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' SHIFTING ALLIANCES, RADICAL REFORMS
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: NAIROBI SUMMIT & DOMESTIC TURMOIL

-
MAY 12, 2026 NIGERIA'S STRUCTURAL CRISIS
] | & 2027 JOCKEYING

OONG

RADICAL EDUCATION POLICIES:
Colleges of Education Dual Mandate
| (NSE + Bachelor's), JAMB
Exemption for Agriculture.
3 PERSISTENT INSECURITY:
! |ED Attacks (Zamfara),
Ethnic Clashes (Plateau).
EARLY 2027 ELECTION CYCLE:
High-level political maneuvering (Oyo,
Apc | Rivers), Fractured PDP Leadership,
distracting governance.

AFRICA FORWARD SUMMIT, NAIROBI:
Strategic Pivot & Global Demand. France seeks
Anglophone Partnerships (Kenya, Nigeria).
Macron commits €23BN investment.
African demand for PERMANENT UN SECURITY
COUNCIL SEAT & FAIRER CREDIT RATING.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & GOVERNANCE TOPICS

AFRICA-FRANCE RADICAL EDUCATION ENERGY & ECONOMIC POLITICAL & LEGAL
STRATEGIC RE-ALIGNMENT @ STRUCTURAL ADJUSTMENTS SECURITY WARFARE

1.66m bpd
(April)

- i South Africa: President
France attempts to re-pivot to Minimum entry age 16 for Crude Oil Production Rebound Ramaphosa faces Impeachment
Anglophone Africa after Universities. provides fiscal cushion. threat (Phala Phala).
Suhel expulsion. JAMB requirement removed for Struggle with Inflation from Nigeria: PDP Leadership Crisis
€23BN for 250,000 jobs. agricultural/vocational programs. Petrol Subsidy Removal Lawfare as Politics).
Critics view as desperate move Aim: Productive entrepreneurship, continues. sun & Rivers States:
against BRICS. Stabilize Food Supply. Rising Political Volatility.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP & KEY DECISIONS

FCT ACCOUNTABILITY BILL: Proposed Ombudsman & Land Register.
2026 ELECTORAL ACT AMENDMENT: Discussions on Consensus Candidate Validation.
DUAL MANDATE POLICY: Colleges of Education to grant university-equivalent degrees (CS, Al,
Engineering).

HEARINGS & EVENTS
JAMB: Fixed Minimum Score (160 Uni, 100 Poly), Outlawed under-16 admissions.
INEC: Identified Insecurity & Network Hurdles for Voter Registration.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

TRENDS AND THEMES
& —
e D [Vowor

FRAGMENTATION EDUCATION AS NORMALIZATION OF
OF HEGEMONY NATIONAL SECURITY POLITICAL LAWFARE
Breakdown of traditional Alausa reforms admit failin Judicial intervention as primary
geopolitical spheres. Multilateral orgs university model. High-stakes bet succession mechanism. Courts as
viewed as “Century-old injustices". on pedagogy to solve “super-delegates” undermines
Future alliances: Siloed and out-of-school crisis & boost internal party democracy,
interest-based. employability. risking instability.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
significant Enroliment Shift (Age limits,
JAMB exemptions). Fiscal Pressure on
Subnational Governments.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
African Finance moves toward Nairobi Goals.

Potential to stem ‘Japa’ brain drain through
Improved technical education pathways.

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
UK Political Fallout, Osun Off-Cycle
Elections (Risk of Political Violence).

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

INTERNATIONAL POLICY: Note PRIVATE SECTOR: Oil rebound SECURITY & CRISIS: Prepare for
France's pivot to Anglophone leaders. stabilizes upstream, but high Heat-related emergencies and

remittance & FX costs hinder
e-commerce/MSMEs.

