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GLOBAL & REGIONAL STRAIN:

CATALONIA’S CRISES AMIDST SHIFTING WORLD POWER
DAY-AT-A-GLANCE (MAY 14, 2026)

CATALONIA IN TURMOIL

Generalitat besieged by dual
crises: escalating education
strikes & police infiltration
scandal. Gov fails to reach
agreement with unions; Interior
inister & Police Major
apologize for operational error.

Territorial strikes paralyze
Girona & Central Catalonia
C-16, C-25, C-55). Department of
ducation-union negotiations
collapse. Glovo finalizes ERO
for 436 riders.

Parlén & Trapero admit
‘disproportionate error' in
infiltrating teacher assembly.
Opposition demands
resignations, legal suits filed
for rights violations.

Pujol Case concludes after 14
years, awaits sentencing. Public
debate on 2023 Anti-Corruption
Law efficiency. Mass immigrant
regularization faces bottlenecks.

GEOPOLITICAL FLUX
US-China summit in Beijing
attempts cautious relation
reset. Trump & Xi show
cordiality, but Taiwan & Strait
of Hormuz friction remains.
Russia intensifies aggression
in Ukraine.

US-CHINA SUMMIT & NEW FRAMEWORK

First bilateral meeting in 9
years agrees to new
strategic framework. Xi
maintains Taiwan 'red line'.
Trump seeks aid on
Hormuz & Ukraine.

Russian military aggression

intensifies in U ra?ne. Fragile / Y (
Israel-Lebanon peace talks

in Washington. UK v
leadership crisis challenging ¢

Starmer.

Kevin Warsh confirmed as Fed
Chair amid soaring inflation
signaling monetary policy shift T
and concerns over central
bank independence.

UNDERLYING TRENDS & THEMES

EROSION OF
INSTITUTIONAL TRUST

Distrust in state apparatuses

“Jolice infiltration, Pujol Case,
S Fed inde;%e!}dences erodes
ai

STRATEGIC TECHNOLOGICAL
AUTONOMY

Pursuit of 'sovereign’ tech
(Catalonia's supercomputing,
EU goals) to avoid supply

h. chain shocks.

NORMALIZATION OF
_ SURVEILLANCE __

Tension between
security/environmental goals
and privacy (DGT labels, police
methods, Al data use).

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & IMPLICATIONS

D &

Continued Catalonia transport

disruption. Potential cabinet

reshuffle. US market volatility
from new Fed Chair.

Inflation resurgence after VAT
hike (June 1st). Pujol verdict
as watershed moment.
US-China framework tested by
military sales/incidents.

_ 4 LONG TERM
(1-5 YEARS)

Immigrant regularization alters
Catalonia's landscape. Orbital
Rail/Tech investment success or
failure determines economic future.
China fills power vacuums globally.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPACTS

o Treat Ut

« Monitor Orbital Rail for investment.

China ‘new framework' as fragile truce.
« Enhance biosurveillance (WHO's 22m COVID toll).

« Monitor Orbital Rail for investment.
. P{e’)are for operational cost hike after VAT end.
« Diplomatic guardrails essential.
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CATALONIAN DOMESTIC STABILITY
IS STRAINED BY ESCALATING
LABOR STRIKES AND A POLICE
INFILTRATION SCANDAL, WHILE
GLOBAL POWER DYNAMICS SHIFT
DURING A HIGH-STAKES US-CHINA
SUMMIT IN BEIJING.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 14, 2026, was marked by a significant
convergence of regional instability in
Catalonia and pivotal geopolitical
maneuvering in Beijing. Domestically, the
Generalitat is besieged by two distinct but
related crises: a widening territorial strike by
education unions and a political firestorm
involving the infiltration of social movements
by the Mossos d'Esquadra. The Department of
Education failed to reach a consensus with
major unions during a crucial negotiation
table, leading to further road blockages and
threats of continued strikes through the end
of the school year. Simultaneously, Interior
Minister Nuria Parléon and Major Josep Lluis
Trapero were forced to offer unprecedented
public apologies for operational errors
regarding the use of undercover agents in
educational assemblies, an admission that has

thus far failed to quell demands for their
resignation from both the opposition and
labor leaders.

