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RUSSIA PROJECTS NUCLEAR

DOMINANCE VIA SARMAT TESTING

AS GLOBAL POWER DYNAMICS

SHIFT AMIDST UKRAINIAN

GOVERNANCE CRISES AND

TRUMP’S HIGH-STAKES DIPLOMACY

IN BEIJING

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May  13,  2026,  was  defined  by  a  massive

Russian projection of strategic nuclear power,

centered on the operational readiness of the

Sarmat (Satan-2) ICBM and President Putin’s

visit  to  the  Moscow  Institute  of  Thermal

Technology.  This  nuclear  signaling  occurs

against  the  backdrop  of  a  significant

escalation  in  the  Ukrainian  theater,  where

Russian  forces  launched  an  unprecedented

wave  of  over  750  Geran-class  drones

targeting critical infrastructure, energy grids,

and security headquarters across Western and

Central Ukraine. Domestically, Russian media

is  heavily  amplifying  the  corruption  trial  of

former  Ukrainian  Presidential  Office  Head

Andriy Yermak, framing it as a terminal crisis

for  the  Zelensky  administration  and

highlighting  sensationalist  allegations  of

occult  influences within  the  Kyiv  regime  to

undermine its moral legitimacy.

On the international stage, the focus shifted to

a  high-stakes  diplomatic  summit  in  Beijing,

where  U.S.  President  Donald  Trump arrived

with a massive delegation of corporate elites,

including Elon Musk and Tim Cook. Russian

analysis  suggests  a  weakened  U.S.  position,

with Trump seeking Chinese mediation in the

Middle  East—specifically  regarding  Iran’s

blockade  of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz—while

Beijing maintains rigid "Red Lines" regarding

Taiwan  and  its  own  technological

development. Meanwhile, in the Middle East,

Iran  has  seized  the  diplomatic  initiative  by

presenting  Washington  with  five  strict

conditions for  the  resumption  of  talks,

including  the  total  lifting  of  sanctions  and

recognition  of  Iranian  sovereignty  over  the

Hormuz Strait,  signaling a deepening of  the

geopolitical deadlock.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Nuclear  Deterrence  and  Strategic

Signaling: President  Putin  marked  the

80th anniversary of the Moscow Institute of

Thermal  Technology  by  emphasizing  the

modernization of Russia’s strategic nuclear

triad. The discourse focused on the Sarmat

ICBM’s  ability  to  bypass  all  existing  and

future  missile  defense  systems,  with  a

reported  range  of  36,000  kilometers and

the  capacity  to  carry  up  to  15  MIRV

warheads.
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Massive Aerial Campaign in Ukraine: A

coordinated  strike  involving  hundreds  of

drones  and  missiles  targeted  the  SBU

building  in  Lutsk,  energy  facilities  in

Zakarpattia, and railway hubs in Lviv and

Volyn. This campaign represents a strategic

effort  to  paralyze  Ukrainian  logistics  and

the  energy  grid  in  the  country's  western

reaches.

The  Yermak  Corruption  Scandal: The

trial  of  Andriy  Yermak  regarding  the

Dynasty  housing  complex and  the

embezzlement  of  $10  million  is  being

leveraged as a psychological warfare tool.

Reports  highlighted  bizarre  claims  of

Yermak  using  occult  rituals and  "grave

sand" in construction to distract from the

political  implications  of  the  corruption

charges.

U.S.-China Strategic Summit: President

Trump’s  visit  to  Beijing  is  framed  as  an

economic  "pleading"  mission.  Chinese

leadership has reportedly established four

red  lines—Taiwan,  the  Chinese  political

system, democracy, and development rights

—as  non-negotiable  prerequisites  for  any

new trade or security agreements.

Iranian  Diplomatic  Assertiveness: Iran

has leveraged its control over the Strait of

Hormuz to demand the unfreezing of assets

and  the  cessation  of  all  Middle  Eastern

hostilities.  Reports  indicate  Iran  has

restored access to 90% of its missile launch

sites following  previous  conflicts,

complicating  U.S.  military  calculations  for

"Operation Sledgehammer."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  Security: Global  energy  markets

remain volatile as oil prices surged past 100

dollars per barrel due to the continued Iranian

pressure  on  the  Strait  of  Hormuz.  In  India,

Prime  Minister  Modi  has  called  for  drastic

energy conservation measures and a shift to

electric vehicles to mitigate the impact of the

global fuel crisis.

Corruption  &  Governance: The  Ukrainian

government is depicted as being in a state of

total  collapse.  The  NABU  (National  Anti-

Corruption  Bureau  of  Ukraine)  investigation

into Yermak and other elites is described as

an  existential  threat to  the  Zelensky

administration,  with  European  donors

reportedly reconsidering the release of a 90-

billion-euro  aid  package  due  to  fears  of

embezzlement.

Elite Politics  & Leadership Dynamics: In

the  United  Kingdom,  Prime  Minister  Keir

Starmer  faces  a  significant  internal  party

crisis, with Manchester Mayor Andy Burnham

emerging as a primary contender to replace

him. Similarly, in France, President Macron’s

domestic  standing  is  threatened  by  a

scandalous  biography detailing  personal

indiscretions  and  public  confrontations  with

the First Lady.

Critical  Infrastructure: In  Moscow,  the

expansion of the second tram diameter (T-2),

now  the  longest  in  the  world  at  33  km,

highlights a focus on domestic infrastructure

resilience.  Conversely,  Russian  strikes  on

Ukrainian  railway  junctions aim  to  degrade

the  state's  capacity  to  transport  Western

military aid to the front lines.

