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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

IRAN’S STRATEGIC GAMBIT:
THE THIRD IMPOSED WAR & HORMUZ CHECKMATE (DAY 70)

Leveraging Control Over the Strait of Hormuz to Offset Significant
Industrial Damage & Internal Economic Stagnation

INDUSTRIAL DAMAGE
ASSESSMENT &
ECONOMIC RESILIENCE

Direct Hits on 500 Units,
Indirect on ~6,000.
Losses > 200 Trillion Rials.
90% Impacted Units
Non-Operational.

DOMESTIC GOVERNANCE:
MANAGING FALLOUT

gl

Support Packages
(44M Rials/worker),
Anti-Profiteering Crackdowns
(Steel/Petrochemical)

DIGITAL SOVEREIGNTY:
‘Internet Pro’ & ‘White
Lines’ Initiatives.
Judicial Scrutiny over
Transparency & Social
Discrimination.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
& LEGAL WARFARE

Hormuz Sovereignty Bill
(Transit Fees/Bans),
Industrial Reconstruction
Act (Settlement Bonds),
Tax Amnesty

Judiciary Branches for
War Reparations
(Second & Third Wars)
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HORMUZ CLOSURE:
CHECKMATE POSITION
Iran & Oman Reaffirm Sovereign Rights,
Reject International Waterway Designation
Analysts: 'New Nuclear Weapon’

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

STATE-LED
INFORMATION
CONTROL:

‘72 Nights' of
Gatherings vs.
Fragile
Consensus on
Digital
Hierarchies.

HYBRID
LOGISTICAL
REALIGNMENT:

EVOLUTION
OF STRATEGIC
PATIENCE:

Betting on US
Economic
Collapse
(Cost-Exchange
Calculation).

End of Dubai-
Centric Model.
Fast-tracking
Northern Corridors
(Caspian/CIS, Turkey)

GLOBAL IMPACT &
US DOMESTIC
INSTABILITY

US Gasoline > $4-$6/gal.
Political Fragmentation.
Bolton Criticizes Lack of

’End Game’

US Releases 172M Barrels
from Strategic Reserves.
Brent Crude > $105
(60% Increase).
Volatile Prices.

HEZBOLLAH'S DRONE
SUPERIORITY

Israeli Admits No
Tech Solution.
Drone-based Attrition

Strategy
| (100+ Israeli Soldiers Injured)

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& RECOMMENDATIONS

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):
Continued Crackdowns, Oil >
$100 despite Reserve Release.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):
Trump-China Visit Juncture.
Decentralized Economic
Governance.

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Permanent Shift to
Iran-Oman Transit Terms.
Obsolescence of UAE Ports.

IMPLICATIONS:
INTERNATIONAL POLICY
lormuz Closure as Reparations Toll,
Deepening Shadow War in Iraq)
PRIVATE SECTOR
(Supply Chain Risk - UAE,
Energy Volatility - $100 Floor,
Regulatory Compliance -
War-time Accounting)
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IRAN LEVERAGES CONTROL OVER
THE STRAIT OF HORMUZ TO
OFFSET SIGNIFICANT INDUSTRIAL
DAMAGE AND INTERNAL
ECONOMIC STAGNATION DURING
THE 70TH DAY OF THE THIRD
IMPOSED WAR.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On the 72nd day of the "Third Imposed War"
(also referred to as the Ramadan War), the
Iranian state narrative has shifted toward a
"war of wills," emphasizing strategic patience
and economic resilience. @ While the
government admits to direct hits on 500
industrial units and indirect damage to nearly
6,000 more, it claims the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz has placed the United States and
its allies in a "checkmate" position. Global oil
prices remain volatile, with Brent crude
trading above $105, a 60% increase since the
conflict's onset, forcing the U.S. to announce
the release of 172 million barrels from its
strategic reserves.

Domestic governance is currently preoccupied
with managing the fallout of a paralyzed
maritime trade route and damaged
infrastructure. Tehran is actively rerouting

trade through northern corridors (Caspian/
CIS) and Turkey to bypass the UAE, which it

now views as an untrustworthy logistical
partner due to its alignment with the U.S. and
Israel. Internally, the "Internet Pro" and
"White Lines" initiatives—designed to provide
high-speed connectivity to businesses amid
broader restrictions—have faced judicial
scrutiny over transparency and fears of social

discrimination.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Strategic Encirclement via Hormuz:
Iran and Oman have reaffirmed sovereign
rights over  the Strait, rejecting
international attempts at the UN to
designate it a purely
waterway. Analysts argue the closure has

international
me Iran’s "new nuclear w n
providing leverage that kinetic force alone
cannot achieve.

Industrial Damage Assessment:
Preliminary self-reported data from Tehran
and Isfahan provinces suggest industrial
losses X 2
Approximately 90% of directly impacted
units are currently non-operational, leading
to significant temporary unemployment.

rillion rials.

* Clandestine Israeli Base in Iraq:
Reports emerged of a clandestine dirt
airstrip discovered 160km west of Najaf.
Speculation suggests the site was used by
Israeli drones or special forces for
operations within Iraq or against Iran’s
western borders before being abandoned

due to seasonal flooding and exposure.
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* US Domestic Instability: US gasoline
prices have surpassed $4-$6 per gallon in
49 states, a 50% increase that is fueling
political fragmentation. Former National
Security Advisor John Bolton publicly
criticized the Trump administration for
lacking an "end game" and failing to secure
the Strait by force.

