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I DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: THE PIVOTAL JUNCTURE
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- ANDREW YERMAK ARRESTED
Strait of Hormuz Blockade: (Former Chief of Staff)
Hyperinflation, Unemployment
70 days, no deal $10M corruption scheme probe
US Unlateralm Exhavston _ BRICS Consldation 893 30 ke e it e ool ciae) SASOMIday e cost bAKORS accanted

f i “Shadow" sector estimated at 70%
Trump-Xi Summit: No breakthroughs on Iran/Taiwan s tenedivglumilylin Ui Donors/IMF demand transparency

Beijing warns of Thucydides Trap Global supply chains disrupted (over 1 billion barrels). Forced conscription tactics in Odessa (“genocide”)
US viewed as declining due to past policies; seeking Economic collapse in Iran SRR o,
Chinese help for "Project Freedom" Iran War exit. Threat of renewed hostilities. Internal stability threatened, political purge underway.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & TRENDS: CONVERGING CRISES & DE-DOLLARIZATION
BRICS EXPANSION & NEW SECURITY ARCHITECTURE

New Delhi Meeting:
Digital Investment Platforms,
Alternative Trade Corridors

(INSTC expansion)

Accelerated “De-Dollarization”.
Bypass Western financial gatekeepers.
Russia/India: Joint weapons
production, INSTC expansion
Iran: Seeks non-Western security

. architecture in Persian Gulf.

CRITICAL MINERALS & CORRUPTION & RULE OF LAW /
TRADE WARFARE ENERGY & FOOD SECURITV

@p?

China: Stricter Rare Earth Exports. Yermak Graft Scandal. Nelanyahu cunupuun charges. Ukrainian Drone Strikes (Ryazan, Belgorod).
US: “Wholly Dependent” for advanced missiles. UAE as Iran Target. Hormuz Blockade: Russian Retaliation.
Strategic Bottleneck. Chemical compound shortage (hlacklwhne packagmg) Baltic/Finland Drone Incursions (Latvian PM resigns)
Reciprocal Tariffs debated (economist warning). US Fertilizer Crisis (Russia diverted to BRICS). US “Intel Community” Rogue Allegations.

LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITY & HEARINGS

7 [BILL] West Bank Annexation Plan (Full Israeli authority over Areas A,B,C).

) [BILL] Archaeological Heritage Law (Seize 2500 “biblical sites").
BILL] Domestic Environmental Deregulation (Opposed by “MAHA" movement).
[HEARING] BRICS Foreign Ministers (Lavrov/Jaishankar: Non-dollar systems).
[HEARING] Yermak Bail ($3M set).
[EVENT] Trump-Xi Press Statement (Trade preise vs. Avoid global war).

DEEP DIVE: THE WEAPONIZATION DEEP DIVE: THE COLLAPSE OF THE "DEMOCRACY
OF INTERDEPENDENCE PROJECT" IN UKRAINE & NEW COLONIALISM

“De-dollarization” as survival, not fringe. Yermak arrest: “Tip of the iceberg” of crumbling regime.
US sanctions abuse Ieads to irreversible trend. Shadow economy enriches elite, not state.
Hormuz closure as “geoeconomic strike". “Genocide” of working class.
Wealth shifting to Asia (Yuan, digital assets). Russia-France rhetorical battle over African influence
(“New Colonialism Narrative”, “Political Decolonization").

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS (1-5 YEARS)

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks) MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months) LONG TERM (1-5 Years)

Reactionary protests in Ukraine US Midterms drive face-saving exit from Global security architecture bifurcates (US-led
(potential government crisis). Iran conflict. vs. China/Russia-led non-Western architecture).
Russian retaliation against fuel/transport BRICS finalize digital investment platform. “Thucydides Trap" manifests as permanent
infrastructure. Israel moves on West Bank “unification”. technological/resource warfare.
Continued oil market volatility. China controls raw materials for US recovery.

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

POLICY: “Crisis Management” protocol urgent (US-China miscalculations).
Acknowledge BRICS power shift or risk exclusion. Diversify away from dollar-denominated assets.
PRIVATE SECTOR: Supply Chain Risk (Rare Earth weaponization -» self-reliance).
Regulatory Compliance (Ukraine “shadow economy” risks).

Investment Opportunity (Peaceful nuclear energy in India, BRICS digital settlement technologies).
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 15, 2026, marks a pivotal juncture in the
transition toward a multipolar world order,
characterized by the visible exhaustion of U.S.
unilateralism and the aggressive consolidation
of the BRICS-led economic bloc. The second
day of President Donald Trump’s state visit to
China has concluded with high-level optics but
a distinct lack of major breakthroughs, as
Beijing uses the historical "Thucydides Trap"
analogy to signal its refusal to submit to
American hegemony. While Trump attempts to
frame the summit as a victory, analysts
suggest Washington is in a position of
weakness, seeking Chinese assistance to
extricate itself from the "Project Freedom"
war in Iran, which has crippled global supply
chains and disrupted over a billion barrels of
oil.

