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Transactional Approach: Trading
Tech & Taiwan for Mideast Stability.

US Unipolarity Strained by
Multiple Conflicts.

GLOBAL ARCHITECTURES
UNDER EXTREME PRESSURE

US-IRAN WAR

Depleting US Resources.
China Leverages
Influence & Oil.

UK POLITICAL
INSTABILITY

PM Starmer Challenges,
Labour Turmoil.

THE BALTIC NEXUS: SECURITY, HYBRID THREATS & SOVEREIGNTY

RUSSIAN DRONE
INCURSIONS &
NATO AIRSPACE
Grey Zone Warfare:
Russian EW Spoofing Diverts
Drones to NATO Soil.
President Nauséda's Stern
Warning to “Warring
Nations” to Cease Use of
Airspace. Risks Friction
with Ukraine.

Latvian Defense
Minister Resigns.
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Al DEEPFAKES
(“VAIZDAKLASTE")

& INFO INTEGRITY
Emerging Legal Threat:
“Vaizdaklasté” (Deepfake)
Misinformation. Shifting
Liability to “Secondary Sharing”
Amplifiers to Protect Digital
Sovereignty.

BELARUSIAN HYBRID
PROVOCATIONS
Smuggling Balloons Disrupt
Airports.

“Spy Confession” on State TV
& “Black List” for Citizens.

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE JOURNEY
Milestone: Renewables Occasionally

Exceed Demand. Moving to
Continental Synchronization (gz

025-26)

to Break Past Russian Gas Leverage.

NATIONAL DEFENSE
& MODERNIZATION

“Iron Wolf” Exercises:
Anti-Drone Tactics & Trench
Fortification.

Defense Bonds Raise Funds for
Modernization. Debates on
Hormuz Deployment.

DM

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& IMPLICATIONS

Short Term: Tension Over
Ukraine Support Wording.
Medium Term: US-China
“Consultations” on Taiwan Slow
Arms Deliveries.
Long Term: Lithuania as “Mini
Saudi Arabia” of Green Energy.
Recommendations: Clarify NATO
“Red Lines” on EW Interference;
Prepare for Transactional America;
Invest in Deepfake Detection &
Renewable Infra.
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GLOBAL SECURITY
ARCHITECTURES AND REGIONAL
SOVEREIGNTY ARE UNDER
EXTREME PRESSURE AS LITHUANIA
NAVIGATES RUSSIAN DRONE
INCURSIONS, BELARUSIAN
PROVOCATIONS, AND A
TRANSFORMATIVE US-CHINA
SUMMIT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 13, 2026, was characterized by a
convergence of high-stakes geopolitical
maneuvering and regional security -crises
across the Baltic and global stages. In
Lithuania, President Gitanas Nauséda issued
an unusually stern and controversial warning
to "warring European nations"—specifically
Russia and Ukraine—demanding  that
Lithuanian territory not be used as a corridor
for drone strikes. This move follows several
incidents where drones, purportedly
Ukrainian but diverted by Russian electronic
warfare, entered Baltic airspace. While
intended to negate Russian propaganda that
NATO is facilitating attacks from its soil, the
statement drew domestic criticism for
potentially "leveling" the aggressor and the

defender, signaling a possible friction point in
Lithuania’s unconditional support for Kyiv.

Simultaneously, the global power dynamic
shifted as Donald Trump arrived in Beijing for
a pivotal summit with Xi Jinping, his most
significant visit of his second term. The visit,
accompanied by high-profile tech CEOs,
centers on the war with Iran and the status of
Taiwan. There is palpable anxiety in Taipei
and among regional analysts that Trump may
consider scaling back support for Taiwan in
exchange for Chinese cooperation in
stabilizing the Middle East. This summit
reflects a world where American "unipolarity"
is visibly strained by multiple conflicts, forcing
a transactional approach to traditional
alliances.

