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THE TRUMP-XI SUMMIT IN BEIJING
REDEFINES THE G2 RELATIONSHIP
AS TAIWAN FACES DOMESTIC
POLITICAL POLARIZATION AND
SYSTEMIC INSTITUTIONAL
FAILURES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The global geopolitical landscape underwent a
significant shift on May 15, 2026, as U.S.
President Trump concluded a high-stakes
summit with Chinese President Xi Jinping in
Beijing. The meeting, characterized by "grand
hospitality" and transactional diplomacy,
resulted in massive trade commitments,
including China’s purchase of hundreds of
billions in agricultural goods and 200 Boeing
aircraft. While the U.S. side focused on
economic wins and regional stability in the
Middle East, the "Taiwan issue" remained a
looming "red line," with Xi Jinping warning of
potential "collision" or "conflict" if bilateral
relations are mishandled. Analysts are
increasingly concerned that Taiwan is being
marginalized in these high-level "G2"
negotiations, potentially shifting from a "chess
player" to a "pawn."

Domestically, Taiwan is grappling with intense
political friction and a perceived decay in
institutional integrity,. = The  Democratic
Progressive Party’s (DPP) potential
nomination of Shen Pao-yang (Puma Shen) for
Taipei Mayor has ignited a firestorm of
criticism regarding his alleged U.S. funding
and his role in "Internet Army" operations.
Concurrently, a series of scandals involving
medical malpractice, systemic voyeurism in
aesthetic clinics, and
procurement irregularities have weakened
public trust. The convergence of these events
suggests a period of "strategic anxiety," where
external geopolitical shifts are exacerbating
internal social and political divisions.

government

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Trump-Xi Summit and the "G2"
Framework

* President Trump’s visit to Zhongnanhai
marked a return to high-level engagement,
with Xi Jinping providing a "state visit-plus"
reception, including a tour of the
mysterious power center usually closed to
foreign leaders.

Substantial trade agreements were
reached, involving Boeing aircraft, U.S.
beef, and agricultural products, aimed at
reducing the trade deficit and securing
Chinese cooperation on the Hormuz Strait
and Iranian military aid.

e The summit established a ‘"stability
framework" for Al and high-tech
competition, though structural tensions
remain regarding semiconductor export
controls and Al market bubbles.
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Taiwan's Arms Procurement Budget
Dispute

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

International Relations & Foreign Policy
* The Legislative Yuan is deadlocked over an

arms budget totaling TWD 1.25 trillion; the * The "G2" management of the Taiwan Strait
opposition has approved TWD 780 billion, is increasingly apparent, with U.S.
but the Executive Yuan is demanding an Secretary of State Rubio and Chinese
additional TWD 470 billion. officials discussing joint risk management

* Critics argue that the procurement focuses to avoid conflict.

on "junk" equipment, such as overweight
M1  tanks unsuitable for Taiwan's

» Taiwan’s "Resist China, Protect Taiwan"
strategy is being tested as major powers

infrastructure, or drones from move toward dialogue and de-escalation,
manufacturers with questionable potentially isolating the current
backgrounds. administration’s harder line.

The "Puma Shen" Mayoral Nomination Corruption & Governance
Controversy
* Questions have been raised about the "King

* Legislator Shen Pao-yang (Puma Shen) is of Bidding" in Kaohsiung, where a former

facing scrutiny over his nomination for
Taipei Mayor, with opponents citing his U.S.
government grants as a conflict of interest

for a national security-focused lawmaker.

* Accusations have surfaced regarding his
"Black Bear Academy" providing incorrect
civil defense information and fostering
social division through "internet soldier"
tactics.

official’s association won 19 government
contracts worth over TWD 24 million, often

through restricted bidding processes.

* A Coast Guard officer was disciplined for

operating a side business (a BBQ
restaurant) while on extended

psychological sick leave, highlighting gaps
in public servant oversight.

Al & Cybersecurity

Systemic Voyeurism and Privacy Breaches
* Al technology is being utilized in novel

* The Arli Group and other aesthetic clinics ways, such as a mother using ChatGPT to

in Taipei and New Taipei City have been
shut down or fined for pinhole camera
voyeurism targeting female patients and
employees.

* Local governments have initiated city-wide
"anti-voyeurism" sweeps and are calling for
stricter real-name registration for the sale
of miniature surveillance equipment.

identify signs of sexual abuse in her son’s
school reports.

* A major cybersecurity breach targeted

high-net-worth individuals and celebrities,
including BTS members, with hackers
attempting to drain stock accounts while
the victims were in military service.
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Domestic Stability & Social Order

* Extreme  weather events, including
mudslides in Hualien and flash floods in
Southern Taiwan, are causing repeated
evacuations and public anger over
perceived slow government response.

