
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
ALJAZ

M A Y  1 3 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S

MEDIA

TRENDS

ALJAZ

M A Y  1 3 ,  2 0 2 6

A GLOBAL ORDER IN FLUX: HIGH-

STAKES DIPLOMACY IN BEIJING

AMIDST REGIONAL WARS AND

ENERGY FRAGILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May  13,  2026,  marks  a  pivotal  moment  in

global  geopolitics  as  U.S.  President  Donald

Trump arrives in Beijing for the first visit by a

U.S. president in nearly a decade, seeking a

"deal-making"  victory  to  offset  mounting

domestic  economic pain.  The summit  occurs

against a backdrop of severe global instability,

characterized by a stalled ceasefire in the Iran

war and  a  resulting  energy  crisis  that  has

forced the International Energy Agency (IEA)

to warn of record-paced depletion of global oil

stocks.  The  administration  is  attempting  to

leverage its perceived military success in the

Middle East to extract trade concessions from

China,  even  as  Beijing  demonstrates  a  rare

act of defiance by ordering its companies to

ignore  U.S.  sanctions  regarding  Iranian  oil

imports.

The convergence of crises extends beyond the

U.S.-China  rivalry.  In  the  Middle  East,  the

Lebanon-Israel  ceasefire  has  effectively

collapsed  in  all  but  name,  with  systematic

demolitions of southern Lebanese towns and

an  intensification  of  air  strikes.

Simultaneously,  the  United  Kingdom faces  a

governance vacuum as Prime Minister Keir

Starmer fights  for  political  survival  amidst

threatened  cabinet  resignations following

disastrous local election results. This domestic

fragility in Western powers contrasts sharply

with a rising "East" that Beijing portrays as a

stable  and  reliable  partner to  the  Global

South, further complicating the U.S. effort to

maintain global hegemony.

Furthermore, the day is marked by a dramatic

breakdown  of  the  rule  of  law  in  the

Philippines, where a shootout occurred within

the Senate as authorities attempted to arrest

an  ICC-wanted  senator.  This  suggests  a

broader trend where established international

legal frameworks are being openly challenged

by domestic political elites. Across all theaters

—from  the  drone-saturated  battlefields  of

Sudan to  the  trade-war  skirmishes  in  Latin

America—the traditional security architecture

is being replaced by transactional power plays

and asymmetric  warfare,  leaving civilians to

bear the harrowing humanitarian costs.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Beijing  Summit  and  U.S.-China

Strategic Rivalry 

President  Trump  arrived  in  Beijing

accompanied by a delegation of "billionaire

titans," including Elon Musk, Tim Cook, and

Jensen  Huang,  aiming  to  open  Chinese

markets and secure a "Board of Trade" to

monitor commerce.

Beijing is seeking stability in tariffs and a

reduction in tech restrictions on advanced

chips, while emphasizing that the "East is

rising" and the "West is waning."
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China  has  implemented  a  new  law

forbidding  its  companies  from  complying

with  U.S.  unilateral  sanctions,  specifically

targeting  "Teapot"  refineries  accused  of

buying Iranian oil.

The issue of  Taiwan remains a dangerous

flashpoint,  with  Trump  signaling  he  will

discuss  pending  U.S.  arms  sales  despite

Chinese opposition.

Global  Energy  Crisis  and  the  Iran  War

Standoff 

The IEA reports that global oil supply will

fall  by  3.9  million  barrels  a  day for  the

remainder of the year due to the Strait of

Hormuz closure.

Iran  has  significantly  broadened  its

maritime  control,  claiming  to  have

expanded its definition of the Strait tenfold,

effectively maintaining a blockade on 20%

of global crude flows.

The U.S. Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth is

requesting  a  record  $1.5  trillion  budget,

described  as  a  "war  fighting  budget,"

representing a 44% increase to sustain the

conflict posture.

U.S. inflation has hit nearly 4%, with two-

thirds  of  Americans  reporting  financial

stress  from high  gas  prices  linked  to  the

war.

Collapse of the Lebanon-Israel Ceasefire 

Lebanon’s  National  Council  for  Scientific

Research  reports  over  10,000  homes

destroyed or  damaged  by  Israeli  forces

since the April ceasefire began.

Israeli  troops  are  conducting  systematic

demolitions in occupied southern Lebanese

cities  like  Bint  Jbeil,  rendering  them

uninhabitable for returning civilians.

Direct  negotiations  are  scheduled  in

Washington,  but  Hezbollah  rejects  the

talks, citing a focus on disarmament rather

than a full withdrawal.