Domestically, Lithuania continues to grapple
with "hybrid" threats from Belarus, ranging
from cigarette-smuggling balloons that
disrupt airport operations to the airing of a
forced "spy confession" by a Lithuanian
citizen. The state is also reflecting on its
decade-long journey toward energy
independence, contrasting current successes
in renewable energy with past vulnerabilities
to Russian gas blackmail. These narratives of
resilience are being tested by modern threats
—specifically the proliferation of drones and
the legal challenges posed by Al-generated
deepfakes ("vaizdaklasté") in the information
war.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Presidential

Warning on Airspace

Sovereignty

o President Nauséda issued a categorical
demand that "third countries" cease
using Lithuanian airspace for military
operations against neighbors. expert
analysis suggests this was a move to
neutralize Russian disinformation,
though it risked offending Ukrainian
partners.

The warning follows drone incidents in
Latvia and Estonia, leading to the
resignation of the Latvian Defense
Minister due to perceived failures in
communication and detection.

Military  experts note that most
incursions result from Russian electronic
warfare "spoofing" Ukrainian drones,

causing them to lose their trajectory and
land in NATO territory.

* Trump-Xi Summit in Beijing

o President Trump’s visit aims to stabilize
relations with China amid a continuing

war with Iran that is depleting American

resources.

China is leveraging its oil reserves and
Iranian while Trump is
seeking economic concessions for US
businesses like Apple and Tesla.

influence,

Taiwanese officials are concerned that
the US may agree to consult with Beijing
on future arms packages, a potential
shift in the decades-long "status quo."

* Belarusian Provocations and Hybrid

Warfare
o Belarusian state TV aired a film
featuring Miroslavas Trockis, a

(o]

Lithuanian citizen sentenced to 15 years
for alleged espionage, which Vilnius calls
a total provocation.

Smuggling balloons from Belarus caused

the temporary closure of Vilnius airport,

impacting over 130 passengers and
forcing flight diversions.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs reiterated
a "Black List" warning for citizens to

immediately leave Belarus due to the

risk of arbitrary detention.

* UK Political Instability

[e]

]

Prime Minister Keir Starmer faces a

significant leadership challenge
following catastrophic local election

losses.

Health Secretary Wes Streeting is
reportedly preparing to challenge
Starmer for the premiership, marking a
rare period of internal Labour party
turmoil.

* Lithuanian Energy Independence and
Renewables

o]

o

Lithuania marks a milestone where local
renewable generation (wind and solar)
occasionally exceeds total domestic
demand.

The state is continuing efforts to fully
disconnect from the BREIL ring and
synchronize with Continental Europe by
2025-2026.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_180000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=LRT_20260513_190000

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

National Security & Defense Architecture

e The "Iron Wolf" international military
exercises are testing anti-drone tactics and
trench fortification based on lessons
learned from the Ukraine war.

*» The State is ramping up the issuance of
defense bonds, raising nearly 140 million
euros in two weeks to fund military
modernization.

* Discussions  continue regarding the
deployment of Lithuanian forces to the
Strait of Hormuz to support US operations,
despite pushback from coalition partners
who argue it is "not our war."

Energy Security

* A retrospective on the "Independence" LNG
terminal highlights how the project broke
the Gazprom monopoly, though it faced
intense internal political sabotage at the
time.

* The government is currently prioritizing
infrastructure repair over aesthetic station
renovations following a major cargo train
derailment in Gudziunai.

Technology Policy & Information Warfare

* Legal experts are defining the term
"vaizdaklaste" (deepfake) to address the
rise of Al-gener misinformation
targeting public figures.

* The focus is shifting toward "secondary
sharing" liability, where individuals could
face civil penalties for spreading forged
content even if they did not create it.

Corruption & Accountability

* FNTT (Financial Crimes Investigation
Service) conducted raids related to
fraudulent farmer training programs
funded by EU subsidies, leading to the
dismissal of an advisor to the Prime
Minister.

* The "Nemuno auSra" party is suing the
Central Election Commission after being

denied state funding due to campaign

violations.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on media
governance and energy regulation, with a
strong emphasis on refining laws to meet EU
standards and address security vulnerabilities
discovered during auditing.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o LRT Law Amendments: The Seimas
Culture Committee finalized a
controversial revision of the Law on
Lithuanian National Radio and
Television. Critics argue the original
draft was ‘'"low quality," requiring
extensive fixes to satisfy STT (Special
Investigation  Service) and Venice
Commission standards.

