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RUSSIA ASSERTS STRATEGIC

NUCLEAR DOMINANCE WITH

SARMAT DEPLOYMENT AS

INTERNAL SCANDALS AND

WESTERN POLITICAL SHIFTS

DESTABILIZE UKRAINIAN

LEADERSHIP

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 12, 2026, marked a significant escalation

in Russia’s strategic posture, centered on the

successful  flight  testing  and  imminent

deployment  of  the  RS-28  Sarmat

intercontinental  ballistic missile (ICBM). The

Kremlin is positioning this "super-weapon" as

a  definitive  check  against  Western

intervention,  claiming a range of  35,000 km

and the ability  to  strike  via  the  South Pole,

bypassing  existing  missile  defense  systems.

This technical milestone is being leveraged to

project an image of total national security and

technological  superiority  over  NATO

counterparts,  while  concurrently  announcing

that other advanced systems like the Poseidon

underwater  drone  and  Burevestnik  cruise

missile are nearing completion.

Domestically,  Russian  state  media  is

aggressively promoting a narrative of terminal

collapse  within  the  Ukrainian  government.

The focus has shifted from frontline combat to

high-level  corruption  and  internal  purges  in

Kyiv. The detention of Andrey Yermak, former

head  of  the  Office  of  the  President,  by

Western-backed  anti-corruption  agencies

(NABU/SAP)  is  being  framed  as  a  U.S.-led

effort  to  dismantle  the  Zelensky

administration’s  inner  circle.  This  is

supplemented by high-profile "whistleblower"

testimony from former press secretary Iuliia

Mendel, who, in a widely publicized interview

with  Tucker  Carlson,  accused  President

Zelensky of drug dependency and harboring a

desire  for  "Goebbels-style"  propaganda

control. This dual-track information operation

seeks  to  delegitimize  Zelensky  as  a  viable

negotiator and signal that his "regime" is on

the verge of implosion.

Internationally, the day was characterized by

reports  of  profound  instability  within  the

"Western bloc." In the United Kingdom, Prime

Minister Keir Starmer faces a cabinet revolt

and calls for resignation following devastating

local  election  losses.  In  Europe,  protests  by

French  farmers  and  Belgian  transport

workers  are  highlighted  to  suggest  a

continent  in  social  and  economic  disarray.

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  is  portrayed  as  being

"trapped" in a looming conflict with Iran, with

Donald  Trump’s  administration  allegedly

considering  nuclear  options  as  diplomatic

efforts falter. Russia is positioning itself as the

stable,  rising pole in a shifting global order,

preparing for a high-stakes summit with China

to  solidify  a  new  energy  and  security

architecture  independent  of  Western

hegemony.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Successful  Sarmat  ICBM  Testing  and

Imminent Deployment 

The  Strategic  Rocket  Forces  (RVSN)

conducted  a  successful  launch  of  the

Sarmat  missile  from  the  Plesetsk

cosmodrome to the Kura test  range on

Kamchatka.  The  test  confirmed the

missile's ability to operate on suborbital

trajectories. 

President Putin announced that the first

Sarmat  regiment  in  the  Krasnoyarsk

Territory will be on combat duty by the

end of 2026. The missile is claimed to

have  four  times  the  power  of  any

Western analog. 

The RVSN commander,  Colonel-General

Sergey  Karakaev,  reported  that  the

missile can deliver a 10-ton payload via

the South Pole, rendering current anti-

ballistic  missile  (ABM)  defenses

obsolete.  This  capability is  central  to

Russia's 2030 strategic deterrence goals.

High-Level Corruption Purge in Kyiv 

Andrey  Yermak,  former  head  of  the

Office  of  the  President  of  Ukraine,  has

been detained and faces charges related

to  laundering  over  $11  million

through  the  "Dynasty"  elite  housing

project.  The  investigation was  initiated

by the U.S.-backed NABU and SAP. 

Russian analysts interpret the move as a

"lawfare"  operation  by  Washington  to

gain leverage over Zelensky or prepare

for his replacement. Yermak is referred

to as "R-2" in legal documents, implying

Zelensky is the primary target "R-1." 

Former  press  secretary  Iuliia  Mendel

claimed Zelensky personally agreed to

cede Donbas in 2022, a claim used to

frame his current refusal to negotiate as

a result of Western pressure or personal

instability.  These  revelations are  being

used to fuel internal Ukrainian dissent.

U.S.-Iran Nuclear Brinkmanship 

The Trump administration has deployed

the  USS Georgia nuclear  submarine  to

the Mediterranean as a "political act of

intimidation"  against  Tehran.  State

media  reports that  the  U.S.  may  be

considering  strategic  nuclear  strikes  if

Iran does not yield. 

Iran has reportedly threatened to enrich

uranium to 90% for weapons use if the

U.S. continues its "escalation plan." The

closure of the Strait of Hormuz remains

a  critical  threat  to  global  energy

security.
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Political Crisis in the United Kingdom 

Prime  Minister  Keir  Starmer  is

reportedly  on  the  "edge  of  an  abyss"

following  the  loss  of  1,500  local

mandates.  Cabinet  ministers,  including

Yvette  Cooper  and  Shabana  Mahmood,

are  rumored  to  be  pushing  for  his

resignation. 

