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Conflict transitioned ~ Unprecedented ~ TRUMP PIVOTS TO

Precarious Iran faces severe Regional security
Regional War to ECONOMIC & Global Energy ~ BEUING (First visitin  domestic instability  architecture fractured with
(Iran, Israel, US) MARITIME WAR Disruptions & 9 years) to pressure masked by 75-DAY TOTAL  secret Saudi/UAE strikes
entering Month 3. centered on IRAN'S ~ Western Inflation. ~ China for leverage  INTERNET BLACKOUT  on Iran and new Israel-
Fragile Ceasefire. HORMUZ BLOCKADE. over Tehran. & judicial executions.  UAE alliances forming.

THE CORE CONFLICT: HORMUZ BLOCKADE & REGIONAL ESCALATION

ISRAEL:
- Strikes Hezbollah

Arrests
(Bubiyan Island).

US/ISRAEL: Continuing “defensive” &
strikes & maritime pressure.
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SAUDI ARABIA & UAE:
“Hidden” direct attacks

TRUMP’S STRATEGIC PIVOT
& GLOBAL ECONOMIC IMPACT

TRUMP-XI SUMMIT:
War & Taiwan on agenda.
US pressuring China to
use economic leverage.

US INFLATION SURGES:
Gasoline prices rise due to
blockade, impacting
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on Iranian facilities
(e.g., Lavan Island).

wv
¥

4

Mohammad Abbasi (protests)

IRAN’S INTERNAL CRISIS:
“DIGITAL SIEGE” & JUDICIAL TERROR

75-DAY TOTAL
INTERNET BLACKOUT:
“"War Footing" measure,
New “Special Council for
Cyberspace"
institutionalizing "Digital
Siege" & tiered access.
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CHINA NAVIGATES JUDICIAL EXECUTIONS: HUMANITARIAN
BLOCKADE: Ehsan Efreshteh (spying) & CATASTROPHE:

4 million Afghan

domestic approval. passes carrying oil. executed to maintain control. migrants facing crisis.
DEEP DIVE: STRATEGIC FORESIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS
TRENDS & THEMES (SHORT/MEDIUM/LONG TERM) & IMPLICATIONS

COLLAPSE OF DETERRENCE:
Arab states pursue “strategic
autonomy,” direct kinetic action
(KSA/UAE).

INSTITUTIONALIZING
“DIGITAL SIEGE™:

Iran ending open web era,
information rationing.

ECONOMICS OF “LONG WAR":
Race between US electoral
pressure & Iranian regime stability
(bolstered by Pakistan/China).
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SHORT (1-4 WEEKS):
Potential ceasefire breakdown if Trump-Xi
fails. More Iranian harassment & executions.

== MEDIUM (1-6 MONTHS):
US may re-label ops to bypass War
Powers Act. KSA/UAE-Israel security ties
deepen. Volatile oil markets.

LONG (1-5 YEARS):

Strategic shift to Red Sea/Med ports.
Iran as permanent military-junta with
“National Intranet.” NPT collapse risk &
regional nuclear proliferation.

INTERNATIONAL POLICY:

 Reform security architecture
(de-confliction).

« Increase maritime protection
& mine-sweeping.

« Develop digital human rights
tools to bypass intranets.

PRIVATE SECTOR/INVESTORS:
« Accelerate supply chain
diversification (Saudi/Turkey routes).
* Prepare for regulatory risk &
anti-proxy laws (UK/EU).
 Expect permanent increase in
insurance & maritime costs.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape on May 13,
2026, is dominated by the precarious state of
a regional war involving Iran, Israel, and the
United States, now entering its third month.
While a fragile ceasefire is technically in
place, the conflict has transitioned into an
economic and maritime war centered on
Iran's continued blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz. This blockade has caused
unprecedented disruptions to global energy
supplies and  exacerbated inflationary
pressures in the West, forcing President
Donald Trump to travel to Beijing for his first
visit in nine years. Although Trump publicly
claims he does not need Chinese assistance to
resolve the Iran crisis, his administration is
privately pressuring Beijing to use its
significant economic leverage over Tehran to
force the reopening of the waterway.

