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TAIWAN NAVIGATES STRATEGIC

ARMS DELAYS AND ENERGY

TRANSITION CRISIS AMID RISING

DOMESTIC SCANDALS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 10, 2026, was defined by a convergence

of  geopolitical  anxiety  and  domestic

governance failures in Taiwan. Externally, the

administration  faces  a  deepening  rift

regarding  U.S.  arms  deliveries,  with  a  780

billion TWD special budget passed but critical

weapon  systems  significantly  delayed.  This

occurs  as  regional  allies,  specifically  the

Philippines,  are  proposed  as  improbable

energy  partners  to  solve  Taiwan's  looming

power deficit—a plan met with skepticism due

to technical and economic "line loss" realities.

The  contrast  between  high-expenditure

"checkbook  diplomacy"  in  Eswatini  and  the

failure to secure military hardware or provide

adequate nurse-to-patient ratios has created a

volatile narrative of fiscal mismanagement.

Domestically,  the social  fabric is  strained by

high-profile  criminal  cases  involving  the

families of powerful brokers, including the son

of the National  Police Agency Chief  and the

son  of  a  prominent  temple  chairman.  These

incidents, ranging from vigilantism to violent

assault,  highlight  persistent  concerns

regarding the rule of law and police integrity.

Simultaneously,  the  rapid  integration  of  AI

into  the  service  industry  and  entertainment

sector  is  beginning  to  displace  traditional

labor,  signaling  a  transition  toward  a

"frictionless" but impersonal economy that is

already meeting cultural and legal resistance.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S.  Arms  Sales  and  Geopolitical

Realignment 

Taiwan’s legislature passed a 780 billion

TWD military  procurement  bill,  yet  the

U.S.  has  signaled  delays  in  delivering

equipment, citing the need to replenish

domestic stockpiles and prioritize other

conflicts.

Political  analysts  suggest  the  U.S.  is

leveraging  Taiwanese  defense  spending

to secure trade concessions from China,

including  Boeing  and  soybean  orders,

raising fears of "concessional statecraft"

by the Trump administration.

Russia’s  Victory  Day  parade  saw  a

record-low turnout of heavy equipment,

with  Putin  signaling  an  interest  in

ending  the  Ukraine  conflict  through

third-party mediation.
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Energy  Security  and  Infrastructure

Projects 

The  Ministry  of  Economic  Affairs  is

exploring importing electricity from the

Philippines via a 300km undersea cable,

despite  warnings  that  transmission

losses and costs could exceed domestic

production by fourfold.

Taipower  is  under  fire  for  spending

960,000 TWD on a new digital logo font

while accumulating hundreds of billions

in losses and failing to stabilize the grid.

Nuclear  maintenance  on  Unit  3  of  the

Maanshan plant  is  projected to  last  41

days,  forcing  a  reliance  on  wind  and

thermal  power during a  period of  high

demand.

Social  Instability  and  High-Profile

Scandals 

The son of National Police Agency Chief

Zhang Rong-xing is accused of vigilante

violence,  allegedly  using  hot  soup  to

scald a burglar in a hotpot restaurant.

A  former  legislator  was  attacked  by  a

mob,  with  the  son  of  the  Beigang

Chaotian Temple chairman subsequently

arrested for his involvement.

Incidents of random violence and mental

health crises were reported in Miaoli and

Taipei,  involving  knife-wielding

individuals threatening  bystanders  and

security personnel.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security  &  Transition The

government’s  "Net  Zero  2050"  goal  faces  a

reality check as thermal power still accounts

for 98% of generation during peak intervals.

Geothermal  energy  is  being  promoted  but

faces regulatory bottlenecks that delay plant

construction by several years. The proposal to

import  solar  power  from  the  Philippines  is

criticized  as  "water  from  afar  that  cannot

quench immediate thirst," especially given the

33% projected line loss.

Diplomatic  Engagement  &  "Checkbook

Diplomacy" Significant  investments  in

Eswatini (25 billion TWD for industrial parks

and  strategic  oil  reserves)  and  high-tech

cooperation  with  Paraguay  (AI  and  cloud

computing)  are  being  scrutinized.  Critics

argue  that  these  investments  in  diplomatic

allies come  at  the  expense  of  domestic

military pay raises and healthcare funding.

AI  &  Technology  Policy AI  is  rapidly

disrupting  the  labor  market.  In  the

entertainment sector, AI-generated movies are

displacing  actors  and  directors,  leading  to

unemployment  at  major  studios  like

Hengdian. In retail, AI self-checkout systems

in  Taichung  restaurants  are  eliminating

service roles, though customers complain of a

lack of "human touch" and inflexible pricing.

Rule of Law & Corruption Police integrity is

under scrutiny following a case where officers

released a drug suspect because they lacked

the proper urine test reports. This, combined

with the arrest of the Beigang chairman's son,

suggests a challenging period for maintaining

public trust in the justice system.

