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ALGERIA IS AGGRESSIVELY
POSITIONING ITSELF AS A
STRATEGIC AFRICAN POWER HUB
THROUGH THE EXPORT OF ENERGY
INFRASTRUCTURE,
PHARMACEUTICAL SOVEREIGNTY,
AND HIGH-LEVEL DIPLOMATIC
REALIGNMENT WITH SAHELIAN
AND AUSTRALE PARTNERS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On May 15-16, 2026, Algerian state media
reflected a coordinated push by the Tebboune
administration to assert regional leadership
through a pragmatic "South-South"
cooperation model. The centerpiece of this
effort is the conclusion of a landmark state
visit by Chadian President Mahamat Idriss
Déby Itno, which resulted in nearly thirty
strategic agreements across eleven sectors.
This diplomatic offensive is characterized by a
transition from  historical revolutionary
solidarity to "results-oriented" infrastructure
development, notably the commitment to
build a 40MW power plant in N'Djamena and
integrate Chad into the trans-Saharan road
network. By positioning state entities like
Sonelgaz and Sonatrach as providers of

essential services to the Sahel, Algeria is
attempting to fill a vacuum left by shifting
global interests in the region.

In parallel, the Algerian government is
doubling down on economic sovereignty. The
state pharmaceutical giant Saidal is rapidly

expanding  its anti-cancer  medication
production, aiming to slash  import
dependency and secure the domestic

healthcare supply chain. This move toward
industrial autonomy is mirrored in governance
reforms at the Algerian Investment Agency
(API), where a new "decider" status for
guichet unique representatives aims to
eliminate the bureaucratic paralysis that has
historically stifled foreign and domestic
investment. The convergence of these policies
suggests a regime focused on building a
"state-led" resilient economy that can project
power through industrial and energy exports.

However, regional tensions remain a dominant
theme. State coverage continues to
aggressively delegitimize the Moroccan
regime, leveraging Spanish security reports to
frame the Makhzen as a narco-state
responsible for the global cannabis trade.
Simultaneously, Algeria is hosting the
"Caravan of Memory" to anchor its European
diaspora—specifically youth in France—to the
revolutionary narrative ahead of the 2026
legislative elections. This suggests a dual-
track strategy: projecting outward strength
while consolidating the ideological and
electoral loyalty of the millions of Algerians
living abroad.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Chad-Algeria Strategic Alliance

The state visit of President Mahamat Idriss
Déby Itno concluded with the signing of a
major
involving the deployment of 50MW (later
specified as a 40MW plant) to alleviate
N'Djamena’s chronic energy crisis.

wer neration reemen

Algeria committed to a significant increase
in academic and technical support,
doubling student scholarships to 300 with a
focus on digitalization and medical
specialization.

Security cooperation centered on a
concerted response to terrorism and
transnational crime in the Sahel, with a
rare two-hour "one-on-one" between the
two presidents signaling high trust.

Infrastructure visits to the Port of Djen
Djen highlighted plans to create logistical
corridors for landlocked countries like
Chad, utilizing the trans-Saharan highway
as an alternative to West African ports.

Pharmaceutical Sovereignty and Import
Substitution

Saidal Group is operationalizing 11 out of
15 planned facilities to produce 172
ifferen ncological medications,
specifically targeting a 41% increase in
supply to the central hospital pharmacy by
2025-2026.

Advanced research projects into stem cells
and biological therapies were announced,

marking a shift toward high-tech clinical
independence.

Investment and Governance Reform

The Algerian Investment Agency (API) has
empowered its unique
representatives to be direct decision-
makers rather than mere administrative
liaisons, a move designed to facilitate over
22,000 pending investment projects.

window

Officials announced the imminent launch of

a digital unique desk to automate approvals
based on a new national planning
"referential."

Regional Conflict Narrative

Algeria amplified Spanish government
reports identifying Morocco as the primary

global producer of cannabis, utilizing more
than 600 high-speed boats for trafficking.

Heavy focus on the "Rief National Party"
opening its first European branch in
Girona, Spain, signaling Algerian support
for the Rief’s self-determination and
highlighting Moroccan human rights
abuses.

Reports from the Gambian capital, Banjul,
highlighted Sahrawi diplomatic efforts to

expose Moroccan "media blackouts" and
viol righ fen

Religious and Cultural Diplomacy

* Interfaith dialogue received unusual
prominence with discussions on the

upcoming visit of the Pope, framing Algeria
as a land of tolerance and historical
Christian presence (Augustine of Hippo).

The "Caravan of Memory" brought 56
diaspora youths to nstantin n
historical massacre sites to foster "national
belonging" and turn the diaspora into
"ambassadors" of the state.
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KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Economic Security & Investment Climate

* The API’'s transition from a "transmission
belt" to an autonomous decision-making
body is a critical attempt to reduce the 24-
month average delay for project approvals.

* The government is prioritizing "stable
fundamentals" in investment law to counter

perceptions of legal insecurity that

historically deterred foreign capital.
Energy Security & Regional Influence

* Sonatrach and Sonelgaz are Dbeing
leveraged as tools of regional statecraft,
with specific targets for hydrocarbon
exploration in Chad and electricity grid
stabilization across the Sahel.

e The push for local transformation of
resources (refineries, cement plants) in
partner countries like Chad aims to build a
dependency on Algerian technical
management and equipment exports.

Geopolitical Power Dynamics

* Algeria is formalizing a "multi-alignment"
strategy, similar to Angola’s, to maintain
strategic autonomy between global powers
while dominating the African Union’s
agenda on regional stability.

