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A FRAGILE GLOBAL ORDER
STRAINED BY DIPLOMATIC
DEADLOCK IN THE US-IRAN WAR
AND MOUNTING DOMESTIC
POLITICAL CRISES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 11, 2026, marks a critical juncture in the
11-week-old war between the United States,
Israel, and Iran, as diplomatic efforts to
stabilize a fragile ceasefire have reached a
total impasse. US President Donald Trump
has overtly rejected Iran’s latest peace
proposal, characterizing it as "garbage" and
declaring the current ceasefire to be on
"massive life support." This diplomatic
breakdown occurs against a backdrop of
severe global economic fallout; the Strait of
Hormuz remains largely closed, threatening
to wipe out $300 billion in Asian economic
output and leaving the state of California with
approximately six weeks of oil and gas
reserves. The convergence of energy
shortages, skyrocketing fuel prices, and
fertilizer scarcity is transitioning from a
regional military engagement into a systemic
global economic shock comparable to the
1970s oil crises.

Simultaneously, traditional power structures
are facing internal revolts. In the United
Kingdom, Prime Minister Keir Starmer is
fighting for his political survival following
catastrophic local election results, attempting
a '"rescue mission" speech to stave off
resignation demands from dozens of his own
MPs. In the Philippines, the impeachment of
Vice President Sara Duterte signals a
definitive rupture in the nation’s ruling
alliance. Meanwhile, France is attempting a
strategic pivot in Africa, hosting its first
summit in an English-speaking capital
(Nairobi) as it redefines its role after being
expelled from former colonies in the Sahel.
These disparate events suggest a world where
established alliances and domestic social
contracts are fraying under the weight of
"forever wars" and the resulting cost-of-living

pressures.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Collapse of the US-Iran Peace
Process

* President Trump rejected a 14-point
Iranian counter-proposal, citin 19
chance of survival for the current ceasefire
and reiterating that Iran cannot possess a
nuclear weapon.

* Iran maintains that its demands—including
the lifting of the US naval blockade,
recognition of sovereignty over the Strait of
Hormuz, and war  reparations—are
reasonable and legitimate rights.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
insists the war is not over, stating enriched
uranium must be removed from Iran and
enrichment sites dismantled.
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Escalation in Lebanon and Gaza KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Israel is reportedly preparing to expand Energy Security & Infrastructure
ground operations in southern Lebanon

despite a nominal ceasefire in place since * California’s isolation from the mainland

April 16. pipeline network and its reliance on
« Systematic targeting of medical specific refineries for foreign heavy crude

infrastructure continues, with over 100 exposes a major vulnerability in US

Lebanese medical workers killed since domestic energy resilience.

March; Israel alleges these facilities are * The Saudi state oil company Aramco has

used by Hezbollah. declared this the worst energy crisis in

« In Gaza, two million people are confined to history, predicting market instability until
60% of the original territory, facing broken at least 2027.
healthcare systems where only 23 centers

i i Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics
remain fully functional.

e UK Prime Minister Starmer faces a
"leadership contest" threat as around 40
labor MPs have called for his resignation,
with many favoring Greater Manchester

Global Energy and Supply Chain Crisis

* California fuel prices have hit nearly $6 a
gallon, as the state is not connected to the

mainland US pipeline network and depends Mayor Andy Burnham.
on heavy crude from the Gulf. *In the Philippines, the House of
« A UN task force warned that 45 million Representatives impeached Vice President
people face  starvation if fertilizer Duterte, though supporters in the Senate
shipments remain blocked in the Strait of have reportedly staged a "coup" to control
Hormuz. trial proceedings.
« In India, Prime Minister Modi has urged * Thaksin Shinawatra’s release on parole in
the public to revive work-from-home habi Thailand marks a potential shift in the

decades-long conflict between his dynasty
and the pro-military establishment.

and avoid gold purchases to conserve fuel
and foreign currency.

The Andes Hantavirus Outbreak Geopolitical Power Dynamics

. . . . . .
« Seven cases of the rare Andes strain of France is attempting to rebrand its African

Hantavirus have been confirmed bv the engagement as a "partnership of equals" to
WHO following an outbreak on the MV counter growing Russian and Chinese
Hondius cruise ship influence in former francophone colonies.

* The strain is unique for its ability to spread * The Europea'n Unif)n has 1'rnoved tf) &SIDLQ
person-to-person through close contact, full trade ties with Syria, a significant

policy reversal intended to facilitate
reconstruction and counter Iranian
influence in the Levant.

triggering international quarantine
protocols in the US, UK, and Europe.
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National Battlefield

Technology

Security &

» The automization of warfare using AlI,
machine learning, and "swarm drones" is
creating 40-50km "killer zones" along the
Ukraine-Russia frontline.

* The US military-industrial complex is under
scrutiny for its influence on policy, with the

"Big Five" contractors taking home over
half the DOD budget annually.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Global governance bodies and national
legislatures are currently focused on
emergency economic measures, trade wars,
and high-stakes impeachment proceedings.
Significant shifts are noted in the European
Union's trade posture and the UK's industrial
policy.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* UK Nationalization of British Steel: PM
Starmer announced legislation to take full
national ownership of British Steel in the
public interest after commercial sales
failed.

