
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
RT

M A Y  9 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

RT

M A Y  9 ,  2 0 2 6

RUSSIA PROJECTS STRATEGIC

RESILIENCE AND BLOC

CONSOLIDATION ON VICTORY DAY

2026 AMIDST A FRAGILE TRUMP-

MEDIATED CEASEFIRE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 9, 2026, marked the 81st anniversary of

the  Soviet  victory  over  Nazi  Germany,  an

event  the  Kremlin  leveraged  to  synchronize

historical  memory with the ongoing "Special

Military  Operation"  (SMO).  The  hallmark  of

the day was a massive military parade on Red

Square,  where  President  Vladimir  Putin

framed the  current  conflict  in  Ukraine  as  a

direct  continuation  of  the  struggle  against

fascism,  explicitly  naming  the  "entire  NATO

block"  as  the  primary  aggressor  supporting

neo-Nazi forces. This narrative was reinforced

by the  high-profile  presence of  international

guests from the Global  South and the "near

abroad," most notably Slovak Prime Minister

Robert Fico, the sole EU leader in attendance,

who signaled a breach in European consensus

by prioritizing dialogue over confrontation.

The day  was  characterized  by  a  high-stakes

diplomatic  and  military  paradox:  the  formal

commencement  of  a  three-day  ceasefire

proposed  by  US  President  Donald  Trump,

contrasted sharply with reports of Ukrainian

"terrorist"  provocations.  Moscow  reported

that  Ukrainian  forces  struck  the  Rostov

Regional air traffic control center just as the

truce  began,  narrowly  avoiding  a  civilian

aviation  disaster.  Despite  this,  Russian

leadership maintained a stance of "restrained"

military  superiority,  with  Putin  claiming  the

conflict  is  nearing  its  end due  to  the

exhaustion of Western resources and internal

political rot within the European Union.

Strategically, Russia demonstrated the failure

of Western isolation by showcasing deepening

ties  with  non-aligned  powers.  High-level

bilateral meetings were held with the Sultan

of  Malaysia,  the  President  of  Laos,  and

leaders from the EAEU, while military displays

highlighted  the  active  participation  of  the

Korean People’s  Army in  the  defense  of  the

Kursk region. Domestically, the state narrative

emphasized  economic  resilience,  claiming

Russia has secured the position of the world's

fourth-largest economy in terms of Purchasing

Power  Parity  (PPP)  despite  unprecedented

sanctions, suggesting that "fortress Russia" is

successfully transitioning to a multipolar lead.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Narrative  Integration:  The  Great

Patriotic War and the SMO 

Putin’s  keynote  speech  drew  explicit

parallels  between  the  1945  victory  and

current  front-line  troops,  stating  that

today’s heroes are moving forward against

an aggressive force armed by NATO.

The Red Square parade featured over 100

veterans  of  the  SMO  alongside  historical

units, emphasizing the unbreakable will of

the Russian people.
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The "Immortal Regiment" marches, though

restricted  in  parts  of  Europe,  were  held

globally  to  honor  the  27  million Soviet

citizens lost in WWII.

The Trump-Mediated Ceasefire and

Humanitarian Truce 

A  72-hour  ceasefire  (May  9-11)  was

implemented  following  a  direct  call

between Putin and Trump, which included

a  large-scale  prisoner  swap  of  100

individuals per side.

Russia  claimed  that  Ukraine  initially

attempted to disrupt the truce with drone

strikes and a missile attack on the Rostov

air traffic center.

Putin criticized the Kiev regime for turning

the  ceasefire  into  political  theater while

thanking  the  US  administration  for  its

mediation efforts.

Expansion  of  the  "Eastern  Pivot"

and Global South Alliances 

President  Putin  conducted  bilateral  talks

with Slovak PM Robert Fico, who described

himself as the "black sheep" of the EU for

seeking pragmatic ties with Moscow.

The Sultan of Malaysia invited Putin for a

state  visit  in  2027 to  mark  60  years  of

diplomatic  ties,  emphasizing  energy  and

trade cooperation.