* Diplomatic coordination with Egypt focused
on the regional neighborhood and Middle
East, suggesting a shared interest in
stabilizing the Mediterranean/Red Sea axis.

Domestic Stability & Social Order

* The 2026 legislative elections are a
looming governance priority, with the
Independent  National Authority for
Elections (ANIE) installing mechanisms in
consulates across France to manage the
diaspora vote.

* The use of "Memory" as a governance tool
was underscored by the commemoration of
Maliha Hamidou and other martyrs, serving
to unify the populace under the current
leadership's nationalist banner.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and regulatory discussions on May
15, 2026, were dominated by electoral
preparation and investment code
implementation. The government is focused
on operationalizing the 2022 Investment Law
and preparing for the 2026 legislative cycle.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Flectoral Code Amendments: Updates to
candidacy requirements for the 2026
elections, requiring half of candidates to be
under 40 and one-third to be women, with a
strict university degree requirement for
half of the list.

National Service Obligations: Formal
notification for citizens born in 2009 to
register for mandatory census and medical
selection for national service, emphasizing
the legal obligation for all males reaching
19.

* Investment Rule 51/49: Ongoing debate
regarding the stability of the 51/49
ownership rule and its impact on the
investment climate, with officials arguing
that current sector-specific flexibility
provides enough openness.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* ANIE Press Ceremony: The Independent
National Authority for Elections held a
R : Paris for
supervisors of the 2026 legislative
elections, marking the operational start of
the vote for the diaspora.

* Hydrocarbons-Industry Coordination
Meeting: A rare joint session between the
Ministers  of Industry, and
Renewable Energy to mandate national
industrial integration and reduce
dependency on imported industrial inputs.

Energy,

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Transition from
Infrastructure Statecraft

Solidarity to

A profound shift is occurring in Algeria’s
foreign policy toward Africa. Historically,
Algeria relied on the "idealist revolutionary"
rhetoric of the 1960s and 70s. Current
reporting, however, emphasizes a "practical
and pragmatic" approach. The state is now
acting as an infrastructure provider, using
energy (Sonelgaz) and logistics (Port of Djen
Djen) to anchor neighbors into its orbit. This
"African-African model" is not merely about
solidarity; it is about creating a strategic
corridor that bypasses traditional colonial-era
routes, particularly for landlocked countries
like Chad that currently rely on potentially
unstable West African neighbors.

Institutionalizing
Barrier to Reform

"The Martyr" as a

The intensive historical
martyrdom—from the documentary on Maliha
Hamidou to the "Caravan of Memory"—
suggests a regime that is increasingly using

coverage  of

history as a form of "cultural biosurveillance."
By centering the national identity on a "period
of darkness" (the colonial era), the state
justifies its current '"resilience" and strong-
state governance. This historical anchoring is
being specifically targeted at the diaspora in
France to prevent the "temptation of division"
or communalism that might threaten the
state’s electoral control over the millions of
voters residing in Europe.

The "Multi-Alignment" Economic Shift

The discourse surrounding Angola and Chad
reveals an Algerian desire to mimic the "multi-
alignment" strategies of other rising powers.
By discussing Angola’s shift from China
toward the United States, Algerian analysts
are signaling that Algeria too can diversify its
partnerships without sacrificing its autonomy.
This is underpinned by a newfound confidence
in industrial sectors like pharmaceuticals and
mining, which are presented as the new
"national shield" against global price volatility.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Groundbreaking for the 40MW power plant
in N'Djamena is expected, serving as a
high-visibility test of Algerian
implementation capacity in the Sahel.

* Deployment of the Alger-N'Djamena and
Alger-Luanda air lines will likely accelerate,
targeting a June/July 2026 launch to
facilitate the newly created Business
Councils.
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Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* Intensified electoral campaigning within
the diaspora as the ANIE operationalizes
regional desks. This may lead to increased
friction with French authorities over
sovereign activities on foreign soil.

* A significant reduction in pharmaceutical
imports will be reported as Saidal's anti-
cancer units reach 50%  capacity,
potentially impacting the market shares of
European pharmaceutical firms.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* Completion of the trans-Saharan highway
segments in Chad and Niger could
transform Algeria into the dominant
logistics hub for the central Sahel,
fundamentally altering trade flows from the
Gulf of Guinea toward the Mediterranean.

* Success of the "Pope’s visit" diplomacy
could reposition Algeria as the primary
mediator for conflicts across both Muslim
and Christian Africa, competing directly
with Moroccan and Egyptian influence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Western governments should monitor the
growing "Rief National Party" activity in
Spain, as Algerian support could destabilize
Spanish-Moroccan relations and create a

new front in the Maghreb cold war.

* EU and US energy departments should look
at Sonelgaz’s involvement in Chad as a sign
of Algeria's intent to become the "anchor
state" for energy security in the Sahel, a
role previously reserved for Western or
Chinese aid.

» Diplomatic circles should anticipate a more
assertive Algerian stance at the African
Union, backed by a coalition of Australe
powers (Angola, South Africa) that share a
multi-alignment philosophy.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Opportunity: The pharmaceutical sector
offers significant joint-venture potential for
firms providing raw materials and
biological technology for Saidal's
expansion.

* Risk: Import-dependent businesses face
increasing regulatory barriers as Algeria
intensifies its "industrial integration"
mandates to achieve self-sufficiency in
oncology and energy equipment.

* Opportunity: The logistics sector around
the Port of Djen Djen and the trans-Saharan
highway represents a high-growth area for
cold-chain and dry-bulk transport firms
looking to access the interior African
market.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

examine
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themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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