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SUDANESE STATE STABILIZATION
AND DIPLOMATIC LEGITIMACY
EFFORTS AMID PROTRACTED
CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 14, 2026, the Sudanese government,
aligned with the Sudanese Armed Forces
(SAF), executed a multi-front strategy to
transition from a defensive military posture to
an active state-rebuilding and diplomatic
offensive. The primary narrative centered on
the "War of Dignity" (Karama), moving beyond
the Dbattlefield to encompass
resilience, judicial lawfare, and cultural
revitalization. A high-profile visit by Prime
Minister Kamil Idris to the United Kingdom,
specifically to Oxford and Cambridge,
highlights an attempt to leverage academic
and intellectual platforms to gain Western
legitimacy for a peace initiative predicated on
the total dismantling of the Rapid Support
Forces (RSF).

economic

Domestically, the government is intensifying
efforts to restore "normalized" state functions
in liberated territories. This includes a critical
currency demonetization policy targeting
1,000 and 500 SDG notes to cripple the

militia's  financial liquidity, a massive
expansion of agricultural partnerships
involving the military-industrial complex, and
the  rehabilitation  of  critical  health
infrastructure in states like Al Jazirah and Al-
Qadarif. The convergence of these events
suggests a regime confident enough to begin
long-term institutional planning—such as gold
mining regulations and education transitions
—while still actively combating a mercenary-
backed insurgency. However, diplomatic
isolation within the Arab League persists, with
Algeria noted as the sole vocal supporter
against the UAE’s perceived interference,
forcing Khartoum to seek  broader
international or non-traditional allies.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* International Diplomatic Offensive:
Prime Minister Kamil Idris arrived in
London to present the Sudan Peace
Initiative at Oxford and Cambridge

Universities, seeking to mobilize European
academic and political support for a
transition that requires the disarmament of
the RSF. Simultaneously, Sudan is pushing
for the designation of the RSF as a terrorist

organization within the US Congress and
international bodies.

* Monetary and Financial Warfare: State
governors have issued final deadlines for
the exchange of old currency (1,000 and
500 SDG denominations), a move designed
to invalidate cash reserves held by the RSF
and stabilize the national economy. Parallel
to this, the Ministry of Finance has
introduced new gold mining regulations to

curb smuggling and centralize revenue.
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* Military-Industrial Agricultural
Integration: The Defense Industries
System has entered a strategic partnership
with Al Jazirah farmers to cultivate 20,000
acres of cotton, signaling a shift where
military entities are increasingly becoming
the backbone of national food and
economic security.

Regional Security and Mercenary
Containment: Intelligence officials met in
Djibouti to discuss the threat of cross-
border mercenaries, a recurring theme in
Sudanese rhetoric that identifies foreign
fighters as the primary obstacle to peace
and the RSF’s main source of manpower.

* Return of State Presence in Khartoum:
The Governor of Khartoum announced that
the capital is entering a recovery phase,
evidenced by the return of the Qatari
Embassy and the resumption of major
student festivals intended to signal a return
to normalcy.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & State Capacity The
government is utilizing demonetization as a
tool of war. By setting strict deadlines for
depositing old banknotes, the state is forcing
a "financial census" and attempting to drain
the RSF's illicit cash supplies. This is coupled
with a drive to regulate traditional gold
mining, where the Ministry of Finance is
implementing mandatory coordination with
state governments to prevent smuggling and
ensure the "product is accounted for" as a
national asset.

International Relations & Foreign Policy
Sudanese diplomacy is currently
characterized by a deep rift with the UAE and
frustration with the Arab League. Reports
indicate a lack of consensus in the Arab

League regarding condemnation of the UAE's
role, leaving Sudan to rely on Algeria for
support. Conversely, relations with Qatar are
warming, as evidenced by the return of their
embassy and humanitarian aid. The Prime
Minister's UK trip suggests a "Lawfare"
approach, targeting Western intellectuals to
bypass regional diplomatic roadblocks.

Infrastructure & Health Resilience
Governance efforts are heavily focused on the
"White Army" (medical staff) and the
rehabilitation of hospitals destroyed by the
RSF. In Al-Qadarif, the state opened a cancer
treatment center and implemented electronic
hospital management systems, demonstrating
an attempt to modernize state services even
during wartime. In Al Jazirah, the Wad Madani
emergency hospital is undergoing significant

reconstruction.

