TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

CANALALGERIE

MAY 10, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

ALGERIA'S REGIONAL ASCENT: INFRASTRUCTURE,
ENERGY DIPLOMACY, & SECURITY CHALLENGES (MAY 2026)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: Assertive Projection & Complex Dynamics

Algeria projects regional leadership through Trans-Saharan infrastructure
and energy exports, while managing a massive narcotics crackdown and
navigating a delicate diplomatic thaw with France.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS:
Milestones & Operations

» Trans-Saharan Road: 90% of In
Salah-El Menia section complete
(Key lever for disenclavement).

AFIC Forum: 52 agreements
signed, targeting Mauritania &
West Africa.

+ Security Bust: Over 1 million
Pregabalin capsules seized in
Tamanrasset.

France Relations: Shift to
‘equality' rhetoric, criticizing old
power balance.

* Regional Rivalry: Focus on Rif
sovereignty and Moroccan
instability.

¢ * Scientific Capacity: CRAAG
coordinates rare stellar
occultation observation.

« Tax penalty abandonment
for 2012-2025 debts.

+ Mandatory e-payment for
Naftal supplies.

“MEMORY" NARRATIVE AS
GEOPOLITICAL TOOL
« Leveraging history to bind

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS:
Sectors in Action

ENERGY & INFRASTRUCTURE
AS POWER PROJECTION

ENERGY SECURITY
& EXPORT

0.

+ Sonelgaz technical teams
in Chad for power projects.

« Ivory Coast delegation
studies Sonelgaz structure.

« Sonatrach trains Nigerien
experts in data & digital.

NATIONAL SECURITY
& RULE OF LAW

» Judiciary prosecutes 13 for
4 million psychotropic pills.

« Investigations into alleged
drug tunnels from Morocco.

DOMESTIC STABILITY
& WATER

- 0
« Increased water quotas
from Koudiat Acerdoune.

« Boukous dam priority for
33 border localities.

ECONOMIC SECURITY
& DIGITALIZATION

« Naftal launches digital tire
ordering with mandatory
e-payment.

» 2026 Finance Act cancels
tax penalties (2012-2025).

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

« Over 9,000 certificates
of origin issued for
African trade.

« AFIC: Digital transformation.

+ Batimatec: 900 exhibitors.

+ Madrid Congress: Rif
sovereignty.

THE PSYCHOTROPIC CRISIS
& BORDER SECURITY

« Shifting from commodity exporter

diaspora (‘Memory Caravan').
A\ - Pressuring France on colonial
\_ grievances for ‘equality’.

to technical guardian of the Sahel.

« Counter-balancing
non-African influences.

« Massive drug seizures indicate
national security priority.
+ Linking narcotics to regional
instability/hybrid warfare.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):

« Increased border operations near
Tamanrasset.

+ Potential bilateral friction with
France.

&

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):

+ Completion of Trans-Saharan road
section.

« High-profile Startup Conference.
« Rising trade with Mauritania.

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):

+ Focus on Agenda Africa 2063.

« Potential shift in regional trade
gravity to Algiers.

+ Contingent on managing
Moroccan instability.

— -

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR INTERNATIONAL POLICY
« Prioritize ‘equality’ framework with France.

« Engage Algeria on Sahelian energy technical training.

« Monitor Rif sovereignty narrative.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PRIVATE SECTOR

- Opportunities in construction/smart cities (Batimatec).
« Utilize tax penalty amnesty window.

« Invest in Mauritanian-Algerian trade corridor.
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ALGERIA PROJECTS REGIONAL
LEADERSHIP THROUGH TRANS-
SAHARAN INFRASTRUCTURE AND
ENERGY DIPLOMACY WHILE
MANAGING A SEVERE NARCOTICS
CRISIS AND DIPLOMATIC
REBALANCING WITH FRANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 10, 2026, Algerian state media
projected a narrative of a nation in the midst
of an assertive regional ascent, defined by
major infrastructure milestones and "win-win"
economic partnerships across the African
continent. The primary strategic focus
centered on the Trans-Saharan road project,
specifically the 4th section linking In Salah
and El Menia, which is positioned as a
linchpin for continental integration.
Simultaneously, Algiers hosted the 12th
African Investment and Trade Forum (AFIC),
aiming to catalyze intra-African commerce
and leverage the African Continental Free
Trade Area (AfCFTA). This economic
expansion is mirrored in the energy sector,
where state entities Sonelgaz and Sonatrach

are exporting technical expertise to Chad,

Ivory Coast, and Niger, effectively using

energy infrastructure as a tool of regional
power projection.