Simultaneously, the governance of Ukraine is
facing an existential fracture following the
arrest of Andrew Yermak, the former chief of

staff and widely regarded "second most
powerful man" in the country. This arrest,
stemming from a $10 million corruption
scheme, signals a potential collapse of the
Zelensky administration’s inner circle as
Western donors and the IMF demand
transparency in an economy where the
"shadow" sector is estimated to reach 70
percent. These domestic and international
crises are converging to accelerate "de-
dollarization," with BRICS nations meeting in
New Delhi to finalize digital investment
platforms and alternative trade corridors that
bypass traditional Western financial
gatekeepers.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Trump-Xi Summit and the "Thucydides
Trap"

* President Trump concluded his state visit
to Beijing with informal talks over tea in
the Forbidden City, failing to secure
concrete commitments on Iran or Taiwan.

* Chinese President Xi Jinping invoked
ancient Greek history to warn against the
Thucydides Trap, suggesting that the U.S.
must accept a "new paradigm" of power
coexistence rather than pursuing zero-sum
rivalry.

e Trump’s domestic framing of the visit
suggests China views the U.S. as a
declining nation due to the previous
administration's  policies, though he
maintains that a stronger bilateral
relationship is pending.
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Systemic Corruption and Political Purge * Russia and India are discussing the joint

in Ukraine production of state-of-the-art weapons and
the expansion of the International North-
e Andrew Yermak, Vladimir Zelensky’s South Transport Corridor (INSTC).

former right-hand man, has been ordered

to be held for 60 days in connection to a

massive money-laundering probe.

e Iran has utilized the BRICS platform to
seek mediators to end U.S. "bullying" and
establish a security architecture that

* The investigation involves the excludes Western powers from the Persian
embezzlement of aid funds for the Gulf.

construction of elite mansions for top
officials while the country remains in a

state of total mobilization. KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

 Internal stability is further threatened by Critical Minerals and Trade Warfare
forced conscription tactics in cities like
Odessa, which some lawmakers have e China has implemented stricter controls on
characterized as a "genocide" against the the export of rare earth minerals to the
Ukrainian people. United States, specifically targeting

military establishments.

The E i f the I Wi Project
¢ heonomics o e Iran War (Projec e The U.S. remains "wholly dependent" on

Freedom . . .
) China for these materials, which are
* The war on Iran has reached its 70th day, essential for advanced missile systems,
resulting in hvperinflation and creating a strategic bottleneck that limits
hyperinflation  and
unemployment as the Strait of Hormuz Washington's ability to maintain a long-
remains under effective Iranian term conflict.
coordination. * Trump continues to advocate for reciprocal
« Trump has threatened to finish the job by tariffs, though economists warn these are

paid by American consumers and subsidize
the lack of domestic industrial capacity.

renewing hostilities if a deal is not reached,
claiming that 80% of Iran’s missile
manufacturing has been destroyed.

* Iran asserts that the unjustified aggression

Corruption and Rule of Law

by the U.S. and Israel has failed to achieve * The arrest of Andrew Yermak highlights a
its  objectives, instead strengthening massive graft scandal where $450 million a
Tehran’s regional upper hand. day is required to run the war effort, yet

billions are unaccounted for.
Expansion of BRICS and the New Security

. e In Israel, Prime Minister Netanyahu is
Architecture

accused of avoiding his trial on corruption

* Foreign ministers from BRICS nations met charges by maintaining a state of perpetual

in New Delhi to prepare for the September conflict in Lebanon and Iran.
2026 summit, focusing on energy security * The UAE is increasingly implicated as a
and digital assets. legitimate target for Iran after reportedly

allowing U.S. bases on its territory to
conduct strikes.
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Energy and Food Security

* The blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has
forced global manufacturers to switch to
black and white packaging due to a lack of
chemical compounds, illustrating the
extreme vulnerability of globalized supply
chains.

* American farmers are facing a fertilizer
crisis, as traditional suppliers like Russia
are diverted toward BRICS partners like
India.

* Russia is proposing a new investment
platform to accumulate funds for
development projects in the Global South,
emphasizing resilience against "unfriendly
pressure" from third parties.

National Security and Hybrid Warfare

* Ukrainian drone strikes on residential
buildings in Ryazan and Belgorod killed
several civilians, prompting massive
Russian retaliation strikes with precision
weapons.

* The Baltic states and Finland are reporting

krainian drone incursions, causing a

political crisis that has already led to the
resignation of the Latvian Prime Minister.

* The U.S. "intel community" is characterized
by critics as a rogue organization that
prioritizes corporate interests over national
safety, with former CIA agents alleging
systemic involvement in foreign
assassinations and coups.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity on May 15, 2026, was
dominated by radical shifts in Israeli land-use
policy and Malaysian objections to NATO-
linked export revocations. In the U.S., the
"America First" environmental policy remains

a

subject of intense debate as the

administration attempts to balance energy
expansion with public health initiatives like
the "MAHA" movement.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

West Bank Annexation Plan: Israeli
Finance Minister Smotrich submitted a
detailed plan to the cabinet to erase the
distinctions between Areas A, B, and C,
placing the entire West Bank under full
Israeli authority.