Internally, the Islamic Republic is facing
severe domestic instability, masked by a 75-

day total internet blackout. The regime has

accelerated a campaign of judicial executions,
targeting security and political prisoners to
maintain control through terror as the
economy teeters on the brink of collapse.
Simultaneously, regional dynamics are shifting
rapidly; reports have surfaced of direct Saudi
and UAE military strikes against Iranian
targets during the peak of the conflict,
signaling a breakdown in the previous
decade's "fragile coexistence" between Iran
and its Arab neighbors. The security
architecture of the Persian Gulf is being
rewritten, with new alliances forming
between Israel and the UAE, while Saudi
Arabia and Qatar attempt to balance through
third-party mediation via Turkey and Pakistan.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trump’s Strategic Pivot to Beijing

* President Trump arrived in China for high-
stakes talks with Xi Jinping, with the war
with Iran and the Taiwan status quo at the
top of the agenda.

Despite Trump’s dismissal of economic
concerns, US inflation has surged as
gasoline prices rise due to the Hormuz
blockade, impacting his domestic approval
ratings.

* China has successfully navigated the
blockade for its own tankers, with a third
Chinese vessel carrying 2 million barrels of
oil passing through the Strait since the war
began.

The Strait of Hormuz Blockade and
Economic Warfare

e I[ran continues to use the Strait as its
primary strategic weapon, demanding the
lifting of all sanctions and the return of
frozen assets as a precondition for
reopening.
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* Regional states are urgently seeking
alternative energy routes to bypass the
Strait, though experts warn these
transitions will take years to implement.

* Western intelligence assessments indicate
Iran retains 70% to 90% of its missile and
drone capabilities despite heavy US and
Israeli bombardment.

Regional Military Escalation and

"Hidden" Attacks

e Reports from Reuters and the Wall Street
Journal confirm that Saudi Arabia and the
UAE launched direct attacks on Iranian
facilities, including Lavan Island, during
the conflict.

e Kuwait has arrested four IRGC members

attempting to infiltrate Bubiyan Island,
highlighting the persistent threat of
maritime sabotage.

* Israel continues "defensive" air strikes in
Lebanon, destroying financial
infrastructure linked to Hezbollah despite
the regional ceasefire.

Iran’s Internal Crisis and Judicial Terror

* The judicial system has executed Ehsan
Efreshteh on charges of spying for Israel
and Mohammad Abbasi for his role in the
2025 protests.

* The total internet shutdown has reached its
75th day, with the government claiming it
is a necessary measure for a "war footing."

* The humanitarian situation for four million
Afghan migrants in Iran has turned
"catastrophic" as aid organizations
withdraw and work permits are revoked.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Digital Sovereignty and Technology Policy

* The Pezeshkian administration established
a Special Council for Cyberspace headed by
Vice  President Aref to centralize
"governance" of the restricted network.

e Critics argue this council aims to

institutionalize hierarchical internet access,
providing "white SIM cards" to regime
loyalists while maintaining the general
blackout.

* Al-generated disinformation is filling the
content vacuum created by the blackout,
complicating the ability of citizens to
distinguish real events from propaganda.

Energy Security and Critical

Infrastructure

e The blockade of the Strait has forced a re-
routing of Saudi oil through Red Sea ports,

fundamentally altering trade flows.

* Engineering experts are warning of severe
risks to Iranian residential infrastructure
following the shockwaves of heavy
munitions used in recent bombardments.

Geopolitical Power
Strategic Alignment

Dynamics and

* A clear rift has emerged in the GCC: an
Israel-UAE-Bahrain axis focused on security
integration vs. a Saudi-Qatar-Oman-Turkey
bloc seeking mediation.

» Turkey is attempting to position itself as a

replacement for the UAE in Iranian trade,

leveraging the breakdown in Tehran-Abu
Dhabi relations.
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* China continues to support Iran through

intelligence and technology, viewing the
conflict as a way to mire the US in a Middle
Eastern "quagmire."

Nuclear Policy and Non-Proliferation

* Experts warn that bombing Iran’s sites has

only delayed the program by approximately

one year, while increasing the political
resolve in Tehran to obtain a deterrent.

e Iran has shifted its strategic focus,

realizing that maritime leverage in the

Strait is currently more effective for
sanctions relief than nuclear brinkmanship.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The governance focus has shifted toward
emergency war measures and legal
frameworks for foreign interference. Major
discussions are underway regarding
international treaties and domestic security
laws.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* UK Foreign State Threat Bill: A
proposed law in the British Parliament
designed to counter threats from foreign
regimes and proxies, which may lead to the
formal designation of the IRGC as a
terrorist organization.

* Iran Cyberspace Governance Decree: A
presidential directive establishing the
Special Council for Cyberspace to manage
the national intranet during the ongoing
blackout.