Internationally, the summit between Donald
Trump and Xi Jinping in Beijing represents a
cautious attempt to reset relations after years
of trade hostility. While the two leaders
projected an image of personal cordiality, the
underlying friction over Taiwan and the Strait
of Hormuz remains unresolved. The summit
occurs against a backdrop of intensified
Russian military aggression in Ukraine,
following the May 9th hiatus, and fragile
peace negotiations in Washington between
Israel and Lebanon. These global tensions are
mirrored in the United States by the
confirmation of Kevin Warsh as the new
Federal Reserve Chair, signaling a potential
shift in monetary policy amid soaring inflation
and concerns over central bank independence
from the Trump administration.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

e Catalonian Education Crisis and Labor
Unrest
o Territorial strikes hit Girona and Central

Catalonia, causing major road blockages
on the C-16, C-25, and C-55.

]

Negotiations between the Department of
Education and unions (USTEC, CGT,
Intersindical) ended without agreement;
unions threatened to abandon the table
if no concrete proposal is received by
next Tuesday.

o Glovo and wunions finalized an ERO
(Redundancy Plan) affecting 436 delivery
riders across Spain, including Barcelona,
Tarragona, and Girona.
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* Police Infiltration and Political

Accountability

o Interior Minister Nuria Parlon and Major
Trapero admitted that the infiltration of
undercover agents into a teachers'
assembly was a isproportion
operational error.

o The opposition (Junts, ERC, Comuns,
CUP) and legal groups in Osona are
demanding resignations and have filed
lawsuits for
violations.

fundamental righ

* US-China Summit in Beijing
o Donald Trump and Xi Jinping held their
first bilateral meeting in nine years,

agreeing to a new strategic framework
to manage relations.

o Xi maintained a '"red line" regarding
Taiwan, while Trump sought Chinese
intervention to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz and influence Russia regarding
the Ukraine war.

* Pujol Case and Judicial Finality
o The 14-year investigation into the Pujol
family concluded, with the case now
awaiting sentencing at the Audiencia
Nacional.

o Defense attorneys argued that there is
no proof linking the family’s Andorra
funds to public works commissions,
maintaining they were part of an
inheritance.

* Public Health and Biosurveillance
o A Hantavirus outbreak on a cruise ship
remains under tight control, with one
passenger stable in Madrid and another
in critical condition in Paris.

o The WHO revised the total COVID-19
death toll to 22 million, triple previous
estimates.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Technology Policy & Digital Sovereignty
President Salvador Illa continued his official
visit to Silicon Valley, signing agreements with
the Barcelona Supercomputing Center and
major tech firms to develop sovereign
European technologies and reduce reliance on

US-produced microchips. This initiative aims

to position Catalonia as a global h referen

over the next decade.

Domestic Stability & Social Order
Catalonia’s social order is strained by the
intersection of labor demands and perceived
state overreach. The education strikes,
demanding a 400-eur monthl 1
increase and improvements to the inclusive
school plan, have paralyzed regional transport
nodes. The revelation of police infiltration has
eroded trust between the government and
social activists, complicating the mediation
role of the police.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The Trump-Xi
summit signaled a shift toward "bloc politics"
management. China is reportedly exploiting

the US-Iran conflict to maximize military and
economic advantages, while US intelligence

warns of the ‘"geopolitical costs" of
Washington’s confrontation with Tehran.
Meanwhile, the UK faces a leadership crisis as
Health Minister West Streeting challenges
Keir Starmer for the premiership.

Energy Security The Spanish government
announced the termination of VAT reductions
on electricity and gas, effective June 1st, as
inflation begins to moderate to 3.2%.
However, regional energy transition efforts
are facing local backlash, as evidenced by
protests against the construction of a

biometallization plant in Campreddé due to

environmental and "bad odor" concerns.
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Investment Climate The  Catalonian

government and ERC have reached a
preliminary agreement on a 5.2 billion euro
investment for a new "Orbital Rail" line to
connect metropolitan belts without passing
through Barcelona. This infrastructure project

is a key condition for the approval of the
regional budget.

Legal Warfare (Lawfare) The "Pujol Case" is
being framed by some as a politically
motivated prosecution, while the defense
emphasizes a lack of criminal evidence.
Separately, the Supreme Court is seeking to
lift the immunity of MEP Luis "Alvise" Pérez
for alleged harassment and revelation of

secrets.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative centered on anti-
corruption frameworks, police structural
reforms, and the management of large-scale
immigrant regularization. Public debate is
intensifying over the 2023 Anti-Corruption
Law and its efficiency among legal
professionals.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

activity

* VAT Electricity/Gas Reform: Termination
of war-time tax breaks, returning to 21%
VAT for energy bills by June.