Archaeological Heritage Law: A
proposed Israeli law would enable the
government to seize 2,500 historical sites
in the West Bank, rebranding them as
"biblical sites" to justify land grabs.

Domestic Environmental Deregulation:
Proposals to strike down greenhouse gas
laws in the U.S. to favor domestic fracking
and coal production, while facing
opposition from the RFK Jr.-led "MAHA"
movement regarding pesticide and 5G
regulations.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

BRICS Foreign Ministers Meeting:
Sergey Lavrov and S. Jaishankar discussed

peaceful nuclear energy and direct mutual
settlement systems to bypass the dollar.

Yermak Bail Hearing: A Ukrainian court
set bail for Yermak at $3 million (down
from $4 million), which he claims he cannot
pay without the help of "friends."

Trump-Xi Press Statement: Brief
statements in Beijing where Trump praised
trade deals while Xi emphasized the need
to avoid global war.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Interdependence

A central theme across the day’s reporting is
the transition from economic globalization to
"weaponized interdependence." Analysts on
CrossTalk argue that the U.S. has abused the
dollar’s reserve status through sanctions,
leading to a "de-dollarization" trend that is
now irreversible. The closure of the Strait of
Hormuz is not merely a military maneuver but
a "geoeconomic" strike that demonstrates the
limits of U.S. power to protect global trade. As
a result, wealth is rapidly shifting to Asia,
where safe havens are sought in the Yuan and
digital assets.

The Collapse of the "Democracy Project"
in Ukraine

The arrest of Yermak represents more than
just a corruption case; it is the "tip of the
iceberg" of a crumbling regime. Reports
suggest that the Zelensky regim's power is
weakening as the military-industrial complex
fails to deliver victories and the domestic
populace revolts against conscription. The
realization that 45-70% of the economy is in
the "shadows" suggests that Western aid has
served to enrich an omnipotent elite rather
than sustain the state, leading to a "genocide"
of the working class who are being forcibly
sent to the frontlines.

The New Colonialism Narrative

A fierce rhetorical battle has erupted between
Russia and France over African influence.
Sergey Lavrov fired back at President
Macron, accusing France of having
colonization imprinted in its DNA. The
narrative suggests that as African nations turn
toward Russia for security assistance, the

"French elite" are unable to accept African
agency. This is coupled with historical
documentaries on African political thought
(Nkrumah’s "Conscientism"), which are being
used to frame Russia as a partner in "political
decolonization" against Western
neocolonialism.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

* Expect reactionary protests in Ukraine as
the Yermak scandal unfolds, potentially

leading to further high-level resignations or
a "government crisis" similar to Latvia's.

* Russian retaliation for drone strikes on

residential buildings will likely target
Ukrainian fuel i inf ,
further degrading Kiev’s ability to move
troops.

* Market volatility in oil will persist as the
April 8 ceasefire in Iran remains
deadlocked.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

* The U.S. midterm elections in November
2026 will drive the Trump administration to
seek any face-saving exit from the Iran
conflict to lower domestic fuel and grocery
prices.

* BRICS will finalize the digital inv
platform, providing a viable alternative to

the Bretton Woods system for Global South
nations.

e Israel will likely move forward with the
"unification" of the West Bank, effectively

erasing the Palestinian state option before

international bodies can intervene.
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Long Term (1-5 Years)

* The global "security architecture" will
bifurcate, with the U.S. leading a shrinking
NATO/Pacific alliance while a new
architecture in the Persian Gulf and Central
Asia, led by China and Russia, excludes
Western presence.

* The "Thucydides Trap" will manifest in a
permanent state of technological and
resource warfare, as China maintains
control over raw materials necessary for
the American industrial base to recover.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

» Security:
Management" protocol between the U.S.
and China regarding miscalculations in
Taiwan and Iran, as both sides are
currently "sabre-rattling."

Urgent need for a "Crisis

* Diplomatic: Western powers must
acknowledge the shifting center of gravity
toward BRICS or risk total exclusion from
future Middle Eastern and African security
negotiations.

* Economic: Diversification away from dollar-
denominated assets is no longer a fringe
strategy but a form of survival for nations
subject to the "vagaries of the world
market."

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Risk: Significant exposure
remains in advanced manufacturing due to
Chinese rare earth weaponization.
Investors should look toward "self-reliance"
and localized recycling.

* Regulatory Compliance: In Ukraine, the
"shadow economy" poses extreme
compliance risks for any firm associated
with government contracts, as the current
anti-corruption purge may target Western-
linked "schemes."

* Investment Opportunity: Rapid growth is

expected in the peaceful nuclear energy
sector in India and digital settlement

technologies within the BRICS framework.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

hi Jotails/ty.
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