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TRUMP'S "CLOCK IS TICKING"

ULTIMATUM TO IRAN INTENSIFIES

GLOBAL ECONOMIC STRAIN AS

WHO DECLARES EBOLA

EMERGENCY IN CENTRAL AFRICA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  global  security  environment  reached  a

critical  juncture  on  May  17,  2026,

characterized by an aggressive escalation in

diplomatic  rhetoric  and  asymmetric  military

actions. U.S. President Donald Trump issued a

dire  ultimatum  to  Tehran,  stating  that  "the

clock  is  ticking"  for  a  peace  deal  while

threatening that "there won't be anything left

of  them"  otherwise.  This  rhetorical  shift

coincided with reports that Iran is formalizing

a  tolling  system in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

effectively  attempting  to  monetize  its

blockade  of  20% of  the  world's  energy  and

fertilizer  supplies.  The  economic  fallout  is

manifesting  in  a  projected  food  security

catastrophe,  with  the  UN  warning  that  45

million  more  people  could  face  starvation  if

fertilizer shipments remain blocked during the

current planting season.

Simultaneously,  a  biological  threat  has  been

elevated  to  a  Public  Health  Emergency  of

International  Concern (PHEIC).  The  World

Health  Organization  (WHO)  sounded  the

alarm  over  a  lethal  "Bundibugyo"  strain  of

Ebola  spreading  through  the  Democratic

Republic of the Congo (DRC) and Uganda. The

outbreak  is  complicated  by  regional  conflict

and border closures by Rwanda, highlighting

the collapse of state capacity in eastern DRC.

This  crisis  is  exacerbated  by  the

discontinuation of major U.S. aid programs, as

the  Trump  administration  continues  its

withdrawal  from  international  health  and

development organizations.

In the European theater, Ukraine launched its

largest  drone  assault  on  Russia since  the

war's  inception,  targeting  residential  and

industrial  sites  in  the  Moscow  region  and

forcing a suspension of all four major Moscow

airports.  However,  Kyiv  faces  a  mounting

internal crisis following the arrest of Andrew

Yermak, the former Chief of Staff, on charges

of laundering $100 million.  This intersection

of  high-intensity  external  warfare  and

systemic  internal  corruption  threatens  to

destabilize  President  Zelensky's

administration  during  a  critical  diplomatic

window.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S.-Iran  Standoff  and  Hormuz  Tolls:

President Trump has escalated tensions by

issuing  a  Truth  Social  ultimatum to  Iran,

while  Tehran  maintains  defiance  through

military  spokespersons  who  warn  of

"surprising and stormy scenarios" for U.S.

assets. Iran is moving to reveal a transit toll

plan for  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  excluding

"hostile" nations and demanding fees of up

to  $2  million  per  vessel.  This  follows  the

failure  of  the  U.S.  Navy's  "Operation

Freedom"  to  guarantee  safety  for

commercial vessels.
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WHO Ebola Emergency: An international

health emergency has been declared for a

rare strain of Ebola for which no approved

vaccine  or  specific  treatment  exists.

Fatalities  have been reported in  Kinshasa

and  Kampala,  indicating  significant

geographic  spread  from  the  epicenter  in

Ituri  province.  Regional  containment  is

failing  as  Rwanda  closes  borders to  DRC

citizens.

Mass Ukrainian Drone Barrage: Russian

defenses  reportedly  shot  down  over  550

Ukrainian  drones overnight.  Strikes  hit

residential areas in Himki and Mitishi and

damaged  the  Capotnia  oil  refinery.  Kyiv

framed the attacks as a direct message that

the  Moscow  region  is  no  longer  a  safe

haven from the war.

Ukrainian  Corruption  Scandal:

"Operation Midas" has led to the arrest of

Andrew  Yermak,  the  former  lead  peace

negotiator for  Ukraine.  Investigators have

identified luxury real  estate developments

used  to  funnel  tens  of  millions  in  illicit

funds,  raising  questions  about  President

Zelensky’s potential involvement.

Critical  Mineral  Competition: In  Latin

America, the U.S. and China are locked in

an aggressive race for copper, lithium, and

rare earths. Brazil is positioning itself as a

strategic  player,  seeking  to  add  domestic

value  to  mineral  extraction  rather  than

simply  exporting  raw  materials,  while

illegal  gold  mining  creates  an

environmental  and  human  rights  crisis  in

the Amazon.

