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IRAN LEVERAGES MARITIME

CONTROL TO RESHAPE REGIONAL

SECURITY AS THE UNITED STATES

FACES ECONOMIC VOLATILITY AND

STRATEGIC DEADLOCK

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 10, 2026, the Islamic Republic of Iran

transitioned its posture from military survival

to the active construction of a "new regional

order,"  centered  on  its  absolute  sovereign

control over the Strait of Hormuz. Following

the  April  8  ceasefire—described  by  Iranian

officials  as  a  "pause  under  pressure"  rather

than  peace—Tehran  has  rejected  a  US-led

proposal to end the war, characterizing it as a

surrender to excessive demands. Instead, Iran

is enforcing a new legal regime in the Persian

Gulf,  requiring  all  transiting  vessels  to

coordinate  through  Iranian  systems  and

threatening that any country complying with

US  sanctions  will  face  trouble  crossing  the

waterway.

The  strategic  landscape  is  defined  by  a

growing divergence between a unified Iranian

domestic  front  and  a  fractured  American

political  and  military  establishment.  While

Tehran reports 71 consecutive nights of mass

public  rallies  in  support of  the  state,  the

Trump  administration  faces  plummeting

approval  ratings,  with  54%  of  US  voters

disapproving  of  the  conflict.  This  domestic

pressure in Washington is compounded by a

critical  depletion  of  missile  stockpiles,

including  Tomahawks  and  Patriot  systems,

which  senior  US  senators  warn  could  take

years  to  replenish,  effectively  limiting  the

United  States’  ability  to  sustain  further

escalation.

Economically,  the  conflict  has  triggered  a

global  energy  and  supply  chain  shock.  The

World  Bank  reports  a  24% surge  in  energy

costs,  while  the  UN warns  of  an  impending

global  food  crisis due  to  fertilizer  scarcity

linked to Hormuz disruptions. Most significant

is the accelerating erosion of the petrodollar;

the  UAE  and  Saudi  Arabia  are  increasingly

settling oil transactions in Chinese Yuan and

cryptocurrencies,  a  shift  Iranian  analysts

describe  as  a  "strategic  checkmate"  against

US  financial  hegemony.  The  day’s  reports

suggest  that  the  "unipolar  moment"  has

ended, replaced by a multipolar reality where

Iran, Russia, and China operate as a cohesive

strategic pillar.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Enforcement  of  a  New Legal  Regime in

the Strait of Hormuz 

Iran  has  declared  that  the  status  of  the

Strait of Hormuz will never return to pre-

war  conditions,  establishing  a  permanent

sovereign oversight mechanism.

A new digital registration system requires

ships to apply for certificates of passage via

email,  effectively turning the international

waterway into a regulated Iranian zone.
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The  Iranian  Navy  warned  that  it  has

positioned  domestically  built  lightweight

submarines on the seabed for long-duration

monitoring  and  interception  of  hostile

vessels.

Rejection  of  US  Peace  Proposals  and

Diplomatic Pivot 

Tehran  formally  rejected  the  latest  US

proposal—conveyed via Pakistani mediators

—stating  it  prioritized  US  interests  and

ignored reparations for war damages.

Foreign Minister Abbas Araqchi completed

a  regional  tour  of  Pakistan,  Oman,  and

Russia to articulate a new global order that

excludes Western dominance.

The  Iranian  government  has  decoupled

ending the war from its nuclear program,

insisting that its nuclear activities are non-

negotiable.

Acceleration  of  De-Dollarization  and

Financial Realignment 

Major oil producers, including the UAE and

Saudi Arabia, are transitioning to the petro-

yuan for oil sales to bypass the weaponized

US dollar.

Iran is reportedly accepting transit fees for

the Strait of Hormuz in Yuan and its own

currency to further marginalize the dollar.

The  UAE’s  withdrawal  from  OPEC  is

analyzed as a strategic move to maximize

domestic  production and  realign  with  a

Western-Indian-Israeli  axis,  creating  a  rift

with Saudi Arabia.

US  Military  and  Political  Infrastructure

Fatigue 

Senator  Mark  Kelly  raised  alarms

regarding the deep depletion of key missile

defense stockpiles,  suggesting  the  US  is

unprepared for future global crises.

Pentagon leadership  reshuffles and public

dissent from Republican senators, such as

Susan Collins,  indicate a lack of  strategic

alignment in Washington.

