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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 13, 2026, marks a pivotal shift in the
global security architecture, characterized by
Russia’s formal transition to a high-readiness
nuclear posture and the visible erosion of the
"Zelensky regime" in Ukraine. The successful
testing and imminent deployment of the
Sarmat heavy ICBM, with its purported
35,000 km range and inability to be
intercepted by current Western missile
defenses, serves as Moscow’s primary tool for
strategic "sobering" of NATO. This military
posturing coincides with a devastating
internal political crisis in Kyiv, where the
former head of the Office of the President,
Andriy Yermak, faces corruption charges
involving money laundering and elite real
estate. Simultaneously, former press secretary
Yulia Mendel’s sensationalist allegations
regarding Zelensky’s personal conduct and
"Goebbels-style" propaganda suggest a

coordinated effort by Western or internal
actors to delegitimize the current Ukrainian
leadership to facilitate a negotiated
settlement.

On the international stage, the transactional
nature of the "Trump 2.0" administration is on
full display during a high-stakes visit to
Beijing. Accompanied by titans of finance and
technology, Trump is attempting to freeze the
Taiwan issue in exchange for Chinese
cooperation on Iran and rare earth metal
access. This American pivot is causing severe
friction with European allies, particularly
Germany, where the Trump administration has
threatened troop and missile withdrawals
following criticisms from German leadership.
Meanwhile, the UK’s attempt to lead a new
"anti-Russian" maritime alliance in the Baltics
is dismissed by Moscow as a "toy fleet"
hampered by technical failures and a lack of
US support, further illustrating the growing
divisions within the collective West.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Triad
Modernization and the Sarmat
Deployment

Russia’s Nuclear

e The RS-28 Sarmat heavy ICBM has
completed testing, with reports
highlighting its rbital raj
capabilities and ability to strike from
unpredictable angles, rendering existing
ABM systems obsolete.

* The Russian leadership frames the Sarmat

as a guarantor of safety that ensures any

direct aggression against Russia results in
mutual assured destruction.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260513_183000

Deployment is expected at the Uzhursky
missile formation by the end of 2026,
signaling a long-term shift in the global

balance of power away from US hegemony.

Internal Political and Corruption
Crisis in Ukraine

Andriy Yermak is under investigation by
NABU and SAP for laundering 460 million
hryvnias used to build the "Dynasty" elite

cottage complex, which allegedly included
a residence for Zelensky.

Former press secretary Yulia Mendel’s
interview with Tucker Carlson
characterizes Zelensky as a dictator and
drug addict, claiming he is willing to

prolong the war for personal profit.

Speculation suggests the US is pressuring
Kyiv to withdraw from Donbass as part of a
peace deal, while internal factions use
corruption scandals to facilitate "external
management" of the state.

Trump’s "Business First"
Diplomacy in China

President Trump arrived in Beijing with a
delegation including Elon Musk and
BlackRock’'s CEO to negotiate trade
preferences and Chinese concessions on
Iranian oil purchases.

The US is seeking a "freeze" on the status
quo regarding Taiwan and AI controls to
prevent a wider conflict while the US is
bogged down in the Middle East.

China has established "four red lines," with
Taiwan being the primary non-negotiable
issue, despite US attempts to use

secondary sanctions on Chinese refineries

as leverage.

Fragmentation of the NATO-
European Security Architecture

* A significant rift has emerged between the
US and Germany, with Trump threatening
to cancel the Tomahawk missile

deployments following criticism from
Friedrich Merz.

* The UK has organized a 10-nation "Joint
Expeditionary Force" maritime alliance in
the Baltics, which Russia characterizes as a
weak coalition of the "feeble" lacking real
combat power.

* Russian analysts view the US withdrawal of
5,000 troops from Germany as a punitive
measure and a sign that Washington is
prioritizing the Indo-Pacific over European
defense.

Advancements in Autonomous and
AI-Driven Warfare

e The Russian military is deploying the
"Molnia-2" drone, which wutilizes Al-
integrated control systems to bypass
electronic warfare and maintain target
locks.

* The "Palantir" corporation and its CEO Alex
Karp are reportedly in Kyiv to implement
Al-driven situational awareness algorithms
for the Ukrainian military, though Russia
claims its own Al developments are keeping
pace.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Corruption & Governance: The Yermak
investigation is the centerpiece of a broader
narrative regarding the systemic corruption of
the Ukrainian elite. Russian state media
suggests that anti-corruption bodies like
NABU are tools of "external management"
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used by Western powers to discipline or
replace uncooperative leaders in Kyiv.

Al & Technology Policy: Control over
Artificial Intelligence has become a top-tier
diplomatic issue. Reports suggest that Trump
and Xi are seeking agreements on Al control
to prevent autonomous systems from
escalating global conflicts, while
simultaneously racing to integrate Al into

tactical drone operations on the battlefield.

Energy Security: The blockade of the Strait
of Hormuz has created a global shortage of
sulphuric acid, a critical component for
fertilizers and industrial processes. Russia is
positioning itself as a resilient supplier, noting
that its own mesti i r ion
insulates it from the price spikes affecting
Western and North African agricultural
sectors.

