TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

RT

MAY 16, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL ORDER IN VOLATILE TRANSITION:
A FRAGILE TRUCGE, HIGH-STAKES DIPLOMACY, & THE RISE OF
AUTONOMOUS WAREARE CHALLENGE WESTERN HEGEMONY.

<May16 2026: A Critical Juncture - Report Summary&Strateglc Foresight
> W f L 7 s

Xi: Warnings Against
Thucydides Trap

Trump: "Constructive
Strategic Relationship",
“Neutral" on Taiwan

L\ —

" " VESTERN — —-
= ) CRITICAL TECH - =

== [v’/ DOMINANCE I e, \\ <= Bl 00 T FREEDON” STALLED:

=— HORMUZ EFFECTIVELY CLOSED
China Leads in 57/64 Technolugles Global Supply Chain Disruptions, Energy Diversification
—————— MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & GOVERNANCE SHIFTS -
MIDDLE EAST: FRAGILE TRUCE TECHNO-FASCISM & Al DOMESTIC FRACTURING
& ‘EPIC FURY” AFTERMAT

WARFARE RISES ) & LEGITIMACY CRISIS

45-DAY CEASEFIRE (P58
EXTENSION oo

EPSTEIN FILES
(WITHHELD)

DOW SOCI ETY
l NARRATIVE FUELS CYNICISM I

~f? ) _ < g a5
=4 “OPERATING SYSTEM FOR WAR" Y
l MARKETING (Palantir CEO) I
Al TARGETING (e.g., “Lavender”):
l HIGH CIVILIAN CASUALTIES I
Ukraine as ‘Petri Dish' for Military Data
Germany Resists “Experimental American Al”

- /”’\ LEBANON

SHAM CEASEFIRES:
DF OPERATIONS CONTINUE UNABATED
High Civilian Casualties, Infrastructure Destruction

Iran Files ICJ Lawsuit for Reparations
Saudi Arabia/UAE Reassess Security Ali

Refusal to Release “Deep State® Al

sy DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES & STRATEGIC FORESIGHT ‘g

TRENDS & THEMES: STRATEGIC FORESIGHT RECOMMENDATIONS
COLLAPSE OF NORMS (1-5 YEARS) & IMPLICATIONS
i A

POST-WWII ORDER SHORT TERM: @, « INTERNATIONAL POLICY:

REPLACED BY TRUCE SHATTERED IN IRAN? /K@Y PREPARE FOR MULTIPOLAR

Toterhy ||WERREEET L RS
L, MEDIUM TERM: s . DIVERSIFY CRITICAL

INTERNATIONAL LAW “HORMUZ TOLL” SYSTEM CONSOLIDATED, "" MINERALS

VIEWS AS T00L OF TRANSATLANTIC Al RIFT ' * PRIVATE SECTOR:

THE “STRONG > - PLAN FOR HORMUZ

T, P e
EXCEPTONALISIN | (Gicko) SAHEUEASTAPRIGN |« SEEKSAFEHARBOR
MIDDLE EAST SHIFTTO ,RUSSIA-CHINA S—"" INVESTMENTS IN ASIA

REPORT SUMMARY - MAY 2026 - ILLUSTRATED EXPLAINER



TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

RT

MAY 16, 2026

THE GLOBAL ORDER FACES A
VOLATILE TRANSITION AS A
FRAGILE MIDDLE EASTERN TRUCE,
HIGH-STAKES US-CHINA
DIPLOMACY, AND THE RISE OF
AUTONOMOUS WARFARE
CHALLENGE TRADITIONAL
WESTERN HEGEMONY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

May 16, 2026, marks a critical juncture in
global geopolitics, characterized by a
precarious pause in the "Epic Fury" conflict
between the United States and Iran, alongside
high-level diplomatic maneuvers in Beijing.
President Donald Trump concluded a
milestone visit to China, attempting to
establish a "new paradigm" of great power
relations while navigating a sophisticated tech
war and the "Thucydides Trap." Despite the
surface-level cordiality, the underlying tension
acute, with China increasingly
dominant in critical technologies and
diversifying its energy supply to mitigate
Western pressure. The US administration’s
foreign policy is currently defined by "Project
Freedom," an effort to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz, which remains effectively closed to

remains

most traffic, leading to significant global
Iy chain di ons.

