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EXECUTIVE CORRUPTION

SCANDALS CONVERGE WITH

RECORD-SCALE RUSSIAN DRONE

OFFENSIVES AND SHIFTING

GLOBAL POWER DYNAMICS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May  13,  2026,  was  defined  by  a  critical

intersection of internal institutional decay and

external existential threats. Ukraine faced one

of the most widespread aerial drone assaults

of  the  war,  with  approximately  150  Russian

UAVs  targeting  infrastructure  from Volyn  to

Zakarpattia.  Simultaneously,  the  domestic

political landscape was rocked by the ongoing

prosecution  of  Andriy  Yermak,  the  former

Head  of  the  Office  of  the  President.  The

Higher  Anti-Corruption  Court  (VACC)

revealed sensational evidence suggesting that

key  state  appointments,  including  the

Minister  of  Health  and  SBU  officials,  were

allegedly vetted by an astrologer, signaling a

profound  crisis  in  the  country’s  executive

governance and rule of law.

On  the  international  stage,  the  diplomatic

center  of  gravity  shifted  to  Beijing  as  US

President  Donald  Trump arrived  for  a  high-

stakes  summit  with  Xi  Jinping.  This  visit

occurs amid a volatile energy market driven

by instability  in  the Strait  of  Hormuz and a

broader  European  push  for  strategic

autonomy.  Ukraine’s  Foreign  Ministry  is

leveraging  this  flux  to  propose  a

"supplementary" European diplomatic track to

complement  US-led  negotiations,  specifically

focusing on localized truces for airports and

energy  infrastructure.  The  administration

appears to be balancing a desperate need for

Western financial tranches against a growing

public  perception  of  systemic  corruption  at

the highest levels of the "Midas" circle.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Yermak/Dynasty  Corruption

Prosecution 

The VACC is currently determining a 180

million  UAH  bail for  Andriy  Yermak,

accused of laundering 460 million UAH

through  the  "Dynasty"  luxury  housing

cooperative.  Evidence  presented

indicates  that  over  70%  of  the  funds

originated  from  kickbacks  within

Energoatom.

Prosecutorial  records  from  a  seized

phone  revealed  that  Yermak  allegedly

consulted  an  astrologer,  Veronika

Anikiyevych,  for  "clearance"  on  high-

level  personnel  decisions,  including the

Prosecutor General and deputies within

the President's Office.

A former Azov soldier was detained after

throwing an egg at Yermak outside the

courtroom, reflecting rising public anger

over elite corruption during wartime.
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Massive National Aerial Offensive 

Russia  launched  139  to  150  drones

(Shahed,  Gerbera,  and  Italmas  models)

across  nearly  every  Ukrainian  region.

Casualties were reported in Kryvyi Rih,

where  a  nine-month-old  infant was

seriously injured.

For  the  first  time  in  the  conflict,  the

Zakarpattia  region  faced  a  large-scale,

coordinated  drone  attack,  signaling  a

Russian  intent  to  disrupt  deep-rear

logistics and psychological stability near

the EU border.

Strategic Shift in Peace Diplomacy 

Foreign  Minister  Andriy  Sybiha

introduced  a  proposal  for  a

"supplementary" European role in peace

talks, suggesting the EU lead on specific

humanitarian  truces  for  airports  and

energy  sites  while  the  US  retains  the

"mainstream" diplomatic lead.

Sybiha  emphasized  that  no  peace  is

possible without  the  return  of  all

deported  children,  noting  that  49

countries  have  now  joined  the  return

coalition.

Integration of Ukraine into EU Defense

Industry 

The EU officially launched the practical

phase  of  the  European  Defense

Industrial Programme (EDIP), allocating

1.5  billion  euros  through  2027.  This

allows  Ukrainian  firms  to  compete  for

contracts  and  funding  on  equal  terms

with EU companies for the first time.

Regional Instability in Romania 

The  Romanian  government  under  Ilie

Bolojan resigned following a vote of no

confidence triggered  by  economic

austerity  measures.  This  creates  a

critical  vulnerability  on  Ukraine's

southern  flank  as  the  pro-Russian/

sovereigntist AUR party gains leverage.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Corruption & Governance The Yermak case

has  transitioned from a political  rumor to  a

foundational  crisis  for  the  Zelenskyy

administration. The revelation of "astrological

vetting"  for  state  officials  suggests  a  total

degradation  of  the  civil  service  selection

process, which experts argue undermines the

legitimacy  of  all  appointments made  since

2020.  Public  trust  is  further  eroded  by

allegations that the Dynasty cooperative used

sand  taken  from  cemeteries for  its

construction,  a  detail  that  has  become  a

symbol of elite callousness.

Energy Security Ukraine is preparing for a

critically difficult winter. Regional leaders are

scrambling  to  implement  "Resilience  Plans."

In  Lviv,  the  focus  is  on  securing  110kV

substations and  deploying  block-modular

boiler  houses  to  decentralize  heating.

However, local governance failures remain a

risk;  for  example,  the  Kharkiv  city  council

reportedly used critical co-generation units as

collateral for municipal loans, threatening the

city's energy stability.

Critical Minerals & Technology Policy The

Trump-Xi  summit  in  Beijing  is  heavily

influenced by control  over  rare-earth metals

(Gallium,  Germanium).  Analysts  note  that

Ukraine's  own  untapped  rare-earth  deposits

could be a major strategic lever for Western

investment,  provided  the  security  situation
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stabilizes. Meanwhile, the EU's EDIP program

represents  a  technological  pivot,  where

Ukrainian frontline innovations in FPV drones

and  EW  are  being  codified  into  European

defense standards.

