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Outcome: Theatrical Rapport, Vague Promises.
Lacks substance on Tech Transfers or Taiwan Security.
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US softens nuclear demands - . 45-Day extension.
to ‘20-year freeze'. Hezbollah excluded.
Hunt for ‘nuclear dust’ continues. Violence persists despite deals.
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SCOTUS TARIFF REVERSAL: FAILED OIL BLOCKADE:
$166BN Refund owed. Cuba in darkness, but no
No mechanism to repay consumers.

F00|5 & ENERGY CRISIS:

DRC EBOLA: ECONOMIC FRAGILITY:
Hormuz closure blocks fertilizer. Outbreak in Gold Triples. ‘Petroyuan’ rumors rise.
UN Warns: 45M face starvation. conflict zone. China defies US secondary sanctions.
Fuel >$100/barrel crushes UK industry. Global South de-risking.

THE IMPLEMENTATION GAP

Washington agreements fail on
the ground (e.g., Gaza).
Weaponized narratives

STRUCTURAL SHIFT TO ‘G2’
’ US acknowledges China as near-peer.
conceal military shortfalls. <

Traditional allies marginalized.
China positioning as ‘stable’

alternative investment hub.
KEY IMPLICATIONS & RECOMMENDATIONS

& DIPLOMACY: Must engage non-state actors to close implementation gaps.
© SECURITY: Urgent fix needed for global fertilizer supply chains.

4l INVESTORS: Prepare for fragmented regulations (US vs. China compliance).
A CAUTION: Skepticism advised on ‘fantastic’ purchase commitments due to promise fatigue.
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TRANSACTIONAL DIPLOMACY AND
STRATEGIC STABILITY: THE US-
CHINA RESET AMIDST MULTI-
FRONT ATTRITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 15, 2026, marked a pivotal transition in
global power dynamics as U.S. President
Donald Trump concluded a high-stakes state
visit to Beijing, signaling a shift from
"strategic rivalry" to a concept of "strategic
stability" or "G2" cooperation. While the
summit produced theatrical displays of
personal rapport and vague commitments to
purchase U.S. commodities, it lacked signed
agreements on structural issues like
technology transfers or Taiwan’s security. The
administration appears to be leveraging this
"historic reset" to provide a stabilizing
narrative for domestic audiences, even as the
U.S. remains militarily and economically
bogged down in a stalled war with Iran and a
fragile, violation-prone ceasefire between
Israel and Lebanon.

Simultaneously, the limits of U.S. unilateralism
were exposed across multiple theaters. In
Washington, the Supreme Court forced a

: F e - licies,

necessitating $166 billion in refunds. In the
Caribbean, the CIA Director’s visit to Havana
highlighted a failing oil blockade that has
plunged Cuba into darkness without achieving
political collapse. On the economic front, the
continued closure of the Strait of Hormuz is
transitionally affecting global supply chains,
with the UN warning of mass starvation in the
Global South due to critical fertilizer
shortages. These events suggest a world
entering a "Westless" era where middle
powers and rivals like China increasingly
dictate the terms of regional stability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* US-China Summit Conclusion: President
Trump wrapped up a 36-hour visit, touting
"fantastic trade deals" including a 200-
plane order for Boeing and double-digit
billion-dollar agricultural purchases.
However, Chinese President Xi Jinping
issued a stern warning that missteps on
Taiwan could lead to  "dangerous
confrontation," and no formal treaties were
signed.

Iran War Deadlock: The U.S. formally
rejected Iran's counter-proposal to end the
war, while Trump signaled a softening of
his nuclear demands, floating a 20-year
freeze on enrichment instead of a
permanent ban. Tensions remain high as
the U.S. attempts to secure the "nuclear
dust" from bombed Iranian facilities.

Lebanon-Israel Ceasefire Extension:
Negotiators in Washington agreed to a 45-
day extension of the cessation of hostilities
just hours before its expiration. Despite
this, Israeli air strikes killed 11 people in
southern Lebanon, and Hezbollah remains

excluded from the diplomatic process.
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* Global Food and Energy Crisis: The UN
warns that 45 million people face starvation
if fertilizer shipments remain blocked in the
Strait of Hormuz. Fertilizer prices have
spiked over 50%, impacting planting
seasons in Africa and Asia.

* DRC Ebola Outbreak: A new outbreak of
the Ebola virus has been confirmed in Ituri
province, an active conflict zone, with 65
recorded deaths and nearly 250 suspected

cases.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Power Dynamics The
emergence of the "G2" concept represents a
de facto U.S. acknowledgment of China as a
near-peer superpower. Analysts suggest the
U.S. is weaken itself through its focus on Iran
and Venezuela, allowing China to position
itself as the "stable" alternative for global
investment. This is evidenced by the "China
Maxing" trend, where even Western
consumers are embracing Chinese brands and
lifestyles due to their perceived affordability
and sustainability.

Economic Security & Trade The TU.S.
Treasury faces a massive logistics and legal
challenge following the Supreme Court’s
ruling that the "Liberation Day" tariffs were
illegal. The government must refund billions
to importers, though there is no mechanism to
return these costs to the consumers who
ultimately = paid higher retail prices.
Meanwhile, the UK fishing and bakery
industries are on the brink of collapse due to
fuel costs exceeding $100 per barrel of Brent
Crude.