Hezbollah’s Drone Superiority: Israeli
military officials reportedly admitted to
having no technological solution for
Hezbollah’s new drone variants. Conflict in
Southern Lebanon remains intense, with
Hezbollah maintaining a "drone-based

attrition" strategy that has injured over 100

Israeli soldiers recently.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Economic Security & Statecraft:

o The government has introduced support
packages for businesses, offering 44
million rials per worker for small firms
(2-50 employees) and 22 million rials for
larger entities to maintain liquidity.

o The Central Bank and Judiciary are
cracking down on "profiteering" in the
steel and petrochemical sectors, where
middlemen are accused of hoarding raw
materials amid war-time shortages.

* Technology Policy & Digital
Sovereignty:

o The "Internet Pro" service, authorized by
the Supreme National Security Council,
is being framed as a temporary measure
for businesses. However, the Chief
Justice has warned that unanswered
(privileged access) could create public
resentment and a sense of
"discrimination."

* Critical Infrastructure:

o Energy imbalances remain a persistent
threat. The Ministry of Power claims to
have reduced the electricity deficit by
13,000 MW through consumption cuts
and the wuse of industrial backup
generators.

o Logistical shifts are underway to replace
UAE ports with routes through Turkey
and the Caspian Sea to secure essential
imports.

* Legal Warfare (Lawfare):
o Tehran's Judiciary has established
ial 1 | f ions,
tallying damages from both the "Second"
and "Third" Imposed Wars to facilitate
future international claims and asset
seizures.

* Geopolitical Power Dynamics:

o Pakistan has officially denied reports
that Iranian military aircraft are
stationed at its bases, describing such
claims as attempts to undermine
regional peace.

o Internal US intelligence assessments
leaked to the press suggest the maritime
blockade of Iran has failed to achieve its
strategic objectives despite 70 days of
operations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on war-time
economic stabilization and formalizing the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz through
domestic law. Proposals are currently being
drafted in parliamentary committees to

impose transit fees on non-hostile vessels and
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permanently ban "hostile" military fleets (US
and Israel) from the Strait.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Industrial Reconstruction Act: A
proposal to utilize "settlement bonds"
(Oragh-e Tasfyeh) allowing damaged
units to clear debts to banks and utilities
without cash liquidity.

o Hormuz Sovereignty Bill: Legislation
to codify Iranian control over maritime
traffic, requiring pre-approval and
potential tolls for transit through the
northern half of the Strait.

c Tax Amnesty for Businesses: A
directive allowing a 100% waiver of fines
for businesses failing to issue electronic
invoices during the war period.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Judiciary-Ministry of
Communications Meeting: Chief
Justice Ejei man ransparen
regarding restricted internet access and
the "privileged" Internet Pro service.

o Economic Commission Oversight:
Deputy Chairman Mehdi Toghyani

presented the first comprehensive report

on industrial damage, noting that 18% of
national transactions have been lost due
to war-related stagnation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Strategic Patience
Tehran appears to be betting on the
"economic collapse" of its adversaries before
its own industrial base reaches a breaking
point. By framing the conflict as a "war of
wills," state media is preparing the public for
a long-term engagement. The narrative

emphasizes that while Iran has suffered

damage to 500 units, the U.S. is suffering from
a $37 billion hit to its retail sector and
unsustainable energy costs. This "cost-
exchange" calculation is the primary driver of
Iranian strategy.

Hybrid Logistical Realignment The war has
forced an abrupt end to the "Dubai-centric"
trade model for Iran. The government is now
fast-tracking northern rail and sea corridors
through Sarakhs and the Caspian. This shift is
not merely a war-time necessity but is being
framed as a permanent architectural change
in regional trade, intended to isolate the UAE
and Saudi Arabia from Iranian supply chains.

State-Led Information Control and Social
Cohesion The "72 nights" of continuous
public gatherings are used to demonstrate
social resilience, yet the underlying tensions
regarding internet access and "Internet Pro"
indicate a fragile domestic consensus. The
Judiciary’s skepticism toward "White Lines"
suggests that even within the elite, there is
concern that war-time emergency measures
are being used to create permanent digital
hierarchies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
continued
hoarders and petrochemical middlemen to
prevent a ‘'secondary shock" to the
domestic market. The release of US oil
reserves may temporarily cap prices, but
fears of a physical supply shock will likely
keep Brent above $100.

rackdown n in rial
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* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Trump’s
upcoming visit to China will be a critical
juncture; Iranian analysts believe he will
negotiate from a position of weakness.
Domestically, Iran will likely decentralize
its economic governance, giving provincial
governors more authority to bypass central
bureaucracies for imports.

* Long Term (1-5 Years): If the Hormuz
closure persists or becomes the "new
normal," the regional security architecture
will permanently shift away from US-
guaranteed maritime safety toward a model
where Iran and Oman dictate transit terms.
This would likely lead to the obsolescence
of UAE ports as the primary hubs for
Iranian transit.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The international community  must
recognize that Iran views the Strait of
Hormuz closure as a legitimate defensive
toll for "war reparations," complicating any
diplomatic "return to status quo."

* The discovery of clandestine assets in Iraq
(e.g., the Najaf airstrip) suggests a
deepening shadow war that risks pulling
Iraqi sovereign institutions into the conflict.

e Shift in diplomatic focus: The "Islamabad
negotiations" between the US and Iran are
increasingly seen as the only viable exit
ramp, as military attempts to open the
Strait have proven unsuccessful.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Trade routes involving
Jebel Ali or other UAE ports are at high risk
of permanent disruption as Iran shifts its

"logistical gravity" northward.

* Energy Volatility: Release of strategic
reserves has limited effect; long-term
contracts should price in a minimum $100
floor as long as the Hormuz '"regime
change" in transit persists.

Regulatory Compliance: Companies

operating in Iran must prepare for "war-
time accounting" measures, including the
use of state-mandated settlement bonds
and potential tolls for maritime transit.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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