Food  &  Water  Security: Russia’s  national

"Food  Security"  project  is  prioritizing

domestic seed production to achieve 75% self-

sufficiency  by  2030.  Meanwhile,  scientific

research  into  growing  crops  in  saline  soil

using specialized bacteria is being promoted

as  a  solution  for  future  climate-driven  food

shortages.
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Geopolitical Power Dynamics: The meeting

between Lavrov and his Indian counterpart in

New Delhi underscored a deepening strategic

partnership aimed  at  bypassing  Western

sanctions.  Discussions  focused  on  finalizing

the  delivery  of  S-400  missile  systems and

potential joint production of the Su-57 fighter

jet.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  concentrated  on  military

readiness,  education  reforms,  and  fiscal

discipline in response to shifting geopolitical

realities.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

NATO  Defense  Spending  Mandate: A

proposal by the NATO Secretary General to

require  member  states  to  allocate  4%  of

GDP toward defense and Ukrainian support

was met with skepticism and concern over

economic sustainability in Europe.

Russian  Education  Reform:

Rosobrnadzor  announced  that  by  2028,  a

compulsory history exam will be introduced

for  all  9th-grade  students  to  strengthen

national identity and historical awareness.

Argentine University Budget Cuts: Mass

protests  erupted  in  Buenos  Aires  against

President Milei’s veto of wage increases for

university  staff,  reflecting  a  contentious

legislative battle over fiscal austerity.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

Yermak  Judicial  Hearing: An  open

hearing in Kyiv detailed the 16 volumes of

evidence against  the  former  official,  with

prosecutors  requesting  a  180-million-

hryvnia bail.

Putin at  Moscow Institute of  Thermal

Technology: A televised address where the

President awarded the Order of Valor to the

collective  and  reaffirmed  Russia’s

commitment to nuclear modernization.

Lavrov in India: A press conference where

the  Russian  Foreign  Minister  criticized

unfair  competition and  Western  "energy

blackmail."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Weaponization  of  Occult  Narratives: A

striking trend is the pervasive use of "satanic"

or  "occult"  themes  to  delegitimize  the

Ukrainian  government.  By  focusing  on

Yermak’s alleged consultations with psychics

for  cabinet  appointments  and  the  use  of

"graveyard  sand"  in  construction,  Russian

media is moving beyond political critique into

a  metaphysical  framing  of  the  conflict,

designed  to  align  the  domestic  audience

against a "spiritually corrupted" enemy.

The Collapse of Western Liberal Stability:

Multiple  reports  emphasize  a  cascading

failure  of  leadership  in  the  West.  From  the

potential removal of Keir Starmer to Macron’s

domestic  scandals  and  the  FBI  leadership’s

"alcoholism"  tests,  the  narrative  is  one  of

systemic decay. This is contrasted with the 35-

year  anniversary of  Russian  state  media

("Vesti"),  which  is  presented  as  a  pillar  of

stability and truth in a chaotic world.

Technological  Sovereignty  as  Survival:

There  is  an  intense  focus  on  indigenous

technological  breakthroughs,  from  domestic

sunflower  seeds to  high-tech  automotive

electronics in Moscow’s Rudnevo park. Russia

is  signaling  that  it  has  successfully

transitioned to a "fortress economy" capable

of innovating under total sanctions, while the
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West  is  depicted  as  struggling  with  supply

chain dependencies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  an

intensification of  Russian strikes on Western

Ukrainian  supply  lines  to  coincide  with  any

"controlled  retreats"  by  Ukrainian  forces  in

the  Mirnohrad/Pokrovsk sectors.  The  fallout

from the Trump-Xi summit will likely lead to a

temporary  cooling  of  trade  rhetoric,  but  no

breakthrough on Taiwan or Iran is probable.

Domestic  unrest  in  Argentina  may  reach  a

breaking  point  if  university  funding  is  not

restored.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The  BRICS

summit  in  New  Delhi  will  likely  serve  as  a

formalization  of  a  non-Western  energy  bloc,

further  isolating  the  U.S.  dollar.  In  Ukraine,

the Yermak trial could trigger a broader purge

or  the  collapse  of  the  Zelensky  cabinet,

potentially  leading  to  a  "government  of

national  salvation"  or  an  outright  military

takeover  as  the  frontline  continues  to

crumble.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The full deployment

of the Sarmat ICBM system will re-establish a

strategic parity that forces the U.S. into a new

Cold  War-style  containment  policy.  Global

climate  change,  specifically  the  accelerated

melting  of  Antarctic  ice,  will  become  a

primary  driver  of  economic  restructuring,

with  Russia  leveraging  its  vast  northern

territories  and  freshwater  resources  as  key

geopolitical assets.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

The  West  must  recognize  that  Russian

nuclear  signaling is  no  longer  just

rhetorical;  the  Sarmat  tests  indicate  a

genuine  shift  in  the  technical  balance  of

power.

Diplomatic efforts in the Middle East must

account for Iran’s restored missile capacity,

which  makes  any  limited  military  action

(e.g.,  "Operation  Sledgehammer")  highly

risky.

The fragmentation of European leadership

(UK/France) creates a vacuum that Russia

and China will continue to exploit to disrupt

NATO cohesion.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply  chain  risks  are  critical  in  the

microchip  and  semiconductor sectors  as

China  establishes  "Red  Lines"  on

technological development rights.

Energy  markets  will  remain  tied  to  the

Hormuz  Strait stability;  investors  should

diversify  toward  regions  with  land-based

energy  transit  routes  (e.g.,  Central  Asia/

Russia).

The  Russian  "Food  Security"  and

agricultural  biotechnology sectors  present

emerging opportunities as the country aims

for  total  import  substitution  in  seeds  and

chemicals.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly
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applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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