Constitutional Crisis and Violence in the

Philippines 

Gunfire broke out in the Philippine Senate

building  as  police  attempted  to  serve  an

ICC  arrest  warrant for  Senator  Ronald

"Bato" Dela Rosa.

Duterte allies  in the Senate have granted

Dela Rosa protective custody, claiming the

ICC lacks sovereignty over the country.

President Bongbong Marcos Jr. has denied

that the shots came from the government

side,  while  the  building  remains  under

lockdown.

British Governance in Crisis 

Health  Secretary  Wes  Streeting  is

reportedly preparing to resign to mount a

leadership  challenge  against  Prime

Minister Keir Starmer.

King  Charles  III  delivered  the  State

Opening  of  Parliament speech  amidst

rumors that  Starmer’s  authority  has been

"shot to ribbons."

Polls indicate that 53% of the British public

want  Starmer  to  resign  following  local

election losses.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security and Economic Resilience

The global economy is reeling from the energy

price shock caused by the Iran conflict. While

China  remains  "anti-fragile"  due  to  its  60%

renewable  energy  mix  and  large  reserves,

smaller developing nations in Southeast Asia

and  Africa are  facing  severe  demand
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destruction.  In the U.S.,  the administration’s

narrative that inflation will drop to 1.5% once

the war ends is being met with skepticism as

current  prices  force  shifts  in  consumer

behavior and industrial output.

Rule of Law and Legal Warfare (Lawfare)

The standoff in  the  Philippines  represents  a

profound challenge to the ICC's authority. By

using the Senate as a "sanctuary" for wanted

individuals,  the  Philippine  legislature  is

creating a precedent that crosses a historical

threshold for  institutional  defiance.

Simultaneously, Israel's parliament has passed

a  law  allowing  for  the  death  penalty  and

public  trials for  Palestinians,  a  move human

rights groups say undermines the right to a

fair trial.

National Security and Military Technology

Drones  have  become  the  "new  AK-47s" in

modern conflict, particularly in Sudan, where

they  now cause  80% of  civilian  deaths.  The

proliferation of cheap, locally-produced drone

technology  is  catalyzing  geographic

fragmentation,  making  future  peace

agreements  nearly  impossible  as  smaller

militias gain disproportionate leverage. In the

U.S., the shift toward a "war fighting budget"

indicates  a  long-term commitment  to  "great

power competition" rather than peacekeeping.

Trade  and  Digital  Sovereignty The  U.S.-

China rivalry is moving beyond simple tariffs

into  the  commanding  heights  of  technology,

specifically  AI  and  semiconductors.  China’s

dominance  in  rare  earth  minerals  (70%  of

world production) acts  as a "trump card" in

negotiations.  The  U.S.  effort  to  "de-risk"

supply chains is struggling against the reality

that it remains 90% dependent on China for

critical  minerals needed for both automotive

and defense sectors.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day's  legislative  activity  focused  on

massive  increases  in  defense  spending  and

the  assertion  of  domestic  authority  over

international  legal  mandates.  Governments

are  prioritizing  economic  and  national

security  laws to  combat  the volatility  of  the

current global environment.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED 

U.S.  Defense  Budget  Request: A

proposal for a $1.5 trillion Pentagon budget

to  increase  lethality  and  survivability  of

U.S. forces.

Israeli  Special  Military  Tribunal  Law:

Legislation  passed  to  impose  the  death

penalty on  Palestinians  accused  in  the

October 7 attacks.

UK Legislative Agenda: 35 proposed bills

in  the  King’s  Speech focusing  on  energy

security,  economic  growth,  and  police

reform.

Argentina University Financing Law: A

law  guaranteeing  increased  funding  that

President  Milei  has  blocked  through

austerity measures.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS 

Pete Hegseth House Testimony: The U.S.

Defense  Secretary  argued  that  tactical

successes must not become a strategic loss

during negotiations with Iran.

Trump  Beijing  Arrival  Statement:

Trump emphasized that trade is the focus,

but "along talk" on Iran is inevitable.

UN  Security  Council  Briefing: Reports

that  a  draft  resolution  on  the  Strait  of

Hormuz now has 112 co-sponsors, though a

Russian/Chinese veto remains likely.
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Hakan Fidan-Qatari  Talks: The  Turkish

Foreign  Minister  warned  that  the  Strait

should not be used as a weapon.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Erosion of  International Norms and

Hegemony The  day  highlights  a  significant

shift  from  a  U.S.-led  unipolar  world  to  a

multipolar,  "westless"  reality.  China’s  open

order to defy U.S. sanctions signals a historic

landmark where Beijing no longer fears U.S.

geoeconomic tools. This trend is echoed in the

Philippines' rejection of the ICC and the U.N.'s

inability  to  pass  meaningful  resolutions  on

maritime  security  due  to  bloc  politics.