Israel-Lebanon  Ceasefire  Violations:

Despite a 45-day extension of the ceasefire,

Israel has hit over 100 sites in Lebanon in

48  hours.  The  economic  damage  to

Lebanon  has  exceeded  $2  billion  (7%  of

GDP), with one in five citizens displaced.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy  and  Economic  Security: The

blockade of the Strait of Hormuz has created

a global spike in fertilizer and fuel costs.  In

Iran,  local  coastal  businesses  are  struggling

as  the  sea  remains  closed,  while  globally,

insurance  premiums  for  humanitarian

shipping have risen by 400%. U.S. economic

pressure  continues  to  rely  on  aggressive

tariffs as a diplomatic weapon.

Biosurveillance  and  Disease  Outbreaks:

The  WHO  faces  significant  hurdles  in  DRC

due  to  armed  group  activity and  a  massive

$215 million funding gap. The spread of Ebola

to urban centers like Kinshasa and Kampala

highlights  the  failure  of  internal  screening

and retroactive case searching.

Geopolitical  Power  Dynamics: Canada  is

pursuing a policy of "principal pragmatism" as

it seeks to diversify trade away from the U.S.

following  threats  of  annexation.  Meanwhile,

Spain  and  other  European  nations  are

renewing calls for a standing European army

to  reduce  reliance  on  an  "unreliable"

Washington.

Corruption  and  Rule  of  Law: In  Peru,  a

month-long counting delay has finally resulted

in  a  runoff  between  Keiko  Fujimori  and

Roberto Sanchez, both of whom face ongoing

corruption  probes.  In  Ukraine,  the

parliamentary  commission  on  corruption is

now  scrutinizing  whether  high-level  figures

were directly involved in laundering war-time

aid.

AI  and  Critical  Infrastructure: Spain’s

Aragon region has become a hub for resource-

hungry data centers powering generative AI.

Critics  argue  these  "fortress-like"  facilities

operate  with  complete  secrecy,  bypassing
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environmental regulations and straining local

water and energy supplies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy shifts today focused on

escalating  domestic  security  measures  and

asserting national identities during periods of

civil unrest and war. Significant developments

include the expansion of the death penalty in

the West Bank and restrictive language laws

in the U.S.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: 

Israeli  Death  Penalty  Law: An  Israeli

military order has expanded the application

of the death penalty for Palestinians in the

Occupied  West  Bank  accused  of  lethal

attacks,  moving  beyond  civil  law  into

military court jurisdiction.

Florida English-Only  Driving Test: The

state of  Florida has banned all  languages

except  English for  driving  tests,  a  move

critics  claim  unfairly  targets  immigrants

and  ignores  the  state's  significant  non-

English speaking tourism and labor sectors.

Spanish Embargo on Israel: The Spanish

government  approved  a  bill  banning  the

sale of weapons and military equipment to

Israel, citing violations of international law

in Gaza and Lebanon.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: 

M23 Press Conference (Goma): Leaders

of  the  M23  rebellion  held  a  press

conference  to  announce  new  sanitary

measures following a confirmed Ebola case

in Goma, though they remain disconnected

from Kinshasa’s resources.

Rededicate  250  (Washington  DC): A

massive prayer event on the National Mall

featured House Speaker Mike Johnson and

a  video  message  from  President  Trump,

drawing  criticism for  promoting  Christian

nationalism ahead  of  the  November

midterm elections.

China-U.S.  Summit  (Beijing):

Discussions regarding Taiwan’s sovereignty

and rare mineral supply chains concluded

with Taiwan’s president expressing concern

that the island's future must be decided by

its people.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Monetization  of  Maritime

Blockades 

A  dangerous  precedent  is  being  set  in  the

Strait  of  Hormuz where a sovereign state is

monetizing  the  blockade  of  international

waters.  By  charging  exorbitant  transit  tolls,

Iran is transitioning from a traditional military

blockade  to  a  system  of  state-sponsored

extortion. This model mirrors tactics used by

the  Houthis  in  the  Red  Sea  but  at  a  state

scale.  If  successful,  it  permanently  rewrites

the economic risk profile for every maritime

choke point in the world, as other nations may

see the "power to toll" as an acceptable tool

for regional leverage.