Support for global financial reform is

persistent IED threats in Northern
key to strategic partnerships. i

Nigeria logistical corridors.
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AFRICAN LEADERS FORGE NEW
ECONOMIC DESTINIES IN NAIROBI
AS NIGERIA AGGRESSIVE
EDUCATION REFORMS AND EARLY
2027 ELECTIONEERING SIGNAL
DOMESTIC VOLATILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 12, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in African
geopolitical and economic alignment, as
President Bola Tinubu joined 30 other heads
of state at the Africa Forward Summit in
Nairobi. The summit represents a strategic
pivot for France, which is aggressively
seeking partnerships in Anglophone Africa—
specifically Kenya and Nigeria—following its
diplomatic expulsion from the Sahel.
President William Ruto of Kenya used the
platform to advocate for a

focused on reshaping the global financial
architecture and intra-African collaboration,
while French President Emmanuel Macron
committed billions in investment to counter
rising Chinese and Russian influence. This
"Berlin Conference 2.0" skepticism is
tempered by a clear African demand for a
permanent seat on the UN Security Council
and a fairer global credit rating system.

Domestically, the Nigerian administration is
attempting to manage a structural crisis in
human capital through radical education
policies. Education Minister Tunji Alausa
announced a dual mandate policy allowing
Colleges of Education to award both NCE and
Bachelor's degrees, alongside a controversial
JAMB exemption for non-technology
agriculture courses to boost food security.
However, these reforms face a backdrop of
persistent security failures, including IED
attacks in Zamfara and renewed ethnic
clashes in Plateau State. Furthermore, the
2027 general election cycle has begun
prematurely, with high-level jockeying in Oyo
and Rivers states, and a fractured PDP still
mired in legal warfare over its national
leadership, threatening to distract from
immediate governance needs.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Africa-France Strategic Re-alignment:
The Nairobi summit saw France attempt to
repiv its  African  policy toward
Anglophone nations after losing ground in

its former colonies. @ Macroeconomic
commitments of 23 billion euros were
discussed to drive 250,000 jobs across the

continent, though critics view this as a
desperate move to maintain relevance
against a surging BRICS presence.

Radical Education Structural
Adjustments: The Federal Government
has set a minimum entry age of 16 for
university admissions and removed the
JAMB requirement for specific agricultural
and vocational programs. This is a direct
attempt to steer Nigeria’s youth population

into productive entrepreneurship and
stabilize the food supply chain.
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* Energy Production Recovery: Nigeria’s
crude oil production rebounded to 1.66
million barrels per day in April, providing a
necessary fiscal cushion as the government
continues to struggle with the inflationary
fallout of petrol subsidy removal.

Political Gridlock:
Ramaphosa faces a
hmen following a
Constitutional Court ruling on the Phala
Phala scandal. Combined with a 32.7%
unemployment rate, the ANC’s grip on
power appears increasingly precarious.

* Early 2027 Election
Regional political volatility is rising, with
the Osun State Accord Party alleging
coordinated attacks on its infrastructure
and the Rivers State APC screening of the
incumbent governor Sim Fubara remaining
a point of significant confusion and internal
party friction.

e South African
President Cyril

Maneuvering:

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Geopolitical Power
Dynamics The convergence of African
leaders in Nairobi emphasizes a shift toward
economic destiny autonomy. Nigeria is
leveraging this to seek bilateral deals with
Madagascar and France, focusing on trade
and digital technology. However, the high cost
of capital due to global credit rating biases
primary constraint on
infrastructure development.

remains a

Security Architecture & Terrorism Security
forces neutralized 70 terrorists in Zamfara
under Operation Fasan Yama, but the
resurgence of Improvi Explosive Devi

(IEDs) on civilian transit routes signals an
evolving insurgent tactic. The Kaduna state

model of community-based security is being

touted as a potential national template for
conflict resolution.

Labor & Industry The NECA and ILO
launched an ESG guide for MSMEs, aiming to
align Nigerian small businesses with global
sustainable finance standards. This comes as
the Nigerian labor market faces intense
pressure from employability deficits and a
widening gap between foreign and local talent
pay scales in the tech sector.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare) & Succession
Legal battles within the PDP and APC
continue to dominate the governance
landscape. The interpretation of the Supreme
Court judgment regarding the Abdul Rahman
Mohammed-led NWC in the PDP is a prime
example of political factions using the

judiciary to settle leadership tussles rather

than democratic conventions.