Civil Unrest & Domestic Stability The state
is actively managing the narrative of
"National Unity" through the Karama Student
Festival, which spans culture, sports, and
theatre. This festival is used to document
"militia atrocities" and foster a pro-SAF
identity among the youth. Additionally, police
reports indicate a focus on "9-Long"
(motorcycle banditry) and drug trafficking
(specifically "Ice") to maintain order in
liberated zones.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Governance activity focused on executive
orders and administrative regulations rather
than traditional parliamentary legislation,
reflecting the emergency state of the country.
Key discussions revolved around the legal
framework for labeling the RSF a terrorist
entity and the logistical implementation of the
currency swap.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

» Terrorist Designation Framework:
Discussions on creating a domestic legal
classification for the RSF as an "armed
terrorist organization" to trigger
international sanctions and cooperation.

* Gold Mining Control Act: New
regulations issued by the Minister of
Finance to control the gold market and
mandate federal-state coordination on
production data.

* Transition Education Plan: A policy
framework to bridge the education gap
between stable and conflict-affected states,
including adjustments and
school safety standards.

curriculum

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Police Weekly Briefing: The Police
Spokesperson detailed the security status
across states, highlighting the arrest of
drug smuggling rings in Kosti and Port
Sudan.

* Administrative Council of the Deputy
Director General: A session focused on
velopin ministrativ rforman
within police departments and diplomatic

protection units.

* Al Jazirah Currency Committee: A
meeting led by the Governor to enforce the
Friday deadline for currency exchange and

mobile bank activations.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutionalizing the Conflict ("Karama"
as State Policy) The term "Karama" (Dignity)
has transitioned from a military slogan to a
comprehensive state framework. It now
organizes student festivals, agricultural

projects, and international diplomatic tours.
This suggests the SAF-led government is
building a "war-state" identity that seeks to
define the post-conflict era as one of military-
civilian synergy, specifically through the
"Mustanfirin" (popular mobilization forces)

who are being integrated into regional
security.

The Narrative of "Mercenary Warfare" A
consistent theme across all broadcasts is the
externalization of the conflict. By focusing on
cross-border mercenaries and the "UAE as a
source of evil," the state avoids framing the
conflict as a civil war. This narrative is
essential for its "Lawfare" strategy in Western
capitals, where it seeks to present itself as a

vereign fightin foreign-fun

insurgency rather than a faction in a domestic
dispute.

Voluntary Return and Demographic Re-
stabilization The government is emphasizing
the return of refugees from Egypt and the
stability of markets in places like Khartoum.
This "voluntary return" initiative is a critical
counter-narrative to RSF claims of ethnic
cleansing or total state collapse. By
showcasing functioning markets and
agricultural success, the state aims to attract
both displaced populations and future foreign
investment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The expiration of

the rren xchan line will likely
cause a significant economic shock,
potentially leading to a temporary liquidity

crisis for civilians while successfully
neutralizing RSF-held cash. We should also
expect a rhetorical escalation at the UN and

US Congress as the PM's UK visit attempts to
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translate academic engagement into policy
pressure.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The increased
involvement of the Defense Industries System
in civilian agriculture suggests the emergence
of a centralized, military-led command
economy designed to bypass traditional
supply chains disrupted by the RSF. If
successful, this could lead to a stable food
supply in northern and eastern states, further
isolating RSF-controlled areas from national
resources.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Sudan's efforts to
host the Continental Migration Office and take
a lead in regional "Anti-Mercenary"
architecture suggest an ambition to become a
regional security hub. If the SAF can
consolidate control, the post-war state will
likely be characterized by a "Security First"
model, with the military holding significant

stakes in the gold and agricultural sectors for
decades.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* The shift toward international legal warfare

means global bodies will face increasing
pressure to choose between recognizing
the SAF's "state" functions or the RSF's de
facto control in Darfur.

* The return of the Qatari and likely other

embassies to Khartoum signals a diplomatic
pivot that could undermine Western
attempts to force a
agreement.

power-sharing

* Intelligence cooperation regarding
mercenary flows will be the SAF’s primary
bargaining chip for renewed security
cooperation with European and US
agencies.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investment opportunities are surfacing in
the agricultural sector, particularly through
partnerships with state-adjacent entities
like the Defense Industries System, though
this carries high compliance and
reputational risks.

* The gold mining sector is being heavily
regulated; investors must navigate a
complex new landscape of federal and state
permits designed to
revenue.

maximize state

* The digital transformation of professional
registrations and banking suggests a move
toward a more traceable, albeit state-
monitored, business environment.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=SUDAN_20260514_063000

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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