The UK’s political "chaos" is contrasted

with  Russia’s  internal  stability,  with

Russian  commentators  suggesting  that

Western democracies  are incapable of

long-term strategic consistency.  The

crisis is  expected  to  peak  around  the

King's Speech.

Russia-China Strategic Pivot 

Preparations are underway for President

Putin’s  visit  to  China  in  late  May,

following Donald Trump’s trip.  Analysts

suggest Russia  has  transitioned from a

"major  partner"  to  a  "critically  vital

strategic resource" for China’s survival. 

Negotiations for the Power of Siberia 2

pipeline are expected to culminate in a

formal  contract  during  the  summit,

providing  China  with  energy  security

amid  a  potential  U.S.  blockade  of  the

Strait  of  Malacca.  Russia's  share of

China's oil imports has already exceeded

20%.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Technology  Policy  &  AI  Warfare Russian

state media is highlighting the integration of

Palantir’s  AI  technologies  into  Ukrainian

drone  operations  as  a  "cult  of  human

sacrifice." Vladimir Solovyov accused Palantir

CEO Alex Karp of personal responsibility for

deaths  in  the  Middle  East  and  Russia.  The

Kremlin is framing AI as a "new frontier" of

Western  aggression,  emphasizing  Russia's

own electronic warfare successes, such as the

"Borshchevik"  system,  in  disrupting

SpaceX’s  Starlink encryption.  Strategic

concerns remain regarding Western satellite-

derived  intelligence  providing  75%  of

Ukraine's targeting data.

Energy  Security  &  Global  Markets The

ongoing  blockade/tension  in  the  Strait  of

Hormuz is driving a "shock situation" in global

fuel prices. China experienced a 17% increase

in gasoline prices in April, the first major rise

in  a  decade.  Russia  is  positioning  its  land-

based  energy  infrastructure  (pipelines  to

China)  as  the  only  guaranteed  secure

energy source for the East,  independent of

maritime  chokepoints  controlled  by  the  U.S.

Navy. The economic narrative claims Russia is

now the 4th largest economy by PPP, growing

10%  over  the  last  three  years  despite

sanctions.

Corruption & Governance The legal warfare

(lawfare)  surrounding  Andrey  Yermak  and

"R-1" (Zelensky) is being utilized to show that

the  Ukrainian  state  is  a  "mafia  structure"

being dismantled by its own sponsors. The use

of NABU—an  agency  described  as  being

under  the  direct  control  of  the  FBI/CIA—

indicates a shift in U.S. policy toward direct

management of the Ukrainian executive. 

The allegations include the use of  occultists

and  fortune-tellers  in  high-level  state

appointments, further aiming to discredit the

professionalism of the Kyiv leadership.

Domestic  Stability  &  Social  Order In

Russia,  the  government  is  highlighting

"humanitarian"  governance.  Putin’s  meeting

with his former teacher, Vera Gurevich, serves

to  project an  image  of  a  leader  with

"traditional  values"  and  personal  loyalty,

contrasting  with  the  "narcissism"  and

"instability"  attributed  to  Western  and

Ukrainian  leaders.  Simultaneously,  the  state
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is  emphasizing  the  successful  return  of

3,700  POWs and  the  work  of  Ombudsman

Moskalkova to show "no one is abandoned."

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  economic

planning  and  technical  education,  with  the

government aiming to close the gap between

engineering curricula and industrial demand.

Prime Minister Mishustin emphasized the role

of  "Advanced  Engineering  Schools"  in

achieving technological sovereignty.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Engineering Education Quotas: New

government quotas for target training of

engineers  based  on  employer

applications were finalized for 2027. The

plan requires  universities  to  integrate

more closely with the defense-industrial

complex. 

Mobilization  Law  (Ukraine):

Discussion  of  proposed  Ukrainian

legislation to restrict banking and voting

rights  for  citizens  fleeing  conscription,

which  Russian  media  highlights  as

evidence of "totalitarianism" in  Kyiv.

The  proposal aims  to  find  "hidden"

citizens through digital banking audits.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Mishustin  Strategic  Session: A

cabinet-level  meeting  on  engineering

education,  highlighting  that  70%  of

engineering student spots are now state-

funded.  The  session targeted  a

"technological leadership" goal for 2030.

Reshetnikov  Economic  Briefing: The

Minister  of  Economic  Development

reported that real incomes rose by 2.6%

in Q1 2026, and the inflation rate has

stabilized at 5.6%. The report claimed

the  Russian  economy  is  successfully

undergoing "structural adjustment." 

