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ALGERIA'S CONTINENTAL LEADERSHIP & DOMESTIC CONSOLIDATION:
Energy Diplomacy, Strategic Partnerships, & National Resilience (May 2026 Report)
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[ENERGY DIPLOMACY & CONTINENTAL PROJECTION\
(Conquest of Africa Strategy)
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Leveragm%techmcal expertise to build energy infrastructure
across the Sahel, reinforcing ‘South-South” cooperation.
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DIRECT ALGIERS-LUANDA
FLIGHTS (July 2026)
Relnw orated diplomatic axis with Angola, forming a ‘locomotive’
\____ bloc within the AU focused on sovereign development. )
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(10M+ Pills, 9 Tons Cannabis)
& BORDER CONTROL

ILLEGAL GOLD MINING
OPERATIONS STOPPED
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Securing borders against threats while framing current resilience through
the lens of historical struggle and cultural narratives.

(Historical Struggle & Identity)
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MODERN HEALTHCARE
(Amizour Cancer Center,
Digital Systems)

RETIREE BENEFITS
& CREDIT ACCESS
(Modernized Social Safety Net)
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' MODERN SOCIAL INFRASTRUCTURE & FUTURE TRENDS\ﬁ

Investing in social infrastructure to maintain stability, while positioning as a primary
_energy hub and educational standard-setter for the future.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT:
SHORT TERM (Exam Logistics),
MEDIUM TERM (Expanded Trade,
Sonelgaz Chad Phase 1),
LONG TERM (Regional Energy Hub
& Standardized Curriculum)
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ALGERIA PROJECTS CONTINENTAL
LEADERSHIP THROUGH ENERGY
DIPLOMACY AND STRATEGIC
AFRICAN PARTNERSHIPS AMIDST
DOMESTIC INSTITUTIONAL
CONSOLIDATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 14, 2026, marked a significant pivot in
Algerian statecraft, characterized by an
aggressive  expansion of  "South-South"
cooperation and the reinforcement of national
identity through cultural and historical
narratives. The state successfully utilized the
three-day visit of Angolan President Joao
Lourenzo to signal a reinvigorated diplomatic
axis in Africa, culminating in 11 bilateral
agreements and the announcement of a direct
Algiers-Luanda flight route commencing in
July 2026. This diplomatic offensive is
mirrored in the energy sector, where the
state-owned Sonelgaz is transitioning from a
domestic utility to a continental player,
underscored by a landmark agreement to
construct a 40-megawatt power plant in Chad.
This "conquest of Africa" strategy leverages
Algeria’s technical expertise in energy and

infrastructure as a primary tool of regional
influence.

Domestic stability remains a priority, as
evidenced by the high-profile mourning of
iconic "Shabby" singer Abdul Majid Mescoud,
whose death prompted a presidential message
of condolence and a funeral attended by top
government officials. The state continues to
emphasize its "National Memory" project,
framing current resilience through the lens of
historical struggle, particularly as the Nakba
anniversary approaches. Concurrently, the
military reported massive interdictions of
narcotics and psychotropic substances,
highlighting a persistent "narco-threat" linked
to the Moroccan border. The convergence of
energy diplomacy, large-scale security
operations, and institutional modernization
suggests a regime focused on consolidating its
role as a stable regional hegemon amidst a
shifting global order.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional Energy Expansion and
Infrastructure Diplomacy

* Algeria and Chad signed a strategic
partnership for the construction of a 40-

megawatt power plant in N'Djamena,

intended to address Chad’s energy crisis.

* Sonelgaz International unveiled a strategy
to conquer African markets by deploying
Algerian technical skills and equipment to
develop regional electric networks.

* Chadian Prime Minister Allah Maye Halina
praised President Tebboune for promoting
African  integration and  supporting
development across the continent through
the Algerian Agency for International
Cooperation.
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Algeria-Angola Strategic Alignment

* President Jodao Lourenzo’s three-day state

visit resulted in eleven agreements and

MOQOUs covering sectors such as
hydrocarbons, agriculture, and
pharmaceuticals.

* The establishment of a direct flight route
between Algiers and Luanda is scheduled

for July 2026 to facilitate economic
exchange.

* Both nations reaffirmed their support for
the Sahrawi people and their right to self-

determination, underscoring a shared
anticolonial ideological framework.
Domestic Security and Narcotic
Interdiction

* The National People’s Army (ANP) reported

the arrest of 111 individuals supporting

terrorist groups between May 6 and May
12.

* Authorities conducted a massive
ruction of seiz narcotics, including
over 10 million psychotropic pills and 9

tons of cannabis.

* Security forces interdicted significant
illegal gold mining operations in the south,
seizing 122 power ¢generators and 99
jackhammers.

Public Health and Social Infrastructure

* The cancer treatment center in Amizour,
Bejaia, has reached an 85% completion rate
and is expected to alleviate pressure on
neighboring healthcare facilities.

e The National Retirement Fund (CNR)
signed a convention with the BDI. bank to
provide retirees with access to
consumption, vehicle, and housing loans
without age or income limits.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy Security & Continental Influence

* Algeria is positioning itself as a "major
actor in the energy sector" by moving

n hnical 11 ration to handle

full-scale energy projects in the Sahel.

e The partnership with Chad includes
restoring N'Djamena's electric network and
training Chadian executives in Algerian
energy institutions.