Domestic security and regional stability
narratives were dominated by a massive
crackdown on narcotics, with the seizure of 4
million psychotropic pills and a 20-person
network bust. This law enforcement success is
juxtaposed with intense, critical coverage of
Moroccan social instability, house demolitions,
and alleged drug trafficking tunnels in Ceuta.
Diplomatically, the state is navigating a
delicate "degel" (thaw) with France, using the
80th anniversary of the May 8, 1945
massacres and a high-profile visit by French
political figure Ségolene Royal to demand a
relationship based on "equality" and the
resolution of lingering colonial-era grievances,
including nuclear testing legacies and the
detention of Algerian agents.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Continental Integration and
Infrastructure Milestones: The Algerian
government reported significant progress
on the Trans-Saharan road, with 90%
completion of key technical phases on the
In Salah-El Menia axis. This is framed as a
vital lever for regional "disenclavement."

* Expansion of the African Investment
Footprint: The 12th AFIC in Algiers
concluded with the signing of 52
agreements across industry, health, and
startups, specifically targeting the
Mauritanian and West African markets.

Massive Internal Security Operation:
Security forces executed a "qualitative
operation" in Tamanrasset and across the
country, seizing over 1 million Pregabalin
capsules in a single bust, highlighting the
severity of the psychotropic drug epidemic.
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* Diplomatic Rebalancing with France:
Former French minister Ségolene Royal,
visiting Algiers, called for equal economic
partnerships and criticized the "power
balance" approach previously taken by
Paris, signaling a shift in bilateral rhetoric.

Regional Rivalry Narratives: State media
devoted extensive coverage to a conference
in Madrid supporting Rif self- rmin

and reported heavily on "forced evictions"
and "social hardship" within Morocco.

Scientific State Capacity: The Center for
Research in Astronomy, Astrophysics and

Geophysics (CRAAG) successfully
coordinated six telescopes to observe a

rare stellar occultation by the dwarf planet
Haumea, showcasing Algerian scientific
integration with international networks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Regional Export

* Sonelgaz technical teams were deployed to
Chad to assess infrastructure for a new
power plant project intended to alleviate
regional electricity shortages.

* A high-level delegation from Ivory Coast

visited Algiers to study Sonelgaz's
organizational structure and network

management, aiming for a South-South
cooperation model.

* Sonatrach hosted Nigerien experts for
training in

and digital infrastructure, cementing
Algeria's role as a mentor to Sahelian
energy sectors.

Domestic Stability & Water Security

e Minister of Water Resources Lounes
Bouzegza announced the increase of water
quotas from the Koudiat Acerdoune dam to
200,000 cubic meters to stabilize supply in
Medea.

* Construction of the Boukous dam in El Tarf
is prioritized to supply 33 border localities
by summer 2026, aiming to reduce rural
migration and ensure border stability.

National Security & Rule of Law

* The judiciary at Sidi M'Hamed prosecuted
13 individuals caught in flagrante delicto
with 4 million psychotropic pills, charging
them with international organized crime
and threats to public health.

* Spanish police investigations into secret
drug tunnels between Morocco and Ceuta
were used as evidence of regional
instability originating from the "Makhzen."

Economic Security & Digitalization

» State-owned Naftal launched a digital
platform for ordering Continental-brand
tires, mandating payment via "CIPA" or
"Dahabier" cards to increase transparency
and formalize the trade.

e The 2026 Finance Act (Article 122/129) was
highlighted for its cancellation of tax
penalties for the period 2012-2025, a move
to stimulate the private sector and
formalize tax debts.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy discussions focused on
stimulating investment through tax relief and
enhancing public transparency
through digital mandates. A significant
portion of the day's policy reporting centered

service
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on the implementation of the 2026 Finance
Act and new trade regulations within the
AfCFTA framework.

* Tax Penalty Amnesty: Discussions on
Articles 122 and 129 of the current fiscal
regulations, which allow for the total
abandonment of tax penalties and interest
for debts incurred between 2012 and 2025,
provided certain payment conditions are
met.