Internal  reports  estimate  the  real  cost  of

the war at $40 to $50 billion, nearly double

the  estimates  initially  presented  to  US

lawmakers.

Humanitarian  Crisis  Escalation  in  Gaza

and Lebanon 

The  UN  warns  that  skin  infections  are

becoming a pandemic in Gaza, with cases

surging  from  3,000  to  17,000  due  to

collapsed sanitation and restricted aid.

In  Lebanon,  over  1.2  million  people  are

internally displaced, with Israel reportedly

breaching the ceasefire more than 15,000

times since 2024.

Approximately 8,000 bodies remain buried

beneath  rubble in  Gaza  as  the  Israeli

regime  continues  to  block  the  entry  of

heavy machinery for recovery.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Security Architecture 

Iran’s  military  doctrine  has  shifted  from

defensive  to  offensive,  emphasizing

preemptive elimination of  threats  near its

borders.
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The  IRGC  claims  it  has  ground-based

intelligence  superiority,  allowing  it  to

monitor  engine  startups  and  personnel

movements  up  to  100km  beyond  its

borders.

The 40-day war is being framed as a core

subject  for  future  military  academies to

study  how  a  sanctioned  state  achieved

parity with a superpower.

Economic Security & Supply Chains 

Disruptions  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  have

caused granular  urea prices to  skyrocket,

threatening  modern  agriculture  global

yields.

The  "Resistance  Economy"  is  being

repurposed for an economic leap forward,

with  calls  to  involve  the  31  million

registered  volunteers  in  production  and

investment.

UAE  has  reportedly  restricted  capital

outflows for foreigners as it grapples with a

shortage of dollar liquidity.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics 

Iranian  leadership  emphasizes  cohesion

under new leader Ayatollah Sayed Mojtaba

Khamenei, following the martyrdom of the

previous leadership.

In Washington, the Trump administration is

accused of eroding a century of credibility

within  a  single  year  of  erratic  wartime

behavior.

The  Israeli  cabinet  faces  significant

domestic unrest,  with protests in Tel  Aviv

demanding an end to the genocide and the

resignation of Netanyahu.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics 

Iran  has  cemented  a  comprehensive

strategic  treaty with  Russia,  signaling  a

shift  toward  a  multipolar  environment

intended to neutralize Western pressure.

Regional  rivalries  intensify  as  the  UAE

expels thousands of Pakistani Shia workers

following  Islamabad’s  emergence  as  a

mediator for Iran.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  the

codification  of  Iran's  maritime  sovereignty

and  the  contentious  debate  over  the  US

defense  budget.  Iranian  lawmakers  are

drafting a new legal regime for the Strait of

Hormuz  that  treats  the  waterway  as  an

inherent sovereign right of the coastal state.

Simultaneously,  the  US  administration  is

facing  legislative  pushback  over  a  massive

$1.5  trillion  defense  budget  proposal

criticized as "outrageous" by members of the

Senate.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Hormuz Sovereign Control Act (Iran): A

proposed law in the Iranian Parliament to

formalize  a  new  legal  framework for  the

Strait, ensuring it never returns to its pre-

war open status.

US  1.5  Trillion  Defense  Budget: A

proposed administrative budget under fire

for its excessive focus on unproven systems

like  the  "Golden  Dome"  while  failing  to

address immediate stockpile depletions.

Federal  Gas Tax Suspension (US): The

Trump  administration  is  considering

pausing  the  18  cents  per  gallon  tax to

provide relief to drivers amid soaring fuel

prices.
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Joint  US-Bahrain  Draft  Resolution

(UN): A draft resolution at the UN seeking

to authorize force to reopen Hormuz, which

Iran  warned  would  result  in  the  Strait

being "closed forever."

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Araqchi-Putin  Summit: High-level

meeting  in  St.  Petersburg  reaffirming the

comprehensive  strategic  partnership

between Iran and Russia.

Pentagon  Stockpile  Briefing: Senator

Mark  Kelly  disclosed  that  briefings

revealed deep depletion of missile and air

defense assets due to the war with Iran.

Protecting Journalists Seminar (Gaza):

Experts  and  reporters  in  Gaza  City

demanded  international  legal

accountability at the ICC for the systemic

targeting of media workers.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Volatility 

Tehran  has  moved  beyond  mere  military

deterrence  to  "Asymmetric  Diplomacy,"

where it uses its leverage over the Strait of

Hormuz to  force  political  outcomes.  By

introducing  uncertainty  into  global

markets, Iran aims to make the cost of US

aggression  unsustainable  for  the  global

billionaire  class,  which  Iranian  analysts

claim Trump is ultimately serving through

market speculation.