Analysts  suggest  we  are  witnessing  the

"passing of empire," where the U.S. struggles

to  maintain  the  benefits  of  its  global

deployment without the willingness to pay the

escalating costs.

The  Normalization  of  Perpetual  Warfare

War  is  no  longer  seen  as  a  temporary

interruption  of  the  status  quo  but  as  a

permanent fixture of governance and profit. In

the  U.S.,  defense  stocks  are  reaping  record

revenues from conflicts in Gaza, Ukraine, and

Iran. This "Business of War" has infiltrated the

federal government to the point where "great

power  competition"  is  an  ambiguous  lens

designed  to  ensure  defense  contracts  never

end. Similarly,  in Israel,  the "Greater Israel"

movement has moved from the fringes to the

mainstream,  using  media  to  normalize  the

idea of permanent occupation and expansion

into Lebanon and Syria.

Asymmetric Escalation and Humanitarian

Abandonment From  the  use  of  dirt  wall

"berms"  to  trap  civilians in  Al-Fashir  to  the

"double tap" strikes on Lebanese paramedics,

warfare  is  becoming increasingly  brutal  and

decentralized.  The  rise  of  military

fragmentation in  Sudan,  fueled  by  drones,

suggests that international mediation is failing

because  it  focuses  on  national  actors  while

ignoring  hyperlocal  conflict  drivers.  This

results  in  a  "race to  the bottom" where the

world's  largest  humanitarian  crises fail  to

permeate  the  agendas  of  global  leaders

preoccupied with trade and tech dominance.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) 

A  likely  leadership  contest  in  the  UK

Labour  Party if  Wes  Streeting  resigns,

potentially  leaving  the  country  with  a

caretaker  government  during  a  period  of

high international tension.

Continued deadly Israeli strikes in Lebanon

designed  to  maximize  "military  pressure"

ahead  of  the  Washington  negotiations,

risking a  full  withdrawal  of  the  Lebanese

delegation.

Further instability in the Philippines as the

Senate  standoff  potentially  triggers  a

constitutional  showdown  between  the

legislature  and  the  executive/national

police.

Medium Term (1-6 Months) 

Global  oil  supply  deficits will  persist

regardless of a diplomatic breakthrough in

Beijing, leading to further price spikes and

potential  "industrialized  demand

destruction"  (factory  closures)  in  Europe

and Asia.

The  U.S.  midterm  elections  will  heavily

influence Trump’s posture, likely resulting

in "optics-focused" agreements with China

that  lack  long-term  structural

implementation.
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A likely  Russian  and  Chinese  veto of  the

Hormuz resolution,  solidifying  the  Strait's

new status quo under Iranian discretion.

Long Term (1-5 Years) 

The overtaking of the U.S. by China as the

world's  primary  economic  powerhouse,

driven by  superior  growth rates  (5-9% vs

2%)  and  dominance  in  renewable  energy

and tech supply chains.

The  transformation  of  drones  into  the

primary tool for non-state actors, leading to

permanent  geographic  and  military

fragmentation in  regions like the Horn of

Africa.

A structural shift away from the U.S. dollar

in the Global South as nations seek to avoid

the  "weaponization  of  finance"  evidenced

by U.S. sanctions regimes.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy 

Recognize  the  failure  of  top-down

mediation in  fragmented  conflicts  like

Sudan;  policy  must  shift  to  engage

hyperlocal power brokers and address land-

access grievances.

Accept  that  military  "overmatch"  is  no

longer  attainable in  the  Indo-Pacific;

strategic focus should shift  to asymmetric

partnerships  and  "de-risking"  rather  than

direct containment.

Establish  multilateral  "Board  of  Trade"

mechanisms  independent  of  the  U.S.

executive to  provide  market  stability

against  "madman"  style  unpredictable

diplomacy.

For Private Sector/Investors 

Supply Chain Risk: High dependency on

Chinese  rare  earth  magnets  and

pharmaceuticals (25% of  U.S.  ingredients)

remains  a  critical  vulnerability.

Diversification must be a 10-year priority.

Regulatory  Compliance: Multinational

firms operating in China face an impossible

choice between U.S. sanctions and Chinese

"anti-sanction"  orders,  requiring  robust

legal ring-fencing of regional operations.

Energy  Costs: Investors  should  hedge

against persistent oil deficits through 2027,

as supply recovery is projected to be slow

even in the event of a ceasefire.

ABOUT THIS REPORT
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analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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