* Digital Payment Mandate:
Implementation of mandatory electronic
payment for state-distributed automotive
supplies through Naftal's new Mahatta
platform, part of a broader push for a
cashless economy.

* AfCFTA Compliance: Algerian officials

noted the issuance of over 9,000
certificates of origin as part of the
operationalization of the African

Continental Free Trade Area.
HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS

* African Investment and Trade Forum
(AFIC): Closing sessions focused on digital
transformation and cross-border risk
management in African investments.

« 28th Batimatec Salon: A
construction trade fair featuring 900
exhibitors from 15 countries, emphasizing
local manufacturing of building materials.

major

* Madrid Congress on Rif Sovereignty: A
high-level international meeting demanding
self-determination for the Rif, heavily
publicized by Algerian state media.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Memory" Narrative as Geopolitical
Tool

The Algerian state is aggressively utilizing
historical memory to bind its diaspora and
pressure international partners. The "Memory
and History" caravan, involving 1,500
diaspora youth, is not merely a cultural tour;
it is a state-sponsored effort to create a
"patriotic bridge" that ensures the next
generation of Algerian-Europeans remains
aligned with Algiers' national narrative. This
domestic effort complements the diplomatic
pressure on France. By focusing on the May 8,
1945 massacres and nuclear testing in the
Sahara, Algeria is forcing France into a
position of perpetual moral debt, demanding
"equality" as a prerequisite for the "Paris-
Algiers axis."

Energy and Infrastructure as Power
Projection

Algeria is pivoting from a passive commodity
exporter to an active regional infrastructure
provider. The Sonelgaz intervention in Chad
and the Sonatrach training programs for
Nigerien oil officials suggest Algiers is
positioning itself as the "technical guardian"
of the Sahel. This "South-South" cooperation
is designed to counter-balance non-African
influences in the region while securing future
markets for Algerian industrial products, such
as those featured in the Mauritania Expo.

The Psychotropic Crisis and Border
Security

The staggering volume of drug seizures—
specifically Pregabalin (Lyrica)—indicates a
public health crisis that has become a national
security priority. State media's repeated
attempts to link this trade to Moroccan
instability and the discovery of "drug tunnels"
in Ceuta suggests that Algiers views the
narcotics trade as a form of hybrid warfare.
The shift in focus toward "barons of
contraband" reflects a hardening of the
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security architecture in the 6th Military
Region (Tamanrasset).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
continued increase in cross-border security
operations near Tamanrasset as the army
targets the remnants of the 20-person
narcotics network. Bilateral friction with
France may persist over the "counselor agent"
case mentioned by Royal, potentially slowing
the reported "degel" until a trial or release
occurs.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Completion of
the 4th section of the Trans-Saharan road by
the second quarter of 2026 will likely be
followed by a high-profile summit to promote
the "African Startup Conference" in
December. Trade volume with Mauritania is
expected to rise as the 52 signed agreements
transition into the supply chain phase.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Algeria’s focus on
the Agenda Africa 2063 goals and the
completion of the Trans-Saharan -corridor
could shift the center of gravity for North-
West African trade toward Algiers. However,
regional stability remains contingent on
managing the socio-economic spillover from
Morocco, which Algerian media characterizes
as a ticking time bomb of "social hardship"
and "forced evictions."

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

» The reported dégel (thaw) between Paris

and Algiers is fragile; diplomats should
prioritize the "equality" framework in

economic talks to avoid triggering
historical sensitivities.

* Algeria's growing role in Sahelian energy
training makes it a critical partner for
regional stability; engagement should focus
on the technical and digital sovereignty of
these energy networks.

* The intense focus on Rif sovereignty

suggests Algeria may escalate its support
for Moroccan separatist movements if
bilateral tensions rise.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Substantial opportunities exist in the
Algerian construction sector, particularly
for firms specializing in "smart city"
technologies and sustainable building
materials as highlighted at Batimatec.

* The tax penalty amnesty offers a strategic

window for international firms to settle
outstanding liabilities and regularize their
fiscal status under favorable terms.

* Investment in the Mauritanian-Algerian

trade corridor is increasingly viable,
provided logistics and AfCFTA compliance
are central to the business model.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
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scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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