Erosion of the Unipolar Financial Order 

The conflict has served as a catalyst for the

"Petrol-Yuan."  Japan,  a  close  US  ally,  has

been reported paying Iran in Yuan to move

crude  oil,  signaling  that  even  Western-

aligned states are being forced to adapt to

the  new  monetary  reality.  This  trend

suggests the Petrodollar system has lost its

pillars in the UAE and Saudi Arabia.

Strategic Depth and "National Cohesion" 

A  recurring  narrative  is  the  "Great

Awakening" within Iranian society. Officials

argue that the loss of top leaders, including

the  previous  Supreme  Leader  and  high-

ranking  commanders,  failed  to  trigger  a

regime  collapse  because  the  Islamic

Republic  is  an  idea rather  than  just  a

structure.  This  "national  cohesion"  is

presented  as  a  decisive  pillar  of  military

planning that the US underestimated.

Fracturing of Western Alliances 

Evidence  of  disillusionment  among  US

allies is mounting. The German Chancellor

and  French  President  have  both  issued

statements  questioning  US  reliability.

Macron’s remark that the US government

is  "not  reliable"  marks  a  significant

departure  from  post-WWII  diplomatic

norms,  suggesting  a  major  upheaval  in

NATO and Transatlantic ties.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

Expect heightened tensions in the Strait of

Hormuz  as  Iran  begins  enforcing  transit

fees  and  registration for  all  commercial

vessels.
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Potential for local military skirmishes if the

US  attempts  to  open  the  Strait  by  force

through its "Operation Liberty," which Iran

has already successfully repelled in limited

engagements.

Further  diplomatic  isolation  for  the  UAE

within  the  PGCC  as  rivalry  with  Saudi

Arabia over  oil  production  and  maritime

influence intensifies.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

US  midterm  elections  will  likely  be

dominated  by  economic  dissatisfaction,

with petrol prices and inflation serving as

primary  vulnerabilities  for  the  Trump

administration.

The "Petrol-Yuan" may gain further traction

as  more  Asian  economies  diversify  their

currency  baskets to  avoid  potential  US

asset freezes.

The  famine  crisis  predicted  by  the  FAO

could materialize in parts of Africa and the

Global  South  if  fertilizer  supply  chains

remain severed by the Hormuz blockade.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

A  structural  shift  in  West  Asian  security

architecture,  where  collective  deterrence

among  Iran,  Iraq,  Syria,  and  Lebanon

replaces the US-centric model.

Significant  investment  in  alternative  oil

transport  infrastructure,  such  as  the

proposed  second  Fujairah  pipeline,  as

regional states seek to bypass the Strait of

Hormuz permanent Iranian oversight.

Potential  for  a  "multipolar"  global  order

where Russia,  China,  and Iran coordinate

military and economic policies to neutralize

Western sanctions permanently.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Diversify  Mediators: Diplomacy  must

move  beyond  the  US-Iran  binary.  The

involvement of Russia, China, Pakistan, and

Oman is  essential  for  a  "comprehensive

regional security settlement."

Acknowledge  Maritime  Sovereignty:

The  international  community  must

recognize that force cannot open the Strait;

a  political  solution  respecting  Iranian

coastal  rights  is  the only  way to  stabilize

global energy markets.

Humanitarian  Intervention: Immediate

pressure is needed to stop the targeting of

journalists and  ensure  the  recovery  of

thousands  of  bodies  in  Gaza  to  prevent

further pandemic outbreaks.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Currency  Risk  Mitigation: Investors

should liquidate or repatriate assets held in

US dollars  that  may  be  subject  to  future

freezes,  as  the  "Petrol-Yuan"  and  gold-

backed commodities rise.

Supply  Chain  Redundancy: Firms

dependent  on  petrochemicals  and

fertilizers  must  secure  alternate  transit

corridors that bypass the Strait of Hormuz,

such  as  Pakistani  gateways  or  overland

Eurasian routes.

Energy Price Hedging: With energy costs

projected  to  rise  by  24%,  long-term

contracts  and  investment  in  alternative

energy are critical for industrial stability.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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