]

Natural Gas Law Pataisos: Recalled in
historical context, the implementation of
the Third Energy Package was critical
for unbundling Gazprom’s control over
Lithuanian infrastructure.

o

Defense Bond Regulation: New rules
allow for continuous issuance of defense
obligations with variable interest rates to
ensure steady military funding.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Presidential Press Release:
Distributed via Frederikas Jansonas,
warning against airspace violations by

warring parties.

o]

Foreign Affairs Committee Meeting:
Discussion on the Hormuz Mission and
the necessity of maintaining "strong ties
with America" through military
contributions.

o UN Envoy Visit: US Special Envoy John
Coulon's planned visit to Belarus is
noted as a potential window for political

prisoner release, despite ongoing
tensions.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transactional Nature of Second-Term
Trumpism

Trump’s visit to Beijing highlights a shift
toward extreme pragmatism. Unlike his first
term, which was characterized by ideological
hawks, this administration appears focused on
economic wins and off-ramps from overseas
conflicts. The inclusion of Elon Musk and
other tech leaders suggests that tech-
sovereignty and market access are being
traded for geopolitical stability. The "Taiwan
card" is increasingly viewed by Beijing as a
negotiable asset for Trump, who prioritizes
domestic voters' nomi
traditional democratic alliance-building.

well-being over

The "Grey Zone" of NATO Airspace

The Baltic states are becoming a laboratory
for "grey zone" warfare involving drones.
While Russia uses EW to misdirect drones, the
resulting crashes on NATO soil create political
crises, as seen in Latvia. President Nauseda’s
attempt to assert a "neutral" sovereignty

regarding drone corridors suggests a growing
fear that persistent incidents could eventually
trigger a Russian pretext for "counter-attacks"
against the Baltics. This indicates a
weakening of the "unconditional support"
narrative as the physical risks of proximity to
the front line increase.

Information Integrity in the Age of
"Vaizdaklaste"

The emergence of "vaizdaklaste" (deepfakes)
is being treated as a serious legal and security
threat. The focus of the legal system is moving
from the creators of content to the amplifiers.
This reflects a broader trend toward "Digital
Sovereignty" where the state seeks to protect
the collective reality of the citizenry from AI-
facilitated psychological operations. The
concern is that if the public cannot trust
images of the Pope or their own politicians,
the social order could be easily destabilized
by foreign actors.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

o Expect increased tension between the
Presidential Palace and the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs over the "wording" of
support for Ukraine. Any perception of
neutrality by Nauseda will be heavily
criticized by opposition parties.

o The UK leadership challenge by
Streeting is likely to trigger a confidence
vote or a Cabinet reshuffle shortly after
the King’s speech.
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e Medium Term (1-6 Months):

o Trump’s "consultations" with Beijing
over Taiwan could lead to a slowdown in
arms deliveries, causing a panic in Indo-
Pacific security circles and potentially
emboldening Chinese maritime
activities.

o Lithuania will likely deploy anti-drone

radar systems specifically along the
Belarusian border to counter both
smuggling balloons and stray military
drones.

* Long Term (1-5 Years):

o Lithuania is positioning itself as a "Mini
Saudi Arabia" of green energy, aiming to
export hydrogen and electricity to
Central Europe. This
fundamentally alter the Baltic economic
landscape from a net importer to a
regional energy hub.

would

o Al-generated content will likely force the
creation of a "Certified Information"

register or digital watermarking laws
across the EU to mitigate the collapse of

public trust.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Allies should clarify "Red Lines" regarding
electronic warfare interference that leads
to NATO airspace violations. The current
ambiguity is causing internal political
instability in the Baltic states.

e Diplomatic channels must prepare for a
"Transactional America" that may de-

prioritize Taiwan's security for concessions
in the Middle East.

* Increased monitoring of Belarusian civil-
military "provocations" is needed, as the
regime is successfully using detained
citizens as bargaining chips.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Fnergy Sector: Massive investment
opportunities exist in Lithuanian renewable
infrastructure as the country moves toward
a permanent energy surplus.

* Cybersecurity/Legal Tech: There is a
growing market for deepfake detection and
digital signature technologies to comply
with emerging "vaizdaklaste" regulations.

* Supply Chain Risk: Ongoing tensions in
the Strait of Hormuz and potential shifts in
US-China tech trade (lustai/chips) suggest
continued volatility for manufacturing
sectors reliant on East Asian components.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
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understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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