Simultaneously, the Middle East is engulfed in
a series of "sham" ceasefires. In Lebanon and
Gaza, IDF operations continue unabated
despite announced extensions of truces,
resulting in high civilian casualties and the
systematic destruction of infrastructure. The
conflict has expanded into a legal and
economic battlefield, with Iran filing lawsuits
at the Hague for reparations and proposing a
toll system for friendly commercial vessels in
the Strait of Hormuz. This shift toward
"weaponized
dollarization is accelerating, as regional
powers like Saudi Arabia and the UAE
reassess their security alignments in the wake
of US military actions conducted from their
soil.

interdependence" and de-

Domestically, Western nations face a crisis of
legitimacy. In the UK, mass protests on Nakba
Day have merged with right-wing
demonstrations for “traditional values,"
leaving the government of Keir Starmer in a
state of near-collapse. In the US, the refusal of
the administration to release the final
tranches of the Epstein files has fueled
narratives of a ‘"supra-government" or
"shadow society" of technocrats and fixers
who operate beyond public accountability.
This convergence of military aggression,
technological authoritarianism through AI-
driven targeting, and domestic social
fracturing suggests a fundamental alteration
of the global order.
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e The UAE and Saudi Arabia are reported to

be "literally side by side" with the US in the
The US-China "Milestone" Summit and war on Iran, leading to internal regional
Tech Sovereignty discord.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation in Lebanon and Gaza Despite
Extensions

* President Trump concluded a three-day
state visit to Beijing, framing the
relationship as a "constructive strategic
relationship" while President Xi Jinping

warned against the Thucydides Trap.

* China now leads the US in 57 out of 64
critical technologies, including computer
chips, as the 2018 tech war is widely
viewed by analysts as a failure for
Washington.

* A 45-day ceasefire extension for Lebanon
was announced in Washington, yet Israeli
strikes on Tire killed six people, including
three paramedics.

* Israel has established a "Yellow Zone" in
southern Lebanon, effectively a kill zone
where any person entering is considered a

. . . . legitimate target.
* Trump signaled a potential shift on Taiwan,

stating he is "neutral" and not looking to
fight a war 9,500 miles away for Taiwanese
independence.

China has implemented stricter controls on
rare earth exports to the US military for a

In Gaza, IDF strikes targeted a residential
building on Nakba Day, Kkilling seven
civilians, including a child, amid reports
that the ceasefire exists only on paper.

The Indonesian agency Baznas has

established temporary schools in Gaza to

accommodate 600 children as the
education system has been decimated.

one-year period, citing the ongoing tech
and trade wars.

Fragile Truce and the "Epic Fury"

Aftermath The Rise of Techno-Fascism and Al

Warfare

* President Trump threatened to "finish the

job" in Iran, claiming the US military has

completed 70-75% of its objectives despite
the current ceasefire.

e Palantir CEO Alex Karp is aggressively
marketing an "operating system for war" in
Ukraine and Germany, despite Berlin's

* Iran has filed a lawsuit at the International resistance.
Court of Justice demanding compensation
for US aggression, citing a violation of the
1981 Algiers Accords.

* Al targeting systems like "Lavender" and
experimental programs are blamed for high
civilian casualties, including the Minab

Elementary School bombing in Iran.

* Analysts describe the emergence of an "Al
oligarchy" where military data from the
Ukrainian "petri dish" is used to train

software products.

e Tehran announced plans to allow
commercial vessels from "friendly" nations
to pass through the Strait of Hormuz upon

payment of a toll, while remaining closed to
US-linked operators.
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Global Fracturing and Civil Unrest

* London saw mass demonstrations on Nakba
Day, resulting in dozens of arrests as pro-
Palestine groups clashed with right-wing

nter-pr IS.

* UK Prime Minister Keir Starmer faces a
leadership challenge and widespread
unpopularity following disastrous local
elections.

* In the US, the withholding of millions of
pages of Epstein documents is fueling
public cynicism  regarding "swamp
drainage" and the "Deep State."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Al and Technological Sovereignty

* Germany is refusing to buy "experimental
American AI" military programs, with the
Palantir CEO comparing the German
debate to witchcraft.

* Ukraine has become a R&D lab for Al in a
military context, providing "bleeding edge"
data for Western tech giants.

* The "Technological Republic" manifesto
calls for Western power through superior
weaponry and remilitarization of Germany
and Japan.

Energy and Economic Security

* China’s energy strategy has reduced
foreign dependency to a maximum of 15%,
utilizing processed green coal and
diversified pipelines from Russia and
Central Asia.

* The global economy faces hyper-inflation
and unemployment due to the "war of
choice" in West Asia and the breakdown of
global supply chains.

* De-dollarization is accelerating as countries
seek safe havens in Asia following the
freezing of Russian and Venezuelan assets
by the UK and EU.

Diplomatic Engagement and Bloc Politics

* Russia and China are signaling the creation

of a new security architecture in the

Persian Gulf to exclude the United States.

* The "Africa Corps" is assisting Mali in
maintaining security following a failed
coup, reflecting a shift away from French
colonial influence.

* Rwanda’s President Kagame criticized the
US for wusing economic warfare and
sanctions to control African resources
under the guise of democracy.

Critical Minerals and Supply Chains

* The US is dependent on China for rare
earth minerals required to manufacture
Tomahawk, JASM, and Patriot missiles.

e Trump's "Project Freedom" has been
hampered by Saudi Arabia's refusal to
allow US aircraft to fly out of Prince Sultan
Airbase for offensive operations.

