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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 11, 2026, the Algerian government
launched a coordinated effort to solidify its
position as a central African power broker and
a modernized investment destination. The
centerpiece of the day was the arrival of
Angolan President Jodao Lourenco for a three-
day state visit, resulting in the signing of
eleven  major cooperation agreements
spanning energy, mining, and aerospace. This
diplomatic maneuver is designed to build a
"strategic partnership" between two of
Africa’s largest hydrocarbon producers,
ostensibly to enhance continental sovereignty
and bypass traditional Western or colonial
frameworks. By establishing a direct Algiers-
Luanda flight path and integrating the state
energy giants Sonatrach and Sonangol, the
administration is signaling a shift toward
South-South cooperation as a primary engine
for growth.

Domestically, the administration is tackling
the persistent problem of the informal
economy through a "trust-based" fiscal
offensive. The Ministry of Finance and the
Algerian Investment Promotion Agency (AAPI)
showcased the ingl Window m,
claiming over $67.5 billion in declared
projects. Simultaneously, the 2026 Finance
Law is leveraging "Article 93" and "Article
122" to offer a "voluntary regularization" path
for hidden capital at an 8% tax rate. This dual-
track strategy—foreign diplomatic wins
coupled with domestic financial restructuring
—attempts to distract from underlying social
pressures while preparing the state for a post-
hydrocarbon future. The government is also

tightening internal security through
mandatory national service census for the

2009 cohort and a strict regulatory push for
drone identification, ensuring total state
visibility over both human and technological
assets.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Algeria-Angola Strategic Partnership
Formed
o Angolan President Joao Lourenco signed
11 agreements covering sectors
including vocational training, water
. 1 oil.
o President Tebboune announced the

launch of a dir fligh ween Algier
and Luanda starting July 2026.

o The partnership emphasizes mutual
support for self-determination for the
n Palestinian les,
shared anti-colonial

hrawi
reinforcing a
diplomatic bloc.
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* Massive Investment Push via Single
Window Reform

o The Algerian Investment Promotion

Agency (AAPI) reported registering more

than 20,000 projects with a declared

value of approximately $67.5 billion.

o Prime Minister Sifi Ghrieb emphasized
the digitalization of investment
procedures to eliminate bureaucratic
delays and corruption.

o The reforms aim to grant investment

horizati ithi 18 ] for

standard projects and 20 days for major
industrial developments.

* Fiscal Regularization of the Informal

Sector

o Under the 2026 Finance Law, the
government introduced a 8% tax rate for
the voluntary regularization of hidden
capital.

o Article 122 offers the clearing of tax
debts for exercises prior to 2011 to

encourage businesses to move into the
formal sphere.

* Continental Energy Expansion by
Sonelgaz
o Sonelgaz International is progressing on

a 40 MW power plant project in
N'Djamena, Chad.

o A high-level Ivorian delegation visited
Algiers  to Algerian Ti
management as part of a South-South
expertise transfer initiative.

* Escalating Regional Tensions with

Morocco
o Algerian state media accused the
Moroccan "Makhzen" of using migration
as blackmail against the European Union
to gain illicit political concessions.

o Reports highlighted arbitrary housing

demolitions in Morocco, framing the
neighboring state as suffering from
social  collapse and demographic
engineering.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Investment

Climate & Major
Investments

The administration is pivoting toward a
"performance and transparency" culture in
the investment sector. By empowering
representativ from relevan
administrations within the Single Window,
the state hopes to shorten the distance
between idea and implementation. The
reported $67.5 billion in declared projects
is intended to signal to international
markets that Algeria is open for business
beyond oil and gas.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

Algeria is leveraging its historical status as
a "Mecca for revolutionaries" to build
modern trade alliances. The reception for
President Lourenco, complete with a 21-
gun salute, underscores a
"multidimensional strategic partnership."
This alignment with Angola is a clear
attempt to form an integrated sovereign
Africa that can challenge external economic
shocks and security threats collectively.
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* Economic Security & Inclusion

The "Vision" program detailed the
integration of the informal sector. Officials
from the General Directorate of Taxes (DGI)
argue that Article 93 is a hand reached out
to operators who have operated outside the
law, offering them a clean slate. This is a
critical move for economic security, as the

state seeks to capture liquidity circulating
outside the banking system, estimated by

some analysts to be in the billions of
dollars.

National Security & Surveillance

Internal stability is being managed through
strict regulatory compliance. The National
Service Department reminded citizens born
in 2009 of their mandatory census
obligations, while the National Center for
Unmanned Aerial Systems issued a final
call for the mandatory declaration of
drones. Failure to comply results in being
classified as "insubordinate," highlighting
the state's low tolerance for non-
compliance in the current regional security
climate.