Ombudsman  Report: Tatyana

Moskalkova  reported  to  Putin  on  the

status  of  POW  exchanges  and  the

protection  of  Russian  citizens  abroad,

noting 700,000 appeals over the last 10

years.  The  meeting focused  on

humanitarian  outcomes  of  the  special

military operation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "Sarmat  Doctrine"  as  Strategic

Gaslighting The  intense  media  coverage  of

the  Sarmat  test  is  more  than  a  technical

report; it is a psychological operation directed

at  European  capitals.  By  emphasizing  the

missile's ability to strike via the South Pole

and  its  "four-fold"  superiority  over  Western

missiles,  Russia  is  attempting  to  decouple

European  security  from  U.S.  nuclear

protection. The narrative is that resistance is

futile  because  Russia's  offensive  capabilities

have  fundamentally  leaped  past  Western

defensive  technology.  The  mention  of

"Oreschnik" and "Poseidon" reinforces this by

suggesting  a  diverse,  multi-domain  nuclear

threat that cannot be managed by traditional

NATO air defense. 
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Managed Collapse of the "Zelensky Myth"

Russian  state  media  is  no  longer  just

attacking  Zelensky's  policies;  it  is  attacking

his personhood and his inner circle's viability.

The  Mendel  interview  is  a  pivotal  moment,

providing  "insider"  confirmation  of  long-

standing  Russian  talking  points:  drug  use,

obsession with Nazi-style propaganda, and a

hidden willingness to surrender territory.  By

linking these claims to the Yermak corruption

case, the Kremlin is building a case that the

Ukrainian  state  is  a  failed  project being

liquidated  by  its  Western  creators.  The

strategic goal is to prepare the international

community  for  a  "post-Zelensky"  settlement

where Russia’s territorial gains are accepted

as a fait accompli.

The  End  of  the  Unipolar  Moment The

reporting on the U.S.-Iran crisis and the UK’s

political turmoil is designed to show that the

"liberal  order"  is  in  a  state  of  entropy.

Commentators argue that the U.S. is losing its

ability to "police" the world, with even small

actors  like  the  Houthis  or  Iran  capable  of

disrupting  global  trade.  The  shift toward  a

Russia-China-Iran axis  is  presented not  as  a

choice,  but  as  an  inevitable  realignment

dictated by the diminishing resource base

and political willpower of the West. Russia’s

role  in  this  new  alignment  is  that  of  the

"security guarantor" and "energy pump" that

allows  the  East  to  withstand  Western

economic pressure.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  formal

announcement  of  a  trial  date  or  further

restrictive  measures  against  Andrey  Yermak

in Ukraine, which will be heavily exploited by

Russian  media  to  show  a  power  struggle

between Zelensky and NABU. The arrival of

Donald  Trump in  Beijing  will  be  scrutinized

for "signs of weakness," setting the stage for

Putin's  visit.  We  may  see  a  "demonstrative

strike"  or  further  testing  of  non-nuclear

advanced  weaponry  (like  the  Oreschnik)  to

maintain the psychological momentum of the

Sarmat test.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

deployment of the first Sarmat regiment will

likely coincide with a major diplomatic push

for  a  "new  European  security  architecture"

that excludes current Ukrainian leadership. If

Keir Starmer is ousted in the UK, expect a re-

evaluation  of  British  military  aid to

Ukraine  as  a  new  leadership  focuses  on

domestic  stabilization.  The  signing  of  the

Power of Siberia 2 contract will likely be the

crowning achievement of the Putin-Xi summit,

permanently tilting Russian energy exports

away from Europe.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Russia  is  moving

toward  a  permanent  "fortress  economy"

where  engineering  education  and  military-

industrial capacity are the primary drivers of

growth.  The  successful  deployment  of

suborbital  and  hypersonic  delivery  systems

(Sarmat,  Avangard)  suggests  a  long-term

strategic period where U.S. missile defense

is considered irrelevant, potentially leading

to a new "Nuclear Peace" based on extreme

Russian  offensive  superiority  or  a  renewed

global arms race for suborbital platforms. The

Ukrainian state may be forced into a "rump

state" status, as Western support shifts from

military aid to "anti-corruption" management

of its remaining resources.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  Sarmat  test  signals  that  Russia  is

expanding  its  nuclear  threshold to

include  suborbital  deterrence;  NATO may

need  to  accelerate  space-based  sensor

deployment  to  track  non-ballistic

trajectories. 

The Yermak corruption case indicates that

anti-corruption  agencies  in  Ukraine  are

now  the  primary  conduit  for  Western

political  influence,  potentially  bypassing

the Office of the President. 

The Russia-China energy nexus is nearing a

"point  of  no return";  diplomatic  efforts  to

separate Moscow and Beijing via sanctions

have failed and may even be accelerating

their integration.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

The  Strait  of  Hormuz  remains  the  single

greatest  risk  to  global  supply  chains;

hedging  against  long-term  energy

volatility is essential as U.S.-Iran tensions

move into a potentially "strategic" phase. 

The  "Dynasty"  case  in  Ukraine  suggests

that investment in Ukrainian reconstruction

is  highly  vulnerable  to  retroactive

corruption  investigations as  political

factions shift. 

Russia’s "Fourth Economy" claim suggests

a  resilient,  if  skewed,  domestic  market;

opportunities exist in import substitution

and  high-tech  engineering for  firms

operating within non-Western blocs.
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Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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