Corruption and Governance

* Former FBI Deputy Director Dan Bongino’s
resignation is linked to the administration’s

failure to drain the swamp and release

sensitive files.

* Allegations persist that the "Deep State"
protected high-level officials, including a
White House General Counsel, from
exposure in the Epstein scandal.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on the "Deep
State" and the controversial withholding of
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government documents. Domestic policy
debates in the US were dominated by the
failure of the executive branch to adhere to
laws mandating the release of investigative
files, while in the UK, the government faced
intense scrutiny over its handling of civil
unrest and the "two-tier justice" system.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Epstein File Disclosure Law: A law
passed 419-1 in the House and 100-0 in the

Senate  mandating the release of
documents, which the President is
currently defying.

* Project Freedom: A US initiative to
forcibly open the Strait of Hormuz, which

has met with regional resistance from Gulf

allies.

* West Asian Non-Aggression Pact: A
reported Saudi-led initiative to stabilize
relations with Iran, potentially bypassing
US-Israeli military objectives.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Trump-Xi Beijing Presser: A series of
statements highlighting a "new paradigm"
and "mutual success" while acknowledging

the damage of the Biden era.

* Africa CEO Forum (Kigali): President
Kagame’s address accusing the West of

looting the continent through cynical
human rights lectures.

* BRICKS Foreign Ministers Meeting
(New Delhi): Sergey Lavrov accused
France of having colonialism in its DNA,
defending the right of African nations to
seek Russian security assistance.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Post-WWII International
Norms

The traditional rules-based order is being
replaced by "weaponized interdependence."
Iran's move to charge tolls in the Strait of
Hormuz mimics Western sanction strategies,
while Israel's "Yellow Zone" in Lebanon
ignores standard ceasefire definitions. This
trend suggests that international law is
increasingly viewed as a tool of the "strong"
rather than a shared framework, leading to
the irrelevance of the WTO and similar
institutions.

Technological Fascism and the "Petri
Dish" Warfare

There is a growing synergy between state
actors and Silicon Valley billionaires, where
conflict zones like Ukraine and Gaza serve as
R&D laboratories for Al killing programs. The
"Technological Republic" theme posits that
Western democracy is being superseded by an
Al  oligarchy that prioritizes
weaponry" over civil liberties, leading to a
"Terminator-style" approach to global security.

"superior

The End of US Exceptionalism in the
Middle East

The "Epic Fury" campaign has not resulted in
the expected regime collapse in Tehran.
Instead, US allies like Saudi Arabia and the
UAE are distancing themselves from offensive
operations to protect their own infrastructure.
The shift toward a Russian-Chinese "security
architecture" in the Gulf indicates a major

strategic pivot that could permanently

exclude US influence from the region.

Domestic Social Fracturing and the
"Shadow Society"
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The discourse around the Epstein files and the
Bongino resignation points to a deep-seated
public belief in a shadow government that
transcends partisan politics. This narrative,
combined with the "two-tier justice"
complaints in the UK and the "MAHA"
movement in the US, suggests that the
primary threat to Western stability may be an
internal crisis of institutional trust.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* Heightened risk of a "clean up" military
operation in Iran as Trump returns from

China, potentially shattering the fragile
truce.

* Imminent leadership crisis for Keir Starmer
in the UK following violent street clashes
and electoral defeats.

* Putin-Xi meeting in Beijing likely to

formalize the new security architecture for
the Gulf.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* Consolidation of the "Hormuz Toll" system,
forcing a major realignment of commercial
shipping routes.

* German regulatory pushback against US Al
tech firms like Palantir, potentially creating
a transatlantic rift in defense procurement.

* Escalation of "Lawfare" at the Hague as

Iran pursues war reparations against the
US and its regional proxies.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

e Structural de-dollarization as the BRICKS
bloc expands and creates alternative

financial systems immune to Western

sanctions.

e Complete transition of the Sahel and
portions of East Africa to Russian-Chinese
security influence, ending French and US
presence.

* Permanent alteration of the "Great Power"
coexistence path as China surpasses the US
in nearly all high-tech critical sectors.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy:

* Security Architecture Shift: Anticipate a

transition to multipolar security
arrangements in the Gulf. Nations must
prepare for a diminished US role in

maritime security.

* Al Ethical Standards: Establish
international norms for AI in warfare to
prevent hallucinations and high-error
targeting in civilian areas.

* Resource Diplomacy: Diversify critical
mineral sources immediately, as rare earth

dependencies on China are now a critical

national security vulnerability.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Resilience: Plan for long-
term closure or restricted access to the
Strait of Hormuz. Re-evaluate Asian
production hubs against rising shipping

costs.

* Regulatory Risk: Western tech firms
operating in defense must navigate

increasing  hostility in EU markets

regarding Al and data sovereignty.

* Safe Harbor Investment: Shift capital

toward emerging markets in Asia that are

less susceptible to Western "weaponized
interdependence" and asset freezes.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.]eetarub@gmail.com. You can also learn
more about the GDELT Project at https:/
blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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