Al & Technology Policy During the Beijing
summit, the U.S. and China discussed Al
guardrails to mitigate biological and nuclear
risks. Notably, high-tech exports like Nvidia's

H200 chips remain a point of contention;
China is pushing indigenous innovation to
avoid reliance on a "mercurial® U.S.
administration that weaponizes the tech
stack.

Energy Security The U.S. oil blockade of
Cuba has entered its fifth month, resulting in
a partial collapse of the national grid and 20-
hour daily power cuts. The crisis has forced
the U.S. to deploy CIA Director John Radcliff
to Havana to open a political dialogue,
signaling that the "maximum pressure"
campaign has reached a stalemate.

Domestic Stability & Elite Politics In the
UK, Prime Minister Kier Starmer faces a
leadership rebellion within the Labor Party
following disastrous local elections. The
resignation of Health Secretary Wes Streeting
and the potential return of Andy Burnham to
Parliament suggest an impending succession
crisis that could stifle UK economic growth.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative bodies are struggling to constrain
executive war powers and manage the fallout
of aggressive trade policies. The U.S. House of
Representatives remains deadlocked over
military authorization, reflecting a deep
partisan divide over the ongoing engagement
in Iran.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

e War Powers Resolution (U.S. House): A
Democrat-led measure to halt the Iran war
until further hostilities are authorized by
Congress failed to achieve a simple
majority.
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* Land Reform Bill (Bolivia): President
Rodrigo Paz was forced to withdraw a
controversial bill that would have allowed
small farms to be absorbed into large
holdings, following violent protests by
miners and indigenous groups.

« UAP Disclosure Act (U.S. Senate):
Bipartisan legislation mentioned as using
the term "non-human intelligence" to push
for transparency regarding unexplained
aerial phenomena.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Senate Central Command Briefing:
Admiral Brad Cooper testified that the U.S.
has achieved its military objectives in Iran,
despite intelligence reports suggesting Iran
retains 70% of its missile launchers.

* Bricks Foreign Ministers Meeting (New
Delhi): Iran’s foreign minister called on
Bricks nations to condemn U.S. and Israeli
violations of international law, though
internal (notably the UAE)
prevented a joint statement.

divisions

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Westless" Peace and Strategic
Ambiguity The mediation of the Iran conflict
by Pakistan and the increasing role of China
in Middle Eastern security reflect a
"multipolar, Westless world". The U.S. appears
to be outsourcing regional stabilization to
Beijing in exchange for trade concessions.
However, this creates an "implementation
gap"—agreements reached in Washington or
Beijing often fail to translate to the ground in
Lebanon or Gaza, where local actors like
Hezbollah and Hamas remain outside the
diplomatic tent.

The Weaponization of Language and
Narrative Across multiple reports, a theme of
"rewriting history" emerges. On the 78th
anniversary of the Nakba, Palestinians
highlight how ‘"evacuation orders" and
"humanitarian corridors" are used to
normalize  ethnic  cleansing.  Similarly,
President Trump dismissed the hunt for
Iranian uranium as a '"public relations
standpoint" and "nuclear dust," suggesting
that military objectives are often subservient
to the theater of domestic politics.

Economic Fragility and the Death of the
Dollar? While the U.S. Dollar remains robust,
the tripling of gold prices and the rise of
"Petroyuan" rumors suggest a long-term
erosion of the dollar-based order. China’s
decision to order its companies to ignore U.S.
sanctions is a landmark act of financial
defiance that, if successful, would render U.S.
secondary sanctions obsolete.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a

leadership contest in the UK ILabor Party as
Starmer’s authority continues to erode. In the
Middle East, the 45-day extension in Lebanon
will likely be characterized by continued
"defensive" strikes by Israel and drone attacks
by Hezbollah, as both sides test the limits of
the new window. Civil unrest in Cuba and

Bolivia will likely intensify as fuel and food

reserves are completely exhausted.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S. will
face a fiscal crunch as it begins issuing over
$100 billion in tariff refunds, potentially
leading to increased government borrowing
costs. The Ebola outbreak in DRC could
become a regional crisis if not contained
within Ituri's conflict zones, particularly as
international aid remains underfunded. A
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fourth state visit by Xi Jinping to Washington
in September will likely be the deadline for
any real progress on the Iran "Grand
Bargain."

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift
toward "G2" management of the world
economy will likely marginalize traditional
allies in Europe and the GCC. The global
south will continue de-risking from the U.S.
dollar to avoid becoming targets of future
sanctions. If the "nuclear dust" issue in Iran is
not resolved, a slow creep toward Iranian
nuclear breakout remains the ultimate

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* For International Policy: Diplomatic
efforts must shift from hosting talks in
Western capitals to empowering credible
mediators who can engage directly with
non-state actors like Hezbollah; otherwise,
"implementation gaps" will lead to
perpetual ceasefire collapses.

* For International Policy: The
international community must urgently
address fertilizer supply chain resilience to
prevent a 2027 global harvest failure,
moving beyond fossil-fuel-based
agricultural inputs.

* For Private Sector/Investors:
Multinationals should prepare for a
fragmented regulatory environment where
they may be forced to choose between U.S.
sanctions compliance and Chinese legal
mandates to ignore those same sanctions.

e For Private Sector/Investors: The
aerospace and agricultural sectors should
remain skeptical of "fantastic" Chinese
purchase commitments; historical data
shows a high level of promise fatigue and
missed targets when geopolitical tensions
rise.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.
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This report is entirely machine generated more about the GDELT Project at https:/
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

is used to train or tune any Al model. archive.org/details/tv.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
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