Biosurveillance / Disease Outbreaks: A
Hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship is being
leveraged to revisit allegations against US-
funded biological laboratories. Claims are
being made that Moderna began developing
Hantavirus vaccines before the outbreak,
fueling narratives of "planned" pandemics and
biological warfare research at Fort Detrick.

Elite Politics & Leadership Dynamics: The
sudden resignation of Bryansk Governor
Alexander Bogomaz and his replacement by
Egor Kovalchuk illustrates the Russian state's
focus on placing "crisis managers" and
veterans of the special military operation into
key regional roles to ensure domestic

stability.

Coalition Cohesion: NATO'’s internal
cohesion is under severe stress. The lack of
US nparticipation in the UK-led maritime

alliance and the open hostility between the
Trump administration and the German

government suggest a breakdown in the

traditional security architecture of the West.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy discussions focused
heavily on the formalization of new military
structures and the use of the legal system
(Lawfare) to reshape political landscapes in
Europe and Russia.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Ukrainian Security Laws Reform: A
proposed suite of laws in the Verkhovna
Rada, allegedly pushed by European
partners, aimed at isolating the President
from influence over security structures,
effectively legalizing
management."

"external

Russian Drone Corps Formation: Policy
directives to establish the Unmanned
Systems Troops as a distinct branch of the
Russian military, focusing on high-tech
recruitment and specialized training.

* Chinese Anti-Sanction Law:
Implementation of measures to legalize the
ignoring of US sanctions by Chinese
refineries and banks, providing a legal
basis for continued trade with Iran and
Russia.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* NABU/SAP Press Briefing: Official
announcement of the "Dynasty" case money

laundering charges against former high-

ranking Ukrainian officials.

* Russian Ministry of Defense Briefing:
Updates on the Sarmat ICBM status and
the performance of Al-enabled "Molnia"
drones on the Donbass front.
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* Sergei Lavrov Interview (RT India):
Discussion of energy sovereignty and the
failure of US attempts to coerce India into
abandoning Russian oil.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Elite Corruption

A dominant theme is the use of corruption
investigations as a political scalpel. The
charges against Andriy Yermak are not
portrayed as a win for the rule of law, but as a
calculated move by US and European
stakeholders to weaken Zelensky’s inner
circle. By leaking details of "occult interests"
and "Goebbels-style" propaganda, opposition
forces are preparing the public for a
transition of power, likely toward a more
"manageable" figure who will accept the loss
of Donbass.

The "New Arctic" and Baltic Front

The UK’s obsession with the Baltics and the
North is framed as "phantom pains" of a lost
empire. Moscow is tracking the formation of a
"Balto-Scandinavian fist" but views it as
tactically insignificant compared to Russia’s
Northern Fleet and its newly modernized
nuclear-powered cruisers like the Admiral
Nakhimov. The strategic narrative emphasizes
that while Europe builds "toy fleets," Russia is

building 26,000-ton floating arsenals.

Strategic Resource Nationalism

Resource dependencies are being highlighted
to showcase Western vulnerability. The
shortage of sulphuric acid and the Chinese
monopoly on rare earth metals are presented
as "checks" on Western industrial capacity.
Russia’s ability to maintain strategic oil
reserves and self-sufficient chemical
production is used to project a picture of a
"Fortress Russia" that has successfully

decoupled from the unstable global trade
order.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
significant escalation in the Ukrainian internal
political struggle as Yermak’s trial proceeds.
There is a high probability of more "leaks"
targeting Zelensky directly. On the battlefield,
the fall of Mirnogr nd Vasilievka seems
imminent, which will likely force a Ukrainian
retreat toward the Slavyansk-Kramatorsk line.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The formal
deployment of the Sarmat complex will likely
trigger a new round of nuclear diplomacy or a
desperate attempt by the US to revive the
START framework. Trump’s negotiations in
China may lead to a temporary "thaw" in
trade, but the underlying tensions over
Taiwan will remain a flashpoint as China
continues to legalize resistance to US
economic coercion.

Long Term (1-5 Years): We are witnessing
the birth of a decentralized European security
model where the US provides only

transactional protection. Germany’s potential

shift toward a more sovereign foreign policy
(hinted at by the rehabilitation of Gerhard

Schroder’s ideas) could lead to a future
reconciliation with Moscow as the economic
costs of the "green" transition and de-
industrialization become unbearable.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The deployment of the Sarmat necessitates
a total re-evaluation of missile defense
efficacy; strategic stability now relies solely
on mutual deterrence rather than
interception capabilities.

* Allies must prepare for a US administration

that views military presence as a
commodity to be traded for diplomatic or

economic compliance.

e The weaponization of anti-corruption
bodies in "proxy states" requires new

governance safeguards to prevent legal

systems from being used to facilitate coups.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: The sulphuric acid
deficit will drive up costs for global
agriculture; investors should look toward
self-sufficient Russian or Chinese fertilizer
producers.

Defense Tech: The integration of Al into

unmanned systems is the primary theater

of innovation; companies like Palantir are
leading, but face significant kinetic risks on
the ground.

Rare Earths: Access to Chinese rare earth
metals remains the ultimate bottleneck for
the high-tech and EV sectors; any trade
"thaw" from the Trump-Xi summit should
be viewed as temporary and highly volatile.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from

around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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