensatory

fees.

Transit tolls are being collected in Chinese

Yuan,  Russian  Rubles,  and

cryptocurrencies,  systematically  erasing

the  US  dollar  from  regional  trade

equations.

The  UAE  has  exited  OPEC,  signaling  a

rejection of collective restraint in favor of

bilateral  pricing  strategies,  further

undermining the Petro-dollar system.

Humanitarian  Crisis  and  War  Crime

Allegations 

A  massacre  at  a  school  in  Minab,  Iran,

which killed 168 children and teachers on

the first day of the war, has become a focal

point for international calls for war crimes

investigations  by  European  Parliament

members.

In  Gaza,  the  retrieval  of  bodies  remains

impossible  as  Israel  reportedly  blocks

heavy  machinery needed  to  clear  debris,

with an estimated 8,000 bodies still under

the rubble.

Health officials in Gaza report that 50% of

thalassemia  patients have  died  due  to

shortages  of  medicine  and  blood  supplies

since the start of the conflict.

Israeli Strategic Deadlock in Lebanon 

Israeli  occupation forces are described as

being  caught  in  a  "strategic  trap" in

southern  Lebanon,  unable  to  advance

against  Hezbollah's  anti-tank  and  drone

ambushes and unable to withdraw without

admitting defeat.

Hezbollah executed 26 military operations

in  a  single  day,  targeting  Merkava  tanks

and  troop  gatherings  near  Haifa  in

retaliation for the continued bombardment

of Beirut's southern suburbs.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Global Supply Chain

Vulnerability The  conflict  has  exposed  the

fragility  of  global  "just-in-time"  nitrogen

supply  chains.  With  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

partially blocked, 30% of ammonia and nearly

half of global urea trade has been disrupted.

Unlike oil, these commodities have no pipeline

bypasses.  The  FAO  has  warned  that  the
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current  fertilizer  scarcity  will  lead  to  lower

crop  yields and  a  widespread  food  security

crisis  by  late  2026,  disproportionately

affecting India, Brazil, and African nations.

Security Architecture and Regional Power

Shifts The war has prompted a realignment

of  regional  security  frameworks.  Iran  is

calling for an indigenous security framework

free  from  Western  intervention.  Meanwhile,

the  US  is  attempting  to  pivot  to  a  "proxy

shield"  strategy,  reinforcing  regional  allies

with missile defense systems to contain Iran

while reducing direct American exposure to a

war of attrition.

Legal  Warfare  (Lawfare)  and  Diplomatic

Maneuvering The  US  and  Bahrain  have

proposed  a  joint  UN  draft  resolution

regarding  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  which  Iran

and  Russia  have  denounced  as  "politically

motivated."  Russia  has  vowed  to  veto  the

resolution,  arguing  that  true  maritime

security  cannot  be  achieved  through  one-

sided  condemnations.  Simultaneously,  Iran

has submitted a 10-point proposal for ending

the war, insisting on the lifting of all blockade

measures as  a  precondition  for  normal

navigation.

Elite  Politics  and  Leadership  Dynamics

The martyrdom of Ali  Larijani,  Iran’s former

security  chief,  has  served  as  a  catalyst  for

national  cohesion rather  than  the  intended

collapse  of  the  Iranian  state.  Conversely,  in

the  US,  the  leadership  is  described  as

"fractured,"  with  Trump's  performative

rhetoric—such  as  an  AI-generated  post

likening  himself  to  Jesus—causing  backlash

even among his allies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governments are responding to the wartime

economic crisis  through emergency financial

measures and new regulatory frameworks for

maritime control. The focus has shifted from

military  mobilization  to  managing  the

consequences  of  a  protracted  economic  and

energy siege.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Hormuz Management Law (Proposed):

A draft  Iranian  law that  would  grant  the

armed  forces  the  right  to  collect  transit

fees  from  commercial  vessels and  block

"hostile" navy ships from the Strait.

US-Bahrain  UN  Draft  Resolution: A

proposed  UN  Security  Council  resolution

seeking  to  authorize  force  or  sanctions

against  Iran for  threatening  freedom  of

navigation.

Indian  Emergency  Credit  Guarantee

Scheme: A $1.9 billion initiative to support

small businesses (MSMEs) struggling with

rising raw material and fuel costs linked to

the West Asia crisis.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

US  House  Democrats  Letter: 30

members of Congress sent a formal letter

to  the  Secretary  of  State  demanding

answers  regarding  Israel's  undeclared

nuclear  weapons and  their  threshold  for

use.