* Iran-Pakistan Trade Corridor Proposal:
A strategic agreement to provide Iran with
alternative trade channels to mitigate the
impact of the US maritime blockade.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* US Senate Armed Services Committee:
Defense Secretary Hicks and the Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs testified on the $29
billion cost of the war and challenged the
administration's claims regarding Iran’s
degraded military capabilities.

Turkish-Qatari Foreign Ministry
Summit: A joint press conference in Doha
emphasizing that Hormuz must not be
weaponized and calling for unconditional
reopening.

* Iran Government Spokesperson
Briefing: Fatemeh Mohajerani defended
the internet shutdown as a security
necessity, refusing to provide a timeline for

restoration.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Regional Deterrence The
war has shattered the illusion of US-provided
deterrence in the Persian Gulf. Arab states
that previously relied on US military
umbrellas are now pursuing “strategic
autonomy," diversifying security partners to
include European powers like France and the
UK. The revelation of secret Saudi and UAE
strikes on Iran indicates that regional powers
are now willing to engage in direct kinetic
action, moving beyond the proxy wars of the
previous decades. This suggests a more
volatile "every state for itself" environment in
the near future.

Institutionalizing the "Digital Siege"
Iran’s 75-day internet blackout is no longer an
emergency measure but a governance
strategy. By creating new councils to manage
the intranet and introducing "internet classes"
(tiered access), the regime is effectively
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ending the era of the open web in Iran. This
"Digital Siege" is designed to facilitate the
"Republic of the IRGC," where information is a
rationed resource used to control the elite and
suppress the masses. The use of Al-generated
content by foreign actors further muddies the
waters, making traditional dissent more
difficult.

The Economics of the "Long War" Despite
the ceasefire, the economic war continues to
intensify. Trump’s willingness to ignore
domestic economic pain in pursuit of a
definitive win over Iran’s nuclear program is a
major gamble. Conversely, Iran’s "resistance
economy" is being bolstered by Pakistan and
China, creating a sanctions-evasion corridor
that could allow the regime to survive the
maritime blockade for several more months.
This creates a race between US electoral
pressure (due to inflation) and Iranian regime
stability (due to sanctions).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a potential
breakdown of the ceasefire if the Trump-Xi
summit fails to produce a roadmap for
Hormuz. Iran may launch harassment
operations against non-Chinese tankers to
maintain leverage. Domestically, Iran will
likely carry out more high-profile executions
to prevent a resurgence of protests during the
summit period.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US will
likely attempt to military
operations to bypass the 60-day War Powers
Act limitations, signaling a return to active
combat. Saudi Arabia and the UAE will
continue to deepen clandestine security ties
with Israel, potentially formalizing a regional
defense pact. Global oil markets will remain

re-label its

volatile as "Hormuz-risk" becomes a

permanent feature of pricing.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the blockade
persists, the strategic center of gravity in the
Middle East will shift from the Persian Gulf to
the Red Sea and Mediterranean ports. Iran’s
regime may transition into a permanent
military-junta style of governance under the
IRGC, with a fully realized "National Intranet"
that permanently severs the country from the
global internet. The NPT may face collapse as
Middle Eastern states, including Saudi Arabia,
seek their own nuclear deterrents in response
to the failed US attempt to eliminate Iran's
program via bombardment.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture Reform:
Multilateral efforts should focus on de-

conflicting regional powers directly, as
traditional US deterrence has failed to

prevent direct state-on-state  strikes
between Iran and the GCC.
e Maritime Protection: Increased

investment in mine-sweeping and escort
capabilities is required for all non-aligned

nations, as China has successfully
demonstrated that neutral flagged vessels
can still navigate restricted zones.

Digital Human Rights: Global tech
entities must develop tools to bypass
national intranets, as the Iranian model of
the 75-day blackout may become a
blueprint for other authoritarian regimes
during crises.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Diversification: Companies
reliant on energy or semiconductors from
the region must accelerate the use of
bypass routes through Saudi Arabia’s

western ports or Turkey’s rail corridors.

Regulatory Risk: Investors in the UK and

Europe must prepare for a tightening of
anti-proxy laws, which will significantly

increase compliance costs for firms with
any indirect links to Iranian state entities.

* Insurance and Maritime Costs: Expect a

. 0 hull and bi

insurance for all Persian Gulf traffic,
regardless of the status of the current
ceasefire.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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