Disease Outbreaks & Biosurveillance

Nigeria’s HIV treatment gains are at risk due
to drug shortages and funding uncertainties
as donor support declines. Concurrently,
public  health monitoring
Hantavirus risks in international shipping and
the impact of extreme heat waves on maternal
health in Northern Nigeria.

officials are

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on education
reform and electoral procedures, with a
notable push for greater accountability in the
Federal Capital Territory (FCT). The Senate
and JAMB have coordinated to enforce lower
minimum benchmarks for admission to
stabilize tertiary enrollment.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* FCT Accountability Bill: Proposed by
activist Aisha Yusuf, this bill aims to create
an ombudsman and land register for Abuja
to cap discretionary spending by the FCT
Ministry.

* 2026 Electoral Act
Discussions focused on consensus
candidate validation rules, requiring
unanimous written consent from all
aspirants to prevent party leadership
impositions.

Amendment:

* Dual Mandate Policy: A regulatory shift
allowing Colleges of Education to grant

university-equivalent degrees in computer
science, Al, and engineering layered with
education pedagogy.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* JAMB Annual Policy Meeting:
Stakeholders fixed the 150 minimum score
for university admissions and 100 for
polytechnics, while outlawing admissions
for students under the age of 16.

* INEC Third Phase CVR Launch: Officials

identified insecurity and network
connectivity as major hurdles to the

ongoing voter registration in Kebbi and
Kogi states.

* Nigerian High Commission Press
Statement: A formal denunciation of
xenophobic marches in South Africa, urging

local authorities to protect Nigerian
entrepreneurs from unlawful targeting.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragmentation of Hegemony The
African continent is witnessing the breakdown
of traditional geopolitical spheres. France’s

pivot to Anglophone Africa is not merely
economic; it is a desperate geopolitical

repositioning. The skepticism voiced by
analysts regarding a Berlin Conference 2.0
highlights a maturing African intellectual
class that views multilateral organizations like
the UN as "Century-old injustices" ratin
without Africa. This trend suggests that future
strategic alliances will be siloed and interest-
based rather than ideological.

Education as a Tool for National Security
The Alausa reforms in education are an
implicit admission that the current university
model is failing to produce employable
citizens. By dual-mandating Colleges of
Education and exempting agriculture from
JAMB, the government is attempting a
massive social engineering project to redirect
youth toward food security and technical
skills. This is a high-stakes bet that pedagogy
can solve the out-of-school children crisis,
which currently stands at 18.3 million.

The Normalization of Political Lawfare
Judicial intervention has become the primary
mechanism for political succession in Nigeria.

Whether it is the PDP leadership crisis or the

suit challenging Goodluck  Jonathan's

eligibility for 2027, the courts are now

effectively "super-delegates" in party
primaries. This trend undermines party
internal democracy and creates a permanent

state of legal instability that could boil over

into civil unrest as elections approach.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The primary
fallout will be in the UK and Nigeria's regional
politics. UK PM Keir Starmer faces more
ministerial resignations which may force a
transition timetable. In Nigeria, the off-cycle
elections in Osun will likely see an uptick in
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political violence as the ruling party and
opposition Accord party trade blame for
infrastructure destruction.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The new
education age limits and JAMB exemptions
will create a significant enrollment shift.
Universities may see a slight drop in freshman
numbers, while Colleges of Education will see
a 100% enrollment increase due to the dual
mandate. Fiscal pressure will remain high as

national vernments are increasingly
expected to drive local production to manage
inflation.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Structurally, the
African financial landscape will move toward
the Nairobi Declaration goals, seeking to
bypass global credit rating agencies. If
Nigeria’s medical and technical education
funding boosts (spending 250 billion on
hostels and 12 billion on medical schools) are
sustained, it could finally begin to stem the
"Japa" brain drain by improving local
professional pathways.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy: Diplomatic
missions should note the strategic pivot of
France and potentially the US toward
Anglophone leaders like Ruto and Tinubu.
Support for global financial reform will be
the price of entry for long-term African
strategic partnerships.

e For Private Sector/Investors: The

rebound in oil production to 1.66m bpd

suggests a stabilization of the upstream
sector, but the high cost of remittance (8%)
and FX conversion losses remain major
drains on e-commerce and export-oriented
MSMEs.

* For Security & Crisis Management:
Investors and NGOs in the North should
prepare for heat-rel medical
emergencies and persistent IED threats on
major logistical corridors like the Bagega-
Anka road, despite successful kinetic
operations by the military.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated more about the GDELT Project at https:/
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. archive.org/details/tv.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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