* UK Youth Experience Scheme: A
proposed new arrangement with the EU to

restore the Erasmus-style ability for young
people to work and study in Europe.

* Philippines Impeachment Articles: The
House of Representatives voted to impeach
Vice President Duterte on charges of
misusing public funds and threatening the
President.

* EU-Syria Cooperation Agreement:
Reinstatement of a cooperation agreement
uspen in 2011 to remove

restrictions on Syrian o0il, gold, and
petroleum.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump White House Press Conference:
An impromptu event where Trump
described the Iranian proposal as garbage
and claimed US forces destroyed Iranian
facilities so thoroughly they cannot extract
nuclear disks.

* Starmer’s "Reset" Speech: A televised
address from London where Starmer

rejected calls to resign, promising bold

change and closer ties with the EU.

Atif Najib Trial: The first trial of a senior
Assad official in Damascus for crimes

mmi rin he 2011 rising,
including the torture of minors.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of "Sanction Efficacy" and the
Rise of Attrition Analysis of the US-Iran
conflict suggests a failure of the traditional
"maximum pressure" model. While the US and
Israel have inflicted massive damage on
Iranian infrastructure, the Iranian regime
appears to have calculated that a war of
attrition benefits its long-term survival by
internationalizing economic pain. Analysts
suggest Trump miscalculated by following the
"Israeli narrative" that Iran would capitulate
quickly; instead, the collapsing Iranian Rial
and 200% inflation are being framed by
Tehran as a ‘"national existential war,"
successfully consolidating domestic unity for
now.

Decolonization as a Geopolitical
Rebranding Tool France’s "Africa Forward"
summit highlights a shift in colonial legacy
management. By acknowledging that Africa is

main," Paris is
attempting to move from a military-first
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security guarantor to an economic partner.
This is a direct response to the "Sahelian
backlash" where military governments turned
to Russia for security. However, local activists
remain skeptical, viewing the new military
agreements with Kenya as "neocolonialism

under a new name."

The "South-South Solidarity" Paradox
While Iran positions itself as a champion of
the Global South against "US naval piracy,"
the actual victims of its economic warfare are
disproportionately in the Global South. Asian
and African nations are bearing the highest
cost of the Hormuz blockade through fertilizer
shortages and the disruption of remittances,
which account for 10% of Pakistan’s GDP. This
tension suggests that Iran’s narrative of anti-
imperialist solidarity is increasingly at odds
with its role as a disruptor of essential
commodity flows to developing nations.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* A resumption of high-intensity military
strikes between the US/Israel and Iran is
highly probable given Trump’s ‘"life
support" rhetoric and the failure of
mediated talks.

* The leadership of Keir Starmer will be
decided by the Labor Party's cabinet

meeting and backbench maneuvers; failure
to pacify the party will lead to a formal
leadership contest.

* Hantavirus measures  will
expand as more passengers from the MV

Hondius return to 16 different countries.

quarantine

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The US mid-term elections in November
will be heavily influenced by fuel prices; if
gas reaches the projected $9 per gallon in
California, the Republican party faces
significant electoral risk.

* Global food insecurity will peak as the
current fertilizer shortage impacts the next
planting cycle, potentially destabilizing
governments in South Asia and Africa.

* The Philippines will likely descend into
political paralysis as the Duterte-Marcos

feud plays out in the Senate trial.
Long Term (1-5 Years)

* A structural shift in energy logistics is
inevitable; California and other vulnerable
states will be forced to retrofit
infrastructure for light sweet crude or
accelerate renewable transitions to end
dependence on the Gulf.

* China’s role as the dominant mediator in

West Asia will likely be formalized,
potentially replacing US influence in
regional security architectures.

* The "Greater Israel" settler movement, now
moving into the mainstream of Israeli
media, could permanently alter the map of
the Middle East, leading to long-term
occupations of southern Lebanon and parts
of Syria.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security: The international community
must prioritize an international maritime
coalition to keep the Strait of Hormuz open,
as unilateral US "Project Freedom" escorts
are insufficient.

* Diplomacy: Mediators (China, Pakistan,
Qatar) must shift focus from "all-or-
nothing" deals to step-by-step approaches,
separating the Hormuz blockade from the
technical nuclear dossier.

* Humanitarian: Urgent establishment of
"fertilizer corridors" is required to prevent

a starvation crisis for 45 million people.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Manufacturers in Asia
and Europe should brace for indefinite
diesel and transport cost spikes exceeding

50% above pre-war levels.

* Investment Opportunity: Significant
capital is required for California's energy
! ", including pipeline expansion and
refinery retrofitting to process domestic
light crude.

Regulatory Compliance: Investors in the
defense sector must prepare for potential
lawfar n ntabili ribunal
targeting the "Merchants of Death" for the
use of indiscriminate weapons in Gaza and
Iran.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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