* Violent incidents, including a grandson
killing his grandfather over a TWD 60,000

debt, signal a concerning trend of "reverse-
kinship" crimes.

Health & Biosurveillance

* Concerns regarding the "Hanta virus" or a
similar pathogen on a cruise ship prompted
the hospitalization of a passenger in
Taiwan, though initial tests were negative.

» Serious medical malpractice cases

emerged, including a doctor allowing a
vendor to perform surgery and a fatal

hemorrhage during a weight-loss
procedure for a morbidly obese patient.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The Legislative Yuan is currently the site of a
fierce budgetary battle regarding national
defense, with the opposition blocking nearly
half a trillion TWD in additional funding
sought by the Executive Yuan. Lawmakers are
also debating "Truth-in-Surgery" regulations
and stricter controls on surveillance
technology following recent scandals.

* Arms Procurement Bill: Debate over the
TWD 1.25 trillion package; opposition
lawmakers argue that the budget includes
outdated or unsuitable military hardware.

* Social Order Maintenance Act
Amendment: Proposals to increase
penalties for "pinhole voyeurism" and

mandatory licensing for micro-camera

sales.

* Healthcare Quality Act: New focus on
prohibiting non-medical personnel

(vendors) from participating in surgeries,
following the Taipei Veterans General
Hospital scandal.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Marginalization of Taiwan in U.S.-
China Detente

The primary theme of the day is the "G2"
rapprochement. The Trump-Xi summit, while
publicly cordial, suggests a move toward
"joint management" of regional risks. The fact
that the U.S. summary of the meeting omitted
the Taiwan issue has sparked alarm in Taipei.
Critics argue that the U.S. is treating Taiwan
as a bargaining chip to secure economic
concessions from Beijing. This trend threatens
the "Resist China" narrative of the current
administration, as the international
community sees the two superpowers seeking

in" that may bypass Taiwan’s
local interests.

Institutional Decay and the Crisis of Trust

Taiwan is facing a multi-sector institutional
crisis. In healthcare, doctors are being caught
lying about surgeries to cover up the
involvement of unlicensed vendors. In the
security sector, a police officer allegedly
formed a voyeurism ring to stalk a female
colleague. In governance, procurement is
plagued by ‘"limited bidding" that favors
political insiders. These disparate events form
a narrative of a society where "the rule of law"
is being replaced by "the rule of connections,"
leading to significant civilian unrest and
skepticism.

Cognitive Warfare and Social Division
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The rise of figures like Puma Shen highlights
the normalization of "cognitive warfare" as a
domestic political tool. By labeling opponents
as '"potential fifth columns" or "CCP
collaborators," political actors are deepening
social fractures. This "Internet Soldier"
mentality is now moving into mainstream
electoral politics, raising fears that future
elections will be dominated by smear
campaigns and ideological purging rather

than policy-based debate.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect a surge in city-wide inspections of
aesthetic clinics and public baths as the
voyeurism scandal expands. Public anxiety
will remain high, potentially impacting the
service economy.

e The political battle over Puma Shen’s
nomination will intensify, with more
revelations likely regarding foreign funding
for NGOs and its impact on legislative
independence.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

» Taiwan may face "buyer's remorse" or
"delivery delays" on arms procurement as
the U.S. and China negotiate regional
stability. The TWD 1.25 trillion budget may
be further trimmed or redirected toward
domestic production.

Internal DPP friction may increase if the
"Internet Army" tactics of the radical wing
are seen as alienating middle-of-the-r
voters ahead of the mayoral elections.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The "G2" framework could lead to a
permanent shift where Taiwan is forced to
integrate more closely with the global
Chinese under  U.S.-China
supervision, regardless of the local
administration's ideology.

economy

* Structural reforms to the medical and legal
systems will be necessary to restore public

trust, or Taiwan risks a legitimacy crisis

that could be exploited by external powers.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Allies must monitor the U.S.-China "G2"
dialogues closely; the omission of Taiwan
from official summaries may indicate a
private shift in policy that differs from
public "security guarantees."

International health organizations should
note the potential for disease transmission
via the cruise industry and the need for
standardized quarantine protocols in the
Asia-Pacific.

* Cybersecurity cooperation should focus on
"stock draining" malware, which is
increasingly being used to target absentee
account holders like military conscripts.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Investments in the aesthetic and healthcare
sectors in Taiwan carry high regulatory risk
due to pending crackdowns on privacy and
surgery protocols.
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* The defense industry should anticipate
shifts in Taiwan's procurement toward
smaller, agile tech (Al/funmanned systems)
rather than heavy armor (M1 tanks), given
the current budget deadlock.

* Real estate and tourism in Eastern Taiwan
(Hualien/Yilan) face declining stability due
to increasingly frequent and
extreme weather events impacting critical
infrastructure.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]leetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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