Critical Infrastructure &

Security

Energy

Sonelgaz is increasingly acting as an arm of
Algerian foreign policy. By conducting field
studies in Chad for electrical
interconnections, Algeria is positioning its
state-owned utilities as essential providers
for the Sahel, thereby gaining strategic
leverage over regional infrastructure.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance through the first half of 2026 has
focused on streamlining investment and
regularizing the financial sector. The most
significant policy shifts are found in the 2026

Finance Law, which seeks to balance debt
relief with a broader tax base. Concurrently,
new regulatory frameworks for technology
(drones) and labor (union recognition) are
being aggressively publicized to ensure state
oversight.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c 2026 Finance Law (Articles 93 &
122): Establishes a voluntary path for
capital regularization at 8% tax and
provides for the total cancellation of tax
debts for businesses with dossiers older
than 15 years.

o Law 14.06 of August 9, 2014: Invoked
for the 2026 census of citizens born in
2009 for mandatory national service.

o Drone Registration Decree: Mandates
the recording and identification of all

civilian drone systems to protect public
safety and national security.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Single Window Information Day: A
high-level summit where the Prime
Mini 1] Di £ AAPI
presented new
administrative simplification and digital
dossier tracking.

o 18th International Tourism
Marketing Days: Scheduled for May
13-14, this event aims to refine Algeria's

measures for

im 1 1 ination,
emphasizing the role of digital content
creators.

o Joint Media Declaration (Tebboune/
Lourenco): A high-profile event at the
Presidency confirming the political will
for strategic integration and regional

stability coordination.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The South-South Pivot

Algeria is increasingly moving away from its
traditional reliance on European trade
partnerships, favoring alliances with other
African powerhouses. The comprehensive
strategic alliance with Angola is not merely
bilateral; it is a blueprint for an "African
Petroleum Producers Organization" (APPO)
bloc that coordinates energy transformation
and exploration. This trend suggests Algeria
views the African continent as its primary
growth market and political shield against
fluctuating global geopolitical pressures.

Inclusion through Amnesty

A major theme in the 2026 fiscal year is
"inclusion." The state has recognized that
coercive tax measures have failed to bring the
informal sector into the fold. By offering
amnesty on old tax debts and a relatively low
8% entry tax for "voluntary regularization,"
the administration is attempting to formalize a
"shadow" economy that has grown too large
to ignore. Success here is essential for
financing the ambitious reforms in the

investment system.

Memory as a State Building Tool

The "Mois du Patrimoine" (Heritage Month) is
being used to reinforce national identity
during a period of transition. From the cave
painting exhibitions at the Bardo Museum to
the celebration of union pioneer Aissa Tidjir,
the state is actively curating a narrative of
historical continuity. This cultural
programming serves to bolster the sense of
national belonging among the diaspora, as
seen in the "Caravane Mémoire et Histoire"
involving 56 young Algerians from abroad.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect a surge in private capital declarations
as operators rush to take advantage of the
Articl regularization window.
Simultaneously, the 18th International
Tourism Marketing Days (May 13-14) will
likely  produce new igital
campaigns aimed at Western tourists, testing
the state's openness to social media influence.

randin

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The July 2026 launch of the direct Algiers-
Luanda flight will be the litmus test for the

strategic partnership's commercial viability. If
successful, expect similar air bridges to other
African capitals. On the investment front, the
first of the 20,000 declared projects should
reach "implementation" phase, and any failure
to meet the 48-hour authorization promise will
trigger pushback from business associations
like the ACA.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The shift toward African integration could

position Algeria as the lead energy and
security provider for the Sahel. However, the
heavy emphasis on migration blackmail and
"Makhzen" instability indicates a long-term
freezing of relations with Morocco, which may
complicate broader African Union integration
goals. Success in the 2026 Finance Law
reforms will determine whether the Algerian
state can truly transition to a diversified
economy or remains a hostage to global oil
price fluctuations.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The Algeria-Angola axis represents a
significant bloc for self-determination
politics; Western powers should anticipate
coordinated voting in the UN and AU
regarding Palestine and Western Sahara.

* The expansion of Sonelgaz into Sub-
Saharan Africa suggests Algeria is a viable

alternative to FEuropean or Chinese
contractors for regional infrastructure
projects.

* Migration remains a volatile diplomatic
tool; Algeria’s harsh rhetoric regarding

Moroccan migration policies signals a

period of heightened border tension.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* The ingl ich ni
represents a genuine opportunity for
foreign investors to enter the market with
reduced bureaucratic risk, though
"realized" vs "declared" capital remains a
key metric to watch.

* The 8% regularization tax provides a safe

entry point for local partners with
undeclared assets to formalize their
participation in joint ventures.

Window

* Opportunities in the tourism and mining
sectors are high, but regulatory compliance

regarding  technology  (drones) and
personnel (national service) is non-
negotiable.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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