Araghchi’s Diplomatic Tour: The Iranian

Foreign  Minister  visited  Pakistan,  Oman,

and  Russia  to  coordinate  a  multipolar

response to  Western  pressure,  receiving

unprecedented  high-level  receptions  in

each capital.

Victory Day Speech (Moscow): President

Putin  used  the  May  9th  parade  to  assert

that  the  Russian  army  is  fighting  a  "just

cause" against the entire NATO bloc.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Information War: Memes as Weapon

Systems A significant trend is the emergence

of "digital asymmetric warfare." Iran’s media

ecosystem  has  moved  beyond  traditional

propaganda, utilizing Gen Z satirists and AI-

generated  content  to  monopolize  the  global

narrative. By casting Western escalation as a

"spectacle"  and  using  humor  to  undercut

Western  political  figures,  Tehran  is  winning

the  communication  war  in  the  "rapid,

borderless  arena"  of  social  media,  where

circulation matters more than authority.

The  End  of  the  Petro-Dollar  Hegemony

The  systematic  transition  of  oil  trade  into

Yuan  and  Rubles  is  no  longer  a  theoretical

threat but a material reality. The UAE’s exit

from OPEC and its willingness to settle trade

in  the  RNB,  combined  with  India  paying

Iranian  transit  fees  in  Yuan,  indicates  the

world  has  already  changed.  The  US

Treasury’s rollout of permanent "dollar swap

lines" to Gulf allies is analyzed as a desperate

attempt to keep oil and gas anchored to the

dollar  before  the  Petro-Yuan  gains  terminal

traction.

The  Theology  of  Resistance Western

intelligence  services  reportedly  failed  to

account  for  the  "population  factor"  and  the

theological  worldview of  the  Axis  of

Resistance. Analysts suggest that the belief in

martyrdom  as  "eternal  salvation"  creates  a

level  of  resilience  and  pride that  economic

sanctions  cannot  break.  This  cultural/

ideological  barrier is  identified as a primary

reason for the failure of the "regime change"

objectives initially set by the US and Israel.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a potential

resumption  of  hostilities  as  the  "narrowing

window"  for  a  US  strike  closes.  US  naval

assets  may  attempt  a  high-impact  "reset

strike" to restore deterrence, but the risk of

losing  more  premium  hardware  like  the

MQ-4C Triton drone remains high. In the US,

gas prices may trigger localized civil unrest as

the summer driving season approaches.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  global

fertilizer shortage will peak as the application

window  for  the  Northern  Hemisphere  is

missed,  leading  to  a  food  security  crisis by

September.  The  US  midterm  elections  in

November will be dominated by the "Iran War

fallout," likely resulting in a significant loss of

Republican power in Congress if the economic

agony continues.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  permanent

"geometry  shift"  in  the  Persian  Gulf  is

underway.  The  unipolar  moment  is  officially

over, and Iran will likely emerge as the fourth

pillar of global power alongside China, Russia,

and the US. The Strait of Hormuz will remain

a sovereign gateway, and the US dollar’s role

as  the  sole  global  reserve  currency  will  be

permanently diminished, replaced by a multi-

currency basket.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Maritime  Security: Diplomatic  channels

must  move  beyond  "operation  freedom"

narratives  and  negotiate  a  joint

management framework for the Strait that

recognizes regional sovereignty to avoid a

permanent global energy blockade.
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Nuclear Non-Proliferation: The demand

for transparency regarding Israel's nuclear

arsenal by  US  lawmakers  represents  a

tectonic  shift;  international  bodies  should

leverage this to push for a WMD-free zone

in West Asia to prevent a nuclear "glow."

Food Security: Global food programs must

immediately  subsidize  non-urea  fertilizer

production to  mitigate  the  impact  of  the

Nitrogen  supply  chain  collapse  on

developing nations.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Currency  Risk: Investors  should

accelerate diversification out of US dollar-

denominated  assets,  as  the  rise  of  the

Petro-Yuan and the potential  for  US asset

freezes create significant liquidity risks.

Supply  Chain  Resilience: Firms  in  the

chemical,  rubber,  and  plastics  industries

must find alternative raw material sources

outside  the  Persian  Gulf,  as  over  90% of

German firms in these sectors now report

extreme future uncertainty.

Insurance  and  Logistics: Shipping

companies  must  prepare  for  a  permanent

absence of  "war  risk  coverage"  in  the

Persian Gulf, necessitating the development

of  land-based  transit  corridors  through

Pakistan and Central Asia.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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