* Immigrant Regularization Process: A
mass administrative effort to regularize
1 1 in lonia, facing
significant bureaucratic bottlenecks and
demands for more resources.

* Inclusive Education Plan: A proposed
expansion of the
requiring a 15% increase in specialist
docents by next year.

"Escola Inclusiva"

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Parlon-Trapero Parliamentary
Appearance: A 20-minute joint briefing
admitting operational failure in police
infiltration but justifying the general use of
intelligence for public safety.

* Education Sectorial Table: A failed
negotiation session where unions rejected

the 2 billion euro agreement previously
signed with UGT and CCOO as insufficient.

Segura (USTEC)
Conference: Denounced the lack of

concrete salary proposals and the "late

arrival" of government mediation.

* Yolanda Press

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Crisis of Institutional Trust A
pervasive theme is the erosion of trust in state
apparatuses. In Catalonia, the
d'Esquadra’s infiltration into educational
assemblies is seen not as an isolated "human
error" but as part of a broader strategy to
monitor political dissent. This perception is
compounded by the "Case Pujol," where the
conclusion of a 14-year trial leaves a polarized
legacy of judicial fatigue and political
rehabilitations.  Internationally, the UK
leadership struggle and the US Fed
confirmation process reflect similar anxieties

over the independence of institutions from

executive interference.

Mossos

Strategic Technological Autonomy The
official visit of Salvador Illa to California
underscores a critical strategic trend: the
pursuit of "technological sovereignty." By
leveraging the Barcelona Supercomputing
Center to partner with firms like Nvidia,
Catalonia is attempting to insulate itself from
global supply chain shocks and the
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geopolitical weaponization of microchips. This

mirrors the broader European goal of

developing sovereign tech to avoid over-
dependence on the US or China.

The Normalization of Surveillance The
debate over Mossos infiltration and the "DGT
Environmental Labels" (which critics call
simplistic and surveillance-heavy) points to a
growing tension between security/
environmental goals and individual privacy.
Philosophers like Carissa Véliz are sounding
alarms about the "amount of surveillance a
democracy can endure," particularly as Al
models are trained on stolen data without
clear regulatory safeguards.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect continued
disruption in Catalonia's transport
infrastructure as teacher unions transition to
uninterrupted strike actions. The regional
government may face a cabinet reshuffle if the
investigation into police infiltration reveals
higher-level knowledge of the operation. In
the US, the inauguration of Kevin Warsh as
Fed Chair will likely trigger immediate market
volatility as investors look for signs of interest
rate cuts to appease the White House.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The expiration
of VAT reductions on June 1st will likely lead
to a resurgence in inflation, potentially
reigniting broader cost-of-living protests. The
"Case Pujol" verdict will be a watershed
politics, either
finalizing the rehabilitation of the center-right
or cementing a legacy of corruption. The US-
China "new stage" will be tested by the first
significant arms sale to Taiwan or a new
maritime incident in the South China Sea.

moment for Catalonian

Long Term (1-5 Years): Catalonia’s massive
regularization of 160,000 immigrants will

fundamentally alter the labor and political
landscape of the region, potentially boosting
the economy but also providing fuel for far-
right movements (Vox). The investment in the
Orbital Rail and Supercomputing will either
succeed in creating a decentralized, high-tech
Catalonian economy or fail due to the ongoing
brain drain to more competitive markets like
California.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Diplomats must treat the US-China "new
framework" as a fragile tactical truce
rather than a structural shift; focus should

remain on guardrail diplomacy to prevent

accidental escalation.
e The WHO's revision of COVID deaths
suggests a need for more robust

biosurveillance and standardized mortality
reporting to prepare for future pandemics.

Security architectures in the Middle East
will remain highly unstable as China fills
the wvacuum left by US-Iran tensions
through strategic arms sales.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investors in Catalonia should monitor the
"Orbital Rail" developments as a signal for
real nd logisti
the metropolitan periphery.

rtunities in

e The shift in FGC-operated airport lines and
the higher ticket prices may impact
tourism-dependent business models in
Barcelona.

* Retailers and energy-intensive industries
must prepare for a sharp increase in
operational costs following the June 1st
VAT hike.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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