National Security The U.S. continues to use

military  pressure  on  Iran,  with  strikes  on

Iranian tankers in the Strait of Hormuz. These

global tensions are depleting U.S. long-range

missile  stocks,  which  directly  impacts  the

availability  of  weapons  for  Taiwan,  forcing

Taipei to reconsider its security architecture.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  balancing

defense  expenditures  with  social  welfare
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demands,  though  significant  delays  in  the

implementation  of  healthcare  reforms  have

sparked professional backlash.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

780 Billion TWD Military Procurement

Special  Regulation: Passed  to  facilitate

advanced  weapon  purchases,  though

currently stalled by U.S. delivery timelines.

Nurse-to-Patient  Ratio  Law: Passed  to

mandate  safer  staffing  levels,  but

implementation  has  been  delayed  by  two

years, leading nursing groups to accuse the

government of "abandoning" its promises.

Interstate Power Connection Feasibility

Study: An  administrative  proposal  to

evaluate  electricity  imports from  the

Philippines.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

National  Police  Agency  Statement:

Chief Zhang Rong-xing issued a statement

denying he would shield his son from legal

consequences  following  the  hotpot

restaurant assault incident.

Legislative Foreign Affairs Committee:

Lawmakers  questioned  the  "C17  aircraft"

movements and the timing of the Trump-Xi

summit regarding  its  impact  on  Taiwan's

sovereignty.

Health  Ministry  Presser: Officials

defended the delay in nurse-to-patient ratio

enforcement,  citing  current  manpower

shortages as  a  barrier  to  immediate

implementation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Cost of Diplomatic Survival Taiwan is

increasingly  forced  to  pay  a  "sovereignty

premium." Whether it  is  the 25 billion TWD

industrial  park  in  Eswatini  or  the

unprecedented arms budget, the financial cost

of maintaining international standing is rising

while  the  tangible  security  benefits  (actual

weapon  deliveries)  are  stagnating.  This

creates  a  domestic  "fairness  gap"  that

opposition parties are beginning to exploit.

AI Displacement and Cultural Resistance

The move toward AI in Taiwan’s service sector

is  not  just  an  economic  shift  but  a  cultural

one.  The  Taichung  buffet’s  AI  checkout

removes  the  "sister"  or  "aunty"  social

interaction traditional  to  Taiwanese  dining.

Furthermore, the unauthorized AI recreation

of celebrities like Chen Zhe-yuan indicates a

looming battle over digital likeness rights and

intellectual property.

Energy Desperation The proposal to import

power from the Philippines highlights a level

of  energy  desperation.  Moving  from

geothermal  pilot  programs to  massive

undersea  cables  suggests  the  government

realizes  that  domestic  green  energy  targets

(20% by  2026)  are  unlikely  to  be  met.  The

reliance  on  "high-risk,  high-loss"

infrastructure projects indicates a shift  from

strategic  autonomy  toward  regional

interdependence.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

labor unrest from the nursing sector following

the  delayed  implementation  of  hospital

staffing laws. Public pressure on the National

Police  Agency  will  intensify  as  the

investigation into Chief Zhang’s son proceeds,

potentially  leading  to  calls  for  leadership

changes to restore public trust.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  energy

debate will pivot toward the 2027 deadline for
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the Philippines power agreement. If domestic

geothermal  and  wind  projects  fail  to  reach

scale  during  the  Maanshan  Unit  3

maintenance window, local industry may face

"soft" power rationing or significant rate hikes

to offset Taipower losses.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Taiwan may face a

"security  vacuum" if  U.S.  arms deliveries  do

not  accelerate  by  2028.  This  could  force  a

pivot  toward  unconventional  defense

partnerships or  a  greater  reliance  on

indigenous  AI-driven  defense  systems.  The

structural  shift  toward  an  AI-integrated

economy will  likely  lead  to  permanent

changes  in  the  labor  market,  requiring

significant vocational retraining programs.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Monitor  the  US-China  trade  negotiations

(Boeing/Soy)  for  signs  that  Taiwanese

security  interests are  being  traded  for

commercial gains.

Assess  the  viability  of  the  Philippines-

Taiwan  power  grid as  a  template  for

broader  regional  energy  security

architecture.

Address  the  growing  "black  market"  for

stolen Taiwanese passports at international

transit hubs like Amsterdam.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Investors in Taiwan's energy sector should

prioritize geothermal and modular nuclear

(SMR)  research,  as  traditional  green

energy fails to meet baseline needs.

Tech  firms  must  prepare  for  stricter  AI

likeness  regulations following  celebrity

pushback against digital "deepfakes."

The medical  technology market  for  GLP-1

and  "anti-cancer"  metabolic  drugs  will

likely see explosive growth, albeit with high

regulatory scrutiny over side effects.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.
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For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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