Documentation  of  the  contribution  of

African  and  Indian  soldiers in  WWII  was

used  to  build  a  shared  anti-colonial

narrative against the West.

Military-Technological  Evolution

and Hybrid Warfare 

Reports indicated that North Korean troops

have been fighting "shoulder to  shoulder"

with  Russian  forces  to  liberate  the  Kursk

region from "neo-Nazi invaders."

Defense  analysts  highlighted  the  radical

shift  in  warfare,  noting  that  AI-enabled

drones are now a permanent fixture on the

battlefield, picking targets autonomously.

Russia  claimed to  have  downed over  200

drones in  a  single  day,  asserting  the

superiority  of  its  point  defenses  and

electronic warfare.

Economic  Security  and  Sanction

Defiance 

State  media  reported  that  Russia’s  GDP

(PPP) has reached $7.53 trillion, making it

the fourth largest economy globally despite

over 20,000 active sanctions.

Commentators argued that sanctions have

cleared the field for Russian manufacturers

to  dominate  the  domestic  market  and

strengthen ties with China and Iran.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics:

Russia  is  aggressively  consolidating  a  non-

Western bloc. The attendance of leaders from

Laos, Malaysia, and the EAEU, combined with

Fico’s visit, suggests a multipolar architecture

is  emerging.  Putin  emphasized  that  Russia

does not "divide victory" into theirs and ours,

but  honors  the  anti-Hitler  coalition while

criticizing  current  Western  leadership  as

"ignorant" of their own national interests.

Security  Architecture: The  Russian

narrative  continues  to  reject  the  post-Cold
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War  security  arrangement.  Putin  and  his

advisors argued that the NATO block requires

Russia  as  a  "bogeyman"  to  justify  massive

military  budgets  and  domestic  control.

Moscow  is  positioning  itself  as  the  sacred

strength  of  unity against  a  "hostile  Europe"

that  is  undergoing  "militarization"  to  keep

failing elites in power.

Energy Security and Economic Resilience:

Strategic energy deals remain the bedrock of

Russian  diplomacy.  The  Sultan  of  Malaysia

signaled  interest  in  securing  Russian  crude

amid  global  crises,  while  Putin  highlighted

that  the  European  Union's  refusal  of  cheap

gas  is  leading  to  deindustrialization in

Germany and France.

Technology  Policy  and  Digital

Sovereignty: Discussion  on  artificial

intelligence in  the  "Deep  State"  segment

reflected  a  skeptical  stance,  viewing it  as  a

potential  "search  engine  on  steroids"  that

could  be  used  for  "AI  slop"  or  corporate

control.  However,  on  the  battlefield,  the

integration  of  electromagnetic  pulse

weaponry and  AI-driven  drones  was

characterized  as  a  "constant  race"  between

offense and defense.

Domestic  Stability  and  Statecraft: The

Russian presidency is portrayed as a bastion

of  logic  and  pragmatism compared  to  a

"circus" of Western diplomacy. Putin’s ability

to "galvanize the people" around his authority

was cited as the key to success, with the state

emphasizing  that  "the  main  thing  is  the

people who shape the destiny of the country."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance on May 9, 2026, was dominated

by executive decrees regarding the ceasefire

and ongoing bilateral trade negotiations with

visiting  dignitaries.  No  domestic  legislative

bills  were  formally  debated,  as  the  focus

remained  on  international  statecraft  and

military coordination.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

The  Victory  Day  Truce  Decree: An

executive  order  by  President  Putin

confirming  the  acceptability  of  the

ceasefire initiative  proposed  by  US

President Trump, including protocols for a

prisoner swap.

Russian-Slovak  Bilateral  Trade

Framework: Discussions  on  the  "gradual

restoration"  of  bilateral  interaction and

economic  cooperation  between  Bratislava

and Moscow.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Putin  Post-Parade  Press  Conference:

The  President  briefed  the  media  on  the

violations of the ceasefire and the state of

negotiations  with  Ukraine,  claiming  that

"crushing defeat of Russia" has failed.