The  Erosion  of  Transatlantic  and

North American Trust 

The  traditional  Western  alliance  is

fragmenting under the pressure of  "America

First"  foreign  policy.  Canada’s  doubling  of

non-U.S. trade targets and Spain’s refusal to

allow U.S. strikes from its bases indicate that

allies  are  no  longer  viewing  the  U.S.  as  a

reliable  security  guarantor.  This  trend  is
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leading  to  a  more  multipolar,  "west-less"

world where middle powers seek independent

security architectures (like a European army)

to immunize themselves from the "zig-zags" of

U.S. policy.

State Capacity and the Governance

of Crisis 

A  recurring  theme  is  the  collapse  of  state

capacity in managing dual crises. Ukraine is

fighting a war of survival against Russia while

prosecuting  its  own  highest  officials for

corruption. Similarly, the DRC is dealing with

a  lethal  Ebola  strain while  its  military

infrastructure  is  compromised  by  rebel

groups.  This  "war  within  a  war"  or  "crisis

within a crisis" dynamic suggests that modern

governance  is  increasingly  defined  by  the

inability  to  prioritize  resources,  leading  to

profound  human  abandonment in  conflict

zones like Al-Fashir or eastern DRC.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): 

Hormuz  Flashpoint: With  the  Haj

pilgrimage  starting  next  week,  regional

powers (Saudi Arabia/UAE) will likely exert

massive pressure on the U.S. to avoid a new

air  campaign.  However,  Trump’s  "clock is

ticking"  rhetoric  suggests  a  limited,  high-

intensity strike remains highly probable if a

tolling framework is officially enacted.

Ebola  Expansion: Given  the  21-day

incubation period and the lack of screening

during  long  journeys to  Kinshasa  and

Kampala,  secondary infection clusters will

likely emerge in urban centers, potentially

triggering  wider  travel  bans  and  regional

lockdowns.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): 

U.S. Midterm Election Impact: The 3.8%

U.S.  inflation  rate and  soaring  gas  prices

caused  by  the  Hormuz  deadlock  will

become the central issue in the November

elections. Trump may be forced to choose

between capitulating on a nuclear deal or

declaring a "theatrical"  military victory to

soothe his domestic base.

Ukraine  Political  Shift: If  the  Yermak

investigation  implicates  President

Zelensky,  Western  aid  support  may  see  a

catastrophic  drop,  forcing  Kyiv  into  a

weakened  negotiating  position with

Moscow.

Long Term (1-5 Years): 

Nuclear Arms Race: The expiration of the

New  Start  Treaty  in  2026 and  China’s

development  of  a  nuclear  triad will  likely

lead  to  a  "tri-polar"  arms  race.  Smaller

states (India/Pakistan/North Korea) will use

the  expanded  political  space to

aggressively modernize their arsenals.

Supply  Chain  Redesign: Regional  blocs

will  likely  accelerate  domestic  mineral

processing and  free  trade  zones  (like  the

African  Continental  Free  Trade  Area)  to

bypass  volatile  global  transit  routes

controlled by major power blockades.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For International Policy: 

Security: Diplomatic  coalitions  must  be

formed  to  reject  state-level  tolling  of

international straits to prevent the collapse

of  the  UN Convention  on  the  Law of  the

Sea (UNCLOS).

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_190000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_110000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=ALJAZ_20260517_100000


Health: Re-funding of U.S. AID and WHO

programs is  required to provide the "ring

vaccination"  and  surveillance  capacity

needed  to  contain  the  Bundibugyo  strain

before it leaves the continent.

Diplomacy: A  "confidence-building

measure" is needed between the U.S. and

Iran—potentially  involving  China  as  a

trusted third party—to reopen the Strait for

humanitarian and agricultural goods.

For Private Sector/Investors: 

Supply Chain Risk: Agricultural and food

processing  companies  should  anticipate

higher costs through 2027, as the current

season’s  fertilizer  shortfall  is  already

"locked in."

Investment  Opportunity: Brazil’s  rare

mineral  processing  sector represents  a

high-growth alternative to China, provided

investors  can  navigate  the  unpredictable

tariff environment.

Insurance  Alert: Maritime  shipping

operators  must  secure  specialized

sanctions-exempt  insurance or  risk

catastrophic  losses,  as  standard

underwriters  continue  to  strip  war  risk

coverage for the Gulf.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com. You can also learn

more  about  the  GDELT  Project  at  https://

blog.gdeltproject.org/ and  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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