Rule  of  Law  &  Civil  Liberties The

Ombudsman's  2025 report  highlights  12,000

complaints  regarding mobilization  violations.

Reports of TCC (military recruitment) officers

seizing  phones  or  using  physical  force are

creating  a  significant  "shadow"  crisis  of

legitimacy.  Legislators  are  calling  for  an

indexation of  military pay to counter the 44

UAH/$  exchange  rate  and  combat  declining

morale.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  the

Ombudsman’s  annual  report  and  emergency

budget  amendments  required  to  unlock  EU

macro-financial  support.  Parliament  remains

sparsely  attended,  with  opposition  members

accusing the majority of paralysis in the face

of the Yermak scandal.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Resolution  15129: Acceptance  of  the

Ombudsman’s  2025  report  on  human

rights and freedoms. It passed the initial

phase  but  faced  criticism for  failing  to

hold  executive  officials  accountable  for

mobilization abuses.

2026 Budget Amendments: Crucial for

the 90 billion euro EU facility.  Debates

focused  on  directing  the  military  tax

specifically to a defense fund rather than

general expenditures.

Same-Sex  Union  Status  (Poland):

Prime  Minister  Tusk  initiated  the

recognition  of  foreign-contracted  same-

sex  marriages,  a  move  driven  by  EU

court  mandates  that  may  influence

Ukraine's future legislative alignment.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Ombudsman  Dmytro  Lubinets:

Reported that 12,142 civilians have been

wounded since the start of the full-scale

invasion, calling for a dedicated "Human

Capital Ministry."

VACC Press  Briefing: NABU  Director

Semen Kryvonos clarified that President

Zelenskyy is not a figure in the Dynasty

housing  case,  though  the  investigation

into "other persons" continues.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Degradation  of  the  Executive

Vanguard The  Yermak  prosecution  is  not

merely a corruption case; it is an exposure of

a  "parallel  government"  structure.  The

reliance on esoteric consultations (astrology)

for  statecraft  indicates  that  the  meritocratic
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and democratic  institutions of  the Ukrainian

state  were  bypassed  in  favor  of  a  closed,

highly  personalized circle.  Critics  argue this

"Yermakism"  has  hollowed  out  state

institutions,  making  them  vulnerable  to

Russian IPSSO and undermining the narrative

of a democratic Ukraine fighting an autocratic

Russia.

Weaponization of the Migration Narrative

A  sophisticated  Russian  IPSSO  is  currently

exploiting  labor  shortages.  Rumors  of  a

"flood" of Asian migrants (Pakistanis, Indians)

are being viralized on TikTok and Telegram.

Experts note the narrative links migration to

mobilization, suggesting that while Ukrainian

men  die  at  the  front,  foreigners  are  taking

their  jobs  and  country.  This  is  designed  to

spark internal  civil  unrest and distract  from

the actual economic problem: a 20% drop in

productivity compared to 2021.

The  European  Strategic  Re-alignment

With  the  Trump  administration  signaling  a

potential military withdrawal from Europe, a

new  security  architecture  is  emerging.  The

"French Nuclear Umbrella" and the expansion

of  the  EDIP  program  suggest  the  EU  is

preparing to become Ukraine’s primary long-

term security guarantor. Poland is positioning

itself as the primary technological hub, while

Ukraine transitions from a recipient of aid to a

strategic partner in defense innovation.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

The VACC's bail decision on Yermak will

likely trigger a cabinet reshuffle. If he is

detained, expect a fragmentation of his

loyalist  network within  the  MOH  and

SBU. Public protests may increase if the

bail  is  perceived as too low or if  funds

are provided by questionable sources.

Expect retaliatory Russian missile strikes

following the mass drone swarm as they

attempt to exploit gaps in the PPO (Anti-

Air) network exposed today.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

Ukraine will face a "quality vs. quantity"

hurdle in EU negotiations. The EU's "era

of reform for show" is  over,  and future

financial tranches will be strictly tied to

tangible  independence  of  NABU  and

SAP.

A significant fuel price spike (estimated

at  15-25%  for  staples  like  bread)  will

likely  occur  due  to  the  Middle  East

shipping  crisis  and  domestic  logistical

bottlenecks.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

The  militarization  of  the  EU  economy

will likely make Ukraine the continent's

largest  R&D  lab  for  autonomous

systems. If Ukraine can maintain its anti-

corruption  momentum,  it  will  become

the  anchor  of  the  NATO eastern  flank,

potentially  hosting  permanent  EU-led

defense clusters.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy

Harden  benchmarks  for  anti-corruption

compliance.  The  Yermak case  proves  that

institutional independence of NABU/SAP is

the only viable guardrail against executive

overreach.

Support  the  "supplementary"  European

track for  humanitarian truces to  preserve

critical infrastructure before winter.

Monitor  the  Romanian  political  crisis

closely  to  prevent  a  sovereignist-pro-

Russian  shift  from  blocking  Ukrainian

transit corridors.

For Private Sector/Investors

Defense  Sector  Opportunity: Engage

with the EU EDIP program now. Small and

medium enterprises (SMEs) in Ukraine are

predicted  to  provide  higher  returns  than

established  giants  due  to  lower

bureaucracy and real-world combat testing.

Supply  Chain  Risk: Prepare  for  volatile

logistics costs within Ukraine as fuel prices

rise  and  regional  governments  (like

Kharkiv)  face  potential  energy

infrastructure seizures due to bad debt.

Strategic  Resource  Guarding: Secure

legal  counsel  specializing  in  intellectual

property  protection for  joint  ventures,  as

the shift to localized production in the EU

increases risks of technology leakage.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ESPRESO_20260513_180000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