Bilateral  Meeting  with  Sultan  of

Malaysia: Focused on super-boosting trade

and  cooperation  in  international

organizations like ASEAN.

Bilateral  Meeting  with  Laos

Counterpart: Congratulated  President

Sisoulith on his re-election and emphasized

mutual respect and friendship.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Historical

Revisionism: A  core  theme  across  all  RT

segments was the "distortions" of  history by

the West. Moscow posits that Western Europe

and  the  US  are  attempting  to  erase  the

memory of the 27 million Soviet lives lost to

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_173000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_143000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_143000_Going_Underground
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_124500_Lumumbas_Africa
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_220000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_003000_Deep_State
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_003000_Deep_State
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_073000_Deep_State
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_073000_Deep_State
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_080000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_060000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_220000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_150000_News
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RT_20260509_150000_News


WWII to facilitate a modern proxy war. This is

countered  by  Russia’s  inclusion  of  Global

South  narratives,  such  as  the  forgotten

African  heroes,  to  create  a  unified  front

against  what  it  calls  "neo-colonial"  Western

elites.

The  Byzantine  "Symphonia"  and  Moral

Resilience: In  the  "Deep  State"  segment,

theologians and commentators discussed the

synergy  between  church  and  state as  a

superior model for social stability. This "pan-

Orthodoxy" and a return to traditional values

are framed as a response to the "degeneracy"

of the West. This trend suggests a deepening

ideological  entrenchment  within  Russia,

where the state and church are viewed as two

heads of the same body.

Hybrid  Geopolitics  and  the  Trump

Variable: The  transcripts  reveal  a  nuanced

view of the Trump administration. While news

reports highlight his dignified call with Putin,

political  commentators  in  "Going

Underground"  remain  skeptical,  describing

Trump as a "bully" or a "front man" for the

unipolar agenda. The tension between Putin’s

apparent willingness to work with Trump and

the underlying "Deep State" resistance in the

US remains a critical strategic focal point.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): The  ceasefire  is

highly unstable. If the reported violations by

Kiev continue,  Russia  is  likely  to  launch

"retaliatory mass missile strikes" on decision-

making centers in Kiev. A high-profile meeting

between  Putin  and  Xi  Jinping in  Beijing  is

imminent, likely resulting in major energy and

gas  agreements  that  will  further  bypass

Western markets.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Expect  a

deepening  of  military  cooperation  between

Russia and the DPRK, following the successful

blood-forged union in  the Kursk region.  The

US mid-term elections will likely cause a shift

in US aid to Ukraine, which Russia anticipates

will lead to the final collapse of the Zelensky

administration’s military capacity.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Russia is positioning

itself  for  a permanent divorce from Western

Europe,  seeking  to  build  an  alternate

economic and security architecture centered

on  Eurasia  and  the  Global  South.  The

ideological  shift  toward  "symphonia"  and

traditionalism  will  likely  result  in  a  more

monolithic state-social  structure, resistant to

Western "liberal-democratic" influence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  emergence  of  North  Korean  combat

units  in  Russian  territory  signals  a

fundamental  shift  in  the  regional  security

architecture,  necessitating  a  re-evaluation

of East Asian containment strategies.

Western diplomatic isolation of Russia has

reached  a  point  of  diminishing  returns;

Fico’s visit suggests fissures in the EU that

could be exploited by Moscow to secure a

favorable settlement.

Trump’s "person-to-person" diplomacy with

Putin  may  circumvent  traditional  State

Department  channels,  leading  to

unpredictable policy shifts that allies must

prepare for.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply chain resilience must now account

for a "Fortress Russia" that is increasingly

self-sufficient and  integrated  with  the

Chinese and Iranian markets.
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The  deindustrialization  of  Europe,  driven

by high energy prices, offers a competitive

advantage  to  firms  operating  within  the

Russian  or  ASEAN spheres  where  energy

security is being prioritized.

Regulatory  risks  in  the  EU  and  US

regarding  "secondary  sanctions"  will

increase  as  Russia  expands  trade with

major economies like India and Malaysia.
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kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://
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