Diplomatic
Alliances

Engagement & Strategic

» The state is revitalizing the Algeria-Angola
axis to build a bloc of "locomotives" for the
African Union, focusing on sovereign
development and pan-Africanism.

* Angola is viewed as a credible mediator in
Central Africa, specifically in the DRC
crisis, which complements Algeria’s
mediation role in the Sahel.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

* The state utilized the death of singer Abdul

Majid Mescoud as a unifying event,
emphasizing "Algerian identity" and the
role of the Algerian Muslim Scouts in
molding patriotic citizens.

* Public service announcements detailed the
man n for citizen
for national service, reinforcing state-
society obligations.

rn in 2

Critical Infrastructure & Healthcare

* The Amizour center will utilize advanced
digital systems and international standards
for radiotherapy and pediatric oncology.
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e The Saidal Group is increasing local
production of cancer-fighting drugs to

reduce dependency on foreign imports.

Legal Warfare
Rivalry

(Lawfare) & Regional

* Algerian media extensively covered
demolitions and expropriations in Morocco,
framing them as illegal acts linked to
"Zionist interests" to undermine the
legitimacy of the Moroccan monarchy.

* The Moroccan "Makhzen" was accused of
inhumane  conditions and  changing
neighborhood names from national symbols
to "Zionist names" in Agadir.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity this period focused on
electoral integrity, healthcare funding, and
youth leadership training. State institutions
are currently harmonizing the "new juridical
framework" to institutional
complementarity between the Constitutional
Court and other public authorities.

ensure

* Electoral Competencies Seminar: The
Constitutional Court held a monthly
seminar to define the limits of prerogatives
between public authorities in the electoral
process, aimed at ensuring transparency
and integrity.

Retiree Loan Policy: A new banking
convention between the CNR and BDL
removes previous age and income
restrictions for retirees seeking consumer
and mortgage credit, significantly easing
financial access for the elderly.

* National Leadership Program: The
Ministry of Youth launched a national

program for young leaders, targeting 1,000

participants aged 18-28 to develop civic
and social entrepreneurship initiatives.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutionalizing National Memory

The Algerian state is intensifying the use of
"National Memory" as a foundational pillar of
its legitimacy. This is expressed through the
detailed focus on colonial-era camps such as
Ksar Et-Teir, the celebration of patriotic
cultural icons like Abdul Majid Mescoud, and
the integration of history into modern
educational frameworks. By framing
contemporary regional leadership as a
continuation of the anti-colonial struggle, the
government creates a coherent narrative that
justifies its current geopolitical maneuvers in
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Energy as Soft Power

There is a visible shift from Algeria simply
being an energy exporter to becoming an
xporter f ner
governance. The Sonelgaz project in Chad and
the 11 agreements with Angola demonstrate
that Algiers is using its "energy sovereignty"
to build long-term dependencies in the Sahel
and Central Africa. This "conquest of Africa"
strategy is not merely economic but is
designed to reinforce South-South
cooperation and provide a counterweight to
non-African influence on the continent.

infrastr r n

Modernization of Social Safety Nets

The government is actively modernizing its
"Social State" model to maintain domestic
stability. = Agreements allowing retir
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unlimited access to credit and the rapid
construction of high-tech regional cancer
centers indicate an effort to translate
resource wealth into tangible social benefits.
This is likely intended to preempt social

unrest by addressing specific local grievances
regarding healthcare access and economic

precarity among vulnerable demographics.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Anticipated public celebrations following
the USM Alger vs. Zamalek CAF

Confederation Cup final; potential for
security strain depending on the outcome.

* Intensified logistical prep for school exams
(BEM and Baccalaureate), with the state

deploying massive health and psychological
support teams to exam centers.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The launch of Algiers-Luanda direct flights
in July 2026 will likely be a bellwether for
increased trade volume with Southern
Africa.

* Expected inauguration of the Amizour
cancer center, serving as a key political win

for the administration in the Bejaia region.

* Completion of the initial phase of the
Sonelgaz power plant in Chad, marking
Algeria's first major step in Sub-Saharan
utility management.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Algeria’s "South-South" energy diplomacy
could establish it as the primary energy
hub for the Sahel, potentially displacing
traditional European and Chinese
infrastructure players in specific regions.

* The "National Memory" focus may lead to a
more rigid standardization of the
educational curriculum regarding the
colonial period, potentially impacting
diplomatic relations with France.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomatic missions should monitor the
Algeria-Angola-South Africa axis as a
dominant voting bloc within the African
Union on issues of self-determination and
mineral sovereignty.

* Security analysts must note the army's shift
toward interdicting gold mining and
smuggling as a key component of southern
border stabilization.

* Engagement with Algerian state
enterprises (Sonelgaz, Sonatrach) will
increasingly require alignment with pan-

African development goals rather than

purely commercial terms.

For Private Sector/Investors:

 Significant opportunities exist in the digital
health and medical ipmen I's as
Algeria decentralizes its oncology network.

» The liberalization of credit for retir may
spark growth in the domestic automotive
and real estate markets, as a new segment
of the population gains purchasing power.

* Investors in regional logistics should
prepare for increased air connectivity to
Southern Africa, potentially lowering the
cost of doing business between Algiers and
the SADC region.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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